Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



'^mp^^-'- 


-J,, 'f. •--- .'■■-"'/' ■■■-'t ■■'■■'". ' 


Wp-n-''-'' 


"" ■-■ " .-■■ - „'-. ■_"*■'■-'""' ' 


X"- -■ " 


- ■".- .' "■■ ■ -'r'^ ' , ./"," 


^-- -^ -• '■- 


■■'■ ■ •- ' ■ ■ '.:'"- ."-:''^ 


{^^.M;: .,, 


""■ f^' --'-■ ■ ' ■ '-v 


■^';o>r 


-■ / - .'J- Ar^' '\ 


■ ■&-,;.:■ 


>;'--.v:'':- '^H'^v;: 



:Vr --X-^-i^-^ii-l 



.-•. ■^Jl.^iU . : ■■. (..'■' 






This book belonged to the 
lateHiigh EihvartiEgerton, 
Beit Professor of Qolonial 
History in the University of 
Oxford from 1 905 to 1 920 



A' -•/■■> 












'^m':^-ff^^S' 



1 






■■■■ m-^ 



L"W''^ 



t'.oojlc 



C-!^- 



070. ■/■ SL 



DolizodbyGoOgle 






DiailizodbvGoOgle 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



-HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF ALL THE 

VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD, 

PER r ORHED Br 

ENGLISH NAVIGATORS; 

mCEUDIHO TBOtE LAT^LT UNDIKTAKEH 

Bjr Order of his Present MAJESTY, 

THE WHOLB 

Faitbfililly Extraded from the Journals of the 
\ VOYAGERS. 



AmoK, ondtrttkenln 1740-44 
Brian, i764-«6 

'"--Lii, i76«-«» 



I}LAii,nndatikeiiln ifTi-ta 

Cavindi*e> Ij86-gg 

CoTLiT, 1613-86 

SAMrtlx, iMg-g6 

CooKi, i7oS-it 

KoeiKi, t;ol-ti 

CLirrBKTONUd? 

roOITUSK WITH 

That 'of Sydney Parkinson, Draftfrnan to Joseph 
BahK), £fq i who circumnavigated the Globe with 
Ctpt.<?ooi,inhisMajcfty'8Shipth<ENDaATouR, 

AMD 

The Vo]rage of Monf. Bovoaihtilli roond the World, 

PerfonQGd by Order of the French Kiag, 

UluArattd vnth Maps, Charts, and HiOorical Piintl. 

In Pock Volvubs. 

To vhkh ii added, 

AnAPPENDIX; Containing the Joorhal of 
a VeYAGE to the North Pole, by the Hon. Com- 
modore PHIPPS, and Captain LUTWIDGE. 

VOLUME T HE SEC OND. 



LONDON: 

Wnted fiw F. N ■ w ■ 1 R T, the Comer of St. Paul'i 

Church-Yard. 



j,=,i,z<,d.vGoogIf 




lP' 



bv Google 



t H ,E 

y y A G E s 

O F 

A ? t A I N C 6 K ti 



^TAHE rich cargo of ihe annual fhipfrom Ma- 
X hilla to Acapulcoi has ever been the ob- 
jcCT which private adyentorcrs to the South SeaS 
'have had in view ; while, on the other hand, the 
annual fliip from Acapulco to ManiUa has been 
the purfkiit of the Ihips of war. This difference 
has arifen from the di^rent eonftitulion of th6 
two ftiips ; for the galleon, when Ihe fets fail 
j^m Maililla, beiilg deep laden with a variety 
bf bulky goods, (fuch as Chinefe filks and ma- 
hufa6turesi vaft quantities of Indian fluffs, calli> 
coes, and chintz, be&des the minuter articles of 
goldfmiths work, ertibroidery, &c. wrought ac 
Manilla by the Chinefe,) ihe has not the con-; 
tediency of mounting htr lovret tier of guns, but 
genel^ally carries them iti her hold. Her liands 
tcK> are as few as are confiftenc with the fafe na- 
vigation of the Ihrpj that fhe may be the left en* 
CiAnbcredby the ftowage of pTOvifions j fo that 
being but weakly manned, and indifferently pro- 
Tided for defence, Ihe is thereby more expofed 
'to the attacks of fmall privateers, and more ealjr 
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a , Captaiw COOKE'S VOYAGES, 
to be made their prey j and, though (he does- 
not contain fo great a treafure as the other, y« 
ftie is Sufficiently rich to recorppenfe the under- 
takers, and to enrich the captors, her cargo be- 
ing generally eftimated at three millions of dol* 
tars. 

But the (hip from A-capulco making Her re- 
turn chiefly in lilverand gold, and having little 
or no bulky goods on board, as her cargo lies in 
lefs room, her lower tier is always mounted be- 
fore fhe leaves the port, and her crew is aug- 
mented with a fupply of Tailors, and with one or 
two companies of foot, which are intended to 
reinforce the garrifon at Manilla. BeGdes, there ' 
being many merchants who take their paflage to 
Manilla on board the galleon, her whole number 
of hands on her return is ufually little fhort of 
600 fighting men ; fo that flie is more than a 
match for fuch fmalt privateers as are generally 
feni upon' hazardous expeditions, and a prize 
only for a royal fhip of war ; and has therefore 
never been attempted by any other. 

The voyage we are now about to relate was 
purpolcly fitted out with a view to intercept the 
Manilla Ihip at the inftance of Dampier, in con- 
cluding of whofe charai^er (from reading the 
accounts written by himfelf) we were led into 
an error, which the prefcnt voyage, written by 
Captain Cooke, has enabled us to correal. The 
-ill fucc'efs that.attended the voyage to the South 
Seas, under the immediate command of Dam- 
pier, of which a brief relation is given m the firft 
Tolume 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



Captaiw COOKE'S VOYAGES. 3 

Volume of this work, was fo far from difcourag- 
ing that cnterprizing officer from purfuing his 
favourite proJeA of making prize of the Manilla 
Qup, that, after his return, when he had wearied 
the merchants of London with fruitless folicita* 
tions, he repaired to Brillol, where his rcprefen. 
tations were better undcrllood, and where they 
were attended with better cffc<5t. By his folid 
remonftrances he prevailed upon nineteen of 
the principal merchants aD4 gentlemen of that 
city CO unite and form a company, for the pur- 
pofe of fitting out two private Ihips of war, to 
Ibew what advantages might be derived from a 
well-condufted enterprize againft the Spaniards 
in the South Seas : and it tnay, perhaps, be attri- 
buted to his judgment and experieocei cb^t they 
were more properly adapted to the fervice on 
which they were to be fent, and were better pro- 
nded ag^idll every accident to which they might 
beexpotedi than any privateers that ever were 
fitted out before them. Add to this, that their 
crews were furnifhed with better regulations^ 
and fubje^ted to ftrifter rules, and under fevei;er: 
peoalciesi than men lifted lo go on hazardous 
adventures are generally willing to fubmii to. 

Their principal officers were gentlemen of 
experience, or highly interefted in the fuccefs of 
the voyage ; being the firll fubfcribers, and the 
chief promoters of the undertaking i and thefe 
alfo were affifted with a fecond fee of officers, 
equally able and experienced, who, in cafe of 
accidents, were ready to fuppty the places of 
JiHijiCe wbo might be dilabled, 

3 « But 
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4^: captaik co'oK£»s voyages. 

But, befides being awed by ptniltles frtJiif' 
krefpaffing the articles of agreement that were 
figned by every man oil board from thfc highcft 
%6 theloweft, they were likewife encouraged by 
rewards to behave gallantly j eveiy common 
ftfifor who fliould lofe a limb in time of aftioh 
being entitled to a douceur of 36I. arid fo it) 
proportioa to officers according to thrir refpec- 
tive ranks:. yet, notwithltanding all thefe pre- 
cautions, wc find them ever ready to mutiny. 
■ The two (hips, thus fitted up and regalat<id, 
^ere called the Duke and Dutchefs ; the firft, of 
300 tbns, 36 guns, and 183 men, was com- 
manded by Woodes itogers ; the other, ofayd- 
toiis, 30 guns, and 151 men,' by Captain'^tc^' 
phen Courtney. 

Captain Rogers, who commanded in chief;' 
was a bold, aftive man, ah indefatigable officer^' 
one who would not give up his opinion readily 
to others, nor be flattered by other people'^' 
giving up their opinion, without being convinc- 
ed, to him. He had been, according to Har- 
ris, a large fufFerer by the French, and- was na-' 
turally no great friend to that nation) but hif 
moft Angular quality, and that which indeed 
focoramended him to this command, was a pe- 
culiar art he had of maiht^ining his authority, 
and at the fame time preftrviBg his influence,' 
over his feamen ; an air/, or gift rather, in' which"- 
Captain Dampier was remarliafely deficient. 

Captain Courtney wag a man of birth, fbr- 
fiine» and <rf many amiable qualities j he con- 
tributed 
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Captaib' C0OKE»s voyages.: y 
tributed largely to thb expence of tkb voyage, 
^d took a {hare in it to fupcrintend th& ma- 
nagement, and tointerpofe and qualifji' tlitf dif- 
ferences that might arife in the courfe df a te- 
dious and dangerous navigation ;■ being a ptrfori 
of an admirable temper, and remarkable for 
inoderation in all his declifions, in Which almoft 
all men were ready to acquiefcd. 

.BcfidestheTe two gentlemen,' who' wen! firft 
in command. Dr. Thomas Do\^er (the fatne,' 
who, aboMt forty years' ago, fa cffe'ftually re- 
commended the ufe of quickdlvcr in a'' little 
t>9ok, entitled Pr. Dover's Laft Legacy tb his 
Country, that ladies as well as gtfntlemtn of 
rank and fortune befpangled the floorsand carpets- 
ii(ith.'(plickfilver, and fcattered their diahiohdaf 
wherever they met to dance, of td play>-wa* 
fconid' Captain on board the Diik^; -and Cap- 
iVti'Edwjn-d Coc^e, our author, wks fecdhd tiiy 
(Jiiptain Courtney. 

Dover was a confiderable contributor to th«' 
ToyagjCj: but he WM of a rdUgh uh^ovcrnable 
temper, fcldonl plCafed With either ni^afures or" 
men'; but incapable of forming any party tdf 
fu^poi't his own notion^; becaufe rid party coiild" 
pver be brought to approve theiti. 

' Captain Cooke was an able and experienced 
fftanntn, had trfen twice taken pril'orter, and' 
twice releafed bythe enemy, and now' embarked- 
Jiis All ih this bottofti with a view to niake one 
cffbf t'tndre t6 gain a fortune. 

Captain Dam|ii<:i', who projeSed thevoyage,'- 
ww 
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6 . Captain COOKE*8 VOYAGES. 
was made pilot on board the Duke to dired it 
Of htm the reader has already heard enough in 
the former volume of this Work ; and from the 
charaAer of che leaders tt is natural to infer, that 
tbey were choice in the appointment of their in- 
ferior officers, and (^hat even the common men ' 
were not of the meaner fort. 

The general inftruilions of the owners were, 
£rft, to repair to Ireland to take in prorlfioDs, 
and then to proceed with all polCble expeditbn 
to the South Sea -, if luckily they met with any 
prizes by the way, they were either to fend ihem 
home or to America, as fliould beft fuiti th«y 
were ordered by all means to keep together, 
and to a& in c^cert ; to uoderuke no enter* 
pri:^ of confequence without firft deliberating 
the matter in a general council of officers in 
bpth (hips i to be particularly careful in aOifting 
each other in every circumftafice of neceffity •, 
and that in giving relief in times of danger, or 
in fupplyingproviQonsorwaterin cafe c^ want^ 
they ihould be as on<; (hip, and that on no pre- 
tence the one fbopld be fuSercd to want while.- 
tbe other had any thing to fupply ( but, as they 
were to fhare alike in all advantages, they (houkl 
fliare alike too in all fuBerings. 

Thus fitt&l out and thus inftrufted, and the 
officers of both Ihips being provided with l^al . 
commilTions to cruife againft her Majefty's ene-^- 
mies, the French and Spaniards, in the South 
Seas, on the firlt of Augult, 170?, they un- 
ifioore^ from I^ing-road, an^ on the 4th of the 
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Captain COOKE's VOYAGES. 7 
fame month caft anchor at the Cove in Cork. 
where they continued viftualHng, and adjufting 
their men, changing fome and enlifting others, 
among whom were many foreigners, till the 
firft of September, when they failed in company 
with the Haftings man of war, having firft a- 
greed, in cafe of feparation, to meet at Ma- 
deira, there to take in wine »Qd brandy for the 
remainder of the voyage. 

[Here it is neceflary to apprize the reader, 
that, as there are two very authentic accounts 
of this voyage, one written by Captain Rogers, 
and one written by our author, we fhall endea- 
vour to reduce them into one, by fupplying 
from Captain Rogers what is wanting in Cap- 
tain Cooke, and fhall, contrary to the method 
purfued in Harris, continue the narrative in the 
peifon of Captain Cooke, though fometimes we 
may be obliged to ufe the words of Captain 
Rogers. And this being premifed, we will now 
proceed :] 

On the loth of September, fays Captain 
Cooke, we fpied a fail, which we chaced and 
came ilp with. She happened to be a Swede, 
bound for Cadiz ; and thoygh from feyeral cir- 
cumftances there was reafon to fufpcA that Aie 
had contraband goods on ^oard, yet it being 
difficult to prove it, and we being in hafte, dif- 
mifled her. This caufcd a mutiny on board the 
Duke, headed by the boa^fwain and three in- 
ferior officers, who perfuade^ the men not to 
give her up. ' Captain Rogers confined the au- 
thors 
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.thors of ibis .difprdqr, in wthich tUerp was nqt 
oije .fprejgper concqrned. H,c put ten of tbef 
,muiii)eer8 in irons, a iailgr being firft fo^n^^ 
whipped fqr exciting ihe le^ to jpin hipi ; otherg 
lels guilty lie,pun^fhed ^nddifqhargcd i b^t tt>d 
chjef officers continiied ariped, fearing what 
wight happen, the (hip's company feeming (op 
ipuch to favour the niuuneers. They had af- 
terwards a great deal of trquWc with thefe fel- 
low, wiio did ,qiore,piifchicf when in irons than 
before, by ftirring up^l^e men to jeleafc tbem^ 
pretending that they iiiffered in the cauic of t^tf 

. crew, and therefore the crew qught to rife and 
relcafe them. This determined f^tte Captain to 
.make fome eicamples, but not to irritate too 
piuch i ,he therefore began by reoioying t^«i 
boatfwain from his office, and appointing ana* 

- tber in his room, i^ithout intending any thing 
further. But on the 14th this mtcftirie ftorm 
rofe higher than ever ; for then a failor, with the 
beil part .0^ the Ihip's company at his beejs^ 
went up to the Captain, and Remanded the 
boatfwain out of cuftody. With this man tf)C 
Captain dcfired 10 fpeak alone, and when hcf 
came upon the quarter-deck, the officers feiz^d 
him, and caufed one of his chief comrades (O 
whip him. Thus by different correftions pf the 
like kind, the officers on board the Dul^-e 
broke the combination, and allayed the tumuV^ 

. The boatfwain they fent home in the Crown C^al' 
)ey in irons; the other prifoners they reteafed 
i^n xbeir humble fubmifljop; fuch among 
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them as were petty officers they reftored to their 
commands, and all on board were forbidden to 
difobey or reproach them : and thus ended ai) 
infurredion, ijtrhich, had it Cucceeded, wouM 
have put a ftop ac once to the farther profecu< 
tioB of the voyagtf. 

On the 15th, finding ourfelves to th« fouti* 
ward, and a: the fame time fomewhac to the 
eaftward of Madeira, we changed our place of 
fendciEvous, and bore away for the Canaries. 

On Saturday the i8th, at five in the morning, 
we faw a fail right a-head, to which we gave 
cbace. About ten, we came up wiih, and took 
her, being a fmall Spani(b bark bound from I'e- 
neritf to Fuertaventura, with fevcrat tnen and 
Women pafiengcrs On board, and laden with 
^odry forts of,godds. Next day we bore away 
fti^ Otatavia-roady whtfrc we flood off ahd on, 
and fent away the prize's bo^t with one of dui' 
Owner's agents, a prieft, and the malter of th^ 
prize, to treat about the ranfom of her, and to 
get wine, provifions, and other neceftaries, for 
the refredimen't of both the fhips. About eight 
next morning, a boat came ffom the town, with 
fL letter from the Engli{h merchants refiding 
there, wherein they expoftulated with us for 
making prize of the bark, alledging that there 
was a free tr^de agreed to in thefe iflands be- 
tween her Majefty of Great Briuin and the 
Kings of' France aid Spain, fo religiouCy ob>- 
ferved by the latter, that they had caufed an 
^^ifli fliip taken there by aFiencbprirateeF, 
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to be reftorcd; and farthei", reprefenting tho 
danger that might arife to themfetves, living by 
ptrmilBon^ in an enemy's country, if the bark; 
was not immediately given up, for which reprU 
fals would be made on them ^ as alfo, that w^ 
Ihould be anfwerable at home for interrupting 
the fettled commerce. This letter was figned 
by the Conful and three capital merchants. Ou^ 
Captains immediately returned foranfwer, that, 
having no inflrudions relating to the Spamlh 
veflels trading among thofe iQands, they could 
not juflify the releafing of the (hip on their bare 
opinions, without fome order or proclamation of 
her Majefty, the Englilh being proteftcd there 
only on anchoring ground, and the bark being 
taken in the open feas ; that, in cafe Mr. Van- 
brugh, the owners agent, was not reftored, they 
would carry away all the prifoners they had j 
and, if they apprehended any detriment to the 
fa£tory, they might ranfoni the bark, and feck 
their redrefs in England. They defired difpatch, 
there being no time to lofe } and, upon fending 
back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would releafe the pri- 
foners. Ac night another letter came in anfwef 
to theirs, from the Conful, importing, that the 
Englifli men-of-war were civilly received there, 
and never committed any hoftilities; and that it 
nas (Irange we Ihould inflft on ranfoming any 
Spaniards, who were never made prifoners in 
England, or elfewhcre j and the Governor there 
delivered up to him any Englifli prifoners that 
were brought in by Spanifli privateers j where- 
fore 
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fcire he inGftcd, that thofc in our cuftodf Ihould 
be difdiifled, and the bark difchargcd, accepting 
a prefent of wine in return. With this from the. 
Conful at the city of Laguna, came another 
letter from the merchants at -Oratavia-porE, 
much to the hme purport, only offering to pa/ 
- to the value of 450 pieces of eight, the fum de- 
manded for the bark, in wine, brandy, fugar, oil, 
barley, and greens, to prevent incenling the na- ' 
tives againft them, not doubting but that repa- 
ration would be made them in England. Oat 
: Captains replied, by threatening to cruife amonff 
the iflands to avail themfelves for their lofs of 
time, and to cannonade the town of Oratavia, 
unlefs they received inftant fatisfa£tion. On the 
32d, ae four in the morning, we ftood in for the 
ffaore, making a clear (hip ; but, foon after, we 
faw a. boat coming with our owners agent, and 
Mr. Crofs,' ooe of the Englifh merchants, bring- 
ing five buts of wine, and other refrelhmentsi 
We lay off the town, took the goods out of the 
prize, fold the bark Ui Mr. Crols, and put the 
prifoners on board her. Thus ended this trou- 
blefome bufinefq, which being unanimoufly ap- 
proved of at a council of officers of both (hips, 
they proceeded on their voyage i and, feeing a 
fail to the weflward, gave chace to her, but, 
night coming on, loft her. 

On the 24ih we crofled the Tropic of Cancer, 
and, die Sunday following, performed the cere- 
mony (^ dipping the men of both {hips who had 
C s not 
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fflotf dffit of mjrtb vnong tbc coangon oiBn. 

Ob the gciii vse pifiiad bj Santa I^da, ooe 
ef the- Cape d* Vecd iflan^i, and by. eight ui 
the fnorn'mg came in fight of St. Vinosnc, and 
about eleven came to an anchOT in ten fadtom 
water within tfee rock. 

As we Ifnew the ifland not to be mhabrted, 
we were not 4 litde furprized to fee fotjie people 
on fhoTf ^ and, in order to learn wtjQ they were, 
ai)d what their ^ufmers wa;, 1 arqned the pinnaa:^ 
Wjd wfltij QO fcorCj. whci) ve found thcm to be 
PwtVgJWfe (^OWP ft'Oin, ^. "flaod of St. Aiitbonf 
to 9^h rurt^e. w^o cpl4 w «c tnigbt bpce 

in 351kg. 36 mio. W. long, fioin the mcHdian 
^Lou^n. TbcKaitionuGuiaca>-bfl08,hogt, 
and geufr, and about .the QMKpUsiiPf-<^ fib. In 
the woods tfierearc (ptders as large as fittle birds, 
whofe webs arc not eafrty broken through, bcu)^ 
woven with. a fubftance nearly as ftrpng as ordj- 
iiary thread,. 

The* Cape Verd iOands aje eleven in number; 
St. 4nthcaiy,,St.Vinccnt,St.,Lucia, St. NichpUs, 
Sal, BonaVifta, Mayo,,$t,J^Oj Fogo, Ronae?., 
aod Braya i and i«k«! ihsk gcperM ijaiue from a 
pnomootpry. on ti^c Africiti.flwre- They bploog 
tp the PoFtuguefc, bttt, ifR qot aJJ i ohubjited. 

While we lay at St. Vingent's, newdifturbancea 

arofc among the men in relation to plunder } for 

her« 
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JbcK diey had *a opparttwity of nadimg, ud 
tharcferc cverf nun wiiied to hare (bmething 
tacxchange. The cfTofts taken in the Ute prize 
oooafioDoi B geMrat Munnnr ihroi^hout both 
tfacdups} «opttt3neiMltovhjch,andtofuit)te 
pmple taa fimrsfobtion of doing lAtttedKOf^ 
we detefmieod to fccde the matter at once, bf 
&z.aaag finch arodeti as, fricfaoui givtag oar 
Ofvacrs aajr ground of complaint, migbt iaipire 
the- jfeunsn with jooHcage aod conftanejr, and 
fmkt then as willing to obey as their officers 
wetR neady to commaod. It coft ibme trouble 
to adjuft ibc articles ^ but dut was fidly caan^ 
pait&tsdt 1^ theit effi&uallft anfwering the pur- 
pflft.. Aiul:iiom^.haviogcQnBpo&daU.di^eencei^ 
<he jnoD again dieaiiuily remrncd to their duif, 
•U ban cwo or thwe of the Duke's men, wh« 
iwdc; theic- idcape on Ifaore ; among whom wb« 
ClKiii linguiA', whoptobabl^ had-nomindtobe 
lofcteliiqdU but,.lunrii^ ftaidbejcond hisleM« 
vS.^abactr and paid no wgard ttt tbe erden that 
nereibnt him id rspiirAn board, it was thought 
pmpeiv hji way.' of example, to depart without 
hixru. Accordingly OQ the. ;th of Oi^ober we 
ilMiaocD^ Bodj pntbc Bth, after lying by alt 
sightt^r, our caattrtt we fin rail togethsr for 
cbc-.Ofttlftof finfil.. But onourpaflagethitherj 
imnctfrafiiidiiputea.arofe aoiongourmen ; and^ 
a&tr w&iiaufl canfulcaODoa to accomtnodate the 
diff««Q0eayit«asjic6>lv«ii, that Mf. Page, who 
vnfuotmiaefmi matev^ flmald be fcnt to lerye on 
ho«Bd;>cba.Duk«,. uutMn Ballet fa<omc ffonl 
the 
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the Duke to ferre on board the Dutchefs. in hit 
room. This was not to be effeffced withouc 
force. Page refuting to obey the order ; and 
when it was on the point of being put in execu- 
tion, he rcfifted ; but, being overpowered, and 
carried on board the Duke, he was there charged 
with mutiny. He dcfired to go to the head, 
for a ncceflar^ purpofe, before he made his de- 
fence, and was permitted fo to do ; when he 
inftantly jumped over-board, with thedcGgn of 
getting back again to the Dutchefs, but was 
taken up, tried, and punilhed, which put an 
end to the difturbance for that time. 

On Wednefday the 27th we crofTed the Line, 
and on Sunday the 14th of November faw land 
at a great diltance, and at noon made Cape 
ii'rio, on the coafl: of Br^GL On the iSth we 
anchored before IQo Grande, and on the 19th 
moored our fliip in ten fathom water. Here 
one of our men going from the ihip without 
leave, giving the firfl: Lieutenant foul language^ 
and threatening foon to be revenged^ was put in 
irons ; and his mefTmaKs and confederates de^ 
manding bis releafe, or defiring.to {hare in his 
punifhment, fcven voluntarily went into irons^ 

On the zift I went on Ihore in the pinnace 
with a prefent to the Governor, and to acquaint 
him we were friends. At our Brft landing they 
fired feveral (hot, taking us for French ; but 
afterwards made an apology, and received us 
civilly. On the 23d two of the mutineers were 
whipped, and put in irons again. On theA4tb 
four 
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four of the eight men in irons were releafed, 
on their Aibmiinon ; and two men went on IhorCt 
flefigning to leave the Ihip, and, having bar- 
gained with a canoe to carry them to the main, 
they were by millake put.afhorc at a diAanc 
part of the iOand, where, finding themfelves oa 
an uninhabited coaft, they began to relent ; and, 
after flaying a night in the woods, wher^ they 
were terrified with the roaring of wild beafts, 
they came in fight of the fliip, and made figns 
of repentance, humbling themfelves in the moft 
fuppliant manner, and on their knees, with their 
hands lifted up, endeavouring to move compaf- 
fion. After iome time the boat went off, and 
larought them on board, where they were con- 
fined in irons till the next day, and then ordered 
to be flogged and releafed. 

On the25thtwoIri(h landmen ftolc away fron) 
the Duke, and fecretcd themfelves in the woods, 
in like manner as the two feamen had done 
> from the Dutchcfs; About four next morning 
the watch on the quarter-deck fpied a canoe, and 
hailed her to come on board ; but the rowers 
not anfwering, but ftriving to efcape, the Duke's 
pinnace purfged the catioe, fired Into her, and 
mortally wounded one of the Indian rowers. 
He that owned and fteered the canoe was a friar, 
and had a quantity of gold on board, which, 
after running the canoe afboce, he had juft time 
to hide before the Duke's pinnace reached the 
land. A Portuguefe, whp was in the canoe, 
«nd who had no gold to lofe, would not follow 
the 
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the friar ; but, on the contrary, knowing th« 
£ngti{h to be friends, called the Father back, 
who, upon his return, was carried with the 
wounded Indian on board the Duke, where the 
poor man waj dreiTcd by theiurgeon, but died 
in a few hours. The officers in both Itips were 
■very forry for this unfortunate accident, and en« 
tcred their protcft againft it, and caufed the 
pian to be buried on (bore in a very fblemn 
manner. The friar, however, who had lotl his 
gold, was not to be appeafed, but threatened to 
fedt for juftice in Portugal or England. 

In towing the Ihip about the eafternmoft part 
<rf the idand, we fpied the Duke's two men 
wuting for a canoe to carry them over to the 
fnain ; and two of our Lieutenants manned the 
boat, and, landing fome mco in a convenient 
place to get behind theno, to prevent their e^ 
fraping to the woods, they rowed to the place 
where the fellows were feen to lurk. When 
they found themfelves befet, they eadeavoured 
to fly i but, being intercepted, they were brought 
on board, put in irons, and fent to their owp 
(hip, where they were afterwards fcyerely pur 
oilbed. 

On the 27th the principal officers oa board 
both (hips went in their pinnaces to the tows of 
Aitgra dos Reys on the main, carrying tbe fh^ 
muHc along with fhem. They were kindly 10? 
ceived and eiKerutncd by ike Governor Mid Fa- 
thers, who with their fervaats are tke princifxi 
inhat^cantsy th^ienocb^ogmorc tkanf^or^q- 
lew- 
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lowbuUi hpufei in the place. They have. 4 
guard-houle, where, at.our.laQdingi we were, 
received b^ the Governor,, with about 20 men 
under arms, and treated with a dinner, fweet; 
fneats, arid rum. ^ The Gqvernpr and Fathers 
^efired we would go to fee their Francifcari 
rfib'naftery Snd church, tliat day being a feftival 
with them, and the people coming from the 
|plantati6ns m the countr^ to celebrate it. Wc 
com'pHed •, and,' dt their requcft, our mulick, con- 
flftingof tri&it|>e[s, hautboys, ind violins, played 
in a gallery belbn^ng to the church, and afTifted 
in heightening the folemnizat|oB, to the no fmall 
faris/a£tion of.the.Fathera. After divine fcrvice 
we likewifejginedjq proceffion. with them, and 
accompanied them from the church in the even- 
ing, every one carrying a large wax candle \a 
his hand, according to the cu{lom of the coun- 
try dn' Aich Qccauons. The proccflion being 
clofcdV we were tondu£led into a great hall, and 
treated by the Fathers with an elegant fupperof 
fedi, fweet- meats,, and fruits oif various forts in 
tKi hi^heft Jierfcftion. At our coming away, 
(hey give us fomc voUies with their fmall arms^ 
and we returned tlie compliment by a flouriffiL 
of trtimptts, &c. 

Fifteen days journey up the country there is 
faid to be a very rich gold mine % and tt was noc 
JoDg fince the French plundered , a bark with 
'800 weight of gold-duft on board, which i^ 
was bringing from the mine. Some men of 
credit told me, that the mines here are more 

Voi;il. ■ D lirofitabie 
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profitable than even Mnico or Peru ; but that 
the Tapoyars, who inhabit the tnUnd plains, are 
an unconquerable race of men, taller and ftrong- 
er than the Portuguefc, and not jo be brought to 
labour. The Brafilian women arc very fruitful, 
have eafy labours, retire to the woods, where 
they are delivered alone, and return no more 
till afcer a certain time allotted for purification. 
On tuefday the 30th of November we weighed 
anchor^ but a tornado coming on, we tacked, 
and (tood under the ' ifland till its fury abated. 
On the ift of December both fhips failed out 
of the bay, and purfucd their courfe to the 
fbuthward till the 21 ft, without meeting with 
any remarkable occurrence ; but on that day a 
young man fell from the mizen-top-fail yard, 
and fraftured his fltull. 

On the 23d we made land, which I fuppofed 
to be Falkland's Ifland, in lat. 51 deg. 25 mio. 
S. by eftimation. 

On the 24th, as we ran along Ihore, the land 
looked like fome part of England, having feve- 
ral good bays and vallies, but believe It to be 
wholly uninhabited. 

On the 5th of January, 1709, we had a via- 
knt gale of wind at north-weft, and very bad 
weather. At two in the afternoon we reefed 
both courfes, then lowered our fore yard, and 
Jay by till five, at which time our waftc was 
filled -with water, and we expefted the fliip to 
fink every moment : got down our fore-yard as 
wcU 
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well as we could, and loofcd the fprit-fiin to 
wear the Ihip, wtuch at hit we accompli(hed ; 
but in wearing we thought we fhould have foun- 
dered with the weight of water that was .in her 
wafte. Thus we fcudde^ before the wind, the 
Duke following, and at nine fbipped a fea in 
the poop, as we in the cabbin were going to fup- 
per. It beat in alt the cabbin-windows'and 
bulk-head, and hove the 6rft Lieutenant half- 
way between the decks, with leveral mutkets 
and piftols that hung there, darting a fword that 
was againft the bulk-head of the cabbin through 
my man's hammock and rug, which hung againll 
the bulk-head of the fteerage } and, had not the 
bulk-hea4 of the great cabbin given way, all 
we who were there muft inevitably have been 
drowned before the water could have been dif- 
chai^d. Our yaul was (laved on the deck, 
and it was a wonder that many were not killed 
with the Ihutters, the bulk-head, and the arms, 
which were driven with a prodigious force i but 
Providence delivered us frotrt this and many 
other dangers j only one man or two were hurt, 
and fome bruifed 1 but not one rag of dry cloaths 
was left us, our chefts, beds, and bedding, be- 
' ing all foaked in fea-water. Next day the ftorm 
abated, and we continued our courfe, coafttng 
very far to the fouth, where we endured much 
cold, by which many of our men were greatly 
aSefted, tnfomuch that a third part of both 
^ips companies fell fick, occaQoned, as I fup-. 
^e, b^ their being long wet and cold. We 
P ? W?r9 
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Were now in \u.'6i deg. 4$ min. S. long, from 
Fal[tUnd*s Ifles 18 degi 5 min. W. 

"Monday 17, by a good obfervation I found 
thSt we were got round Cape Horn, Terra del 
•Fucgo, and the Straits of Magellan, and to the 
northward of Cape Tiilcria. 'On the 19th I 
rtckoned we were to the northward of Port St. 
Stephen on the coaft of Patagonia in the Great' 
South Sea. 

- On Monday the 3 ift, at eight in the morning, 
made the Iflaiid of Juan Fernandes, where we' 
defigned to wood and water. In the afternoon 
Cap:. Dover went off in the Pinnace to get fonie' 
provifions, and in the evening faW a fire alhore,' 
which made us conclude there were Ihips m the' 
road, as we were afibred the ifland had ho inha- 
biunts : we therefore made the iignal for the 
boat to return, and Die accordingly came on 
board about twelve at night. 

■ Tuelday Feb. i, we rowed and towed into the 
great bay, and came to an' anchor in 56 fathdrii' 
tfater. All this day we had a clear fh1p expeift-' 
inga rencounter ;'boC' were much tlifappointed, 
when, inftead of a valuable prize, we difcover-' 
ed only an odd figure of a m'an^ who had beeh 
the folerefidenton the iQand for more than four! 
years. His name was " Alexander Selkirk,' a 
Scotchman, who had been Mailer of the'Cihque-° 
ports, the ftiip that accompanied Dampier in 'his 
vdyage. to the South Seas, and'was,' as'Dampicir' 
feid, one of the beft ftieh in her. ^ Captam Ro- 
gers immediately agreed wit^ him to be fiis matici 
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It was this man who iqacle the f^re in the night 
when^he faw our Ihips,' ^hich he jujged to be 
Engtilh. During his ftay here, he ^w leveral 
Slips pafe bj^ i but onljr two camft to an anchor. 
As he went to view them, he found thepi to be 
Spaniards, and retired from them-, upon which 
they Ihot at htm. Had they been French he 
would have fubmitted, but chofe to rifque his 
dyin^ alone on the ifland rather than fall into 
the hands of the Spaniards, becaufe he apprc- 
licnded they would either murder, or make a 
(lave of him in the mines ; for he feared th^f 
would Iparc no ftranger that might be capable 
of difcovering the Soliih Seas. The Spaniards 
had landed before Ije kntw what they were;, ani 
they came fo near him that he bad much ado to 
eTcapp J for they not only fiiot at him, but pur- 
fued him to th^. wDod% where he climbed to the 
top of a'tree, at tlitf foot of which th^y charged, 
theV. pieces, and killed fevcral goats juft oy, 
but 'went off again li^ithout difcovering himi 
He toid lis, that he. was born at Largo, in the 
county of Fife, and was bred a failor'from his. 
youth. .The realbn of Kis being left here w_as a 
di^erencc between him and his Capta'm, which, 
t^ec^hcr with the (hip's being leaky, made him 
willirig rajher to ftay here, thah to go along with 
hmatj firi^ and when he ^as at laft willing to, 
^ his Capxajn would not, receive turn. He had, 
bi^ at. the ifland before to. wood and water, 
wben t»;o^ of the fliip's. compapy M^ere left upon, 
«, fbi(0j^i99Oth^ till thi (hip returned, bein 
chaced 
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chaced thence by two French South Sea Ihips.. 
He had with him his cloaths and bedding, with 
a firelock, fome powder, bullets, and tobacco t 
a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, fome 
pradical pieces, and his mathematical inftru- 
mcnts and books. He diverted and provided 
for himfelf as well as he could ; but for the Brit 
eight months he had much ado to bear up a- 
gainft melancholy, and the terror of being Uft 
alone in fuch a defolate place. He built two 
huts in Fiemento- trees, covered them with long 
grafs, and lined them with the fkins of goats 
which he killed with his gun as he wanted, fo 
long as his powder lafted, which was but a 
poundj and that being almolt fpent, he got &rc 
by rubbing two fticks of Fiemento wood toge- 
ther upon his knee. In the leHer hut, at fome 
diftance from the other, he drelt his victuals, 
and in the larger he flept, and employed hionfelf 
in reading, Gnging pfalms, and praying; fothai; 
he laid he was a better Chriftian while in this 
folitude than ever be was before^ or than, he was 
afraid, he fhould ever be again. 

At firft he never cat any thing till hunger 
conftrained him, partly ifor gri^, and partly 
for want of bread and fait, nor did he go to bed 
till he could watch no longer. The Fiemento 
wood, which burnt very clear, fcrved him both 
for fire and candle, and refrcflied him with its 
fragrant fmcll. He might have had filh enough, 
but could not eat them for want of fait, becaufe 
they occaGoned a loofenefs, except crayfifli, 
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which are as large as lobfters, and very good. 
Thefe he fometimes boiled^ and at other times 
broiled, as he did his goat's-flelh, of which he 
made good broth. He kept an account of 50a 
that he killed, while there, and caught as manf 
more, which he marked in the ear and let go. 
When his powder failed he took them by fpeed 
of feet, for his way of living and continual ex* 
ercife cleared him of all grofs humours, fo that 
he ran with wonderful fwiftnefs through the 
'woods and up the rocks and hills, as we pct- 
ccivcdj when we employed him to catch goats 
for us. We had a bull-dog which we fent with 
feveral of our nimbleft runners to help him to 
catch goats ; but he diftanced and tired both 
the-dog and the men, caught the goats, and 
brought them to us on his back. He told us 
that his agility in purfuing a goat had once like 
to have coft him his life. He purfued it with 
fo much eagernefs that he catched hold of it oa 
the brink of a precipice of which he was not 
aware, the bufhes hiding it from him ; fo that 
he fell with the goat down the precipice a great 
height, and was fo bruifed with the fall that he 
narrowly efcaped with his life ; and, when he 
came to his fenfes, found the goat dead under 
him. He lay there about twent-four hours, and 
was fcarce able to crawl to his hdt, which was 
about a mile diftani, or to fiir abroad again in 
ten days. He came at laft to relilh his meac 
without fait or bread. * He had a conftant fup- 
ply of good turncps,which had beenfown there by 
Captain 
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■C^J)tain t)amptef, aiii have liow qveripreail 
9sHi^ kttts of grouhd. He hia good cabbago 
from the caobage-trees that grow wild upon the 
iflitadt alio ieafoned hjs meat wttli ttie fcuk of 
the f'iemellto-tl'ees, ^tiich is the.Jame if Jamai- 
ca pepper, and fniells delfcloufly... f|e found 
^tfo a black- peppet-, caffed Kf alaget^, which waa 
Very good to expel wirid and ftrchgthqi the fto- 
ffia^ch. i4e fbon wc^re out all his flioes a.i\^ 
clt^ths by running in tlie wooids i and at la(t. 
Being forced to iKift without Acfti, n'{s feet be- 
irarne fo hard, that he ran evel-y wKere without 
difficutty, i and it was foirie tune before he could 
^eirthHis after we found tiiin ; ipr^jiot being 
iifed to any fd loiig, His feet Iweficd wl^tt^ie 
catnfe to wear tKeiJi again.. After he 6ad coft- 
que'red IiIs"melancTtoTy, He diverted himfclf fomo- 
times wi'thciituri^ his name upon tti^ trees, fpint^ 
tifA'es witTi contrivances to vary and increafe bu 
jtock of toblsj arid fdtnetTmes m cleai;<eyeDing9 
in counting tlie ftafs. He Was"' at fxrlt much 
peftercd *i't1i' cats an'd rats that had Bred in 
great niimtiets from fpme oT eacti fpeciea which 
had got adidre from fl^ips that put iji there to 
Wood and water. Tlie rats gnaw^ his feet and 
deaths' while he dept, which obliged bim tp 
cherifli tfie cats w'ith his goat's flefliv biy which 
many of them became fo tame, that they would 
be about him in hundreds, and foon delivered 
hini from the rats. He likewifc tamed fomc 
Kids ; arid, to vary his diverfions, would now 
and theii 0'ng and teach them to dance i fo tbu 
by 
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by his natural flow of humour, and the vigour 
of his youch, being now but 30 years old, he 
Came at laft to conquer all the inconveniences 
qf his folitude, and to be very eafy. When his 
cloaths were worn out, he made himfelf a coat 
«id a cap of goat's fktns, Mvhich he Hitched to*, 
gether with little thongs of the fame that he cut 
with his knife. He had no other needle but a 
nail I it\df vh^a his knife was worn out to, the 
back, |ie made others of fome iron hoops that 
wt^re aftuM'ei ^faich he beat thin» and ground 
upon ftoncs. Having feme linnen cloth by 
him, he ieyred himfelf Ibme Ihtrts with a nail, 
and fticched tficfn with the worfted of his old 
ftockifigs which he pulled out on purpofe. Ha 
had his laft fliirt on when we found him on the 
ifland. At his coming on board us, he had fo 
much foi^ot his language A>r want of ufe, that 
we could fcdrce underftand him i for he feemed 
CO fpeak his words by halves. We ofiered him 
«* dram ; but he would not touch it, having 
drank nothing but water fince his being there i 
and it was fame time before he could relifh our 
victuals. He could give us no account of any 
Other prod4i£t of the ifland than what we have 
aientioned, except fome black plumbs, which are 
very good, but hard to come at, the trees which 
bear them growing on high mountains and rocks. 

The officers that went firft on fliore were in- 
vited CO hb retreat; but the way to it being 
1^ n^ed and intricate, only a very few of 

Vol. JI. £ them 
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them had curiofity enough to vifit it.. He had 
conceived an irrcconcileable averfion to an offi-. 
cer on board the Cinque PortSi who, hi was in- 
formed, was on board the Duke % but, not be- 
ing a principal in command, he was prevailed 
upon to wave that circumftance, and to accom- 
pany Captain Dampier, for whom he had a 
friendfbip. He was very ufeful while the (hips 
Aaid at Juan Fernandez, in fupplying them with 
frefti protfifions, and in facilitating the bufinefs 
of taking in wood and water. He faid, he had 
feen fnow and ice in July, which is the middle 
of winter in that climate j but the months of 
September, Oftober, and November, are incon- 
ceivably pleafant ; the air being perfutned with 
a fragrance that cherilhes and revives the fpirits» 
and has a wonderful eSedt upon animals, as well 
as men, which Selkirk remarked by their play- 
wardnefs and plumpnefs. He particularly di- 
reded us to a plant not much unlike feverfew, 
of a mofl: grateful and cordial fccnt, with which 
wc ftrewed the tents of the fick, who were there- 
by much comforted, and their cure facilitated. 
We gathered many bundles of it, dried them ■ 
in tiic fliade, and fent them on board. 

On the 13th of February, a general council of 
officers was held on board the Duke, when many 
necelfary regulations were agreed to, for the 
maintenance of order, difcipline, and fecrecy ; 
among which, two infpcSors were appointed 
from on board the Duke, to take account of all 
prizes taken by the Duu:hersi and the like 
number 
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' number from the Dutchefs, to rcgifter fuch as 
ihould be taken by the Uuke. 

While we continued in this bay the carpen- 
ters Btted up the pinnaces, the frames of which 
were ready prepared at Briftoi, at our firft fet- 
tiDgout. 

On the 14th the pinnaces were launched, and 
having each a gun fitted to her prow, were tried 
in the bay, to fee how they would fail, being in- 
tended to ferve as fmall (hips of war, to examine 
the harbours where the large Ibips could not 
venture 10 approach the fliore. And now, hav- 
ing all things in rcadhiefs, we began to 6repare 
for our departure, all our ficlc men being re- 
covered, except two who died, and were buried 
on the ifland. 

On the 15th we cleared the bay, and purfued 
a northerly courfe till the 24th, when we eroded 
the Tropic of Capricorn, and fliot fome Tropic ' 
birds about the flze of a partridge, with only a 
fingle feather in their tails, but that very long, 
and very taper. We had now the fea as fmooth 
as a pond i and, having little to do, we ordered 
the men to attend prayers regularly twice a day, 
prohibited gaming, to prevent; the artful from 
caking advantage of the finiple ; and impofed a 
penalty againft fwearing, by which that vice was 
almoft excluded the Qitp's company. 

On Monday the 28th I ordered three of our 

mm to be put in irons, for cutdng the meat in 

(be fteep-tub, and hiding it -, and on the 2d of 

S ? MftTch, 
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March, Capuin Courtney caufed them tabo 
whipped and pickled, by way of example; 
On Thurfday the 14th of March, Captaiq 
' Rogers, Captain Dover, and Captain Dampier, 
came on board the Ducchefs } aad concluded, 
that the ftriA obfervation of Lent having pre- 
vented the Spaniards from trafficking in thofe 
feas, the moft eligible plan would be to bear 
away under an eafy fail for Lobas, .and. there 
to fi^jply ourfeives with boats to land at Guaya- 
quil i but in the afternoon faw a bil,gaTcchao^ 
and took her. She came from Guayaquil, and 
was bound for Cheripe to load flour, and had 
been out 16 days. The crew yvre all Indians, 
except one Spanifli paflengcr. Tht;y had no? 
thing on board but about 50 1. in money to pf^y 
for their cargo, -and told us, that part .of ^e 
new town of Guayaquil had lately been burnt^ 
that the Jefus Maria, formerly a inan-of-war, 
was coming from Lima to be there rebuilt ; that 
another large £hip was cxpeded from Panama at 
I^yta ; and that they bad heard poi(hiag o£ any 
Englifli men-crf'-war or privateen being in thc^ 
feas. , , 

On the 1 6th we made the ifiand ^ Lobo^ 
and in the evening anchored in the road- It lie* 
in lat. 6 deg, 5 min. S. about 16 leagues from the 
continent, is barren, .and affords neither woo4 
nor water ; but ther£ is good riding for Ihips, 
and harbours proper tor repairing and careening, 
Here the prize was fitted up, and ic was agreed* 
that I Ihould go Out in her with35men,tocruife 
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in CDo^any with tbe Dutchels % and with tbtc 
view (he was new named, and called Ti>e Begw- 
ning Galley. 

On the 26th, at day-break, we faw a fhip 
ftandtng to the fouthward. and foon came up 
with her. She was a bark of 50 tons, bound from 
Guayaquil to Truxilloi with timber and cocoa- 
nuta. It was agreed, that Captaiti Courtn^ 
Jbould ftand in with her in the nighty and tha( 
I Ihould continue to cruife till farther orden, 
which on the 27th I received, and the fame even- 
ing canie to an anchor by the Duke and Dutch- 
efs in Lobos-Road. Next day, the prifoners be- 
ing Hcamined, recited, that a Atp of 36 brats 
gims was expeiled from Lima with ^he Vicerojr 
of Mexico and his mothtf on board t and that 
they were bound to Paoama. Upon thisintelK- 
gence it was rejblved in full council to cruife in 
quell of this Sbipt and if Ihe elcaped to attack 
Guayaquil. 

While the Duke ky at Loboa, the carpentccs 
built a large boat to land men, in c^ of an at- 
tack i and, having made all neceflary prepara- 
tions, and the Ikk men from both &ips being 
put on board the laft prize, which was called 
the Irures/et oar firft Lieutenant was ordered to 
icoqunand the B^mmtig Galley i and on the 3Lft 
flf March we left Lobos, and agreed tO cruiie 
&x leagues to the windward of the Saddle of 
Payta^ aa the moft likely ftauoA td fiicceed iti 
PMr enterprize. 

On the ad of April ve feU in witji a Urge 
fliip. 
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Ihip* of 400 tcHis, from Panama,, heavily laden 
with dry goods, commanded byCaptain Morel, 
and thought to be one of the largell merchane- 
ihips in all thofe Teas. He had 50 or 60 blacks 
on board, belidcs feveral paflengers. 

The next day we took another prize of fmall 
value, having only about 90 or 100 1. in phtte, 
and a fmall quantity of timber. She was of 50 
tons burthen, commanded by Juan Perezillo 
Baftitlo, who cold us that a bilhop was coming 
by fea from Panama to Lima with 200,000 
pieces of eight, and a confiderable quantity of 
family plate ; but no ihip appearing in light 
from the 3d to the 9th, it was then upon Con- 
jultation agreed to call in the cruifers, and to 
attempt the conqueft of Puna and Guayaquil. 
This refolution being taken in council, it was 
next debated, who Ihould command in chief on 
Ihore } and> after a warm conteft, it was at length 
^;reed, that Captain Rogers, and Captain Coure- 
ney Ihould each command a company of (eameo, 
and Captain Dover a party of landmen | due 
Captain Dover fhould ^ve the word of command 
the firft night, and the other two Captains take 
their turns. 

On Sunday the loth, Mr. Vanbrugh, the 
owner's agent, was removed from the council, 
and Mr. Samuel Hopkins was chofen in hfs 
room } the charge againft him was founded on 
killing the Indian, as already mentioned, and 
engaging to vote with Captain Rogers upon aU 
Opc^ions, Captain Dover likcwife charged 
him 
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him wiih iofolence, and with difobeying or- 
ders. 

On the 12th, the attack of Guayaquil was 
finally Tectted, and the whole fleet fet fail for 
that harbour. Some new regulations were 
framed, and frelh encouragement propofed to 
animate the men to behave refolutely. 

The three commanding officers feledted each 
their refpe&ive parties. Captain Dover the ma- 
rines, and the Captains Rc^rs and Courney 
two parties of failors, 75 men in each } Cap^ 
tain Dampier commanded the artillery, and 
was to form a body of referve, to a£t as occalion 
fliould offer. The whole number employed in 
this fervice amounted to 238 eEe£tive men. 
The care of-the fliips and prizes was at the lame 
time entruded to the Captains Cooke and Fry, . 
who, beCdes a fmall complement of failors, had 
226 Indians and blacks on board. < . 

Friday 15. Saw a fail near the ihore, and, 
having little wind, the Duke's boat commanded 
by Captain Fry, and ours by myfelf, made di- 
re&ty for her, going off in fuch hafte that nei- 
ther of us had the fwivel»guns we ufed to carry, 
nor our full complement of men. The Duke's 
boat nearing her firft, the put out Spanifh co- 
lours^ fired a gun, and holfted her Spanifh flag 
at the matn-top-mall head. The Duke's boat 
then lay by for us to come up. We faw fhe 
was French-builc, and, by the defcription the 
prifoncra had given us, concluded it muft be the 
Ibip we had been fo long cruifing for, which 
was 
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was to cany the Bt(hop. Our fliips being alaioll 
Out of fight, and the Spaniards fo near the 
coaft, we refolvcd to lay her on board on each 
, bow, and accordingly fell to it. The difpute 
was hot fot- a long time, we keeping a conftant 
fire, and the enemy returning it, who kilted two 
of Captain Fry's men, befides wounding one of 
his and two of mine. One of the killed was 
Mr, John Rogers, our fecond Lieutenant, and 
brother to Captain Rogers. The Duke's boat, 
. finding the enterprize defpftrate, bore away ; 
and fome time after we did the like : but Cap- 
tain Fry hiving put fome of his men aboard of 
xa, given us fome powder and (hot, and taken 
in our wounded, I made again to the chace, re- 
folving to keep her from the fliore, and, rathet 
than fail, to clap her aboard. The Spaniards, 
perceiving our defign, edged off to fca, and vt 
followed them. Our Ibips came up apace, awi 
the Dutchefs having* fired a (hot or two, flie 
ftruck her colours, and furrendered. The men 
begged for good qgarter, and we prDmifed theiii 
all civility. This (hip came from Panama, and 
was bound for Lima, fo be fitted out for a man 
of war. There were 70 blacks, and many p*(^ 
fengers; with a confiderable quantity of pearis 
on board : the lading conltfl^d of bale goods* 
and fome things belonging to the K(bop 1 but 
they had fee him, with his attendant!, a^ore at 
point Sl Helena, from whence he was to go by 
land to Guayaquil. While the French poflefie^ 
this veflei, flie was called La Lune d^r. She 
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^35 of 270 cons burden^ and commanded b^ 
Don Jofcph de Arizabella. ^ 

Sacurday 16. Took a fmall bark laden #itK 
hides and fome flour, and buried our Lieute- 
nant, being all much concerned for the lofs of 
fo gBod an officer, 

Silnday 17. All things being now in order^ 
our men went aboard the two barks in order td 
land^ arid Captain Fry and I took charge of 
the Ihips, prizes, aAd prifoners. 

Monday 18. ■ At one in the morning, being 
tiear the iiland Santa Clara, our two barks witti 
the latid- forces' left ui. 

Tuefday igt Vhi bodts rowed tfith 45 tHeri - 
towards the ifland Puna, and came to a grap-' 
pUng clofe under the land, out of fight of the 
look-outs. We feized the Governor of the" 
iiland, and fenc our carpenter and two or three 
hands along the (horcj to cut all the bark-logsj 
aEid canoes in pieces, for fear they Ihould get 
away and alarm the tpwn of Guayaquil. 

Thurfday 2 1. I fen: the Beginning a-head, for 
fear of dinger, whtj, feeing a veffel riding clofe 
ilnder point Afcna, fired two fwivel guns ui 
her ; but fouhd liobbdy dii board. She was a 
new Spanilh bark going td load faU, arid had 
rtothiilg in her but i few jarS Of Watef. At five 
in the afternSon the tranfports rowed fOr the 
town of Guayaquil, and at eleven at night wertf 
fo near as to hear one centinel call to anothef 
for fire to be brought. Perceiving we were dif* 
covered} we rowed over to the other fidci and 

Vofclli F fivr 
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faw a fjf-p made where che centinets talked, and 
foon after many lights all over the town. Wc 
heard them likewife ring the alarm-bell, and . 
■ fire feveral volleys ; and we obferved them to 
light a fire on the hill to give the town ngticc 
of our being come up the river. Hereupon the 
boats came to a grappling, \yhen fuch a hot dif- 
puce arofe among fome of our chief officers, 
■ that they were heard aftiore j the officers differ- 
ing in. their opinions, whether ta land immedi- 
ately, or ftay till fiiprning j however, at ii& ic 
was agreed; that, fince we dj4 Qpc know the. 
^ound, it was beft to flay till day-ljght. 

Friday 22. Our forces being all joined, we- 
{^a% 'a Aag of truce, with the Captain of the 
french'buik Ihip, and another prifoner, to the 
Gorrcgidor, who aiked him our number, which 
the Captain magniSed. TheCorr^idorfuggefted 
th^t we were mere boys i but the Captain re- 
. plied, he would find we were npen, for we had 
iought him bravely in our open boats, though, 
he had killed one of the Commander's brothers, 
and wounded and killed others ; and therefore 
advifed him to agree for the ranfbm of the cowD* 
Saturday 23. The pinnace went up the river 
>fter fome vellels, and brought iix of them to 
anchor by pur b^rks t 4nd we alfo took poflef- 
fion of two new Hiips, of about 400 tons each. 
Wc then went afliote with a flag of iruce» 
and ttic GovernoF came on board to agree about 
^e ranfom of the town and {hips ; but this not 
being 



DiailizodbvGoOglf 



Captaih COOKE'S VOYAGES. 35 

being then concluded, he promifed to meet the 
Captain at feven in the evening, bdt was not fb 
good as his word. 

Sunday 24. The Governor came off a'galn 
to treat, and our Captains would have feizcd 
him for having forfeited his word ; but he al- 
ledging that it was incompatible with his com- 
ing with a flag of truce, was fet afhorc igain, 
and all things were made ready for the attack. 
Accordingly the men landed, and, being com- 
manded'to proceed, they went on with fo much 
bravery, that the Spaniards fired only their firft 
volley and fled, our people prefling and purfu- 
ing them to their cannon, which they foon dci 
ferted, the gunner only, who was an Irilhman, 
ftanding by them till he was wounded in fou^ 
places, of which wounds he foon after died. 
Our men then marched in a body through bbtH 
towns, drove out the enemy, and, placing ihtci 
guards m the three churches, fet fire to five o^ 
fix houfes adjoining to the wood, left the eriemj^ 
fliould annoy our guard, which was withirr p'n- 
tol-Oiot. AD' this night they kept firing out of 
the woods at our ccntinels, but did them nfcj 
harm. In the mean time the Dutehefs's pin- 
nace, commanded by Lieutenant Coniiely, wen^ 
up the river, landed . at every hbUft, took the 
plate, and what elfe of value they found, ahci 
hiad fomc fltirmiflies with the enemy, iit which. 
Okie of our men was wounded. 

Monday 25. in the night one of oqe centi, 

fltU ftot WlJthtfr belonging to us, vK6 was gc> 

F 4 ing 
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ing from his poft, and did not . anfwer when 
challenged three fimes ; our iirl^ Lieutenant's 
piftol went ofir by his fide, and wounded him in 
(he leg ; and angther of our men was alfo fhoc 
through the foot by one of our own pcc^le ; 
fnoreover, our furgeon cut off a mail's arm who 
had been hurt by one of opr grcnadoe Qietls, 
which broke in the bark when fired out of the 
pohorne. The afternoon was (pent in Shipping 
pff* provifions from the town, and difpofing all 
fhings in cafe of an attack in the night. 

Tuefday z6. A flag of truce came to treat 
foncerning ranrpming the town, which was at 
Jaft agreed on for 30,000 doUara. We were to 
have three holtageSf and to flay ^t Punatil^ 
they could raife the money. 

Wednefday 27. The hoilages catpeon board} 
^nd we look down our Union flag, and hoifted 
^ flag of truce, firing a gun fqr a fignal that the 
Spaniards might come into the town, aod that 
po farther hoftilltics iho^ld bf coipinitted pq 
cither fide. 

Thurfday 98. Our barl^s weighed with 
fhe beginning of the ebb, the Duke's pinnace 
making the belt of her way down to the fliips { 
?nd the float, after going aftiore to fetch off the 
great guns, weighed alfp, and fell down the ri> 
yer. 

Friday 29. Captajn Rogers came aboard, 
an^ gave us an account that they had taken,. 
- plundered, and ranfomed the town of Guaya- 
quil } that three of our men had been killed^ 
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two by our own people, and one by the Spar 
oiards, and four wounded , that the inhabitants* 
whilft treating, had carried off their money and 
place, retiring to the woods, and leaving thetr 
guns, four whereof were taken, with a conii- 
derable quantity of meal, peafe, fugar, brandy, 
and wine, all which was coming down io the 
barks. This day Hugh Tidcomb, who wai 
ihot by his fellow- centinel, died. At four ia 
the afternoon, fpied a fail (landing up the river 
with the tide of flood : we fcnt both Ibips beau 
after her, and before, night they brought her in, 
She was a fmall Spanifli bark from Cheripe, 
having on board 330 bags of meal, 35 hundred 
weight of fugar, fome onions, quinpes, and 
pomegranaites. This, with the fiv bark^t aid 
two great fbips ranfotited by [he town of 
Quayaquil, made fourteen prijes taken in thqfe 
feas. 

Sunday 30. Captain Rogers went a^o^d the 
French built fliip to carry her up to Puna, ii» 
{lopesof difpoQngof her cargo and fome of the 
blacks, who only ferved to eat up our provi* 
i)ons ; as alfo to bring down what water and 
provifions could be got ; Captain Courtney 
being gone there before on the fame account. 

Monday, M^ty '• A boat c^e down froo} 
the town with part of (he ranfoip, whereupon 
pioft of the prifoners were fet on ihore. 

Thurfday 5. Captain Rogers returned with 
(he French-builc fliip, the Spaniards having 
^ilgfiC R9"^ of ^^^ <:^rgo i but they had paid 
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44^000 doltan, pan of the 30,000 ranfom-, upon 
which, the Governor of Puna, one of the hofta- 
ges, was difcharged, but the others kept. 

Friday 6. In the afternoon the Duke and the 
prizes ^ined us, when we were feven fail in alt. 
j\ boat came down with about 3000 dollars 
moret in money and plate -, and the men told us, 
chat the other 3000 dollars would foon cdme, 
and 12,000 more to purchafe goods : but this 
we fuppofed t6 be a trick to keep us till the 
men-of-war (hould come from Lima^whereupon 
we made all poffible difpatch to get out of the 
bay, kept three of the hoftages, and feni the pri- 
fbners alhore. The Beginning, being of no other 
ule, fince we had better veflels, we Ibid to the 
Spaniards for the value of 50I. in pearl, gold 
chains. Set. and put the prifoners aboard, but 
kept pilots, and a man that could fpeak Englifh, 
the Prefident of Panama's fon, and the hoftagcs.. 
The weather being very hot, fome of our men 
ftU into fevers; and in a few days we had near 
loofick, and among the number Capt. Court- 
ney. 

Siinday 8. Sailed with a fmall breeze at N. W. 
At noon it began to blow frelh; but nothing 
material happened till the 13th, when, believing 
ourielves near the longitude of the Gallapagoes, 
■where ,we' defigned to water, fit our Ihips, and 
refrefh our men, we lay by from fix in the Even- 
ing till four tlie next morning, for fear of run-^ 
ning by th'ofe idands in the night. 

Wonday i6. Mr. Hopkins, Lieutenant of the 
niarines. 
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marines, and one ^f the dodors of the Duke, 

<lied. • 

TuefiJay 17. Savy land, being one of the GiU- 
lapagoe iQands. Next day the Duke's boat 
went on fhore to feek for watpr, but cou3d 6nd 
none in any of them, tho* Captain Cowley, in- 
his voyage found the rounds fays there is good 
water in one of them ; but we mifled the place. 

The 2Cth, 2 ift, and 22d, we fpent in plying 
among the iQands, where the boats found abun- 
dance of turtle, large rock-filh, and guanos. 
Thefe laft named creatures are larger here than 
thofe m other parts of the Weft Indies, and are 
of feveral colours and fizes. They are eaten 
by the feamen, and reckoned good meat, though 
tjieir deformity made me loathe them, 

Thurfday 26. Captain Rogers and Captaia 
Dover came aboard the Dutchcfst and, after 
hoklijig a council, it was refoled to run in for 
the iflaod of Plata to water, and to come off. 
again, for fear c^ meeting with twoFi^nch Qiips, ^ 
qqe of 60, and the other of 46 guns, and the 
Spanifti men-of-war, which, we were told, would 
be fliortly in fearch of us. Some days before 
this we loft Mr. Hatley, who was in one of the 
prizes, with five or fix white men, four blacks, 
and an Indian, having on board little or no pro- 
vifions or water, and no beat i and we never 
more heard of them. 

Monday 30. The officers of the Duke came 

aboard.lo confule about the propereA place to ca- . 

neo and water at i actd 'twas agreed 10 go co the 

illand 
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IQand Gorgona,to fee whether any Sp'ani0i (hipl 
were there, and from thence to Mangia, whertj 
are fome Indians, enemies to the Spaniards, who, 
IE was faid, would fupply us with -fwine and ■ 
A>wls, good waterj turtle, planiainSi and other 
refreOimenis. 

Wednefday, Jone t. Someof oUr tfttiiwcr^ 
told, that a confpiracy was forming on board 
the galleon among the prifoners and blacks. 
"Wecxaniined the Spaniards, who protefted they 
knew nothing of it; then put matches between 
the fingers of two blacks, making them believ* 
we would burn them to the bone if they would 
not confefs. They owned there had been a talk 
of killing the Englifh among the Indians and 
blacks, but they believed it was not in earnelt j 
however, they were difperfed into feveral Ihips 
to break the combination. 

Sunday 5. Saw a fail right-a-head ' of uj| 
£haced, and at eight in the evening came up 
with her, fired a chace-gun, and Ihe ftruck. 
The vefiet was of about 80 tons burden^ bound 
from Panama for Guayaquil, was laden with 
iron and other merchandiae, and had two wo- 
men and feveral paffcngers of note on boards 
one of whom was going Governor to Baldivu» 
whofe name was Don Juan Cardofo, and who 
had been not long before taken on the other 
jide by the Jamaica cruifers. 
■ Monday 6. Made the beft of oof way fof 
Gorgona 1 and at three in the afternoon nexe 
day, the Dokcwiih the galieun came to an an- 
«hor 
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thop in that harbour. Same day faw a fail bear- 
ing down towards the ifland, till fpying the gal- 
leon in the offing, fhe flood to thc«eftward» I 
went out in the pinnace well-inanned, and at 
noon took aad brought her to an anchor. She 
Vas a bark of 50 tons^ called £1 Soldado, came 
6ut of a friiall port the night before, and was 
bound for Guayacjuii, to load fait,- brandy, &c. 
She had in her in gold chains and money to the 
value of 5 or 6 hundred pounds, defigned to pnf- 
ih^fe her c^rgo. 

Monday 13. Hild a full counciton board 
the puke, and rcfolved to careea our Ihips here 
as foon as poffibic. Here we continued till 
Sunday, Atiguft the 7th ; and in the mean time 
plunj:lered a fcttlement 6n the main, right oppo- 
jite the iQand, fee moft of our prifoners on Ihore 
on the continent, and brought fcven beeves, 14 
ho^t fome poditrjr, about 50 buflielsof Indian 
wheat, and a few goats on board : at the fame 
time a black born in Jamaica, who fpoke very 
good Engliffi, and had been taken with fomc 
Jamaica-men eight years before, came over to ua 
in a canoe. Captaii) Morel, too, formerly com- 
mander of the galleon, brought fome money and 
fruit, and a: merchant or two, who bought fome 
of our blacks. During our flay at this ifland. 
Captain Rogers, Captaip Courtney, myfelf, and 
fome other officers, underwent much fatigue in 
firing up the Marquis, for which Ihip we were 
^rced to get entirely new mafts and yards, make 
moft of the fiih, and a great deal of new cor- 

Yot. II. G dage. 
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dagc. - The fmith alfo made much new work t as 
did the carpenters, fail makers, riggers, andrope> 
makers, who all came to help us from each fhip. 

The 6th of Augud, I received my orders to 
command the Marquis, carryiog fo guns, 60 
white men, and 16 blacks i and, the (hips having 
taken in their loading from the prizes, and all 
our bufinefs being over at the iOand of Gorgona, 
we weighed anchor at 1 o in the morning, and 
ran to the north of the idand : but the mafts of 
the Marquis being new' and heavy, and a great 
weight of goods, between decks, I found fhc 
proved crank, and failed dull upon the wind^ 
fo that the Duke and Dutchefs were fun to fpare 
a great deal of fail for me to keep up with them. 

Friday 12. Held a confulution' about fend- 
ing the Marquis and a bark laden with bale- 
goods dirediy for India, to fave proviGons and 
gain time ; but this was oppofed by Captain 
Courtney, and others, in regard to the Marquis, 
which being a good veflel, might be of great 
ufe in cafe we fhould mAt with the Manilla 
ftiip, or the men-of-war we fuppofed were look- 
ing for us. 

Thurfday, Auguft 18. At fix in the morning 
faw a fail a-hcad, gave chacc, and the Dutchefe 
foon coming up with her, and firing a few guns, 
iheftruck, being a bark of about 70 tons, bound 
/rom Panama to Troxillo, with merchants goods, 
paffengers, and blacks, on board. The matter 
told us, he had been detained three months at 
Panama by an embargo, which being taken off 
upon 
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upon advice that we were going to ihe ifland of 
Juan Fernandez, he had fet fail. Enquiring 
what Ihips were out inqutft of us, ihe prifoncrs 
faid, they had advice at Panama of five or fix 
ftipsbeingorderedaficr U9, twoofthem French, 
of 48 guns each, and fome Spanifti, of the lilte 
ibrce, and good failors. They could tell no 
other news, than that the whole coaft was 
alarmed. 

Auguft 19. The Duke and Dutchcfs fired 
fome vollies to exercife their men. Next day 
■vc fell in with land about a league to the lee< 
ward of Tacames, ran within a league of the 
ihore, and on the 24th calf anchor in the bay, 
from whence the Dutchefs fent her pinnace 
afhore for water, but could get none. Tacames 
is a village of only feven houfes and a church, 
fianding in a bay, about feven leagues to the 
northward of Cape Francifco, The houfed are 
built of fplit bamboes, and covered with Pat- 
meto-leaves, flandingon ftilts or pofts^ and,in- 
ftead of Hairs, they have a piece of timber cue 
in notches to afcend by. The men employ 
themfelves in killing wild fwine with bows and 
arrows, and ftriking fi(h with their lances, at 
both which they are very dexterous. The wo- 
men have only a piece of baize tied about their 
middle, and carry their children at their backsi 
They are under the authority of the Spanilh 
priefts^ and are not permitted -to trade without 
their licence. 
On the 27th. They received a letter of leavo» 
G z and 
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and our boau went afliore to the houfes fof 

cattle } and on the aSth and 29th continued 
trading and watering till we had fufBciently 
fupplied the fhips. In return for thecivUity of 
thele Fathers, I fent as a prefent to the church 
at Tacames four large ima'ges, one of which was 
the Virgin Mary with our Lord and Saviour in 
her arms ; and I believe Captain Rogers and 
Captain Courtney alfo gave fomcthing to adorn 
their church. On Wednefday the jiftof Auguft 
we fet fail, the wind being at S. W. 

Thurfday, Sept i . Saw abundince of wateiv 
fnakes, one of which was coming up the Ode of 
our (hipt and our men beat it off. The ^la- 
niards fay, there is no cure for fuch ab are ba 
by them ; and one of our blacks happened to 
fall under that misfortune, and dted, notwithr 
(landing the utmofl care was taken by mir fiir- 
geons to recover him. 

On Wednefday, SepL 7. Made dbc of the 
Gall^agoe iflands. On the 10th, ftood clofe ta 
for the head-land, fending our boat on (bore for 
water and turtle. At notour boat came aboard^ . 
bringing 13 turtle. Tome weighing 200 #e^ti 
the other beats got near 50 each } and tke 
Dutchefs's feveral land-turtle, but no water;. 
Our men faw feveral jars, and fome of the VncM. 
and rodder of a tcITcI, and fliould have guefled 
k to be the prize, Captain Hatley, kA -when 
here before, but the rudder was too fmaH for her. 

Wednefday 14. The Dutchefs, Marquis, and 
fmall pn^, weighed, ran out, and hy by for the 
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Dake, which could not gee ouc for want of wind, 
On the 1 5th, fet fail in the morning ; and, toa- 
fideriog the fun was diredtty over our heads, tha ' 
weather was cold, occafisned, as t believe, by the 
fouiherly winds, which are coldeft in thofe partt. 
Thurfday, Sept. 2t. The Marquis kept the 

{lunjp continually going, having fprung two 
. eaks, nbt being well caulked at Gorgonai there- 
fore weared her on the other tackj and ftopt one 
leak, but coptd not had the otlier, being abouc 
the ftern. Weared again, and ftood to the weft- 
ward. 

f'riday 22, At a confultation on board the 
iJuke, it was agreed to fteer to the iflands Ma- 
irias,for a convenient place to reSt, wood, and wa- 
ter ; th(;n to cruife in queft of the ManHJa fhip, 
which was large, and of great value, being re- 
ported by the Spaniards to be wbrih 2,600,00a 
fterllngt 

On the 3d of Oftobtr. Cape CoHeates ap- 
peared, bearing ^. £. lo leagues j and on the 
4th in the morning we made the iflands called 
TresMarla^, a't.thedUlance of about i61eaguesj 
out could m}t Fetch thctti till the 6th, when we 
got under the lee of one of them. 1 lay off with 
Uie fhFp, and lent the boat athore' for water and 
turtle i but neither the one nor the othet was to 
ISe got, Ix^aufe (tf the furff. 

.fefort Dur coming to this place, we diTcover- 
ed the white rock, fbrinferly mentioned by Dam- 
^ier, atid took it for a Ihip ; 6a the fight of which 
'HA buTchds let go the bark Ihe had in tow, tel- 
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ling her to make the beftof her way to the middle 
iOand ; under the lee of which both the Duke 
and Dutchefs came to an anchor on the 7th and 
Sih ; and I might have been there as foon, had 
i not feen the bark fix or feven leagues to lee- 
vard. It was fortunate that I came in time to 
relieve her, otherwiie (he muft have perifhed, 
having neither wood nor water on board, and 
not being able to make up againtt the wind and 
current to reach the land. I bore down to her, 
fupplied her wants, and took her in tow till the 
20th in the morning, when the middle ifiand 
bearing north, diflanc about fevcn leagues, we 
faw a fait coming from the ifland before the wind, 
which proved the Dutchefs, who came in fcarch 
of us> and was glad to find us fafe ; brought us 
ibme water and turtle, and told us there was 
game enough in the ifland, if we could bear up 
to it. Captain Courtney took us in tow, to help 
us in the fooner, having cleaned his fliip's bot- 
tom before he fet fail to come to our aCGftance. 

On the I ith, I came to an anchor, after much 
trouble and fatigue in plying fo long againft the 
wind and current. Seven of Captain Rogers's 
bell blacks this day left him, and ran away. We 
continued in this bay till 

Moilday the 24th, when 3 general council was 
held, at which it was refolved to cruife off Cape 
St. Lucas for the Manilla Jhip, all our fliips be- 
ing now very well fitted, wooded, watered, and 
provided with turtle. Several warm debates hap- 
pened in council among our chief officers ; and. 
Captain. 
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Captain Dover quitted the Duke, and went oh 
board the Dutchefs, by his own free choice. I 
endeavoured to accommodate thefe differences, 
but to no purpofe, which gave feveral of us great 
concern. 

The iOands of Tres Marias, where we anchor- 
ed, abound with animals of various kinds, and 
the fliores with fifli } among thefe the fea and 
land turtle may be accounted of moft ufe to na- 
vigators. Of the fea-turtle there are various 
forts; as the green, which are the fwceteft and 
belt; the hawk's- bill, which are very good; 
and the logger-head, which the failors never re- 
fufe when the others are not to be caught. The 
method of taking them is by turning them, and 
when they are on their backs, they appear as ia 
the Plate, fig. i. 

The laAd- turtle lives conftantly aftiore, feeds 
upon grafs, moves very Qow, and, when an enemy 
approaches, covers icfelf under its fhell, fquatting 
clofcto'the ground, from which it is not eafily 
difcernible, appearing like a bare patch without 
verdure. The (hells of thefe animals are fo hard, 
that a man may tread upon them without hurting 
them. Their Beih is very good and nounfhing. 
They will live five or fix weeks without food, and 
appear to be never thewotfe.They lay round eggs, 
about the fize of a hen's, and arc very good to eat. 
Some of the fca-turtlc taken in the bay where we 
anchored had 200 eggs in them. Our men liv- 
ed almoft wholly upon turtle, and their eggs, 
from the time they went firft to the Gallapagoes 
tiU 
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till their departure for the ^ft Indjes, dving 
their fhip-provifions til) their run acrofs the 
South Seas. For the knd-^urtle, fee fig. i. 

At thefe idandsour men caaght plenty of the ■ 
fifli called old wives, fhey have very' pnall 
mouths, large eyes, a high fiti ^n t^ back^ and 
fliaped as you fee fig; 3. The colour of the 
body is a deep blue ; the fins of a lighter colour, 
tipped with yellow. Others arc of an alhi colour 
00 the back, and white under the bcHy. . 

The rock-fifh we caught in the ifland of Tres 
Marias were large, had great mottled 'fins, yeUp^ 
liacks, red bellies, and red and (tlack taBs. Sec 
6g.4. . 

Another fifb pur men caught w^s the c^valloip 
!n Ibape not much unlike the dolghin, with*, 
large bright eye, black back, white belly, a long 
ftreak from his gills to the middle of his t^l,' 
and is about the lize of a n)ackarel. Sec fig. j. 
- A fmall filh we found there, about fix inches' -* 
long, was very delicious i the back of an indi^ 
blue, a deep yellow ftreak running frtrni the gills 
to the tail, the belly white, and the till forked, 
It Items peculiar to thefe iflands, and wants x 
name. See fig. 6. 

Of the animals, the racoon was the molt pleo^ 
liful. It has a large black eye, whiflcers and nofe 
like a pig, tail and feet like a rat, a brownifh fi^ 
on his back, and a white belly. See fig. /• 

Of the venomous creatures, the Jcorpion is 

the moft noxious; its tail is jointed with a fmall 

^ing at the tip i it has two claws like thofe of 

the 
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the tobftcfi and4uhcadaadfeetl^Rve.ajieftFre- 
femt^bMc* to thofe of ^ fsnip fifti. See fig.i. 

Amoqg thfi -fingtng^buds £>und ia thoSi 
{flui4s, the cardjd^il 't>vd "'s ^^^o in greateft 
l^iiad«QCc. Jc M 4 very beauciful trird, wkb 
jcarleeftaihccij asdAii in .hcid ihe tnal^ iws ? 
tuft of ji^ jamejcoloar. They fxc of the r»mf; 
kiadwidiihofc vecaliibe yirginia Nightio^e t 
iiuc theSpdniaidsj^Lthsib cardiiul bicdy^ froai 
their fca^le^feathers. Stie fig. 9. 

Atitoag Ae regaabl^i we found the Mag- 
>ey'i{)laac, sr ISk-graft^ of which the ladiaos 
initkc ^cqicBi i«]s, iacka, and aU their curious 
ASttMigy lU flJifo yields 4 iiquCHT of yhtefa thef 
^iikc winti bans^f and a^opd b^Wuif. The 
^(tftrja^.itjcomeiiiNJm.ibie.pt^nt.is ^s C^ect as 
Ms^rt sfswftARdiBgitfc^c&oaff >i wine, and 
;1vJ9 MVMkHf :»WNei{4M7.. .It ha> th^ck juicy 
Icavei, dot uhltke thofe of Ai^/e, houfeleek, but 
,P<>ff s ■,»&■. IP * ««i6^j>|k . height in the foriti 
f^gsfi(tpfg4 ^ ^g.,iO| J^i^d, when it has ftood 
.'f^^P^:%'^7^¥ft if^;lff(^^?s cut put the middle 
Jc;^^-;^e3]fing -cbe jjieart ftf tiie plant hoUo^*' 
which of itfelf -fills with the juice^ and is every 
,p?ojpiffg.-j^^ring,rfit fta^ taken out and prcfcr- 
Jtejfi. JjJf -tj|i)3 jui^e -ijie Sj^aniards make fpiritsii 
firid it }s fo^va&^lf ofcd in one fliape or other 
by the Sfiigii^ds and Ifidixns in Ncv^ Spain, 
ii;t^t che^^y ^rigog ffotn it in on|e year is faid 
,^ t\?v,F,^^nupd to iipjOoofiieces of cightat 
t^ ^t pf Angfls ^fute. 

yjffc. H, Hr The 
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The prickly tree found on thofe iOands is efteen- 
ed a great cuiioGcy. TJie trunk of it is angular, 
and Covered witb prickles } isofapalegrecn,aad 
yields a gum which the druggifts call euphor- 
bium, which is faid to be powerful in removing 
pains in the head. It grows about t2 feet high, 
in the form reprcfeoted in the plate^ fig. 1 1. 

Thefe were the principal peculiaritiea oblenr. 
-able in the animal and vegeti^>le tribes at the 
iflands of Tres Marias. 

On tuefday, 0€t 2, at two in the afternoon, 
we weighed, and fet fail for Cape St. Luca^ 
where we fpread oorfelves for fear, the Manilla 
ftip (hould pafs by unfeen. The Duke cruifed 
flbout two leagues ta the (buthward of the 
Dutchefs, the Dutchels in the middle, and the 
Marquis two leagues to the northward of her. 
Place of rendezvous fix or feven leagues m fight 
of Cape St. Lucas. 

Nov. I. The Marquis ^rang two great leaks, 
and broke the collar of the fore-ftay, which 
obliged me to wear the- Ihip to fix the ftay, and 
then hauled up after the othei* fliips, and flop- 
ped the leaks. 

Tuefday 2. AW the officers and men on 
board the Marquis figned an inftruthcnt, oblig- 
ing themfelves to ftand by the articles agreed to 
by the companies of the other fliips; 

Nov. 4. I fpoke with Captain Courtney, and 

changed flations with 'him, he having better 

boats than mine to fend afliore for water and 

turtles 
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turtle -, or, in cafe of feeing the Manilla Ibip, to 
prevent her fending, the paflcngers afhore.with 
their wealth. The lothj the Duke and Dutchcfs 
having fpoken with each other, changed llattons,- 
the Duke gtnng in for tht Hiore, and .the Dutch> 
^ off to the outward ftation. 
' Nov. 22. Captain Rogers informed me» chat 
the bark and his boat had been m with the Ihore, 
and had fpoken w,ith the natives, who feemed. 
veiy civil, and had pearl and fome grain to dif* 
pofeofi and that there was wood and water 
enough., Nothing material happened till 

Dec. 13, when we had a confultacion pn 
board the Dutchcfs, to enquire into the (lock of 
firovi&ons on board<the fliips, and found by the 
accounts given in, that only three months meat 
at fliort aHowance, and two months bread, re- 
mained unexpended ; and, as there was no ap- 
pearance of the Manilla Ihip, though the ufual 
time of her coming was elapfed, it was agreed to 
make all pofiibledifpatch in fitting up thefljips, 
in order to make the bed of our way acrofs the 
PaciSc Ocean, that we might take the advantage 
of the trade-winds to carry us to Guam on our 
return home. In purfuance of this refotucion, I 
was ordered into harbout, as the. Marquis want- 
ed more confiderable repairs than either of the 
other two, and the Duke and Dutchcfs pro- 
pofed to cruife a few days longer, while I was 
getting forward to be in readinels to accompany 
ihem to Europe. 
Qn the I4.th, I bore away for Puerto Segurx, 
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^nd on the 15th entered the harbour 9.1 Ai4* 
night. 

On the i6tb proceeded to btt^cdi my firft 
orders being to return again td cruile as leon a«' 
poffible i but thcfe orders' were afterwards coun* 
termanded, it being abfolutely necefiary that all 
the fhips fhould rendezvous togeeher before tiftir 
final departure from the American coaft. 

This place is inhabited by about 2po Indi^RS^ 
living in huts made of boughs of trees ahd reeds, 
built like a bower, with a f^rein the middle^ 
round which they lie and flcep. They Ml ga 
naked, only the women have fhort pcttictlats 
made of Oik grafs, or elle of pelicans or deer! 
jkins. The men are firaight, and well limbed $ 
five by iifliing and hunting, and value knivesi feU~T 
iars, nails, or iron» beyond gold and filver. They 
have long black hair, and arc of a dark browq 
<;omple3tion. The women are very ordinary, and 
employ therofelves in gathering and grinding . 
corn, and in making BIhing-lina. _ They arc 
very hooeft and very civil* They affiled in fit- 
ting up the fhips, and took nothing awaf* bdS 
what was given them. Our people at their firft 
coming got fome pearls among themi but I ne- 
ver could fee an^.^terwards. I made figns for 
them to bring gold ) but they pointed i^ to ti^ 
mountains. They ufe bows and arrowsi and 
even the boys arc fo deictcrous as to kiU trird* 
Oying with them. 

Dec. 22. Being bufy about our repaira, at ip 

Iff the }i>^iiiT^ b^ard fpnie guns ^ring in tiie 

offing ; 
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pffihg: I bent my fails to baften to the aOiftance 
of my conforts* but the fea breexe coming on 
rendere(| it impoBible} whereupon I afcended 
an adjacent hi]!* and law our (hips engage a'dd 
take the Manilla &ip, xt^hich «6 had Men I() 
Jong expeAirrgi 

■fhe account Captalfi Rogers girrfs of the en» 
pagetncnt ij as follows : •* Atdajrbrtak,fiyshe, 
n-e lil« tHe chace fipon our weather-'Mr abottt 
9 H«gife from us^ thfcDtHchfefe i>head e^ ber td 
)eewstd» nnr about haif as far, Towards &t 
in tbe R)orftiDg our boat catnA on board* hiving 
kept vtrf near the chace >U nighi, and received 
no damage % but told us the Dutchefs palled by 
her \n the night, and Ihe fired two Cbot at him -; 
but (hey returned none. We had no wind* but 
gQt Out eight of our fl^ip's oars, and rtfwed about 
ah hour, when there fprung up a Imall breeze. 
I ordered a large kettle of chocolate td be made 
for out- ih\p*i fcompahy, having no fpitltuou^ lU 
-qubts ttjgivft them. Thni wt Wentto praytrs t 
Utd before yfi had ^onctuded^ vrUtt dlltu Acd by 
the enemy's fiHng at U9> They had bartth 
hanging at «aeh yaf-d-atn that looked like pav- 
det-barrels,* to deter tis frtiin boarding then. 
About eight o'clock we began to engage her 
by eurMvies, for the Dutchefs being to leeward, 
)liid having little wind, dkl not come up. The 
enemy fired her Hera chace upon us firft, which 
we returned with our fore-chace fcveral timcs,tiU 
▼c came nearer, and *ent clofc on board each 
Pfhpr, W* gave her leveral broadfides, plying 
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pur fmall arms very brifkly, which they return* 
ed as thick for a while, but did not ply their 
great guns with the fame alacrity. After fome 
time, we fbot a little a-head of them, lying 
thwart her hawfe, clofe aboard ; and ptied her 
fo warmly t thatfhefoon ftruck her colours two- 
thirds down. By this time the Dutchefs cam? 
up, and fired about Bve guns, with a volley of 
fmall ftioc i but the enemy, having fubmkted, 
made no return. We fent our pinnace on board, 
and brought the Captain with the officers away ( 
and, having examined them, found there came 
another Ibip out from Manilla with them of 
' larger burden, having about 40 brafs guns 
mounted, and as many patararoes j but the/ told 
us they loft her company about three months 
ago, and reckoned {he was got to Acapulco be- 
fore this time, fhc lailing better than this Ihip. 
This prize was called by the fwelling name of 
Noftra Signiora de la Incarnacioo Defengenio, 
Sir John Pichberty Commander, She had zo 
guns, 20 patararoes, and 193 men on board* 
whereof nine were killed, ten wounded, and fe- 
veral blown up with powder. We engaged 
them about three gla0es, in which time we had 
only myfclf and another man wounded. I was 
ihot through the left cheek; the bullet {truck 
awaypartof my upper jaw, and feveral of my 
teeth, part of which dropt down upon the deck 
y/hcTC I fell; and the other, an Itilb landman* 
was Hightljr wounded in the hip. They did uk 
Oft 
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fio great damage in our rigging, buc their fhoc 
difabled our mizzen-maft. 1 was forced to write 
vhac I had to fay to prevent the loik of blood* 
and bccaufe of the paio I fuSered bj fpeaking. 

On the 23d of December, after putting our 
fiiips to righta, we ftood in for the harbour,which 
was diftant about feven leagues to the N. E. Our 
furgeons went on board the prize to drefe their 
wounded men. About four in the afternoon we 
came to an anchor, and received the compli- 
ments of all on board the Marquis on our fud- 
den and unexpected fuccefs, which gave us no 
fmall fatisfadtion. We found that fiiip In good 
condition, ready to fail, and all the men on board 
her very briflc, and eager for aftion. 

At eight in the evening, we held a confulta- 
lion on the two great points ; 6rlt, what fhould 
be done with the prifoners and hc^ages i and 
next, how wc Ihould aft with regard to the other 
Manilla fliip, which we thought at lealt there 
was a great probability of taking. 

With refpeft to the firft, we propofed, as the 
hoftages from Guayaquil were men of honour, 
and as we had good reafon to believe that the 
Chevalier Pichberty, being brother to the famous 
M. du Cafs, was the fame, to make the beft terms 
we could with them, and fet them at iibertyi 
Accordingly, we put a part of the goods on 
board the bark into the prize, and then offered 
the remainder with the bark, together with what 
remained unpaid of the ranfom, for 6000 pieces 
of eight, and to take the Chevalier's bills pay- 
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able at l^ondon 'far Af money. This itiey ae^ 
cepted, and ^arp us an acknovdcdgoneot at Hid 
fame (inie^ ri}at they jttioi^ht k a good bargain. 
When this was fecdecl, we b^d nqthing ;hore td 
ilo than to provide for ov>r own rectiricyi and td 
look a^r.the other ga^^tiott. 
■ 1 was very deftrou$ pf gOJng odt with tht 
Dutchefs to cruiie for her ; but there having been 
iomc rdBcftipns caft, pn account of the Datch- 
efs's not engaging ptir laft pri%e lb fooh as it was 
thought flic might have done, Cajtain Courtney 
was ablblwly bepi on^goi^g out .with the Mar- 
quis ; and the QfiJ^ers of bpth Ibips rotinjg for 
this in council, pij propcffal y/as over-ruled, and 
we yrere forced to ftay in the harbour againfl: out' 
.will. It was, hpwever, agreed, that pe fliould 
put loof Quf b^handson boaCddicDmchefs^ 
andonChrittmas-eveflieandtheMarqutsjaird."- 
*— We now -return to Captain Gopkc in the 
Marquis. 

Sunday 2$. At eight iii the mOTning, bang 
two leagues ofFCape St. Lucas, we faw a iail dif- 
tant about feTcn leagues, which we concluded fxi 
be the Ihip we were in purfuit of. The DM.tcit- ■ 
efs was two leagues to the weftward, and we .both 
gave.chace. At noon the eoemy bore jfouf h^ 
diftant about 6ve leagues. At 12 at night, the 
tDutchefs got along-lide, and began to ei;gage' 
her. Captain Courtney fought hcf bravely 
about four glafles, and then lay by to ^cure bis 
mafts, and knot his rigging, which were much 
Winded aod fhattored. Our (hip not being fa 
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good A failor as the Dutchefs, could not come 
up. 

Monday 26. As loon as it was day, we faw 
the Spaniard's Sag, and knew him to be the Ad> 
niiral of the Manilla. At eight we perceived the 
Duke coming out to us. At two in the afteiv 
noon we got alongfide the enemy ; but the wind 
fhifting, could fetch no nearer than about half 
mufkct-fliot to leeward <rf her. She then fired 
two Ifaot at us, and we rettirned a broadfide and 
vollie3'T)f fmall arms, beginning the combat 
with three cheers. When we had' fought two 
glaiTes, the Butchefs came up under her ftern, 
and raked het fore and aft^ and then fi:ll aftern 
again, we Aitl continuing hot at her' &r five 
glafles: then wjared, and ftood to the weft- 
ward, to fetch nearer up to her ; for firing lb 
many ^uns had laid us to leeward. The Dutch- 
efs weiit'Up, and engagol again very brilkly 
for half an hour, and then ftrecched a-head of 
her. We could -perceive many Ihoc in her be- 
tween wind and water. At -five we tacked, and 
raked her fore and aft with our ftarboard broad- 
fide, then weared under her ftem, and did the 
fame with our larboard broadfide ; and firing 
feveral vollies while we loaded our larboard guns 
^ain, gave her the other broadfide. By this 
time it grew dark, and we fell a-ftern, to fpeak 
with the Dutchels, and to get more ammunition, 
harving but three rounds of (hot for mofi: of our 
guns left. At eight 1 went on board the Dutch- 
cfs, and found her much difabled in her mafts 
Vov. H. 1 and 
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^ I'fSeflSt ^^ ^ ^^9 ™p° kilted ud 
wounded. Capt. Courtney and 1 agreed to be 
y^ti^-^m^-m^ y^^avgl WJ;h the tttemy in the 
mortufl^a he W ^19 9P the bow, and 1 oa ,tbe 
4tf4r^ t >¥^ i^ ^ bofir^, 1 was to clap him 
^9Ard, ^nd ^acer my okd i^ver hicn. Being 
^i^lioi vich more amiQujiiuoDp I returned on 
hq^d thtf Marqui^ ^x^b of us keeping clofe 
i^i^r. t]m cbsce's quaftcFj and firing guns a& 
fjghij, Iff. apsifij ttip uu^oif* 2nd to give tho 
Puke TiQ^ where we wck. Before dvf xb^ 
Pvkf J9|n(4 4^ T^ (hace, oaiftakiog hha 
for hpt Wi^tt. hw^ <7^^ %BaU Ml- iligh^ uid 
had c<^gR<i 9f*f*y to 1^0^ h^n, oth^wii^ thR 
Dufce foul4; noi bare come i^ there b^ing buz 
Ttsry litt^ yrin^ qid th^£ cpoKary. 

Tben«ffpl)(hi«9^gneed.tcrrall.^pCKi^9aBft> 
my At oi^«>as£x>i»uiCHU^Ughi;i but while w« 
l^y a)^<¥«ff her hmk, ihpfe guns t^^ miffixt 
the enemy Seiw thmugh the Duke's ^^t&s and 
ri^iig. which i^ligpd hifo tp change his ftatioa, 
kb4 u draw up alpog-fidc clpie abov4 h^> 
yg^fK. he kcpc up A cwiftant fiix of round fho^ 
all-other Ih^t pfoviog ii)cfii:£tua|, bttaufc of thp 
^engt/) of the flup's d^^St which do odif r thoc 
wfuild penetrafe i md ap w>ac of the Spaniards 
appcaifd in f^ghh hue all k^jit to clofe quarter^ 
it was in vain to make ufe<^ fiiull arms except 
n(>w and then, whoi a nun appeared to oblcrvjc 
our luuauon, and to keep an eye upon their 4^ 
figq, la this nutooer, tjio Dqfchds lying upon 
h^ hawfc, th?I>vke a^ng her bto«diHl^ vii4 
the 
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ihi Mar^ni* adnran htl ftem^ 'Hi kapt pehhig 
Icr for ibur glal&i ; sndi lAtbeiaciiiXitnt, the 
i>ake received a fltM in bit ntatn-imift. whici 
much difsUedk( aid, in Oifaogi both beuhl 
the .Dtrtdie£ came htck ilak andri- eht enftnft) 
and bad Itkt t» havfe beeil all sbofcrd hcft Th« 
Doke^ in endearDuting to recover bis ftatitnt^ 
nceircd a fire ball, which ligbdjig ufxin bii 
qu^er deck, blew up a chcft of arms and ex* 
nnich-boxta, all loaded, and letftitil clr8rid|;es 
of pewdtr id the fteeragr, by wbkb lAMfU Mr< 
Vanbrogh, oar agenc, aad iwb othnsj wwever^ 
anuch batnti the Dunbeft gomg ft) bft litf ihs 
cftcmjr^ «as forced to caA off, andgfct chiati, fop 
feai' of being fei on fire. The enetnj' And at Uf 
att three ac once, btn flo«ly, feldoitf OTilBt^ obr 
niafts and rigging, and fomelltne* htiAitig tttir 
After lying near half an htJOt atotrg «He ihftM'i' 
fide, chc Dutches lay by » ftop htfr kak^, ^iMd' 
Secatc her fore-maift, bfeirfg veff nmeH tl%btdcf,-' 
having 35 men killed itall-ftoutfded, m3 thi faib' 
and riggiiig tnueh ftatccred* Captain I^ogefs' 
fome timeaftet lay bf tdfecure his tti^. - Then' 
I hy athwdrc the ehithfa h«#ffe ^ Fhad^red 
tUtce bKiadfides, Ibriiie ocM guns» »)d ftveraf' 
«riHe8 1 Aea gave ^ortier br6^dSd^ dttd fbmr 
votMes inid her ftern. The Dakc came u^ agairr, 
mA fifed' icvtral gtrni, and both fell a-ftern the 
thatci keeping under fai^ and ftandmg to the 
^ftftward. tVe knotted fiwnt of our Hg'gin^, 
and ftofw Aoir teaks m*St *ith t\ieltf6 pouhdert, 
Obr mmnatt *a|dtrabled dfa. ^e fails aird 
ft riggiiig 
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rigging much (hacttrcd \ but the enony, aiming 
to dilable mj mftfts, I had the good fbnune to 
have only my lecond mate, and fome others, 
Uown up with pother. . The fhip was once fee 
on fire by the enemy's ftink-pots; but we fbon 
put it out. About eleven I wore the fhip, and 
defigoed to have attacked the enemy again j 
but, feeing the Duke and Dutcfacfs lying by, 
the one with a waift in bis enfign, and the Other 
with a Spanilhjack, the fignals tofpeak with 
one another, I brought to. Captain Courtney 
came. on board of me, and we both went on 
board the Dukc}. where we conHdercd the 
condjtwn the three Ihips were in, their mafts 
and rigging being much damaged in a place 
where we could get no recruit i that if we en* 
gaged her agaifi we qould propofe to do no 
mote than what we.ha4 already done, which 
was evident did ,her no great hurt, becaufe we 
could percNve fbw of our fhot entered her lidei 
to any purpofe, and our fmall arms availed lefs, 
there being not^ man to be feen above board ; 
that the lead thing in the world would bring 
the Duke'9 main-maft, and likewife the Dutch- 
els's foremaft, by the board, cither of which 
by its fall might carry away another maft, and 
lay us a perfect butt for the enemy, having. 
nothing to command our (hips with } fo that by 
his heavy guns he might either. {ink or take us i 
that, if we went to board him,, we fliould run a 
great hazard in lofing a great many men with 
little hope of fuccefe, they havii^ above treble 
the miqiber on boar4 to o^ofe us, and there 
being 



DiailizodbvGoOglf 



Captaik COOKE'S VOYAGES. 6i 
being now, in all bur three Ihips,* not above 
I20 men Ht for boarding, and thofe but weak, 
having been very {hort of provifions i fo that, 
if we had boarded her, and been forced off, or 
left any of our men behind, the enemy by that 
means woukl have known our ftrengch, and 
then gone into the harbour, and took poflcflion 
of the prize in fpite of all we could do to pre- 
vent it. fiefides our ammunition was very Ihort, 
having only enough to engage a few glafTes 
longer. All this being feriouHy confidered, and 
knowing the difficulty we Ihould have to get 
malls, and the time and provifioos we muft 
fpend before we could get them 6tted, we re- 
lolved to forbear attempting her farther, fincc 
our battering her fignified little, and we had not 
fircngch .enough to board her ; therefore, we a- 
greed to keep her company till night, and then 
to lofe her, and make the bell of our way into 
the harbour to fecure the prize we had already 
taken. We engaged ftrft and laft about fcveo! 
hours, during all which time they had on board 
the Duke biic eleven men wounded, among 
whom was the Captain for the fecond time, who 
had part of his heel-bone {l;ruck out with a 
Iplinter, and all under his ancle cut above half 
through with the famej on board the Ducche&t- 
they had eleven Itiiltd.and more than that; 
npmber wounded j.and on board us only two; 
men fcorched with gun-powder. The enemy's 
was a brave, lofty, new Ihip, named the Vir-, 
ginia, and this f he firil:' voyage (he had made^, 
Her burden .was ^oo tops^ and h«r compleoienc, 
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of men 450^ befidcs pafiet^ers, 150 of wfcorii 
were European pirates, who, having now got aU 
their wealth on board, vcre rvfolved to doieod 
it to the laft. The gsnner, who bad « poft at 
Manithy was an expert man, and bad provided 
for her defence vith great SsiU. He Mad filM 
up all the fpace between the guns «)th b^a 10 
fecure the nnen. We fliactered bit f^ls and rig^^ 
ging «ry moeh, flwt away her mizzen-yan^ 
and killed t*o of her men out of fer topi^ 
«lMch was att die daAage we eobld fee> dstit^i 
thoi^h we doold not place kfe than 50& ftbt ia 
W huJk Thus ended out atKnipL 

Theft targe Alps 4t« btAk_at ManiUsi of ^- 
ccUcnt limber that wM not ^linter j and tHtit 
Wts are thicker and ftrbngcr than thofc of fliipli 
of ebeianJe burden conftmacdmEnrope. Had 
«c beett together at firft, and boarded frcr, we 
*Mghi( periwps, bare taken her j but, after her 
flctiing and clofe qu»«crs were fixed, (he rained 
W bot Htdfe We (flight, mdced. have burnthef. 
««feee^)enc!eof oneof oarlhlpT; butth««4s 
Otifeaed 10, not only frbm a principle of hQirfa- 
nity. bttt becairfe we had goods of grta( vahid 
wbowdaHourffiips. 

The enemy had heard « ftfertilla, that Aew 
WW* two- fliip* fitted- out at Brfftttl kJ cfailfe- &i 
*e Sctetft £5m3, and that Ciptain Darflpier ¥ii' 
tb be their pilot ; they had, therfcfbre, provid«r 
ibr their own defence accordingly. However)^ to 
dothem juftice, they fougfet gilianiiy -, arid,' had 
tffe two Ifeips b«n together, it is more dian pro^ 
tisble, Aat ntidjcp of them bad been tiJcen % 
bu^ 
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tmc u it ^^penei), bad not our ufir««f9t»bltt 
CjuabbLes prevented our iail'mg out CQgether, 
the chance woi4d b^ve rK^er been in our fa- 
vour : y?t this Qiifcarriagea inftead of leading 
to a rtxpnciliatioa^ lerved only as a foimdatkm 
for new difputes. 

Qa the ift of Jan. 171-91 w$ returoed ag^iis 
intp port* ancl determined to ha&en home wkk 
all po0ible di^^Acli. The firlt tbiog of coalfi- 
qucnco was to dirch«rgp our prifoaers, «nd ixt 
provif}e ((»- thejr voyage to Acftpulco i and this 
being dMp^tched, we 4p$>liAl to the fetcltog of 
our <9Wfi a^iTK. We ipem our tioie ti^l the 7th 
ill rcp^ring the icJ4ffi«ge our &ips had seccivei 
from the 0{>fi9y> in taking in wood and watar 
{^ QMr yo^gC tpih? Eftft ladies, and io taking 
Ml 4c»HM)t of the goo^B and ftores on board ths 
prizF :. a^d it was m li«^ fftris&dion to find 
m mMRh bK4d oq hoftrd.the prize 45 with our 
4)ivB &9efc wouM ftrve . us* at Diprc allow«occv 
dufMg 9W long rue to Gwun. 
. About ^s ttfae a wArm conteft arole about 
appOtfitfng » Commander of the Mftnillt Ihip* 
wl^b WW looked upon as a truft of no finaU 
COnlequepfiC. Captato Dover, being ui ownv, 
jdQfir«d,hc migh& coujpand in chief on board 
hv* CnyiMi.fUtgcrt and ievo^ offitrers of tbe 
C4Unci) 0HK«fHlftd, th4t, m Captain Dover wss 
. wholly ui>»cfiU)tfltod.wtch the navigating part of 
tjic l?Mfiiie&j. tko coiam^ flunUd.be given to 
G»J*aiB]ffy, or royfdf.i bw, a> 1 had already 
tbc CQm^ipii,. of 1^ M»r(l<u»> I declined any 
farther 
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farther charge, and voted lor Captain Dover i aC 
the fame time recommending Captain Fr^ and 
Captain Stretton to aft under him ; againft 
which Captain Rogers and his officers entered 
their proteft. However, on the gih of January* 
at a full council, it was carried againft them» 
and voted by a great majority, that the Captains 
Fry and btretton (bould both aft in equal poft 
in the fole navigating the Batchelor Frigate (for 
that was the name now given to the Manilla 
prize), and in fighting her, if occafion fliould 
require, under Captain Dover, who at the fame 
iime'vt39 retrained from interrupting them in 
their bufinefs, but charged to be careful of what 
vas in the Ihip, and to lee that nothing was 
afted on board contrary to the tiitcreft of the 
owners and captors. The matter being thus . 
qualified, the nominal command given to Cap- 
tain Dovei", and the executive power vcftcd in the 
jiaval officers, Captain Rogers withdrew his pro- 
teft, and the council proceeded to the choice of 
the inferior officers, appointing Alexander Sel- 
kirk matter, and Jofeph Smith, chief mate : 
they alfo agreed to fumilh her complement of 
men, by felefting 30 from the Duke, 25 from 
the Dutchefs, and 13 from the Marquis, which« 
with 36 Lafcars taken on board her, formed a 
tolerable crew of more than 100 mariners. This 
bufinefs being thus fully fettled, and the iOand 
of Guam pitched upon as the place of rendez- 
vous in cafe of feparation, on the loth of Janu- 
ary we weighed anchoti and ran out at midnight. 
At. 
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Ac 12 the next day Cape St. Lucas bore north, 
diilant about five leagues. Wc fteercd away for 
Some days S. W. by S. till we got into the trade^ 
winds* aad then our courfe was uniform. 

All the natives of California that we faw dur- 
ing our ftay at Puerto Seguro did not amount to 
SCO. They had large limbs, were very ftraighc 
and tall, and of a much darker complexion than 
any other people that we had met with in the 
South Seas. Their hair was long, lank, and 
black, and hung down upon their hips. The 
men were alt ftark- naked i but the women had 
a covering about their waifts made of the lilk- 
grafs already mentioned, fringed and knotted. 
All of them that we faw were old, and miferably 
wrinkled t perhaps they concealed from us their 
maidens, for reafons that need not be explained. 
The language of the natives was guttural, verjr 
harfli, and unpleafant. They feemed to covec 
nothing that we had, except axes, laws, and 
knives » and even thefe they did not attempt to 
fteal. Their huts were low, and wholly made 
up of branches of trees ; and feemed rather a 
kind of temporary coverings than fettled dwel* 
lings. While we lay in port they fubfifted 
chieQy on fiOi ; and though they neither made 
ufe of rets or lines, yet they had a method of 
ftriking them with lances that was very dexte- 
rous, and at which they were very expert. They 
were bcfides moft excellent divers, and inftead 
of canoes made ufe of rafts. They were very 
civil and inoffenfive t and were obfcrved to pay 

Vol. 11. K great 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



66 C*PTAi« COOKE*s rOYAGES^ 
gh^afc rcTpea to one aafong thei^ wfaoTe head 
ifras adbrned *ith feathers very artifidilly o«iv- 
btned, arid who pttibihiy *is their wizard, or 
cunning man; Sbm)£ Of them hid firings df 
t>earl^, and party-coloured ihells fo prettily in- 
tefiHiled, that, though we had gla^-beadi* and 
bther fhowy trinkets, yet they paid no fort rf 
attention to any 6f them ; but prited theit 6#rt 
ornaments above every Ihmg but cOttiiig ihftroi 
mehts. 't'hcir arms are bows and arrows, in the 
tifc of whicJi their boy* were lb ckperi a^ tti 
Aibot birds Hying by way {>f amufement. The^ 
greW very familiar with Us white v/e Hah!, ^d 
came IVtquehtty to gaze at the nieb as they cut 
ifood and filfed water, but never offirtd to alEft 
jn any thing like laboui'. They get fire like other 
Indians, by rubbing two fticks together, which 
kindle almoft inftantancoufly. 

ffoin this harbour we departed but very Oen- 
dcriy protidedi bavihg bat Irttte 1ive*ftocI^ and 
hardly any liquors but what '*ftri iBund in die 
prize. As fbdn as wc were out of light of fand, 
We Were all put to ftort aliowance, officfci^ and 
mtn : to the latter four-and-iwcniy ounccis of 
JBoUT, fdur ptfunds of ihear, artd two gallons df 
■Water, to a iliefs Of five men in 24 hours. But 
in it few days, the Satchelof made a fignal to 
give us fome bread, rhey hiving found a large 
quantity concealecl, with fome rwcet-fneats. We 
had 506 we?ght for our ihare, the Duke iooo 
height, and the Du'tchefs a's much ; in returti 
for which w£ f^c back to the prize fonie calks 

o£ 
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of flour, and'a bzrrc) of Englilh beef; and the 
like prefent was returned from the other (hips. 
Frooi this time till the 10th of March nothing 
retnaikaidc happened. 

On that da^ we made the tiland Saraua, one 
of the Ladiooes, apd the fame evening came ii) 
fight of Guam, diftant about three leagues. 
Next .day we came to anchor in the port of 
Umatta, at about a mile diftance from the 
houfes, in lat. 13 deg. 30 min. N. by eftima- 
tion i long, from Cape St. Lucas, 100 deg. 19 
mio. W. We went in with French and Spanifh 
colours, that they might not fnfpeft us to be 
enemies. Several of their boats came about our 
fbips ; but none would venture on board, till 
t)eiog off the anchoring- place, one was fent by 
the Spanilh Governor, deCring to know who 
we were, and what we wanted. We prefentljr 
difpatcbed our interpreter with a letter, purport- 
ing, that we were fubjeifls of Great Britain, and 
driven by neccffity to flop at thofc iflands to 
purchafe provifions and other neceOaries ; that, 
if our wants were fupplied with civility, we (hould 
pay generouHy j but, on the contrary, if our re- 
queft was denied, we (hould proceed to aft ac- 
cording to the laws of war. To this letter we 
received a very obliging anfwer from the Spa- 
nifh Governor. Don Juan Antonio Pimental, 
and were furnifhed with hogs, oxen, rice, maize, 
poultry, and other ncceffaries in a more plentiful 
manner, and at a cheaper rate, than we could ex* 
fcfl.. Wc coaiinued at Guam till the 21ft of 
K 2 March, 
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March, during which time reciprocal civilities 
daily pa0cd between the officers on board and 
the gentlemen oi the iiland ; and we paned per- 
feflly fatisfied" with each other's behaviour. We 
found the variation in thefe parts only half a 
point to the eaftward, though in our run acroft 
the Great South Sea, we bad it ii degrees :chs 
reafon 1 take to be, the unevenntfs of the globe, 
and its unequal mixture of much matter differ- 
jrig in jcfelf as to the magnetlcal quality ; as hav> 
ing large and ftoney mountains, fpacious vallies, 
deepfeas, long continued continents, with migh- 
^ fcattered rocks of load Hone, iron mines, and 
other magnetical fubltances. 

The natives of Guam are of a dark com- 
plexion, but not fo black as the Indians of Cali- 
fornia. They are in general the largeft and be(l 
limbed men I ever faw, and fomc of ihem hairy, 
and very Drong. The women are ftraight and 
tall, and in the neighbourhood of the Spaniards 
go decently cloathed ; but in the remote parts 
of the iiland they go quite naked. They are faid 
to be man-eaters, and to have no fettled way i^ 
wortbip, but everyone pays a, kind of adoration 
to thty know not what. The iOand is plentifully 
fupplied with cattle, and might be made the gar- 
den of the world. If the Spaniards were not as 
idle as the Indians i but as nature fpoDtaneouflj 
produces fut^ciept for fuftenance, th^y avail 
tbcmfelves but little of cultivation. Of all 
the works of art for which the Indian^ are .re- 
markable, the parous, or bo«ts, of this ijQan4 
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vc certainly the molt wonderful, as they ex- 
ceed in fwift failing every other vcifel yet feea 
throughout the world. We were aflured upoa 
the belt authority, that they will iail 20 league* 
an hour i and the Captain of the Spanilh guard 
faid, he would lofe his head if they did not per- 
form it. 

On Tuefday, March a i, 1710, wewereun- 
der fail, and fteered away W. by S. with mode- 
rate gales from the N. N. E. which continued 
fo tor fome weeks ; but about the middle ot 
April the blowing weather came on, and conti- 
nued till the 27th of that month, during which 
time moll of our main-fbrouds, fevcral of our 
Itays, moll of our running- ropes, and the miz- 
zen gears, gave way, fo that the yard came bjr 
the board, and by its fall wounded the firft 
Lieutenant, fo that we feared he never would 
have recovered. Moft of our fails too were 
fplit i but, being fupplied with new fluouds by 
Captain Rogers, and with other ropes by Cap- 
tain Courtney, 1 bent new fails ; but found the 
Ihip very leaky. The Duke and Dutche^ too 
fuffered much by the tempeftuous weather, and 
the Batchelor fplic her fails } but being other- 
wife floutly built and rigged, nothing but nia- 
ning againll a rock could hurt her. I had no 
conception of meeting with fuch boifterous wea- 
ther fo near the Line, which proved as bad as 
that we encountered in furrounding Cape Horn, 
with this difierence only, that the one was in- 
tcpfely ^ld| aiid the other intolerat^ly hot, And 
being 
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being now crolTed by variable winds, ibmetimrt 
lying hy, fixnetiaies fcudding betbre the wind, 
•rid unable to purfuc our diied courfe, our pro- 
viTuMu began lo fail, and on board of us ran 
tote ID a very high price. The Ihips were be- 
'fides leaky, and our men began to Scken with 
cxcelBve labour and hard living. A gener^ 
council w;.*s thercfo/e called to conKder whai 
was beft to be done in our prdent condition, 
when ic was agreed to make the ifland of Talao, 
that of Tcrnaie^ or, if neither of them could 
be reiiched, then to put into feme part of Min- 
liaoao. 

I On Tuefday, May the ad, we obfervcd a ring 
about the fun, and were apprehenfive of more ■ 
lud weather. In the n;gbt we pafied by Talao 
without feeing it ; and Captain Dampier, who 
liad been twice in thefe leaa. be((H-e, gave out, 
that, if we could not reach Terna^e, it would be 
impoflible for us to get refjeibment on the coaft 
of New Guinea, vhich proved true ; yet it was 

~ ^ith the greatdt difficulty the men coirid be 
prevailisd upon Co fubtnit to Ihort allowance. 

Monday the 8th, having had tempeftuous 
weather, we perceived that a ftrong current had 
iet into the eaftward ) and to our aftonifhrncDC 
we found the land in light to be Cape Noba, 
a promontory at the eaft end of Gilolo, bearing 
S. S. E. diftant 15 leagues. Perceiving now 
:that we could not get to the ifland of Ternate, 
nor to that of Mindanao, we refolved to make 
Ae beft of our way through the •ftraita of ^i- 
lolo; 
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Md t but, nocMithfttnding eur' wmoft effbm^ 
We cbntinued failing- among a cluftct of tOand^ 
moft of them Utlinhbbitgd, but all enable of 
producing fpioest during the whole m&ath «£ 
May» without being able to avi^il oUrfeHes «f 
any of their refrefhflleiiu, .Oa the ■Doiii ^ Mtf 
we Came in &gbc «f the iflaAd of CeraiR, as we 
(hea thot^hCj but afKr«lrda found it to be tte 
illaiid of Boura 

. On the 25th, we canw in lighc of a lo# 
ifland right-dt-head ofui, «Ad about noon ^ 
ferved an o]>ening, whichj when itc camt neM;^ 
we found to be a paflage betwdfn two little 
iflaivds that almoft joined. They were very ^U 
of green trees, and by the fea<Iide wc bdkU 
many groves of cocoa-nut, [>lantam» and tttber 
fruit>irees, thu exhibited a very ple^Ouu j^ 
pearance. 

In a capacious bay we likewise cook notice of 
a little town^ and faw feveral inhabitants pafling 
and rc-paSing along the fijore. We IcAt in our 
boats for provision) and pilo(s> and the Dake 
and myfelf turned up towards the viUage» but' 
on founding ibund no'ground. .The nattvis ni^ 
formed us, there was a bank oppoTiie a ceK 
tain land-mark, on which we might anchor. A^ 
bundance of people came (^ with Indian wheats 
cocoa nuts, yams, potatoes, papas, poultry, md 
feveral beautiful birds, which they exchsngcJEl 
for knives, fciffars, and other toys, being Toy 
civil, and to all appearance heneft. They aic 
Mabomecans* of a middle ftatute, andrawnfey; 
but 
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but the women are fairer than the men, having 
Tcry long, tank, black hair ; their mouths, lipsi 

. and nofes remarkably fmall. The women were 
decently covered ; but the men iff general were 
Baked. Thefe illands were named C^mhava and 
Wanfliut i but, not anfwerihg our purpofe, we 
agreed to Acer for Boncon, where we arrived on 
Monday the zcjth of May i and, the fame day^ 
Captun Dampier, Mr. Connely, and Mr. Van- 
brugh, went with a prefent to the King of Bon- 
ton, at the fame time requefting him to fuppl/ 
us with proviGons, and to £:nd us a pilot to 
carry us to Batavia. 

On the 30th, a paroa came from the King 
■with one of his nobles on board, and a pilot to 
carry us into harbour. He put on an air of im- 
portance, and afked. How we dared to come to 
an anchor there, without leave from the Great 

. King of Bonton ? However, he brought each 
Commander a piece of his country-cloth, a bottlo 
of arrack, fome rice in balkets, as a prefent from 
the King -, as alfo a letter from the ofHcers we 
had fent on (hore, giving an account, that they 
had been well received, and that the town where 
the King refides was large, walled, fortiGed, and 
defended after the European manner with a 
number of heavy cannon. Another prefent was 
returned, and five guns fired by every ihip ac 
the meflcnger's going off; at which he feemed 
very well pleafed. Our people trafficked with 
the natives for poultry, maize, pomplons, pa- 
pas, lemons, Gumea-com, dec and gave them in 
exchange* 
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exchange koives, fcUTarSi old doaths, and old 
nails. The people were civil i but our officers 
making a longer ftay than the^ intended, w& 
began to fuJpea that the Moors had detained 
thentt for they are very treacherous. However, 
ve heard from them evety day ; and at length 
the Dutcbefs's pinnace came down with Lieu- 
tenant Connely, who told us, they had purchaf-. 
ed four U& of rice, which coft 600 dollars ; and 
that Mr. VanbFugh was detained for the payment 
of the money. The next morning it came, and 
was equally di{iribuKd among the four fliips, 
fome great men coming to deliver it, and re- 
ceive the mopoy.— The town of Bontoo is very 
populous, and by it runt a fine river, but is 
barred fo that ibips of burden cannot approach 
it. About sp JlUnds are tributary to this king, 
who gives audience in a chair of Hate covered 
VKh fcarlet-(;4<>ih» and js always attended by a 
guarij of nine'men, armed, after the European 
manner, with mulquets and fcymitars. He has, 
beGdo. four or Qve flavcs, who lie at his feet, 
and are ready whenever be commands to do the 
Qwfl; fervile QiBces. The petty princes and great 
tneo Qt QA hii left hand, and the ilrangers ftand 
before hiffif 

Wedffldrday, /unc the 7th, all the provifioo» 
and neceflaries whicb this town could fupplj 
being brQijght on board, and the officers who 
■ wentto Wait upon the King, returned, the fignal 
was given to weigh, and at four in the afternoon 
we.let fail without a pilot, there being none to be 
Vol. II. L had 
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had on this idiind. Captain Dampler pretendecf 
to be acquainted with the p^flage, and mentions 
the fame in his book, but now he remembered 
nothing of it but the ftory. 

On Friday the gth, wecume in fight of Solayo, 
lying clofc to the ifland of Celebes, and in- 
habited by Malayans, who are tributaries to th« 
Dutch, Between the foutli-end of Celebes and the 
iHand of Solayo, are three ftnall low iQands, and 
the beft paflage is between that which lies nexc 
to Solayo, and a little one lying to the northward 
of it. It is very dangerous going to the fouth- 
ward of Solay6, the Dutch never daring to at. 
tempt it. 

On the loth we made prize of a country pa- 
roa, and brought the Mafter on board the 
Dutchefs. He was a Malayan belonging to Ma- 
caffar, bound thither, came laft from Bontoo, 
and undertook to pilot us to Batavia for a good 
reward, provided we would promife to keep the 
ma'tcer a fecret from the Dutch, to both which 
conditions we very readily agreed % and the man 
performed what he undertook with great fkill - 
and fidelity. We pafied through the ftraits of 
Salango, having always from five to feven fa- 
thom water in our paflage ; then fteering to the 
weftward, our pilot's boat attended us till we 
,were through the lall Ctraic, and then bore away 
towards Mac'aflar. 

OnTuefday the 20thof June, 1720, accord- 

ing to our reckoning, we came to an anchor in 

Batavia road -, but with the Dutch it was Wed- 

neftja^^ 
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iwfday, June 21 j for we had loft i8 hours in 
going round to the weftward, and they had 
gained fix in failing to the eafliward, which made 
a whole day difference between our accounc 
-and theirs. The reafon is, that a fhip failing 10 
the weft.ward» and fo following the courfe of the 

■ fun, makes every day fomething longer than in 
any fixed ftation it would be. Thus in every 
15 degrees flic removes to the wcftward from 
the meridian from whence Ihe firft fet out, (he 
gains an hour ; in 90 degrees, fix hours -, and \n 
360, which compofe the whole circumference of 
the globe, ihe will find a whole day fiiort in her 

■ reckoning, according to the account of the place 
flie arrives at. The contrary happens to the 
flup that iails eaftward ; for, as ftie advances a- 
gainft the courfe of the fun, (he lofes (b mucb 
of every day, which it thereby (hortened, and- 
becomes ie& than 24 hours, by confequence lof- 
iog an hour in every 1 5 degrees, and confequent- 
Ijf will be a day before the account of the place 
flie arrives at. By this it appears, that the 
fliip which fails round the world weftward, lofes 
a whole day, and that which performs the fame 
voyage eaftward gains a day. So we having ' 
made the greater part of the circumference, and. 
the Dutch at Batavia the other part the contrary 
way, our lofa and thcJr gain made up the twenty* 
four hours i and thus we came to di^r a day. 

When we came to an anchor, the Dutchefs 

fired thirteen guns to falute the Dutch flag j but 

Li ic 
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it being night, the Commandant did not then an^ 
fwer; but in the morning fent his boat to itiake an 
zf6\ogy, and then fired gun fo^ gun with tvcff 
fhip. &>on after this friendly Iktute taken oa 
both fides, the Commanders ^Ait oh Ihorei 
and, after waiting upon ths Shebander, vett 
Introduced to the Governor, who reaived uk 
with civility, examined our conmniflion, and en* 
quired much concerning the fuccefs .of our 
Toy^e I but, not being Kill's Ihips, would noc 
permit us to heave down in the States dock at 
Orerefl:, but gave us leave to careen at the iflaad 
of Hern, which is at no great dillance from the 
Other, and allowed us fame Malayan caulkers td 
affift in {topping our leaks. 

As the Marquis was iil the Worft conditioffa 
fhe was ordered to be laid doWn 6rft ; but upOli 
etamination Ihe wai judged unfit to proceed 
upon the voyage t and thtr^fbfe was unlade* 
and put up to fale. W< th«n hoV6 down the 
Duke and Dutcke£i, and ftnmd i4teif OwatKiiig; 
. much worm-eateo ; but otfacrwifc not much d>^ ' 
maged : the Bachelor Wanted Aa rbpairs but ifr 
het rigging. The Weather Was «xtrenaely. hot 
during our flay at this city i many of our nMit: 
and officers fell fick i and 1 was among the aum-. 
ber. The mafter of the Duke, the gunner- of 
the Dutchefs, and feveral of the commoa men, 
fell a lacriiice to this unfriendly climate. Ono. 
Read, a young man belonging td the Dutchels, 
T^turing to fffitn, had both nis bg^ fnapt off 
by a Ihark, which at the fecond bite, before ws 
cotUd 



_ ,i,zt,i:,., Google 



Captain COOKE's VOYAGES. 77 
could get hiifi on board, cut him in tvro in the 

middle, and put an end to his miferjr. During 
our ftay, though we had the run of the markets, 
we found it very difficult to procure fak provi- 
fions, to lay in a ftock to {*er«e us till we Ihould 
arrive at the Cape of Good Hope, and therefore 
were obliged to pui'chafe live cattle, and to k^ 
wid pickle them ourfeWes. All manner of traf- 
fic, except for provifions, was prohibited with 
the nadves or inhabitants of the city, upon the 
fcvereft penalties, to avoid every occafion of 
difpute with the Ea(t-India Companies of botl> 
AatioQs : and, having fettled all Our a^airs in a 
very amicable manner, new rigged our fhips, 
and dilpofed of the men belonging to the Mar* 
quh among the other Hiips, we began oh the i5«h 
of September to prepare for failing, when I VM 
appointed fecond Captain in the Dutchefs, and 
Mr. Ballot, matter i Capt. Fope,!irft Lieutenant 
sf the Duke, and Mr. Selkirk, matler i Cape 
.Dampier, ficond C^pt^ in the Batchelor, and 
Mr. koolnnai], mafter. 

On tilt aoth we repaired on board ; but be- 
fore we were ready to fail. It was the 14th of 
OAt>ber i when, about (1% in the morning, we 
#<^ed anclior t but in the afternoon the fea- 
breeze tnokus, and we *ere forced to return. , 

On the 19th we made fail with afrefh breeze* 
afid at rwo In the afternoon came to an anchor 
off Jl^a>head, when two Englifh- gentlemen 
c«ne oBT to us, to demand the reteafe of a man 
1*0 had Concealed himfelf, iwknown to the 
officer, 
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officers, on board the Batchelor, and who wai 
given up without oppofition. In the mean time, 
■while the gentlemen were in converfation with 
the officers, a party from the ihip went off with 
their boat to buy fowls, for which tbey gave in 
exchange knives, toys, and other trifiest which 
the natives value more than money. 

On the 23d the gentlemen took their leave 1 
and the party who went off co truck for fowls 
having reported that there were buffaloes in 
abundance to be had for ffiooting, another party 
were fcac off' to bring fome on board -, but they 
returned without fuccefs. They came in Qghc 
of whole herds, but fo exceeding wild, that the 
moment they faw the appearance of a man, they 
all took the alarm, and fled to the woods with 
fo much fwiftnels, that it was impoffible to come 
within mufket-Jhot of them. One of the party, 
who had ventured to follow them into the woods, 
Was furprized by a tyger, who was within ic£i 
than a hundred yards of him before be thought 
proper to make his retreat ; and Was purfued by 
the creature fo clofe, that, had he not reached 
the water, he muft have been devoured. His 
companions fired more than twenty ihot at the 
tyger ixfore he went 0^, which be did at Ia(^ 
though forcly wounded. 
' We ftaid here till the a6th, when we made, 
fail, and about noon Java-head bore E. by N. 
diftant about feven le^ues. Frwn hence to the, 
Cape of Good Hope we met with nothing W- 
markable } and, on the 30th of December, came 
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to an anchor in Table*bajr, in feven fathom wai- 
ter. Wc faluted the fort with nine guns ; and 
they returned feven. As foon as the (hips were 
moored, the Captains and principal officers went 
afhore to pay their compliments to the Gover- 
ijor, by whom they were honourably received. 
The place and people have been fo often d©- 
fcribed already, that we Ihatl not di%uft the 
reader with ufelefs repetitions. 

During our ftay here, we employed the time 
in victualling, watering, and reBtling our fliips, , 
for the remaining part 'of our voyage home. 
The Duke, commanded by Captain R<^rs, had 
been leaky ever fince her departure from Cali- 
^nta t and, notwithftanding all that could be 
done both at Bauvia and this place, it could 
oot be flopped ; but what was remarkable, in a 
few days after we left the Cape, it ftopt of ic- 

m 

Heic we had an opportunity of writing to our 
owners, by means of an Eaft-India Ihip juft rea- 
dy to ful when we arrived. In the letter we ac* 
quainte^ them with our having made prize of a 
fmall Manilla fliip, and of our having her in our 
i>oirelIion j and alfo, that we intended to take 
the advantage of returning home in company 
with the Dutch Eaft-lndia Beet, who were hourly 
czpeAed, which would occafion us to urry till 
the latter end of March, when it was imagined 
they would be ready to fail. 

On February the Z2d, the Dutch fleet arrivedi^ 

being in all i z fail. We faluted the Admiral at 

hi|. 
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Im camiiig with fcven guos, as did Itkcwife tba 
feat. Tb£K were at this time io the barbow 
ly Dutch Ibipsi aod Gx Cngliih. The town 
Vas crowded} and many of our men were ili, 
Mc. Vanbrogh, the owners chief agent, died, a« 
did Mr. Appleby, mate of the Duke, and fevo- 
ral «bers. We began to be impatient i and 
found it neceflary to begin to furoifb oiirlelve^ 
with prwifiooj as early as poQibte, m every thing 
begaa to increafe in price as tbe town \>tgvi to 
fill, The B^avia fleet ww fow ft^lowed by 
fwr Ibips froGQ Ccykm. Six came from that 
iOsnd ) but near Madngafcar nwc with fuch s 
TiokenF ftorm. that tome were forced tocuctmiy 
their maio-jm&s. end throw orer fome of dieir 
ke-guns. having moeb water at the fame time 
in tlwir holds. The four came into die Caps 
much damaged, and believed the other two had 
JDundered at (ea. Sereral Enghfh lodiainen ar- 
rived alio in tbe road i as aU> a PorcBguefe fliip 
from Rio de Janeiro on the coaft of Brafil^ 
bon^ fiir Mezambiquc, to ukc in flavei. 

At length, on April the 6th« all tbe homeward 
bound fbips being ready to iiul, we w«ghed in 
the moniing, and failed mth a fmall breeze ot 
wind at E.S.E. and by noon came to an anchor 
K Pcngui»iQaod, the eafl: end of the illand bear- 
log liHith-wefterly. At three we failed again, 
being in all 25 fail of EnglHh and Dutch, all 
good ftips, under the command of Admiral 
Pcwr^Vos. At fix the Cape of Good Hope 
bore S. by W. half W. diftant about feven 
leagues } 
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leagues -, and . thus, having taken oui^ depaf- 
tilfe,. we proceeded on our voyage April the 
i^dt which being St. Gcorge's-day, and the ati- 
niverfary of her Majcfty oF Great Britain, the 
t3akc and Dutchefs faluted each othet with 
drums, trumpets, and other formalities, in ho- 
nour of the day ; and in the evening the refpec- 
tive Captains gav^ an entertainment, of which 
i\\ the officers on board partook. 

Auguft j, 1711, we made the illand of St. 
Helena, in laC 16 deg. S. It lies idoo niilcs at 
leaft from any land, and is not more than lO 
feagUes iii length, and about eight in breadth, 
furrou'nded with rocks, aiid elevated above the 
iea by towering mountains, that look at a dif- 
tance like lofty buildings rifing to the clouds/ 
Thefa mountains are covered with wholefbrnc 
herbs and plants t and the vallics are fo fruitful, 
that they yield an increafe of whatever is fown 
In them aii hundred-fold. ThePortuguefe firft 
difcovered this little fpbt accidentally, as they 
Vfcre ranging along the coaft Of Africa, in order 
to find their way to the £a(t- Indies. l£was then 
uninhabited ; and, according to their cuflom, 
they fct fome live goats and fwihe oii Ihore, 
^hich multiplied to that degree, that ever fince 
there have been enough to fupply the (hips that 
kouch at thatidand with feafonable refrelhment. 
The Dutch firft inhabited, and afterwards aban- 
doned it, and removed their fettlement to the 
Cape of Good Hope. The Englifli then took 
pofleffion of iti when the Dutch, who did not 

Voi..H. M thiak 
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think it worth Icieping before, returned, fett 
Upon the EngliQ], and droTC them out. The 
Dutch ill their turn were expelled by the feng- 
lilh, s^ho have now been long in poffeffion, have 
ereftcd a very ftrong fort for their fecurity, and 
built a town near the little bay, where ftiips 
generally anchor in their way to and from the 
£aft Indies. It is of inBnitc ufe in relieving the 
^ilors from that dreadful dificniper the lea-' 
fcurvy i for, as it naturally produces lemons* - 
oranges, and other fruits, and as greens and 
roots are planted in abundance, thofe who are 
Janguilhing under the laft ftdge of the fcurvy 
are frequently recovered by the ufe of thofe re- 
fre0imehts without any other phyGc. It arouU 
be delightful living in this ifland, were it larger* 
or more frequented ; but the confinement in 
ft> fmall a place in the middle of a vaft ocean fo 
remote from all cothmunlcation with the refl: of 
the world, renders the reCdence there fo lonely^ 
that it has rather the appearance of living in 
exile tTian in a land of freedom. Aiu} indeed, 
what makes it fiill more uncomfortable, our own 
fliips find fo much better entertaihment at the 
Cape "than can be expeded in this little fpot,. 
that many of them uofe ihemfelves thert lb 
plentifully, and recover their fick men fo efrec- 
tually, as hot to be under the neceffity of touch- 
ing at St. Helena, whereby not only the refi- 
dence of the inhabitants is rendered n^'re dull* 
but their means of fubfiftencc is very much rc- 
firained i for ' as thc^ have nothing to depend 
upoa 
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upon but their traffic witl^ the Ihipsthat call tq 
refre0i, every .one that ptilTes by without touch- 
ing is a diminution of their proBts : fo that in 
fadt the people have little or no encouragement 
to continue there, and many of them make 
heavy complaints. Indeed, ihefurrounding fea, 
that atMUnding in fi&is ^ confiderable-help, 
nod the fertility of Bicfoil, which is fure to re- 
ward the pains of the cultivator, exempt them 
Sfeoi femav 1 *»ot for doaths ^d all uber £on- 
venimaih thtAr depcndance U upon ilrangeffc 

Q13 tte ;firift of May !«e .took our depprtwrf 
froai th^46;ui4, and on liie yt^inade the ia^t>4 
££ AjTccitGoii, -wbjch is ftlll uninhabited. As tj^ 
fprings, which were diicoyered by Dampjer, lie 
.remote feti^ the ihore, very few fliips atteoipt 
to wjiteo or indeed ftop at Afcenlionii fome 
ind^d, who are in want of frefli provifibns, 
iifli here for turtle, erf which there are ^reat 
plenty all rou^d the coatls. 

Nothing remarkable happened in the courfe 
of our voyage till May the 27th, when two of 
-our Dutch Jailors ^ed, and were decently buri- 
ed according to the cuftom of the Tea. 

About this i;iaie all the flag-Ibips ftruck t-heir 
jflogE, the AdiBiral hoifted a broad pmdant, and 
^11 the other fliips did the Jame. This was done 
-wiBh a view to deceive the- eBcmf , that ja xafe 
wy cruifers flufild cook ip fight, the^ ^igbt 
M^p\K igr ^if^uadFQD of DpK^ 4nen-of-war. 

■ On the 1 ath, a mutiny happeoed among .oiir 
ilPCp.i ^fl iwp JDuichmen wha were the i-jng- 
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t«4ders were whipped and put in irons. Fbf 
fome days we had but little wind, being in the 
calm latitude, which we reckon from Z2 deg. tQ 
28 deg, N. 

June the ijth, the Dutch Admiral made the 
fignal for each Ihip to keep the Line» and we 
blacked our ihip v> make her look the mote 
like a Dutchman. 

On the 15th, in ^e mornii^, the Admird 
Blade the Ggnal for all the Englifh ComoiaDdera, 
aad fqme of the Dutch fkippers, to come on 
board him, where we were fumptuoufly entertain- 
ed at Dinner, and the frank humour of the Dutch- 
men made the company jolty before we parted. 

June 2^, a Dutch fhip being in diftrefs fired 
feveral guns ; ^pon which the whole fleet Ibor- 
tcned fail. Her damage being foon repaired, 
the fignal was given to continue our courfe, and 
.we iQok th? Batchelor in tow, being a heavy 
failor, and fox^ed to croud the canvafs to keep 
.company; but, it blpwing h^rd the next da^ 
we were forced to caft her off. 

On the 26th, the Batchelor** pinnace had her 
back broke, by the Ihip's runnii^ over her ; biic 
the men that were in her were all miraculoufly 
faved, by meatu of the hawler which they 
■ were carrying from our (hip to take her in tow. 
In the evening the King William Indiaman took 
her in tow, and next morning caft her off. 

On the z8th, being; got into the latitude of 
51 deg, N. ve had thick foggy weather, with 
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the wind atfouth, which continued feveral days, 
and all the while the Admiral kept firing two 
guns every hour, and each Ihip in the fleet an- 
fwcred with one. This was done to keep the 
fleet together, and it anfwered the purpofe very 
well i for when the fog difperfed, and the wea'- 
Iher came clear, there was not one fliip miffing,' 
The Dutch convoy, however, took care after- 
vsrds to be well paid for his wafte of powder. 

Nothing remarkable happened tilt the i2th 
of July, when the Donnegall Indiaman toft her 
fore-top maft, and made the fignal for the fleet' 
to Shorten fail. Being now in near 60 deg. N . la- 
iitude. we had no night, but cold drizzling wea- 
ther i yet nothing to compare to the cold in the 
fame latitude in going round Cape Horn foutli- 
ward i for there the cold was fo intenfe th^ 
many of our men fickened j and yet wc wer6 
here and at Cape Horn much about the fame 
time of the year, allowing for the difference of 
the two climates. 

On the 14th, we came in fight of Bera, and 
fpoke with a Danifli fhip bound to Diiblin, who 
told us the war ftill continued, and that he had 
fpoke 9 day or two before with a Dutch fqua- 
^ron of 10 men-of-war, and three viituallers^ 
Jying off Shetland to wait for us; fo that by 
peeping between that and Fair Ifland, we could 
not poflibly mifs feeing them. Next day wfi 
came in fight of them, when all the fleet f*- 
luted the Commodore, and he made the fignal 
.fo| the Commanders to come aboard of him 



^lailizodbvGoOglc 



$6 Captaw COOKE'* VOYAGES, 
for ftiliDg orders. The Captains Courtney and 
Dover went aocordingly, and were courteouQy 
leceived, and given to underftand* that thejr 
might be fupplied with whatever provifioas th^ 
fiood in need d£» on pajing for the fame, he hav!- 
jng brought vi^uallers from Holland fpr that 
pwpofe. We lay off Shetland fomc days^.aw} 
caught Hng and cod in abundance, during whidi 
time the Shetlanders came off to us> and brought 
fiawls and flieep, which we purchafed at cnuch 
cheaper rates than of our Dut6h vifhiallers. 

We were now very Gckly, having been moce 
than three months in our paOa^e from the Qap? 
to this fis£Ci and we were beQdes very peeyifb 
asd quarrelfome among ourfclves ; now that wc 
came near home, jealoufies arofc about embezzlc- 
jnents. The agents had been to che Duke to 
jdemand the gold, plate, peart, and jewels, on 
board j and they were returned not very weQ 
Satisfied with their reception. But, while tlicfc 
dtfputes were at their height, orders were given 
to fet iail. In the (nean time letters were diC- 
patched (o I«ondon and Amffcrdam, acquainting 
<he owners with our progrels, and prefent Ittua- 
tion, and dcGrlng their inHrudioos to regulatp 
our future proceedings. Before we left Shetland 
we ' took four hpgOieads of beer on board frot^ 
the Dutch Commodore, which ferved us tHl wp 
arrived on the 23d in light of Holland, in the 
evening of which day we came to an anchor in 
fthe Texel road. 

. On the 27th, we received a general letter from 
our 
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Oar owners, ddced, Brtft<)l, June 6th, 1711,111 
which they acqUainttd us, that the Eaft-India 
Company were incenled againft us, and had ap- 
poinled a fecret commitree to irifpcfl: their chir'- 
ter as to privileges ; and that they were refolved 
to take all adv&ntage^, in cafe of the leaH la. 
fringcrftent on what they pretended to be their er- 
ctuCve right oftrading to the Eatl -Indies. This 
letter likewife recommended the greateft cautioa 
oh oaf p&YC with regard to the Dutch Eaft.India 
Company ; tw from that Company as well « 
frdrt our ortn, they had reafon to fear all p(^ 
fible obftruaiwi. It was therefore moft ftriAly 
enjoined, that neither officer nor failor Ihould* 
on any pretence whatever, bt fuffered to tafcc 
any goods on fbore ; nor were we to allow anr 
ftranger to come on board to purchafe the leaft 
trifle i for that, if any Tuch thing ibould be 
proved, the whole cargo would be forfeited. 

It was a great relief to us, when, on tlie 5th 
of AuguA;, Mr. Hollidge, one of our principal 
■ owners came on board us i for, though we kepi 
«he ftciiSeft watch, it was hardly pofllble to pre- 
vent the failors from running thmgs a&ore in 
the night. On this gentleman's arrival, it was 
judged neceffary to draw up a fliort account of 
our voyage from the journals of the re^ciftive 
Commaaders, and an affidavit was made to the 
truth of it. In ibis mcnxrrial wc fet ford), .[}»£ 
we went out as private men-of-war, and not » 
trading fliips ; and that no fort of merchandize 
was fliipped on board our fliips at any of the 
iflands 
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iibnds or ports we touched at io the Eaft lodietf 
nor any traffic carried on there, other than fof 
neceflaries and provifions for the Ihips and (hips 
company. To this aU the officers and moft of 
the feamen voluntarily fwore and fet their hands* 
Wc continued in Holland, without any remark- 
able event, till the 30th of September, 171 1# 
when we failed from the Texel, under convoy 
•f her Majcfty*s ftiips, EfTex, Canterbury, Med- 
way, and DuUidge, and anchored in the Downs 
lAi the 2d of Odober. On the 13th, the Duke 
and Dutchefs came up to Erifi; where the 
.Batchelor had been moored fome time before : 
and here all the fhips continued till they were 
unloaded. The produce of the cargo, and the 
treafure brought home in thefe Oiips, were fuppof* 
cd to amount to between 3 and .400,000 1. for, 
aftei; all charges of convoy, agency, law-fuiis, 
emBczzlemenis, of which great (Complaint was 
made, and of every kind of thievery praftifed 
in fuch ea{bs,. the nett profits, that »ere afur-* 
wards fairly divided, amounted to x^o,oool. 

Among the difafters that befel the adventurei^ 
in this voyage^ that of lofing Mr. Hattey, with 
his litde crew, near the iflands of Gallapagocs, 
was moft to be deplored ; yet, though his death 
was fuppofed to be certain, having little or no 
provifions on board, and ftill Icfs water, after 
the conclufion of the war, he returned home, to 
the aftonifliment of all who knew him. It then 
•ppeared, that, when he parted company with 
the Duke, having no refource, he made dire^Iy 
for 
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|br the main t wd, fiUk^ in with Cape PqifBuH 
his ijnie (3CV slraoft femtdicd^ and bid^clf io a 
BUferi^e wwtt conditicirv be ftYti^d the refeiu- 
tion, with thecoofeiucf bb peQ|)lei, tq futsca* 
der Elwfnfelvts prilbncuto^Q eticaty ; but, ua* 
fortunately, etc: cA^tny: tb .whwn th<;]f fcETftU* 
drred were not che civilised Spaniards,buc a mixed - 
breed of Indians and Mulatcos, who bore jui 
implacable hatred to iitl white men, from a 
rooted avcrfion to ihc Spanifh tyranny. Thefe 
wretches ufcdrhcir helplefs prifoners barbarouf- 
ly, tied their h^nds behind them, and talhed 
them to pofts, where they half-fleed them with 
whips ; and moft certainly would have tortured 
them to death, had it not been for tile interpo* 
fition of their prieft, to whom thefe hatf-heathen 
converts pay gfcat refpcft. Being, by the hu- 
manity of this good Padre* refqucd out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians, and conveyed to a 
SpaniQi fetdemcnt, Mr. Ha:Iey was received 
with Icindnefs, and ufed with much civility t 
and, when peace was declared, was let at li- 
berty, and affifted to return to bis country, 
where be afterwards engaged in a fecond expe- . 
ditioD CO the iiime feas, and ^^In fell into th* 
hands of the fame enemy. 

We have not yet been able to learn the futur* 
proceedings of the oi^cera who conduced this 
^ntcrprize. It is more than probable, that, hav- 
ing enriched themfclves by the voyage, they re- 
tired and lived private. We find, indeed, a 
{^r. Cooke eog^ed in a fucceeding voyage. 
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but it doc3 not appear that it was the Captain- 
Cooke of whofe voyage we have juft given an 
acraunL Mr. Hatley, indeed, who fell into dia 
bands of the Spaniards, was employed as fecond 
Captain under Shelvock, and of him we Ihal) 
fmc occagoo to fpca^ largely heitaftq-. 
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V O Y A G U 

OF 

Captain cLIP^ERTON 
round the world. 

CAPTAIN John CIipp<ftbn (of, as fome 
write, Clippingtoh) was faorn at Yarmouth, 
in the county of Nbrfolk ; and his friends being 
flioft of them fea faring people, fie Was from 
his infancy bred up a mariner. His difporicioii 
naturally inclining him to ramble, he embraced 
every opportunity to embark in new voyages, 
and there was hardly a corner of the earth 
which he had not vifited before he was thirty 
yean of age. When he was made choice of 
to take the command of the expedition of 
vhich we are now to give ah account, he was 
cfteerhed, and that perhaps juftiy, the moft ex- 
. ^riericed feaman of his time. H6 had been 
ticquently in the Eaft and Weft Indies t had 
been in the Northern and IS^editerranean Seas, 
and had once furroiinded the wholtr globe. He 
was that Clippington, who, in 1704, with at 
Bark, df only 10 tons, two mafls, two fquare- 
£iils, two pattararoes, and ai men, left Cap- 
N 2 fain 
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ma DarApicr on the coafl of Mexico ; and. af- 
(jcr infuhing Ria Leon, vhere he cook two 
Spanilb fliips at anchor, one of which was ran- 
fomed for 40^0 piece* erf eight, and after vifit- 
ing the gulph of Salinas, whete he cleaned and 
refitted his httk bark, undertook to fail in her 
frotn-that Cflaft ff und hajf thegbbc) « great 
part of which he piifformed in a track never be- 
fore attempwd, pum^ng bis courfe in the j Stti 
d^ree of north latitude, which former naviga- 
tors had purlited after each other in cbe i3.th.) 
and, in that diredion, he reached the Fhilip- 
piaes in 54 days, w itiiottt feeing land, or mect- 
ihgwith any cEofs atcid^nt to interrupt his paflagc. 
Whib he vafi embartaflcd among tbofe ilXaads^ 
there came off a canoe with a friar on board* to 
enquire concerning fo uncommon a veOcl, the 
l(ke of which was never lecn before in thofe 
fcas. He detained the friar till bis crew wire 
fumiilied with frefh provifions, and then te- 
Jcafcd him. 

Fronj the Philippines we fteered to Pulo Coo- 
dOre, where, he expefted to "have met with an 
Englifli fettlement J but, to his great mortifica- 
tion, he there leaTnr, that, fome time before hi» 
arrival-, the Englilh had been all' murdered by 
their Indian guards. Upon this melajicholy 
news, he bore away for Macao, a port in the pof- 
ftffiion of the PortUguefe, Hear the mouth of the 
riVer Canton, in China, already frequently men- 
iroped, and htely made famous by the arrival of 
C^me Rufl^an adventurers from Kampfchatka, 
wh<^ 
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who, bf that' navigation, have conlirined the 
Ritiry of a north-eaft pafiagc to the coafts of 
China. At tJiis Port he arrived, where Shel- 
vock affiTms: that near half his crew were hang* 
cd for pirates, that the reft efcaped, Tome to one 
place, and fome to another j that ClJppcrton 
himfdf being deprived of his litik boat, found 
tneians to get on board an Bbgli(h Eaft India- 
man at Canton, and arrived in England in 
1706. 

Clippcrton was' a blanr, rough, free-fpoketi 
faitor, had not much the atrof a gentle- 
mwi, and therefore never afiedcd it -, was free 
And erfy among his featnen j and, though he was 
poffionatc, he was'lbon appeafed, and, if in the 
mwrtg^, ever ready to acknowledge his error, 
and ta repair any injury hir hafty temper be- 
tt:af<*him to commit. He h4d a ftrift regard 
•» v/tikt- he thought his duty, and was not to 
he ifiTCTied from the principles of moderation, 
Whichever indined him to afts of mercy and 
hunsanity towards fhofc over whom the chance 
rf war gave him the fuperiority. Having re- 
timed' aUnoft dcftitute fiom his firft voyage 
rtiund- the wotJd, he fettled in the north of Ircr 
iandi tffwhich retrearhewas traced, after more 
than twelve years retirement, and' perfuaded to 
Bndcrtafcethis fecond voyage, as a means to re- 
paid" hw biDlten forti^ne.' ' 
■ Tbc'foccefe that had attended the voyage of^ 
tbc'ShrfEe and DlrteKcfs to the Soiith Seas undef ' 
. the command of CaptataRf^rs, had revised the 
. fpirit 
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fpirit of privateering, which, by former mifcar- 
tiages, had been reduced to a very low ebb< 
t)ampier> as has already been noticed, was un-^ 
able, with all his flcilland all his experience, tO 
perfuade the London merchants to engage in a 
fccond expedition into thofe feas, after having 
failed in the firft, and wis obliged to apply to 
iSrtftol to raife a i«-w company of adventurers ta 
fecond his views i but fuch is the nature of man* 
kind, that emulous, not to fay envious, of the 
fuccefs of others, ihey are ever ready to croud 
the road that has led to fortune, without conli- 
dering how unBt they are to undertake the jour- 
ney. The owners of the Duke and Dutchefs 
' bad been particularly careful to make choice of 
gentlemen, not only of atulity^ to condufb the 
toyage which proved To fuccefsful, but wboalfo 
had confidence in, and friendOiip for, each other j 
and yet, with all this care and caution, it was 
with the greatefl ditlicuky in the world that they 
were perfuaded to keep together, and to a6t ii> 
concerc. On the contrary, i-he Commanders ja 
the prefent expedition, were gentlemen of oppo- 
dtetempersi oppofite views, and already, beforlc 
they (ei out, engaged in oppofite parties > it was 
therefore very unlikely that two fuch Com- 
manders (bould unite in one common intereft, of 
that the one {hould fhare the danger where the' 
other was to reap the glory. The event wil| 
ftiew, that the mifcarriageof this entcrprize wai 
not more .owing to the mlltakes in- the voyage^ 
than in the wrong letting ouc 
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The impatience of the undertakers, was Co 
great, and their confidence of making themfelvcs 
rich by the plunder of the Spaniards To certain, 
that, unwiUing to truft to an eventual rupture 
^tween Great Britain and Spain, they took oc- 
calion, from the war that then fubfifted between 
the Emperor and Spain, to apply to the Imperial 
Court for a commiOion to carry their plan of 
hoftilities into execution. With this view, hav- 
ing equipped two ftout fhips, the Suece/s and the 
^peedweUj ic was thought neceffary to find out 
fome gentleman who had ferved on board the 
royal nayy, that might take upon hini the com- 
mand of the expedition, and be able to aft with 
propriety in a joint commiflioD, wherein Flemi(h 
foldiers and EngliHi failors were to be united in 
the fame defign. 

For this difScult talk no m^n was thought 
.more fit that Captain George Shelvock, who 
had been bred from his childhood in the royal 
navy, had been thirty years in, the lervice, and 
arrived at the rank of Firft Lieutenant of one of 
his Majeily's Ihips of war, which he had borne 
with great reputation ^ was in his perfon and 
behaviour a fine gentleman, and was confefiedly 
a very expert and able feaman. He was, befides, 
iA quick parts, ready fpcech, and very winning' 
iiddrcfs, but withal rather too fenfible of his 
pwn accomplifhments. This gentleman the ui)- 
dertakers thought themfelves happy in having 
^und ; and they accordingly not only invefted 
)um with the cotnmand, but eotrufted to \iim the 
grand 
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grand bulinefs <^ the comnrriffion, and for tdac 
purpofe he received inftmaionS » repair tcl ' 
DUend with the Speedwell, and there, as Soea 
as the cotnmiffion wss obtained, to take on bdard 
the complcmeat of Flemings that were to giv* 
countenance to the undertaking i and to join th« 
Succefe in the Downs, which there laf ready Un- 
der the Command of Capt. Mitchcl. Ob this oc- 
cafran the names of the fhips were changed i th« 
Sucte/s was called thePrfmeE«ge»e, and rire Speed- 
vvlltht Starenierg, in compliment to the Prmct ' 
and the Imperial Prime Mi/lifter. Capt. Shcl»ocfc 
was, belides, inflruAed to lajr in fuch a ftock of 
wines and fpirituous liquors, as he fbould }udge 
iufficieot fiar the ufe of both fbips in a vojragc 
where fuch refrefhtnents would be sUblbtely 
neceflary, and without which the climate ^ 
Cape Horn could hardly be endured. 

In this bufinefs, however, the Captain gaVe , 
Jbme dilgaft. He was either too exrravsgant, 
too oftentatious> or too remifs i and the voya^ 
which the owners had ib tnuch at heart, was 
diotight aheady to hare fufFered by unneceffaiy 
de!ay. But, what was ftill worfe, the FlemiSt 
foldiers, go in number, commanded by their own 
officers, had hardly arrived in the Downs before 
they became (o infolcnt, that it was prefcntly dit 
covered, that fhefcheme of their *S:ing-in con- 
cert with Engiifc failors was utterly impra^* 
cable : fo that after all this delay and cjt- 
pcnce, the commifiion was returned, the Plemift 
ibldiers difcharged, and a nt'ff plan formed. 
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^iiich gave the firftoccafion to thofe dilTentions 
tfuc in the end proved the rutn of the voyage. 

Capnin Shelrock's management had much 
k0ened his credit, and his friends were unable 
to fupport his iotereft. The reafon for his ad- 
vancement no longer exifted -, and it was found, 
^at the difcipline to which he had been iccuf- 
tomed on board the royal navy, was not the dif- 
cipfine to be pra£l:ifed on board privateers. It 
was neceflary, therefore, as the circumftances of 
things were changed, war with Spain declared, 
and no extraordinary accompltlbment required, 
to look out for an officer to cake the command, 
who had experience in the bufinefs in which he 
was to be employed 1 who knew the weftem 
coafts of America, and was acquainted with the 
genius of the people with whom be was to con>' 
Knd, as well as the tempers of thoTe with whom 
be was to attack. 

On this new regulation, the character of Cap> 
tain Clippcrton was called to mind. He was 
known to fome of the owners, and Itrongly re- 
Commended by other merchants, as of all men 
then living the 5tte[1: to be entruRed with the 
conduft of fuch an expedition. The owners, 
who had already expended more than 15,0001. 
began to .confidcr their own intcreft without re- 
fpe£t to perfons ; and, therefore, they fought out 
and invefted Captain Clipperton with the chief 
command, continuing Captain Shelvock Com- 
mander of the Speedwell, and appointing Cap- 
tain Mitchell fccond to Captain Clipperton, and 

Vol. II. O , Captai* 
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Captain Hatlejr fecond Captain to Shclvock; 
The Ihtps were leftoFcd to their foi mer nanKs».aa 
£ngli(h comcnidiaB procured for the CoonnAdd- 
crs, aod every thing prepared while the llkqii hf 
ia the Downt for their immediate ditjiarrMo. 

The inftrnftions given to the refpeftire Com^ 
manders were, in fobftance, the fame with thofe 
given to the Commanders of the Duke and 
£>utchefs, ftrongly recommending unanimity. 
But this precaution proved wholly ufelcfs. The 
expedition wore an unfortunate afpeft firom the 
beginning. The Ibips were obliged to lie tfaroa 
months at Plymouth, waiting for a wind. Fac- 
uonsttcre in the meantime formed, inwhtchtlie 
crews at Well as the Commatiders were iav(rfved« 
Captain Shelvock highly refenird the affi««t thaC 
had been offered in depriving him d the cluef 
command ; and Captain Clippetton, being m 
boiftcrous man, having himfelf ftrong pafl!ons, 
And not having art to conceal them, knowing 
Captain Shelvock's prejudices, nothing but 
diOentlon and difcord prevailed. Every poft 
brought the owners freih complaints i and every 
poll carried fi'efh reproofs to the Commanders. 
In this humour the parties continued while the 
fliips lay at Plymouth. Ac length. 

On the ijth of February, 1719, tbeSnoceJSr 
of 36 guns, and 180 men, commanded by Cap- 
tain Clippetton, and the Speedwell, of 24 guns, 
and to6 men, of which Capta'm Shelvock was 
Commander, failed with a fair wind » but, by an 
uoacr 
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waooooaulde wovfighc, the Speedwell had on 
Iwu^ the vhete flock of mac Mdbrandjr, and 
the Siicee& the groateft ftiare of oihar ftwcs. 

For fevcnltiaystiie^ had frefh gales, f(|Ua]lyv 
vtth raiOf and Ac Sacceis was daa t>b}^d to 
flwnca M ibr the Speedwdl. Captain ShcU 
Tock tells uf, chat he oompAained jo Captain - 
Chpptnom of the cnokaelsof his flitp, and de- 
fired him to lend &r his wine and brandy, thai 
be might Ihike down fiame of his gons into tha 
hold, which would niaUc him to fiul much bee- 
Mr than he did t but this, it feems, was n^le£t- 
ed i a pnoof that Ciiffierton had no intention td 
defert «be Specdwcil, though it was a flight, 
wUcb Sielrock could oot bw rcfeRC. On the 
19^1, A Violcu fionn atofe, which obliged both 
^ps CD iA/C in their' top^^U. The gale in-' 
Cieafiiig, the Sncceft maids ailgnal ler the Speed- 
weU to hriig . to 1 JArhich Captain Shelvock 
icactily ijfaeycd } and, by eHercn at night, both 
fliipa woe vmder baK pales. On the 20th, in 
fht afiBraooD, the ftorm abated, and Captain 
Clip{)ei«on nude fail, Aecring S. by E. where- 
at Captain Shelvock, according to his journal, 
flood north-weft-, fo chat ftom this day they 
never faw: each other, till they met in thd 
South Seas by mere accidcoc. Here then pro- 
perly begins the htOory of Capitain Clipperton's 
voyage round cfac world. He was now at (ai 
irithouK linfoon^ and *nthout his conlbtt. The 
firft place of rtndiav>otH appoimed by them, 
«H tlie Canary Iflaada % and, therefore, he fail- 
O 2 ed 
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fi thither, and arrived at Gtmicra on the 5di oS 
March, Having taken in Ibme wine aod re- 
freflimenta, for which he bad greac occa&on, he 
continued cruiling at the Caoaries ten days for 
his conlbrc ; but, miffing her hen;, he condaucd 
his vojrage to the next place of Toidezvws, at 
the Cape de Vcrd or Green illands. 

The former tflands* called by the ancients th« 
Fpnunate lAaods, from tlieir ferttlityand tempe- 
rate air, were difcovered by the Spaniards in 1402, 
who named them the Canaries, or the Iflands of 
Dogs, becaufc no other creatures were found on 
|hem< They arc eight is number. The Great 
Canary is the largeft, is . far diftanc ffom the 
others, and contains pooainh^itantt. It is the 
'feat of the Bifbop, the Inquifition, and of the 
Council Royal. There is a mountnnon the 
TenerifF, called the Pike of Tcnerifl^ which, 
according tp the conunon opinion, isthehigfaeft 
in the world. It may be diftindtly feen at Bxtys 
leagues dlftance. It itthree daysjtuimejcto the 
top of it, which, except in themonthsof Joly^ 
and Auguft, is always covered with faow. Fertf 
is one of the largeft, but lb dry, that there is 
not one drop of freOi water to be found in it, 
except in a few places by the fea-iide : hut Fn>« 
vidence has furnilhed a.fupply to ramcdy thae 
inconvenience; for there grows all over ttu% 
idand a fort of tree* which is pirctty large, and 
full of leaves, that are always green, and c(w 
vered with a little clopd that wets the leam by> 
its d^w, &» ch^c a Bw flcv wat^r diftilU from 
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dicin into \m^ pails, which the intnUtants fee' 
tDcauhjL This water falls in iiich quaatities, 
that it not onljr abundantly fupplies the necofficy 
of the people, but it is fu^cient alio to water 
the cattle. The Canaries in general are very-- 
fectile, and abound with wine that is tranfported 
into all parts of the world. On the righc-hai^ 
of thofe iflands, about loo leagues off^ the aia-- 
riners very often perceived an illand named Sr.' 
fiaranora, inhabited, they fay, by Chriftianti 
but no man can tell of what denominadonthey 
are, oor what language they fpeak. The Spa- 
niards have' often attempted-, to enter it, but 
could never find the way ; which has raifed an~ 
opinion in the people, that it is an inchanted 
iOand. :, 

On the 2ifl they faw St. Vincent's; and the 
next morning anchored in the bay. - Here they' 
fpent ten days cruifing in hopes of meeting with 
their confort, but in vain t which fo diOicartened' 
the crew, that Capt, Ciippercon found itdiffi-' 
cult to.perfuade them to continue the voyage' 
fot the Straits of Magellan, without wine or' 
brandy to keep up their fpirits in that uncom-: 
fprtable navigation. Some are of opihionj that 
thei^ iflaiids wer£ called Green IQandi froin 
tite Green Cape of Africa, over-agatnft wtucb 
they lie ; others, becaufe the fea that fucro^uda ' 
thein is fo. covered with a gEcen herb, that yott* 
can hardly fee the. watery nor can flups Ail' 
throogh it, but with a ftiff galectf wind. It- 
|rrod4C6s bemesj igu^h lil^e white goofeberriesk; 
but 
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liM miillbM taSat Nobody oan tcU how ir 
grewBt ioc thot is no gtoiiad where it Aoat* 
i^KHi the vattt, and it ctmaA amte. inm tte 
bsnoKV thefatbdaginmBnypiacsiiiififiiduuiK 
able. 

£te the rft ^ Apnl thcf Uft St. Vincent, 
ad oo tbe S9th of May thef had aa obf«tv»- 
tioiTt and ibuod thcraftdvcs in ku. 51 deg. ij- 
imo. S. being then off Cape Vidgin Mary, riie 
soith point of the entrance 1^ the Scraiu «f 
Magi^aa^ The next day they cnstned (he 
Stouts, abd fent Aeir {Mooace oh Ihere on the 
main, to a frelh^vratcr liver, which wm ac thisr 
tine fraicn ap. They law lai^ flocki of gede 
ttd d)Klu* boc Tery iliy. Thr furgeoa's mate, 
by fome accident, was left on Ihore 1 and nenf 
mOmhi^ when farougfat afatard, was near dead 
wtthco]<i They anchored St QaceoEliEabeth'te 
lAau], and found ^at plenty of fmatlage,. 
which was of infinite ferrke (o tboTe fiek of the' 
ftnrry. They eat it raw, boiled it te cheif 
fiiups, and kept the juiceof k iil bottkt. They 
iBCt'with i^enty of wild-fowl and iheH-GIlu 
fiUed their caflcs with water, and continued their' 
CouHe. Ob the ssd they aachored in a fine 
bay, wBch, from its depth,' tbtfy caUed N<K 
bottom Bay. The trees were high, loaded wltfr 
bow, and exhibited a nwft aftbniibing profped. 
On tbe Z9th came a canoe, with four Indians. 
They were of a middle ftatdre, dark eonv' 
|deftion, th^^iees broad and round, low fore- 
beads, bUA. hair voy lank and fhort, with n« 
doathin^ 
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dwuluog^ «xcept a piece of flcio to cover tluir 
loiddks. Wbac feemed moft reourki^e, vt» 
» circle round their wrilUi of a bright a^urb 
It lenQS tbcfe fangu arc extremely jealous «f 
(heir womea ( for, notwithibudkig all that couUt 
be faid to them, the; iwcnild not pertaic a wor 
laui. who was of their parfiy, to come on boacd. 
Soi^ainviJlc, 4uM c^ l^^Ha voyagers «b« 
lately pa^ the Scraits». make the fame 9b£»i>«» 
tion. Capt. ClippertonoEdered them bread aa4 
cheele, aod a dram cf bcandy, though it was 
very fcarca The forner they eatvery heanilj',. 
or rather greedily } but the latter they could am. 
be previukd upon oo tafte. They had bows ani 
arrows,: a|kd (ope_ fiflung-tackle along with tbei% 
After about two hours ftay^ they rowed aihon;^ 
tn^iAg i^os that diey would cone i^iu. 
The Dcxtdi^ t'he pinnace was lent a£hore, ao4 
leburned in the evetuog with the Indian canoe 
ladea with Dnifcles, which the Indians had eai> 
changed £br breads knives, and other trifle^ 
la ike bagkining of the month of July diey 
foaod the weather moderate. Thele notivci 
were a harmle& people : one of the crew, being 
k& OR iborc, lived wkh them two nights and a 
daf, and. was very kindly created by chem,( 
which fbews, that, if t^ey sae well ufed, they 
Arc npt trcacherput. All this time their ihipls 
coK^Mhny were very fickly^ asd fearce a day 
jaffed but feme one or other (Ued. On July 8 
cliey buried their maftcr^gunner. They caufed 
*lttoog.pUn^ to be dtinait.thch^Klof hi^ 
grare, 
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grave* on which was the following infci^tion t 
«* Mr. William Pridhaffl, gunner of the Succcfs, 
•* deceafed July 7i 1719, in this Strahj ahdJieS 
•' buried here." On the 20th Capt. Mitchell and 
Lieut. Daridfon went in the pinnace to Terra 
del Fuego, in order to make difcovfcry of the 
pa0age that a French Tartan isfaid to have went 
through into the South Sea, May 1^13, and to 
Jee if there was any anchoring beyond Cape 
Quad. Or the 29th they -returned, having 
found the pal]age> but fo harrow, that it wai 
judged hazardous to go that way. They^ Ibund 
likewife feveral good bays to the north-weft of 
Cape Quad to anchor in. The Indians brought 
them a feal, which they broiled and roafted^ 
«nd faid it eat like venifon. 
- Auguft ij they refolved to profecute th«r 
voyage thro' the Straits, which, with much dan- 
ger and difficulty, they-accomplilhed. Aug. 18, 
they arrived in the South Seas, but fo weak, 
that it was impoflfible to undertake any thing 
immediately i they therefore fteered dircflly for 
theiQand of JOan Fernandez, the third and laft 
place of rendezvous, where they arrived Sept. 7, 
and fearched diligently in hopes of finding ftHne 
■token of the Speedwell, but to no manner of, 
purpofe. According to bis inftrudions, Clip- 
perton continued to cruife a full moiith, and, 
before he took his departure, ordered an infcrip^ 
tion to be cut On a remarkable tree fronting 
the landing-place 1 fo that it was impoOible for 
any fiiip'a crew to come alhore^ and not lee 
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it. The infcription thus : •* Capt aim JOHN 
'' W, MAGEE. 1719." This William MagcB 
was furgcoii on boiird the Succefs, was well- 
known to Capt. Sbelvock, and all the fhip's 
compaoy, arid therefore his name was made 
choke of rather than the Captain's, for a blind 
in cafe the inCcripiion fhould be read by the 
Spaniards. Here the fick were fet alhore, and 
every means ufed fiw their recovery j but the 
very livM^Ui of being without any cordial to 
tomfopt them* dqjefted them cxcelflvcly. The 
Weather W4t changeable ; abundance of rain fell } 
Mid they had alfo fome bard gales of wind. 
They tQOk. joau in plenty, which not only 
fervod them for .the prjefent^ but likewife in- 
treafcd .their iea ftore» having falted a great 
number withialt theyibund on ihe ifland ready' 
made. They likewife wooded and watered, and 
cleaned their .ibip, ready for action in the South- 
Seas, where it was now vifible they were to 
truHe alone i for Cllppcrton was of opinion the 
Speedwell w£ loft -, or at leafl; be gave out fo* 
to pacify his company^ who were continually 
eurfiog Capt. Shclvock for running away with 
their Jiquori. One thing remarkable was* the 
beauty and ferttiicy of this iCland, added to the 
ftories they had heard of others, tempted four 
of Clippsrtgm's men, with a view of remaining 
there, to betake themfalvej to the mountainsf 
where two of ihera were made prifoners by the 
gofit'huitterS} who were ibrced to 6re at them 
feveral times before they would furrender. 
Vofc. II. P Oaobcl 
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Oftobcr 7i ihcy prepared to fall ; and, in the 
mean time, Captaln'Mitchell went on ftiorc, to 
fet up a crofs already cut for that purpofe, at the 
foot of which he buried a bottle, in which was 
contained a letter for Captain Shelvock, direft- 
ing another place of rendezvous, and fome pro* 
per Jignal tq know each other by at fea. At 
eight in the morning they weighed from the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez, and left their two men 
in poffeffion of it, of whom more hereafter. 

After leaving this ifland. Captain Ctipperton 
failed northward, till he was in the parallel of 
L.ima, where he intended to a^ though he was 
'now in a very indifferent condition, having loft 
thirty men fmce his palling the Equator ^ and 
the remaining crew exprefling fome uneafincfs in 
relation to plunder, he cauled a paper to be fix- 
ed to the main-maft, which was afiented to by 
the whole ihjp's company. 

On OAober 25, they gave chace to a fmall 
vellcl.and t^ok her. Being their firft prize, (he 
Was an ill otiien of their fiiture fuciyfs. She was 
a fnoiv.of 40 cons, laden with fand and rubbifh 
for manure^ had feven Indians and two negroes 
on board ^ and all the captors could find worth 
taking, was two jars of eggs, as much treacle* 
and a couple of pieces of eight in ready money. 
The next day, they met with a fliip called the 
St. Vincent, of 150 tons, laden with wood from 
Guiaquil, with two friars, fixteen Indians, and 
four negroes aboard. On the 30th, they took a 
large fiiip called the Trinity, of 400 tons, taken 
by 
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by Captain Rogers when he plundered Guiaquil 
-ten years before. She had a great many paflen- 
gers on board, and a cargo of confiderable valuer 

On Nov. 2, they took another prize, of 70 
tons, with the Couniefs of Laguna and feveral 
other palTengers on board, a great deal of money, 
'and upwards of 400 jars of wine and brandy, 
articles very much wanted. Captain Clipperton 
defired the Countefs to make her choice, either 
to flay on board the prize, or accept of the ac- 
commodations they were able to afford her on 
board th§ Succefs, She chofe the former 1 and 
the Captain fcnt an officer with drift orders to 
fuSer nobody to enter her cabbin but her own 
domeftics : he likewife appropriated a part of 
the wine and brandy found on board the prizes 
for the ufe of his feamen, to whom, no doubt, it 
was 3 welcome refreQiment. 

He had already detached feveral officers, and 
above a third part of his company, to take care 
of his prizes ; and yet was as eager to take more, 
as if, infteadof a privateer weakly manned, he 
had commanded a fquadron of fliips of war. On 
the 1 2th he difcovered, at fomc diftance, a Lon- 
don-built pink, of 200 tons, laden with wood, 
named the Rofario, the Mafter of which being a 
verycunningfellowjfoonfawtheerror that Clip, 
perton had committed, and refolvcd to take ad- 
vantage of it. He guefled, by the number of 
prizes, that many men could not be fent on 
board his fhip ; and, having about a dozen paf- 
fcngers, he directed them, under the command 
P I 01 
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of a French boatfwain, to hide themfelves in the 
hold, with orders, on his making a certain flgnal, 
to feize as many of. the Engli(h as came down -, 
aflbringthcm, that he, with the Ihip's company, 
nvouM be able to manage the reft. As fopn as 
the (hip ftruck. Captain Clippercon fent Lieq- 
tenant Serjeantfon, with eight men, to take pof- 
fcQion of her ; who, as fuon as he came on board, 
ordered all that appeare4 into the great cabin^ 
and pla,ced a centinel at the door of ir, Thinl^- 
ing every thing fecure, and not in the lead ap- 
prchenfive of danger, he with fome of his men 
went into the hold to fee what was iifthe ftiip ; 
on which the paOengers, who were conceakf], 
fallied out, knocked mofl: of them down, and 
the French boatfwain, coming behind Mr. Scr- 
jeantfon, knocked him down likewife, and then 
ordered them to be all bound. The Spaniards 
in the great cabin fecured the centinel | and* hav- 
ing thus recovered their fliip, made inftantly for 
the fliore, where their own company and th? 
firifoners were all in equal danger of perilhing^ 
which the Captain no fooner perceived, than he 
ordered the Englilh to be ynbound ( and, by 
good fortune every man efcapcd upon 'he rocksj 
againfl which the Spaniard in his eagernefs had 
tun his veffel, and againft which (he was daflicd 
to pieces. Lieutenant Serjcantfon and his peo- 
pie were fecured, and fent prifonors to Lima. 
The Viceroy of Peru was no fooner acquainted 
with this gallant action, than he ordered « new 
fjjip to be built at Guiaquil for the Captain, and 
taxed 
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taxed the traders towards the expeocc of her, 
intending this as a reward for the fervice he had 
rendered the public, and hoping thereby to en- 
pourage bthers to behave as nobly. On the ar- 
rival of the prifoners at Lima, they were clofely . 
examined ; and one of them gave a full account 
of every thing he knew, particularly of the two 
men left upon the ifland of Juan Fernandez, 
and of the bottle with a letter in it; upon 
which, the Viceroy ordered a fmall weBcl to be 
Btted out, to fetch both the one and the other, 
vhich was accordingly perfbrmcd. 

It was not till the 20th that Ctptun Clipper- 
lion perceived that his laft prize was reuken » 
when, confidcf log what wta \xEt to be done, he 
prudently determined to fet his SpafliA prifoners 
»[ liberty, as well to fave provifionst which, it 
(hat time, he could very ill fparc, as that their 
good ufage might be fpccdily known, and re- 
turned to fuch of his men as were io the 
pnemy's power. 

Accordingly, on the 27th, they came to ao 
anchor with all their prizes, at the illand of La 
^ata, and, in his way, took another prize, call* 
pd the Cayeran, of zpo tons, having on board 49 
negroes, and 30 Spaniards, mod of them pafieo' 
^n. Hetc the Captain b«gan ferioufly to con* 
fidcr bow he Ibould nuke the moft of this ex- 
pedition for his owners, as well as himfelf, and 
his company. He knew that all the coall; wits 
alarmed ; and that two men of war, one of fifty, 
^nd one of thirty guns, were fitted out on pur- 
pofe 
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pofe to take him : he was fenfible, that the 
goods he had on board were not likely to be 
ranfomed in that part of the world ; and that 
they would prove mere drugs, if brought into 
this; and therefore laid all thefe things toge- 
ther } and, refleding on a propofition made by 
Captain Woods Rogers, to lend a cargo of 
fuch prize-goods to Brazil, he refolved. to try 
the ezperimeot ; and, accordingly, he fitted out 
the bark in which he took the Countels of I-a<. 
guna ; mounted her with eight guns ; and, 
■putting onboard of her thirteen EngHfhmen, 
and ten negroes, with what provifions and other 
necefiaries he could fpare, he fent her with a 
cai^o of European commodities,' valued at 
10,000 pounds, for Brazil, under the command 
of Captain Mitchell, his' fecond in tommand. 
As foon as he was gone, the Captain parted with 
all his other prizes, prefenung them to the 6pa- 
ni(h prifoners, after taking qui of them what 
he thought valuable, and detaining only the 
Captain of one of them for his pilot, and all the 
negroes i after which he failed from that ifland, 
in order to cruize In his former (Ution. 

December 12, they faw a fail about five in 
the evening, and, at leven, took her. She was 
called the Rofsry, and laden with provifions. 
The launch and pinnace were all the next day 
employed In bringing oil board the cargo, and 
having got out of her - as much as they could 
ftow, they cut her main-maft by the board, left 
ihe 
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{he Ihould overfct, and (o let tier go. The pri- 
foners infbttned th«m that the men taken by the 
Rofario were fent to Lima 1^ land. On the 27th 
they looked into Goanchaco bay, and found 
two Ihips at anchor. They fired a Ihot at eachi 
but they made no retam. Sending then their ' 
boats aboard, they found them abandoned, and 
could difcover nothing left, except fome bread, ' 
and a few jars (rf' water. • They bung out a flag 
of truce, and fired two guns at half an hour's 
interval, hoping they would have come aboard 
to ranfbm their fbips. They'wci-e anfwcred 
from fbore -, but no boat coming, they waited 
dll next day, and then fet them on fire. 

It was now reftiWed to bear away for refrelh- 
raent to the Gallapagos iQands, where they* 
might remain unmolefted till the alarm of their ■ 
being in thole feas fhould- be over •, and, ac- 
cordingly, put thfir defign in execution. On- 
Janiiary 9, 1720, they anchored on the north 
lide of the Duke of York's tQand, immediately 
under the Equtnodial, where they found good 
water, and cleaned their Qiip, which confirms 
the account given by Captain Cowley, though 
Captain R(^rs could not find the place. 

On the 2ift of January they obferved a fail, 
and about eleven at night came up with her i 
and, on 'firing of their firft gun, fhe {truck. 
She was called the Prince Ei^ene, and had on 
board the Marquis de Villa Roche, and all his 
family, who were going ro Lima. 

On February ii6th, a Spaniard dying of a 
wound 
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wound be had received at. therlaktog this flitpj 
tbe Mut)U(S defire^ ht mjgtft be bubcd accord- 
ing- to theif cctomoai^s ( rih\da wai granted^ 
When the office for the dckd Jiod boei pcribrm- 
ed, wd Che corpfe thrMm over tnard, wish a 
large )b»g€^ balkfttiid acini feet, the Splotards 
ciying tlirice, as their cuOinii -b m &ch occa. 
fiooi iiw ^oM^^ i< e. a fjpod yoyagi^i the 
body, to the admiraiilMi of cter^ ohe, pfefeotljr 
fioaied, and continued floattog m for as tfaejr 
Could lee it| wiiish the Marquis- concluded ta^ 
beanilkomen, dRd dedftfed th«t ibine iifrpcit- 
ing accident would be the con(eqtienc«. 

On March ^ a prieQ, fthe «a« OB beatd die 
S*rince Eugene, deQrtd kave to go OB Ihore wi 
,the illind of y«las j which fwas gratuodi eii hit 
promiGDg to perfuadie tb< intabitents ftf drlv* 
fome black cattle n> the {hot«» in order to «k< 
change them ibr what goods thcjr liked beftt 
On the i6th, he reiurned wjth &ar h«ad of 
black cattle, fome fowU, and fruic, as a prefeai 
to the Marquis \ but at the fame time declared^ 
that the Governor would not rfufier the inhabi- 
tants to trade. He faid. Captain Mitchell bad 
been affaore there, atid bod ttiot fame o{ xbcir 
cattle t but that zoo men. appearing iinderarms^ 
tbey had forced him to retire. The next day 
fome letters from the Marqoia were toterceptet^ 
very little to his honour, fince they tended to 
Itir up the people to fiirprile, and fecure thi 
boat when it came next aibore to water. 'Uport 
this. Captain Clipperton confined him for fomtf 
days I 
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days ; yet, cm the 2otb, he allowed both the 
Marquis and his lady to go afliore, leaving thei^ 
oaly child as aa hol^age. 

On April 14, the Marquis, his lady, and the 
GoveniQr, cam& aboard ; and, an agreement be^ 
ing made for their ranfom, the lady and child 
were fent Ojt Oiore, and the Marquis only re- 
mained as an hoftage. In this tranfaftion Clip- 
perton appears to hare been outwitted by thi^ 
nobleman, who bafety broke his word, and pro- 
voked the crew for trufting him; On April 
toth, they anchored in the gulph of Amapala 1 
and, not being able to water there, repaired to 
the idand of Tigers, where they did it with 
great eafe. On June 4, they failed to Gorgona 
on the fame errand, and were well fupplied. On 
the- 24th, they made prize afecond time of thd 
St. Vincent, nOw commanded by Don Clement 
de Andrado, laden with timber and cocoa-nutSf 
On.Auguft II, they anchored, with their prize. 
It the idand of Lobos de la Mar, where they fct 
up tents on the ihore, fcrubbed and cleaned 
their Ihip, and where the crew talked over thei^ 
affairs, till they began to think them defperate. 
Sometimes they rcflcded on the Captain, for 
pretending to remain in thefe feas without their 
confort ) at other timed, they blamed him fol^ 
giving in to the Spanilb Marquis's project for 
ra^foming his {hip, which, they believed, wouU 
never be performed: and, now-and-then, thtf 
Ihip's corporal, one James Roch, a bold, bufy« 
intriguing fellow, threw in fome Qy infinuations^ 
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that, if chey mull go through fuch hardfliips, 
ic was better they (hould do it for their own 
fakes, than for other peoples ; and one Jofeph 
Maynard, the boatfwain's mate, pufliing things 
ftill further, a plot was at laft formed for feizing 
the Captain, the reft' of the officers, and rur»- 
ning away with the Ihip. They likewifc agreed, 
that, when their defign was brought to beaTi 
the officers Ihould be fet on (hore on the ifland 
of Lobos, and all who afterwards oppofed them 
(hot without mercy. This wicked combination, 
however, was happily difcovered, the two ring- . 
leaders feverely punilhed, and the reft pardoned } 
by which wife conduct the confpiracy was fup* 
preffed. On the 17th they took a fifhing-boat, 
with a large quantity of fak-fifli well curtd*, 
but found the St. Vincent, which they had left . 
at an anchor under the ifland of Lobos, driven 
afhore, and funk : here they put thirty-eight . 
Spanifh prifoners on board the gfhing-boa^ and 
fent them away. 

Nov. I, they entered the bay of Conception, 
where, mifTmg a prize that outlailed them, they 
bqre away for Coqutmbo, and cook a Ihip laden 
with tobacco, fugar, and cloth, in their paJIage. 
On the 6th, in the afternoon, they opened that 
harbour, where they (aw three nien-of-war lying, 
with their top-fails loofe i and thefe no fooner 
fpied them, than they cut their cables, and 
flood after them. The Succefs hauled clofe on 
a wind, and the prize did the fame ; upon whicb 
th? Spanifli man-of-war that' Med bcft gavd 
chaco 
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c^ace to the laaer, and took her. The other 
two Ibips crouded all the fail they could to come 
up with the Succefs, but Ihe outfailing them, 
made her efcape. In the Spanilh prize they lofl: 
their third Lieutenant, Mr. James Milne, and 
twelve of their bell men. The Captain who 
took, him was the famous Don Bias de Leflb, 
Governor of Carthagcna, when attacked by Ad- 
miral Vernon. Don Bias treated his prtfoner a 
little roughly at fi;ft, being enraged to find he 
had miiTed the Engtifh privateer, and only re- 
taken a Spanilh prize t and, in the firft tranfporc 
of his palTion, ftruck Mr. Milne on the head 
with the flat of his fword •, but, when he came 
to himfelf, he fent for him, and, finding him 
Ilripped by his foldiers, generoufly aiked his 
JMrdon, ordered him a new fuit of cloatbs, and 
kept him for fome time on board his Ihip. He 
afterwards procured his liberty at Lima, paid 

or his palTage to Panama, where he gave him a 
jar of brandy, and another of wine, for his fea- 
ftores, put 200 pieces of eight In his pocket, 
apd fent him to England. This unlucky acci- 
dent of loQng their prize revived the ill humours 
among Clipperton's tnen, who did not indeed 
plot again, but became exceedingly deje&ed. 
On the 16th they faw another fail, aod gave 
chace, which, after a - few guns fired 00 both 
fides, bore away, being a clean Ihip, and left 
them, which proved a lucky efcape i for this 
was likewife a Ihip of force, fitted out to take 
Capt. Shelvock, and commanded by one Fitz- 
Q,» gerald. 
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gerald, who, knowing this wis not'Sbdvock's 
fh'ip, and doubting what ftrength fhe migTtt be 
c^j had no great ftomach to engage her. Thefa 
repeated difappointments, as they broke the 
fpirits of his crew, fo they had a very bad eft 
feft on Capt. Clipperton himfelf, who began 
now to betake himfelf to drinking ; and, as thi^ 
vice generally grows upon people ander misfor- 
tunes, he drank at laft to fuch an excefs, that he 
was hardly ever quite cool - or fobcr. It wa^ 
chiefly owing to this unhappy practice, that lie 
fell into many errors in his future conduft. 
They were now in want of proviGons, and they 
refolved to continue cruifing to the north, to 
feck afuppiy. In this cruifc they had but in- 
different fuccefsj and, therefore, on the 27th, 
they let afbore their Spanifh prifoners, and then 
determined to go once more to the Gaillapagos 
in order to refrcfli. In their paflage to thefe 
iflands, they began to fufpcft fome error in their 
log-line i and, upon meafuring, found it three 
fathoms too fhort. 

On the 4th of December, they loft their pur- 
fer i and die fame day found themfclves very 
near the Gallapagos iSands, but could 6nd np 
anchorirtg- place, nor any frefh-^water, though 
ihey had ftund a fine road on'theit fifft vifii. 
Which' gave Shelvock occafion to charge Clipper- 
ton with 'want of fkrll ; they therefore made the 
fceft -way they Could to the Ifle of Cocoas, where 
|hey Tioped certairdy to get fome tSfli, fowl, and 
■ppcoa-nilts, moft of thelr'pcople bring vtryfitH^ 
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and weak. Ofi ch^ i7Xh ia the mprnine thtf 
came in Qgbc of it, which filled them i/ah in- 
expre0Udle joy. Gta the i Sth, all thaf could be 
fpared went on (bpre to baild a kind «f bootJi 
for the Teception of thek lick, who were allcon* 
venieotly lodged, The Captain opeAcd here Jioi 
laft cafl[ oi bciiDdy for the ule of the ftiip's cfxn- 
poisy. and gave every nun » dram a jjly ; Aod« 
oa New-Year'fi-day, he alioweda gaJUon-Of ftrivig 
bcer'to e»eiy mefp ; and, by haviqg^cce^ iuity 
of Aouriftung food and much eaff;, .the crew 
b^an 10 cecover« and were able to fwood .and 
Kilter, -chough wirli much dtfficuli:}^^ 

^On^ 17th of January, 17x1, thsG»pU,ia 
muk the eecclTary dUpo&tioiu for failings btV, 
whan i^ey.came to ^^uller the qfiea, tbcce v£ce 
a0ia& t^jekvjfji Buil^ three £i^Ubj9U0t 
aod e^bt nqgEocs, who chofe rasher to.seoma 
iA tJm iHifrv^ueQted iHaad, than coBHoue .CK- 
pofed te vUi^ers ^d fatigues qa bnar4, aodXO 
flKir JUving Q9o&m%)ff ^ Saort allov^aAce. 

/On sfce a^h. tlxar swiped oa «be coaftof 
Mexico, where, difcoveriqg a fyi\, <they Xeuc 
RfaeirfMUMra; togivt'Jier ohace; to whoqirlbe 
irtfr<WH|y.fa-B^k. ^le proved to be J^ Maria, 
cotomaodetj by Capt. ^(ivocki and the af:^ oujnt 
he gaffc -was. That he bad no owtfp .|iian forty 
<nBCn fljive, thp.re&^uigall dead, or difperfe4» 
•JibACiieihadJeft-tbe Spcp^well at Juaa ji'^rnaa- 
•dez, "«lhBK-)thep'b»Uc.a M^rk out of the wteck -, 
sfhat tfaeyitadfOtOcdalosg qj)iU and Peru, till 
:^^;^mt^q£^yiiwLiW»f wiwetJjejtook 
this 
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this prize ; that they had no regular command 
atnoQg them ; that they had chofen a quarter- 
mafter, carrying every thing by a majority of 
votes i and that they had quite broken their ar- 
ticles with their ownersj and had fliared all 
among themfelves. • ' 

On the 27th, Captain Shelrock came aboard, 
being fent for by Captain Clipperton and the 
agent, to ffrc an account of his tranfaftions. 
The boat brought Mr. Dod, Lieutenant of ma- 
rines, having been ufed very ill for his attach- 
ment to the owners ; at leaft fo he aflerted, and 
was firmly believed by Captain Clipperton, and 
his officers. The next day Captain Shelvock 
fent on board theth fix chefts of pitch and dam- 
nier, and two barrels of tar, with fix flabs of 
copper : Captam Clipperton fpared him twenty- 
jour quarter-deck guns, fome great Ihot, a com- 
pafs, and a few other neceffaries : his people 
purchafed doaths, Iboes, hats, and other necet 
faries ; and Mr. Hendric the purfer, and Mr. 
Dod, continued in the Snccefi^ dcligning never 
more to ful with Shelvock. 

In the beginning of March, both dme and 
place favouring, they determined to attempt the 
Manilla (hip, before fhe entered Acapuko. 

On the 13th, they ^ain met Captain Shel- 
Tock, and, at a general confultation, agreed to 
make the attempt jointly. But, previous to the 
ligning this agreement, it was propofed by Cap- 
tain Clipperton to form a joint ftock, to bury 
all former mtfearriagea u) oblivion, and again &) 
aft 
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ad in concert for the good of the owners. This 
propofition was rejedcd by Captun ShcWock. 
and his ptople* who did not care to part with 
what they poflefled i upon which Captain Clip* 
pcrton aod his company, perceiving there was 
nothing to be expedted from their confort, and 
that they were too weak of themfelves to effect 
their purpofe, determined to fail diredly to the 
£ail-!ndtes» and inllantly put their refolution in 
execution, without waiting for or confulting 
Capt^n Shelvock. 

The run from the coaft of Mexico to the 
ifland of Guam, they performed in fifty>tbree 
days i and, May the 1 3th, apchored in the road 
of Umatca,— from whence they fent their pin- 
nace afhore, with a flag of truce, in order to 
pbtain fome provifions, which met at iirft with 
A favourable reception, being told that, if they 
'behaved civilly, and paid honellly, they fliould 
be fiirnifhed with what the ifland could afibrd. 
Soon after the launch arrived, and brought on 
Itoard fome cattle, bread, fugar, greens, palm- 
wine, and brandy, from the Governor, with a 
Jarge quantity of chocolate. In return for 
which, his health was drank by the whole fhip's 
crew, under a lalvo of feven guns : this was the 
laft a£t of civility that palTed between them. 

On the 18th of May, their prifoner, the Mar- 
quis deVille Roche, went afliore, in company 
with the agent, the firft lieutenant and doctor, 
having previoufly agreed with the Governor 
fbouc his raofom. Qur launch was employed 
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fix dtys in brioging wood, water, and provilioa 
aboard » during which time, the Governor de> 
fired lie might have iomt irmi and ammuaitioa 
in Exchange ^ accordingly Captain Ciipperton 
fcnt him twelve fuzeest three jars of powder, 
fixty round fhot, four pair of piftols, belides 
cutlafics, long fwords, and daggers. Thei^ch* 
they received a lettci'i in which the Governor 
demanded the Marquis's jewels, fome confecrat-' 
ed plate, and two negroes, being ChriftiaDS, 
and fubjefts to the King of Spain i as alfo a 
certiBcftte, under the Captain and officers hands, 
that peace was proclaimed, detaining M'r. Godi* 
frey and Mr, Pritty till all this was pfci&rped. 
The Capcain returned tor aafwer, that the. 
Solidad, the U& prize taken oa the coaft of - 
Chili, declared there was peace between Ejt^ - 
knd and Spain -, but, withal, affurcd the Go- 
vernor, that, iftedid not, is twenty-four bftt)rs« * 
fend the ranfom ■ with the two gentkinen, he 
would demolilh the hoi^s upon the fitorc, bum 
the (hip in the harboui^ a&d dp all the milchicf 
he could at the Philippine iflands. 

After this declaratim, faoftilities commenced 
(fn both fides. The people on fliore had railed 
a battery frona whence they fired at the pinnace. 
The fiiip ran a-ground between two fires, onfl! 
from the battery over their heads* and anothcf 
from the fhip in the harbour. In endeavouring ta 
get their fhip 00", they ran foul of the rocks. 
The enemy fired fo warmly with Hones and-ibotf 
that th^ fuffercl eztca»dy \a their buU and 
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figging. They had three men wounded, be- 
Qdcs the misfortune of loGng Mr. D^vidfon, 
their, flrft Lieutenant* who wis aii honed man^ 
bnd a good officer* 

iri this emergency, the CaptJliri being over- 
tome with liquor, the officers figned a paper iiK, 
tlemnifying Mr. Cook for taking upon him (he, 
bommand. They cleared away the hold, rcadjr 
to ftart their water, to make the {hip lighter ; and 
got their tipper and lower-deck guns forward; 
to briag her by the head, the Ibip hanging abafl 
bii the rocki 

During thfe la£l t*crity-four hburS, they had 
happily only one min wounded t biit the (hip wai 
' Wretchedly torn arid mangled between wind and 
tirater. The 36th^atrixintheafternoon,theIhip 
floating, they t:ut away the yawl, Ihe being funk 
frith the ittot i the other boats were much da- 
maged i they hove to their fmall bower, then 
tut it away, and the other two hawfers, and fcnt 
their pinnace a-head, to tow the (hip off! Ju{{ 
as they got afloat, the enemy fired fo fmartly 
' from the ne« baftery, that their fliot raked them 
Chrough between wind and water, killing one of 
their lieople, and wounding two others. They 
loft both their bow-anchors and cables, the ftern 
•nd kedge anchors, four faawfers, four of their 
lowcE^ecit guas,and nineteen barrels of powder, 
two men killed, and fix wounded, having ftood 
for no lefs than fifty hours a fair mark for the 
taemj to fire at ^ and, if they had not got clear,, 
fCwas believed they would have been funk befortf 

YoJb. II. R moriun;^. 
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morning. At ten in the forenoon they brought 
to, and began to fplice their rigging, not a rope 
of which efcapedathot. Their carpenters were 
eoiployed in fixing the mafts and yards, and the 
reft of their people in fixing the rigging. At 5z 
in the afternoon they took their departure, leav- 
ing Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Priity in the hands of 
the enemy. This was certainly one of the worft 
errors committed by Clippertoni for he Ihould 
~never haye quitted the Marquis, without having 
the ranlbm in his hands. 

On the 24th of June, they were in %ht of th« 
Bathee IQands -, and, on the laft day of the moDth^ 
they faw the iQand-fhoals of Prata. 

On the ift of July, they fell in with other 
illands, and pafled feveral boats that were fifhing, 
though no fuch iQands are laid down in any chart. 
They anchored under one of thefe iQands, and 
difpatched their pinnace for intelligence ; but not 
being able to Icarn their cburfe to Macao, nor to 
get a pilot, they determined to fall for Aaioy ; 
before which port they arrived on the 5th in the. 
evening, but were afraid to enter it in the night* 
and therefore plied off and on till day-light. 
They took notice of a great number of Inakes 
in the fea, which were brought down by the ri- 
vers that empty ihemfclves on that coaft. In 
the evening of the 6th of July, they entered the 
port, and were well pleafcd to find themlciTes 
once more in aptacc where they might hope to 
obtain rcfrelhments, and to be atde to repair 
their ftiip j but they were no fooner anchored in 
tha 
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this port, than they had 10 cuftom-houfe ofEccK 
put on board them. The firft thing thefc cuf- 
tom-houfe officers demanded was, what the fliip 
was reputed to be,' and what buflnefs Ihe had 
there. Captain Clipperton anfwered, the ffiip 
belonged to the King of Great Britain, and that 
file put in there by ftrefs of weather, in order to 
obtain provifions and neceflaries. Next morn- 
ing, the men mutinied, and infifted on being 
immediately paid their prize-money. Mr. Tay- 
lor, to whom we are indebted for this account, 
interpoling, one Edward Boreman told him, he 
had beft defift, unlefs he had a mind to have a 
brace of balls through his head. Mr; Cook, 
who coftiraanded in thie affairof Guam, and who 
fucceeded Mr. Davidfon as Firft Lieutenant, now 
demanded thirty Ihares, in right of his ofHce ; in 
which he was Aipported by the men. ' Captain 
Clipperton, and the reft of the officers,^ feeing 
the turn things were likely to take, were very 
deiirous, that Tome allowance fhould be made to 
the officers that -were taken prifoners, and to 
Mr. Hendry and Mr, Dod, who joined thctn 
from, the Speedwell : but the men would hear 
of no fuch allowances, Whillt thefe difputes 
lafted* fome took it into their heads to go afhore, 
without aflcing leave j and, when Captain Clip, 
perton would have corre£ted them, the whole 
company declared on their fide, and prevented 
it. After this, all things fell into confufion : 
the men refufed to work till they had their 
prize-money i and, upon comptaintj a guard of 
R t foldiers 
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foldiera was fent on board, witli a ptnmptotf 
order from the Mandarin to Csptuq ClipperKn 
to comply. 

* On September i6, the difttibution was toadt.% 
and no aUowance being rcferved fer (uch as were 
Uken prifoners, the rcprcientattres of tbofe wbq 
were dead, or the two gentlemen who had ferv- 
ed on board the Speedwell, the price-monej of 
|i fbre-maft-qiEin was 419 dollars. Accordiogto 
this diftribution, the owners fliare in readjr iqo> 
liey, wrought fihrer, gold^ aadjewdt, aniouDiDd 
to between 6 and 7000 1. fterling, which Ca|^ 
uin Clipperton caufed cq be inunediately put on 
board a E^ortugueie Eaft-Indi«nani caHed the 
Queen of Angels, Don Francifco la Vero CotiH ' 
fnandcr, which fhip wa3 unfortunately burnt m 
Rio Janeiro, on the coaft of BraGl, June 6, 1721. 
So that of thefe efic^ the owners received no 
more, the chai^ of Ulv^ dedu^Ud> tlua 
i8oo. 

On Septeipber 30, they weighed ancbar 60m 
the bay of Amc^, which Itet in the prevwco of 
l^onkin, after having paid, u|ider the article of 
port charges, the moft ezorbitaat fum o{ 17*09 
dollars -, and then proceeded to Macao^ ia the 
road of which they aochorcd, 0&. 4. As Satm a$ 
Capt. Clipperton entered the pMt, he Jalntcd the 

' fomefs } which comp^ment bang returned, h» 
^ent on fhore, ^od found there the Ceptua of tbt 
Fom^uefe man-of-wv, who bad undcnaken n^ 
^rry what belonged to the ownen to Braft 
^IfC #utinQiu P19W imfoi ttiemlelTM *t a k)4 
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herr, cba PntugtMTe CMpam dtcUang aWcrftnt- 
1^ in Hyaar of their CaounwidcT t iad, tbo*- 
fwe, Captsiii Coelt, and uxxher QlScer» lool^ 
paflrage to C^hWh to conroU ^4r> Winder, f^ 
pcrcoi^ to an Eaft'ladi«maD, and Ion to one 
of the princ^)al proprietors, as to the meafum 
fvbich &ould be taken about carrying tbe Suc- 
cefs home } and, upoo their return, the fiiip w^ 
furveyad, condemned, and Ibid for 4000 dollars | 
but Cape. ClippefioD, to Ihew his opinion of her, • 
{igrecd with the perfons who bought her, for his 
|n0kge in her to Batavia i a platn indrcanon, 
dMit tbcK was m danger qf her foundering tt 
fea. Tbc fluf being fcU, every man tliM^ 
Unfelf n lilMTtr aolhifc as «dl aa kc coold, 
mi to u& hit bcft cndosTour to fave what litde 
w«a kii him* They were, by chhante, (atiafie^ 
that Captain HitcheU, Im crev, aad catgOi wcve 
4II goDC u the boctom, or eUe feUea buo <hf 
bands of the Spaoiardsi which 99s to theiQpte^ 
ty nH)ch the fame thing t and, thercfofe, what 
(hey had nwf is pofle&iQn was all (1)^ bad t« 
ezpe£t. Twenty of them, however, who had 
agreed to give fix dollars a-piece for a parage 
{n a Oiinefe veflTel to Canton, werp taken 'by' t 
pirate, and moll of them loft all dwir cQefta. 
After s ifbort ftay at Macao, Mr. T«y1or, tbe 
phiief flaate, got fafe to Camontnaf) Mined boet, 
for which he, and the reft of tbe Eqg^ feu 
vata that ftaid with hioii paid 20 ddlirs a-beid : 
mtd when they arrived, they were well Kceived, 
|nd f rQi^ifcd all ima^iuable afliftaqce towards 
getting 
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getting home. There were, at this time, fereral 
Ihips there ready to faih The Captains of thefe 
veflels being folicited by the factory to uke 
-Cbptain Clipperton's men on board, they met, 
-ARd agreed to carry them to Great Britain for 
fire pounds a man ; and accordingly they all 
'paid their money. Mr. Taylor arrived fafely at 
Batavia in the month of December, failed from 
thence to the Cape of Good Hope in February, 
came to St. Helena in March, and, in May 1722, 
arrived in London. The reft of the ihip's com- 
pany returned, fome fooner, fome later, as op- 
pommiiies offered ; but, as for Capt. Mitchdl, 
.who wai fcnt to Brafil with a fmall crew, he wm 
never heard of, and moft probably was deftroy- 
ed on the ifland of Velas, where he went afbore 
fm the fake o( getting freOi provifions* 

Captain Clipperton iailcd in the Sticcefs, after 
flie was fold, as a paffcnger, from Macao to Ba% 
tavia ; from whence he procured a paffage home 
in a Dutch Elaft-India fhtp, and urived, in the 
beginning of July, 1722, atGalway, in Ireland, 
where he di^d in lefs than a weeU gf a broken 
heart. 

Thus ended the unfortunate voyage of Cap> 
tun Clipperton t that of Captain Shclvock re< 
mains to (w related.. 



THE 
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T H 1 

V O Y A G E 

OF 

Captain SHELVOCK 
round the world. 

WE have already given an account, in the 
introduAion to the preceding voyage* of 
the motives that inSuenced the ownera to under* 
take it, and of the diiBculties and difcourage- 
nents that attended the firft fctting out. It re- 
mains now only to relate the proceedings of 
Captain Shelvock, the fecond in command, whd 
has him&lf been very circumftantial in laying 
before the public the following particulars. 

On the 13th of February, 1719, we failed 
from Plymouth, in company with the Succefs. 
(tf 36 guns. Captain John Clipperton, who, in 
conlideration of his knowledge of the coafts and 
cultoms of Chili, Peru, and Mexico, was to ad 
as chief of the expedidou. 

On the 15th, I came under his lee, complua- 
ed of the cranknefs of my Qiip, and dcQred him 
to fend for his wine and brandy, which he neg- 
leding, loft his fea flock of liquors ; ibr wt 
never Taw any thing of each other till about two 
^cars afterwurdi. 

Thurfday 
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Tburfdi7.i9, aftorm Moir, and Jtfaout mid* 
bight a ha draw lA our garter tod one a( 
tour ftem dead ]igh». For a confiderable timf: 
we were under apprehbnfidns of founderiog i i 
fuccelBon of prodigious Teas drove over us ; and 
in thii nielantilioly ftitt, the chain ihiiii{1 was 
the onljr means of our deliverance. 

February 20, wc had no fight of the Sutceftj 
Uid at midn^ht fee the top-fails and ftood to thtf 
bonb-weftward. 

TIhs Itmffl (a terriBad my {hip's camp<D^i 
diM ao Ms than 70 of ch«m were rrfblved mpttk 
htma^»MKf StrSa^midy «ticrc«o nikt oon- 
pUiac 4gM»ft ttie fliip. But* on tltf tad* fU* 
ceiving their dttcaitoai; I ondertd tbuD »U aa 
rieck, and ufed what argunfnts mi&tbtml w«i 
ttufier of, CO encourage. tb«m 90 jifoseed ^ bul 
^ ] could fay was but to liule purpofe. Thej 
Continued in their refoUition to cUf tha.h£ls > 
Vtatber \ and grew to that height of infolcncc ac 
laft, that I -was oUiged to call upon my officeii 
to aflift in bringing the mutineers to realbo. For 
fiiis tod moil of them appeared ardted \ and the 
fight of this fo ftartled the ringleaders, that the^ 
♦ery RrtwniffiTeiy begged 4 wohW fbf j^tc riiem | 
as I did, upon promife for die future to iKhavf 
at became them. A^wr fttis, feeing them inclin- 
ed to be tumble, J-ordond chcm lamd brandyt 
and they draok. «o our pro%)erovs voyxgew fiai 
tiic vei7 next ewsniog, Sunoa Hadey, ay. jbtxiod 
C9p^ul, bad Itketp have thrown every chingitf- 
to confufioQ, by telling me vpea dsck. :bd»n! 
Sioft 
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bioft of 'die (hip's company, that he had private 
Orders from one (^ the chief of the genElemen 
atjventurers, and Gaptiain Clipperton, to take the 
charge of the Ihip upon himfclf. 1 afked him, if 
he had a private commifGon too i but to this he 
k-etumcd nothiag but expreOions of contempt. 
Xhis unfeamanlike behaviour, immediately after 
my fcparation from my confori^ Uid me under a 
i^oedity of behaving with all poIBble circum- 
fpc&ioa, to prevent our beiqg divided into par- 
ties» which would infallibly fru^lrace the ends of 
qur expeditipD. 

. We h^d 8 very tedious pafiage toour firft pUcc 
bf teodezf ous^ the Canary lllands ; and did not 
arriv^ there till th^ 17th of March, where having 
finilhed ourcruife without any thing remarkablet 
ttxcept.takio^ an open boat with laic and wine, 
bearing nothing of the Succefs, on March the 
29th, we took our departMre from the iOand of 
FeiT9i in hopes of meeting with Captain Clip- 
percoQ ain:ong.the iQands of Cape de Verd, and 
Ve took our prize along with us. But in our 
ItaOi^e* my people began again to murmur; 
and one Turner Stevens, my gunner, very 
ffacvpXj made a propofal to me, in the hearing 
of fill the other otHcers, to go a fruiGng in the 
Red Sea j for, faid he, there can be no harm in 
ebbing thofe Mahometans } but, as for the poor 
£^aji;ards, continued he, they are good Chridians, 
md iit would, doubtlels, be a fin to injure them. - 
Upon this^ I ordered him under confinement ; 
find the f&im, after that, haying threatened, in a 
- Vol. II. ■ • S very 
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v6ry outrageous manner, to blow up the Ihip, T^ 
at his own requeft, difcharged him as foon as wc 
arrived, together with my chief mate, who had 
likewife been guilty of many and great miH*; 
irteanors. 

Onthei4thof ApriljWcmadethelfleofMay; 
abd, running along |hore, faw a wreck, which 
we were told was the Vanzittern Indiaman, Cap- 
tain Hide, who three weeks before had been caft 
away. I endeavoured to avail myfelf of this ac- 
cident, ta fupply the ncceflaries we ftood in need 
of i but could procure nothing but tWo or three 
Iheathing-boards. At this place I fold our prize 
for 150 dollars to the Governor i and filled all 
our water calks, and gave my Ihip a very good 
heel. Six of my people having deferted, 1 ap- 
plied in vain to the officer on fltorc to deliver 
them up to me ; but, threatening the Mafter of 
a Portuguele fiiip to make rcpnfals, he brought 
me off* two of them, which happened to be the 
bell. They fell on their knees, and a{ked par^ 
don, alTuring me the Commander on fbore had 
feduced them, his dclign being to fend tbe bark 
I fold him on the Vanzittcm's wreck, where he 
faid they might all make their fortunes ; fo I k^ 
the other four. 

Finding 1 could neither hear of the Succefe, 
nor get what might be ferviceable to us in this 
place, and having read in Frezier's voyage, ib« 
in the ifland of St. Catherine's, on the eoaft of 
Brafil, in latitude 27 d^. 30 min. S. every 
.thing might be had that we. fiood in need of, I 
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concluded it would be beft for mc to put in 
diere. 

April 20, we failed from the Ifle of May, 
having wrenched the drum-head of our cap- 
llanc m weighing anchor, which took us up the 
remainder of the day to repair. We were 55 
days in going to St. Catherine's, during which 
litde remarkable happened ; except thaton June 
the 5th we faw a (hip Itemming with us, and 
fpoke with her. I ordered the flve-oar'd boat 
to be faoifted out, and fenc Captain Hatley in 
her, to enquire after news, and gave him money 
to buy us tobacco. The Succefs, ambngft other 
things, had got our ftock of. tobacco, and had 
made what thefeamen call a weft-country famine 
on board of us. When Hatley returned, he 
told one (be was a Portuguefe from Rio Janeiro, 
and bound to Fernambuco. Inftead of tobacco, 
which he fatd the Ihip had none to difpofe of, 
he had laid out my money in china ware, fwcet- 
jncats, and the like ; and, upon my expreOing 
my diOatisfa£tion at his having fquandered away 
my money in fo filly a manner, his anfwer was, 
that he had laid out his own in the fame manner. 
My reply was, I did not like his proceedings. 

On Friday,' June 19, we made the iOand of 
St. Catherine's i and at ten the next morning 
anchored in ten fathom water, the ifland of Gall 
bearing £. N. E. diftant two leagues, and the 
caftermoft point of St. Catherine's E. and by S. 
diftanc four leagues. The Hrft thing I did, was 
\o fend the carpenter on Ihore, with all the 
S 2 people 
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people that could be ufeful to him in felling o? 
trees, and fawing them into plgnk, and to order 
the cooper and his crew to trim tde caflcs» an4 
fill them with water. Thofc who rcmaiiied to, 
board, I employed in different feryices. Mean 
■ while the inhabitants came off to us every -day 
with the produa of thf pl^ce, which we pur- 
chafed with fait. 

On July 2, we were alarmed^ at break of 
day, by the appearance of.i large (hip at anchor 
four or five miles below the place where we lay, 
1 fent an officer in the launch, well manned and 
armed, to fee what he could tnake of her, and 
put my Ihip into the bcft pofture of defence l 
could. About noon my launch returned, and 
brought word that this ftiip was the Ruby, for? 
merly an Engljfh man-of-war, and now one of 
M. Martinet's fquadron ; that Ihe came fr^m the 
South Seas, and was commanded by M. la Jon^ 
quiere ; that he, his officers, and Teamen, to the 
number of 420, were ail French; and tho* 
in the Spanilh fervl^e, they had not the leaft der 
lign to moleft us. My Lieutenant became thus 
punftually informed, by a diret^t breach of or- 
ders in going aboard, and his temerity might 
have coft: me very'dear ; for, had they been ene- 
mies, I fliould have loft 23 of my beft handsi 
but their return confirmed the truth of his ftoij : 
yet'it wasagreat misfortune, th^tl had not, t^ 
the beft of my knowledge, one man of expe- 
rience or capacity fufficient to enable h(m toper- 
^rm the common duty of ^n oificeir. 

The 
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The next daf, the Rub^ turned up towards 
VSj and the Captain lent one of bis lieutenants 
and a prieft, to affure me of his friend&ip, and 
' to defire I would dine with him, which I did, 
and met with a vciy handfbnte reception* with, 
offers of what monejr I would have upon mf 
bilk on LondoO) or in -general any thing elfe his 
Slip afibrded' He informed me. that the Spa- 
piarda in the South Seas had advice of our two 
fliips, and that they talked of fitting out foiqe 
inen of war to receive us. 

About this time there was a repent fpread, 
that Hatky had t^ken a bribe of the Mailer of 
the Portuguefe we ipet oti the 5th of June, 
or had robbed him of 80 or 100 moidwes, 
had given ten to his cockfwain, and fix to each 
of his boat's crew, not to divulge it. I charged 
him with what had been laid againft him 1 his 
snfwer was. He had done nothti^ he was afham- 
ed of, or chat he could notjuftifjr. AH I could 
do was to pToteQ; agaia& him, and I gave the 
iffOte^ to Captain Clippertoo in the South Seas. 

July 6, M. la Jonquiete, accompanied bf 
fnrcral of his officers and p^ngers, canie ta 
dine with me j hut in the midft of our enter- 
f^unment, my boatlwain took it into his head 
to create 9 difturbiince, bccaufc he had not been 
invited into the cabbin as a gueli. He firft af- 
jaulted Betagh the C^Main of marines, and thta 
Mr. Adams the fuii^n. This outrage, which 
was fopported by a party he had formed, heing, 
^ the help of mf officers and the French 
gentlemen. 
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gentlemen, pretty well quieted, M. la JonquiCTe 
declared, that, uf they perMed in their difobe-- 
dience, he would fee the ringleaders punifhed by. 
carrying them home in irons } and as they 
grew alittle quieter, lie expoftulated with them, 
and appealed to thcmfelvesi whether they did 
not think, it monftrous for people to behave 
thcmfel?es in fuch a manner. 

The next morning I was informed, that the 
authors of the difturbance were moft of them 
forry for what had happened the night before,, 
attributii^ the whole blame to the boatfwain, 
and the tSc& of too much liquor. I was glad 
to hear this, and therefore pafTed it all over with 
only threatening how I would manage them> 
i£ ever they were guilty of the like agata. I had 
lelblved to puniQi the boatfwain in the feyereft 
manper t but I was prevailed on not to do it, 
he, in very humble plight, alking my pardon» 
and begging I would not ufe any fevericy to- 
wards him. He faid it was drink that had made 
him mad, and withal defired I would give him 
Jkave to go home in the French {hip. This I 
willingly agreed to, he being a very odd fort of 
a fellow, and always incenGng the people againft 
the number of officers, whom he termed Blood- 
fuckers. 

July 15, we faw a great Gap plying into the 
harbouifs mouth i but when fiie difcovered us, ' 
Ihe made the belt of her way out again. This 
poflefied M. la Jonquiere with a notion of her 
being our coi)£?rt> and put him into 9, hutry t^ 
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begone. According!/, when night came on, 
be weighed, and went to fea the next morning, 
and at his departure fatuted -ine with &vc guna* 
Three Frenchmen, belonging to me, wentavajr 
with him } but I had two Frenchmen, and one 
Morphew, an Irifhman, in lieu of them. . 

During all this, our carpenter went on bat 
flowly in the woods -, and at laft, when we came 
to cafe the ftern all over with thick plank, we 
could find, to my great aftonilhment, no nails 
fit for that ufe. 1 was now told, that the firft 
carpenter, and his crew, had fold moft of the 
ftores before the Ibip came to Plymoath. which 
was before I commanded her. 

July 25, a targe (hip came in, called the Wife 
Solranon, of St. Malo's of 40 guns, and about 
160 men, commanded by M. Dumain Girard, 
and bound to the coafts of Chili and Peru to 
trade. She was the fame Ihip we faw coming ia 
before, and had fpoke with the Ruby at fea. 
This gentleman, I foon perceived, notwitbftand* 
ing a little forced civility at his firft arrival, was 
a defigning mercenary man, and full of all the 
conceit and vanity afcribed to his nation. 

Defiring him tofpare me fome nails, he readU 
ly anfwered he would ; but, at the fame time. 
gave me to underftand that he could not a.S6td 
them for lefs than 3 z dollars a hundred, which 
fum 1 was fain to give him ; I likewEfe bought 
of him 6ocheefes, and 300 weight of butter i 
£> that it happened well for me, that 1 had fbme 
:^ney from one of the Ruby's people. This 
done. 
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done, I BOW thought of making a cjukk d^ 
patch from this place, wh«o there came a kttcr 
irem mj Ihip's company Co me* with articles ao- 
nexed to it for the immediate divifion of prizes 
money, which they fald they were refolved to lo^ 
fift on, alledging that they knew by woefiil ex- 
perience how they were tHcd on board thcDukfi 
and Dutcfaefs, that they were nerer paid one 
tenth of their due, and that they had been well 
kiformed what a paymafter a certain gentleman 
would make, if ever their fortunes ihould fall 
into bis hands.' They were fo very importunate 
with me to comply with their articles, that both 
myfelf, and all my chief o&xxn^ thought it 
would be beft and moft advileable toSgn thei^ 
papers with them, rather than run die rifque ni 
their proceeding, when they Ihould get out to 
fta, to ads of piracy. As foon as they had gained 
fheir point, they eipreJlcd great fatisfa&ieai 
and promifed tO be always ready to hazaVd their 
lives in any undertaking I Ihould think coodu- 
cive to the ends we were fitted out fm. 

Auguil 3, there came in here the St. Francifco 
Xavier, a Fortuguefc manKif<war, of 40 guiu* 
and 300 men, from LiAnn, bound to Macao in 
China, commanded by Captain la Riviere, a 
Frenchman, I made no doubt but that Captain 
Hatley's afiiur would be repotted to this gentle* 
men, and, dierefore, I told Hatky^ that 1 ex* 
pefted he would go'aod vindicate hlmfelf to tide 
^ortuguefeCapCun, to prcrcnc any dtftuibaDcos 
tbat 
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that might arife on his account. To which he 
readily replied he would. 

Hatley, at his return, told me, the Captain 
feemed to be angry with him for thinking he 
could harbour any ill thought of a gentleman 
bound on a voyage, which, to his knowledge, 
could hardly fail of anfwcring the largeft expec^ 
tations. 

, Auguft 6, three of my men defcrted, and the 
-mate and his party Went up to the Fortuguefe 
'plantations in fearch of ihem. Itbeingalmoft mid- 
night, the inhabitants took the alarm, and plant- 
ed thcmfelves in ambufcade to deftroy them as 
they came back. No fooner had they returned 
into the boat, thap they heard them rufliing 
out of the woods, crying, " Kill the dogs, kill 
." all the Englith dogs." This outcry was in- 
ftantly followed by a volley of fmall arms, which 
wounded three of my men, two through the 
thigh, and another through the arm. 

I fent a letter of complaint, by Hatley, to the 
Captain of the Portugucfc man-of-war in the 
barbour : but Hatley, at his entrance into the 
Ihip, was furioudy aflaulted by Emanuel Manfa 
(the Captain of the ifland), crying out, This was 
the man who had committed fo many tnfolencies 
towards them, and thatthis was he who had burnt 
one of their houfcs, and had made it a common 
practice to abufeand affront him with the op- 
probrious name of cuckold.. Upon this excla- 
mation, the fhip's company fided with Manfa, 
and fell upon Hatley, and would certainly have 
ufcd both him and his boat's crew very fevcrely. 

Vol. II. T had 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



J38 Captain SHELVOCK's VOYAGE 

had nof the Captain and his officers, with mudk 
difficulty, prevented it ; for the Portuguefe fea- 
mcD were exafperated to that degree, that it is 
more than likely they would have murdered hini» 
had they not been timely hindered. 

The Captain, in his aofwer to my letter, est- 
prelTed his fprrow for what had happened, faid 
the people were without law, and that ic was out of 
his power to punilh them j that they were wild 
and lurked in the woods ; and chat io feeking 
revenge, it would only expofe my men to 
bu^hery. He aikcd my pardon for the ill ufage 
my officer had met with on board his Ibip i but 
withal gave me to undcrftand, there could be 
no greater provocation to the people of that na- 
tion, than that which Hatley was accufed of by 
Manfa. That his Ibip's company had got -Hat- 
ley amongft them before he knew any thing of 
the matter, and that he was obliged to call 
his prieft to his afliftance, before he could gtt 
h:m out of their hands, and in a very band* 
fomc manner touched upon Hatley's ftory, I 
made no long ftay after thb difader, but took' 
our departure from the northernmoft point of 
St. Catherine's on the 9th of Auguft^ and od 
the 19th, Mr. La Fort, my third Lieutenant 
broke his leg. 

From the time wc left St. Catherine's, till 
now, we had for the moft part Equally weather. 
As we advanced to the fouthward, my people's 
ftomachs increafed with the 0iarpnefs of the air 
to that degree, that the allowance which the go- 
vernment gives in the navy was not fufficient ty 
fatisf; 
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&tisfy their hunger. Some of my officers, in 
particolar Mr. Becagh, my Captain of marioes, 
whohad been formerly a purfer of a man-of-war, 
and a man whom I had a great regard for. was 
die champion for an addition of allowance at my 
able i for he told me he had orders from the 
adventurers to eat with me ; and what was my 
table, if I did not eat better than the cook ? He 
did not itop here, but urged by his intemperance* 
and finding me unwilling to iquander away our 
provifions, without knowing when or where we 
might get any more, he at length had the inib- 
ioice to tell me publicly, that the voyage 
Ibould be Ibort with me, which he often repeat* 
ed. I fhould have had reafon to fear it, had he 
been capable of commanding 1 but, for his pu- 
nilhment, I excluded him both from my mels 
and the great cabbin. Upon this, Gnding 1 was 
in eameft with him. and fearing fome heavier pu- 
nilhment, he fentme a letter, alking my pardon 
ior what he had done -, upcui which I again re- 
Aorcd him in a haodfomer manner than he after- 
wards deferved, as will appear J>y the fequel. 

Between St. Catherine's and the river <^ Plate, 
the whales, grampu6es, and other fifl) of mon- 
'ftrous bulk, are in fu'ch numbers, that I cannot 
^why atrade for blubber might not be carried 
on here. I may venture to affirm, it is a &fer 
navigsuion than that carried on to the northward, 
and I am apt to believe here is a greater certainty 
ctf fuccefs in making op a cargo. 

Sept ig, about midnight I perceived the wa- 

(dT to be difcoloured all at once, and upon heav- 

T 2 ing 
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ing the fead, we found ourlclves in 26 fathom 
water; this done, I iVood off. again to fica, but 
we did not deepen our water in the running of 
five leagues. This feems to be a bank very, neap 
the entrance of the ftraitsof Magellan. I had 
a fine opportunity of going through thefe (traits : 
but Captain Cltpperton in his plan pretended, 
out of the abundance of his judgment and ezpct 
rience, that the ftraits of Le Mair would be the 
beft navigation for us, though he hlmfelf pafled. 
through the ftraits of Magellan. From this I 
might have conjectured, chat he, who never was 
, fond of having aconfort with him» defigned to' 
make ufe <^ this as a likely expedient to fepa.- 
rate himfelf ; for he was a man that would do 
any thing, though ever fo diOioiieft or inhuman t 
•^[^areflei£lion,however,that carries more of ma* 
lice than of truth on the face of it.] 

Seph-.'i3, .the fog clearing up, we had a full, 
but melancholy profpe^, of the moA defolate 
country that can be omceived, fceming no other- 
than continued ridges and chains of mountains, 
one within another, perpetually buried in fiiow. 
Towards noon we were becalmed within three 
leaguers of the mountains called the Three Bro^ 
thers, fo named from their equal height, near 
refemblance, and proximity to one another. Till 
now, wehad not bcenfenfible of any helpsor hin- 
drances by currents v but this afternoon we were 
hurried with incredible rapidity into the ftraits, 
andjull as we had gained fomewhat morcNhan 
the niidVpaQage, the nartbern tide came rulbing 
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upon us with a violence equal to that of the tide 
which had brought us in, aodi to our great afto- 
cilbmciit, drove us out of the ftraits again at a 
great and extraordinary rate, nocwithltanding wc 
had a frefli and fair gale with us at N. W. Upoa 
the (bifcing of this tide to windward, there arofo 
fucb a fhort, and, while it lafted, fo hollow a fea> 
and lb lofty withal, that we alternately dipped our 
bowfprit end, and poop laothorns, into the wa- 
ter. Our Ihip laboured in the molt alarming 
manner, and becaaie infeniible of the guidance 
of her helm t but at midnight fh? tide Ihifted, 
aod we put through theftra^withou^.lceingthe 
lan4 on either fide, and in the meaning had 9 
very good, offing to the fouthward., Weha4 
found, it very cold before we came this length, 
but now we began to feel the extreme of it. Xb« 
bleak wcftcrly winds of themfeiyes wo^Jd havp 
be^ fuSciently piercing, butthey were always 
attended with driti« either of fnowor flret; which^ 
continually beating on our fails and. rigging* 
Cafed the mafts and every rope with ice, fo thaf 
there was no handling them. It was common 
with us to be two or three days together lying 
to under bare poles, expofed all the while to the 
aflaults of prodigious feas, much larger than ani* 
1 had ever obferved before. The winds rcigijh 
ing thus tenipetiuouQy, without intermifiioii, io 
(he weftern board, we had ftretched away into 
lat. 61 deg.-3o min.:S. where we were in cpi}- 
^puaf (Iread of falling foul of iflandi of uXt and 
whw9 
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Where wefound the variation to be 22 deg. 6 min.'' 
to the north-eaftward. 

Oftobcr I, as we were ftirling the main-fail, 
one William Camell cried out, that his hands 
verefo benumbed, he could not hold himfelf} 
but before thofe who were next to him could lay 
hohi of him, he fell into the fea, and the fiitp 
inaking frelh way, and the fea running high, we 
loft fight of him before we could bring to. In- 
deed, one would imagine it impoflible that any 
thing could live info rigid a climate; and, truly, 
we fow neither BEh nor bird, except one folii 
tary albitrofs, which accompanied us for fevc> 
ral days, and hovered aboat us, till Hatley con- 
cluding, in a gloomy fit, that the company of 
this melancholy bird brought us ill luck, refolv- 
cd to deftroy him, in hopes we might then Kave 
■better weather. 

- OAober 22, at eight at night, we carried 
away otir fore-top-maft, and rigged another next 
tnoroing. We crept by very flow degrees, after 
we had ventured to tack and ftand to the north- 
ward, in hopes to weather our way into the Great 
South Seas ; and indeed it may be averred, that 
from the time we pafied the ftratts of I>e M^n 
till we had the 6rft fight of the coaft of Chili, 
we had been continually diftrefied by Che winds, 
'and difcouraged by bad weather. 

- Nov. 14, we faw the coaft of Chili, diftant lO 
leagues, lat. by obfervation 47 d^. 28 min. St 

Being now arrived on the confines of Ac Spa- 

' luOi fettlcments, we found ourfetves under an 

abfoluo) 
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abfblute neceOity of contriving fome means by 
which we might recruit our wood and water. We 
had but feven huts of water remaining and a 
much lefs proportion of wood. I thought it 
would be beft ^r us to go firflt to Narborough'a 
iOand, and accordingly direfied our courfe to 
that place. 

Nov. 21, at feven in the morning, we had 
foundings in 28 fathom water, of fine grey and 
black fand. But here we found a wild road, 
which could not be deemed fafe for us — [Here 
Capt. Shelvock laments it as a great misfortune, . 
that he could not reach Juan Fernandez, in la> 
tltude 33 deg. 30 min. S. without flopping ; 
tho' at the fame time it is plain, that he lofl: 
more time in fearching for a nearer place of re- 
frelhment, than the dire£t pafTage to that iQand 
would have taken him up. But the imputation 
he would throw upon Clippcrton is ajiplicable 
only to himfelf : he never intended to a& under 
him i and all his excufes are mere (hifts.] 

Surrounded with doubts and apprehenGons,- 
iays he, left we fhould be obliged to advance to6 
far on tbefe coafts, without a competent flock of 
provifions, one Jofeph dela Fontaine, a French- 
man, afTured me, that, if I would go to the i (land 
of Chiloe, which was at that time a little to the 
northward of us, there was no place for our pur* 
pofe like it in all the South Seas ; thu the towns 
of Chacao and Calibuco, the firil on the ifland 
itfclf, and the fecond on the continent, were rich 
places } 
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places; that the former was the uCual place o^ 
relidcnce of the Governor, and that at the latter 
there was a wealthy college of Jefults i and that 
there were conliderable magazines kept up, 
Which were always well ftocked with provifiona 
of all kinds. 

On thefe conGderations I formed a refolution 
of going to Chiloe ; and oo the goch of Novem- 
ber we entered the channel, with an intent to 
furprize and attack the towns of Chacao and Ca- 
libuco : but, immediately after we had come to* 
the windward tide made out with prodigious ra' 
pidity, which inltantly caufcd a great fea ; and 
the wind increaCng at the fame time, the chan- 
nel all about us appeared like one continued 
breach. In the midft of this our Ihip laid a great 
ftrain upon her eable, which unfortunately paru 
'cd, and we loft our anchor. We pafled by two 
commodious bays } and, at length, we rounded 
a point of land out of the tide's way, where we 
■were commodioufly (hekered from all inconvenf- . 
cnces I and, the next morning, I fent my fecond 
Lieutenant to make a difcovery of the towos of 
Chacao and Calibuco, and, at the fame tim^ 
Captain Hatley, to find out a watering-place for 
us. He fooa returned again, and brought with 
iiim an Indian, who gave us hopes of a fufficienc 
fupply of all we wanted, but afterwards came in 
the evening to tell us, the country was forbidden 
to fupply us with any thing. The Lieutenant nttf 
being yet returned, this information made me 
apprehend 
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apprehend che enemy had taken him, and by 
that means had learned who we were. 

December 3, there came to us a Spanifli offi- 
cer, in a piragua rowed by eight Indians, who 
was fcnt by the Governor to be informed 
who we were. As loon as we had a fighl of 
the piragua, I hoifted French colours, and, 
when the Spaniard came on board, 1 told "him^ 
we were a Viomeward-bound French fliip, called 
the St. Rofe, and that my name was le Janis la 
Breton. Under this notion he ftaid with us all 
night, and next morning departed, not fcemJng 
to fufpedt us. I wrote to the Governor by this 
gentleman, Iignifying that 1 wanted a lupply of 
brovifions to cany me back to France, dciiring 
him to aflift me in what he could ; and received 
for anfwer a complaint againft the violences of 
our men, in killing their Ihcep, and driving away 
their cattle, by which I knew that they had feen 
my Lieutenant. But I was in defpair of ever 
feeing him, or the people who were with him, 
any more. 1- therefore fent. a meflage to the 
Governor, that provifions I wanted, and prori- 
fions I mull have, and that very fpeedily ; and 
that tfl the forces of Chacao, Calibuco, CareU 
mapo, or Caftro, ^Ibould not frighten or deter 
me from fupplying myfelf. Soon after, there 
came a piragua with a mcirage, fignifying, that 
If I would fend an officer to Chacao, he would 
treat with me. But 1 gave him for anfwer, that 
I would treat no where but on board my owii 
Jbip 1 and farther, that it was now too late, fmce 

You II. U Ihad 
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I had already difpfttched So men 61 take 4U they 
could find. 

Soon after the pinnace arrived, which I ha4 
fo long given over fot loft, vfith sU her (:rew \, 
but they were fo terrified, that I had no hope^ 
of their being fit for fervice in any reafonabk: 
lime- The officer had no cxcufe for pot return- 
ing as foon as he had got a fight of the town, 
but that the tide hurried him away at unawares^ 
and that in the fright be had forgot he had a 
grapUn in the boat to come to with, till the tide 
had (hifted. I faid but little to him ■, and only 
made the officer fenfible of his mifmanagement) 
which had been the ruin of the advantageous 
views 1 tnight have had, in taking either Chacao 
or Calibuco. 

December 16, we had now our decks full of 
live cattle, fuch as European Qieep, hogs, gua- 
nlcoes, poultry in abundance, and hams, &c, 
as atfo a good quantity of wheat, barley, pota< 
toes, maize, or Indian cora-, and, in (hort, ) com> 
puted that 1 had added four months provifion^ 
to what remained of our Englilh ftock, and tha( 
without the lead hindrance or (poleftatioi^ron^ 
the enemy. 

December 17, we began to unmoor, and at 
noonwe weighed, and failed out with the wind 
at W. S. W. The night before we departed, 
one of our men made his cfcape into the woods. 
It was beyond all difpute that this fellow would 
give a full account o{ lis. This, added to the 
))} condudt of my Lieutenant, together with the 
contrary 
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fcQntrary execution of all my orders, by thafe 
ijfficfcrs whom 1 had hitherto cntrufted in affairs 
of importance, made me defpair of ever having 
any thing done to the purpafcj and on this oc- 
fcaQon, I toilld'not forbear rcflefting on the mif- 
tnanagetnent of fomc gentlemen in England, who 
blindly rhade Ufc of their iniereft to prefer per- 
fons to pofta for which they were utterly unBt. 

I failed from Chilbe with a defign to go 
ftraight to the ifland of Juan Fernandez, but 
was prevented by my people, who were poffeffed 
with notions of valt advantages to be made 
by going to th<f port of Conception. It was our 
ii'retichmari, who had been fo ihftrumental in our 
Chiloeniaii attempt. Who was the caufe of this. 
"Finding his accounts hitherto tolerably juft, they 
bnce liiore liftencd to him 1 and every one of mjr 
Ihip's compaily, who could fay any thing at this 
junftui*, did not fill to fpeak his mind fome- 
what infolently j particularly Williitri Morphew, 
bne of the men 1 had outof the Ruby, and who 
had been in thefc fcas feveral years, took upon 
him to tell me, that it could not fignify much 
Whether we arrived two or thrCe days fooner or 
later at Juan Ferhande2 ; that I was a ftranger 
here, but that the Frenchman and himfclf were 
fo well acquainted with thefe feas, that every 
body hoped I would be advifcd and go to Con* 
ceptioh, and not put a mete punctilio to orders 
in the balante againft a certainty of fUccefs, if 
we were fo happy ds to arrive at that port in 
time. Confidering now how cafily they might be 
U 1 brought 
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brought to throw off command, and how little 
I Ihould be able to help myfclf, alone, as I 
might be faid lo be, if they came to that ex- 
tremity, I complied with tfiem, and refolved 
ID fpcnd two or three days in going to Concep- 
tion t and, on December the 23d, we came 
abreaft of the Teats of Bio Bio, and in the even- 
ing arrived in the bay, from whence 1 ordered 
the boats, well-manned and armed, to go up in 
the night to furprize iVhat (hips or vcQels might 
be in the harbour, and to make what ohfervtftion* 
they could concerning the place. 

About noon. Captain Hatlcy returned in the 
pinnace, and informed me he had taken the So- 
lidad d'Anday, of 150 tons, the only Qilp in the 
road or port, lately come from Baldivia, laden 
with timber; had no body onboard except the 
boailwain, an old negroe, and two Indian boys. 
He took alfo a fmall vefTel of about 25 toii», 
near the ifland of Quiriquinc, which belonged 
to a pried who had been gathering fruits, and 
was now made a prifoner in her, together with 
four or five Indians. This veffel we found verf 
ufeful, and called her the Mercury, being well 
built, and ready upon all occafions to look into 
port. There was another fmall veffel tliat pafled 
within piftol-Ihot, butCapt. Hatley never once 
offered to follow her, or bring her to. Hktley, 
truly, faid, he did not mind her, though hts 
boat's crew all agreed flie was full of inen. Thii 
veffel was bringing advice of us frbm'Chiloe. 1 
dTd 
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did n6t fail to reprimand him for t^is, but to 
What effea I 

Dfec. 26, tKeprieft bdhg very folicitous td 
ranforn his baik, he lef^ my (hip in the looming. 
Aiid, i'nVny pinnace rowed bylndians, went aOiorc 
ID ge't moAey for that piirpole. At iioon, Mr. 
Brooks, lirll Lleotenanr, brought down the lliip 
we bad taken, and anchored her about halTa mile 
fliort of us. The boalTwaih of Tier had hot been 
oh board above two hdurs before he gave mc ih- 
formatibh oT a vtflTel laden with wirfe, brandy, 
and other valuablfethmgs.'bound to the ifland of 
Chiloe, lying at anchor in the bay oFHerradflra, 
about tXvo leagues io "tKe northward 'o£ us.. Thi- 
ther i ordered Mr. RanJalf, our ietoh'd rX-jeii- 
ttnaiit, with the boat(wam 'of the Sblidad, "arid 
25 men, to go t withpoRtiVe ord'crs not to leta 
5f6dt on Ihot^, 6r niake any hazar'3oiis.,artemp*t 
whatever. ' But tlie next cvehtrig they returned 
with atiiimal iftfiry, ^at'tlieyweiii into the bay, 
and Bhdihg the veffel liauled dry 'oh Tliofc,' the 
officfer drdered his pe6^fe tb hhd, art'd Wihg'dr- 
way w^atthi^ c'ouSddut ^f fter i Wit^ftilr (?»- 
reer Was Ibon ftopprid^. fat xticf Wh6 ifctjnfet 
got opon the bank, 'than thiy dffi^tfv^^&d thfe 
■tntftttjfdhihgbiitfiWidafly "ipda rtitmf '^ty 
ttH cTcapcd excciA flvfe, lArha Werb iV^talt^ ik 
flioM Wiifcr, and tHe| 'afl ^rirtd t^aV'i?hbte'ff*fc 
were cat to ^ieCcs. "The '^paniai'ds 'catiife'dbwi 
0(100 therii, prccedidbj' 20 br gbfcbtfes k^fsHX^ 
lirtfcedfoicach othtki "Phefe W&c t^odMpli 
Aen-eatrie theenemy, inijtfntedi ind^^^g iiptiii 
■ '■ ' liwir 
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their horfes necks,driving the others before then!* 
They were not once feen to Ht upright in theii^ 
faddles, except when there was no danger, or td 
£re their muf()uet3. This new addition to oi^r 
misfortunes quite difpirited the greatcft part of 
rny fliip*s company. Nothing was now heard 
but murmuring, and datnning the South Seas, 
and declaring that, if this was making their for- 
tune, they had better, have (laid at home and 
begged about the ftreets i but jull as t was ex- 
poftulating with Mr. Randall, who conducted 
this unfortunate undertalung, I was agreeably 
furprized with the Gght of fL large ihip, which 
«e faw coming about the noithernmoft point oi 
the iflatid of Quiiiquine. It was almoft dark, 
and the could not pen^ve what v/c Acre, fd 
that (he ftood towards us without fea^. As food 
as the approached near enough, I hailed her, td 
which ihe returned no anfwer, atid I fired into 
her. Thb was no fooner done, than (he came 
to, and called for quarter. She was called the 
St. Fermb, came ^m Callao, burthen about 
300 tons, and laden with fugar, melafles, rice, 
.ooarfe French linneo, and Tome cloths of Quit(^ 
togethn' with a fmall quantity of chocolate, and 
about 5 or €000 dollars to money and wrought 
plate. 1 fent Mr. Hendry (the agent for prizes) 
to infpeS: her lading, and to oi^er every thing 
he could find valuable out of her, and the (hip's 
company lent their agent likewife. In the after- 
noon they returned, and brought all the bales, 
boxes, cheib, portmanteaus^ &c that were in 
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her; and alfo all the rice, with a Urge quanticf - 
of fugar, nielaflcs, and chocolate, and about 
7000 weight of good rulk, with all her catableSi 
9nd ftores. 

Don Francifco Larrayn, her Captain, defired 
to ranfom'his (bipi to which I willingly confent* 
^d, andfuSirred him to go in his own launch to 
raife moqey for that purpofe. 

Dec. 30, there came a boat with an officer 
and a flag of truce, who brought word, thac 
(hree only of our people in the fkirmilh at Har- 
radura were killed, the other two wounded,- and 
in a fair way of recovery, and that the boat had 
brought advice of us, as 1 fufpefted, from that 
jfland. The officer brought me feven jars of 
very gpod wine^ a prefent from the Governor, 
9nd a letter full of civility, but written with a 
great deal of craft. He defired to fee my com- 
miOion, and then he would treat with me ac- 
cording tq the laws of arms. 

January I, Captain Betagh went to Concept 
tton with a copy of my commifTion, the declara* 
(ion of war, &p. and foon after he returned with a 
Flemifli jefuit, a Spanilh lawyer, and an Englith- 
manand a Scotchman. The jefuit alTured me 
he was only come to pay hjs refpefts to me, and 
to do his utmofl: to promote the affair of the 
r'anfom, and bring it to an immediate concluGonj 
Therefore the Srft thing I did, was to fliew my 
fommifljon to the Englilhman, who read it in 
Spanifli. The jefuit then told me, that the Cap- 
^\ps of the St. Fef min aiid Solidiad had ^^' 
folvcd 
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iiflve^ to give me 12,000 dollars for the ranfotn 
of bptb the (bips, and the Mercury included, 
inftcad of I 6qoo dollars which I had infifted 
on for the St. Fermin only. To this I pofiiively 
^ofwered, that all their perfuafiooS) artifices, and 
pretences, ihould never m^ke me agree witf> 
^hem. We had taken in the St. Fermin, ten 
large filver candlefttcks, each of them weighing 
^bove twenty five pounds fterling* The holy- 
father, in 3 fuppHant manner, reprefentcd to me. 
that tfiey were a legacy to his convent, and hop- 
ed I }vould.make no difpiitc of fo noble a charity 
fs it would be to put them into the poSefTtoa 
of thofcfor whom they were defigned, I offer- 
ed to let him have them for their weight in dol- 
lars, which, confidering the great price they 
pay in thofe parts for the faOilon of wrought 
plate, was a very advantageous offer. But he 
faid they never bought any thing for facred ufes s 
and that, as the workmen put a great deal of al- 
lay into plate, it would be difficult to determine 
the different values of the dollars and the candle- 
Hicks; fo, after a, deal of needlefs difputc and 
entreaties, both about this, and the ranfom of 
the fhips, the jefuit and the reft affirming that 
the Captains of the St. Fermin, &c. were not able 
(0 raife above 12,000 dollars, there was nothing 
done, 

' Two days paffing without news from the Go- 
vernor, I began to be certainly convinced they 
Jiadfomethingclfe in view more than the accom- 
piod^tioa of the ranfoins ^ but 00 January the 
■ 4th, 
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4th, my two wounded men came on board, and 
with them brought a letter^ importing, that, as 
he had now fent back the prifoners, he hoped 
no difficulty would remain to prevent my fend- 
ing on fliore all the priibners belonging to him. 
January 6, the, morning paHed away without 
any news from the town. I now began to m^kd 
preparations for failing, and in thofe preparations 
fpeni the ^i-eatcft part of the day. There Ixing. 
no appearance of any boat coming off to us^ 
I ordered the St. Fermin co be Teton fire. Her 
a>tCDti fails being knfed, made a prodigious 
Maze. I had already fet fire to the Solidad, tor 
quicken their motions) and.liciw, having con- 
cluded the treaty, 1 immedialtely got under fail^ 
much chagrined at the lofs of fo many days 
without reaping any advantage. I was afterwards 
' informed, that^ if they had thought I would 
have deftroyed the St. Fermin^ they would have! 
^en even zo or 30,000 debars to hate faved 
her } for file was One of the beft Jailers and thd 
beft fitted out fliip of any a)f the Peruvian traders* 
I BOW directed oar eourfe to the illand of JuaiV 
FeraaiKlei, taking the Mereufy with us. 

January 8, the fea was all day perfedty red^ 
appearing as if vaft quantities of blood had been 
thrown intQ iCj and curdled by the water. This^ 
the Spaniards fayt is oecaGoncd by the fpawn o( 
prawns, which mu[t certainly be a miiiake. In 
our paflitge, the plunder was fold before the ma^ 
by the Ihip's company's agent, at very extrava- 
V01..U. X gaofi 
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ganc prices. At the fame time the account of 
every thing being taken, and the value of the 
fiiares calculated, the ftiip's company delired me 
to let them have their dividend^ according to 
' the articles at St. Catherine's, which requeft I 
could not withftand. The prize>money and 
plunder amounting to ten pieces of eight per 
fhare, was thereupon diftributed ; and all the 
bales of coarfe cloth, bays, linnen, ribbons, lace, 
fjlk, and feveral other forts of merc?ry wares, 
were equally divided, half to the owners, and 
half CO the Ihip's company. 

Jan. II, at fix in the morning, we faw the 
iidand of Juan Fernandez, and from that day till 
the 15th I kept ftanding off and on the Ihore 
for my boats, whu:h were a fifliing, who not 
having hicherto difcovered any marks whereby 
we might conclude that Clipperton had been 
here, I thought it proper to render my coming 
hither ferviceable in fome refpcft, and therefore 
feHt the Mercury on ftiore to ftop her leaks, 
while the boats continued catching fi(h, of which 
we falted as much as filled five puncheons. At 
Ipngth, going on fhore to make a nicer fearch, 
fpme of my men accidentally faw the word 
Magee, which was the name of Clipperton'a 
furgeon, and Capt. John cut out under it up- 
on a tree, but no diredions left, as was agreed 
OQ. by him in his inftrudions to me. His actions 
being thus groQy repugnant to his inftruftions, 
it was evident he never meant I Ibould keep him 
company, or ever join with him again, — [Thii 
reflcdion 
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reflexion may with great jufticc be retorted oq 
■ the writer himfelf, and can in no Ihape affcft 
Clipperion who followed his inftruftions in the 
mult fcrupulous manner.} — However, being by 
this confirmed in the certainty of Clippcrton's 
arrival, I direftly made the bcft of my way, and 
failed to the northward. 

Jan. 21, having a defign to look into Copiapo 
as 1 went along fhore, I fent Mr. Dodd, fecond 
Lieutenant of Marines, with eight men, as a rein- 
forcement to the Mercury's crew, and the next 
evening they left us ftcering in for the land, 
whilft I kept a proper' offing, to prevent our 
being difcovered. The next day the officer re- 
turned and told me, he had looked into the port, 
but could fee no Ihipping there, upon which I 
made him feoGble of his error, and fent him to 
the right place, which was about [iz leagues, to 
the northward of us, and ordered him to be 
ready to lopk into Caldera by day-light the next- 
morning. They did fo, and law nothing i but,, 
indead of. making ufe of the land wind to come 
off to me, they kept along Ihorc, till the fea 
breeze came on, and could not comre to me till, 
the morning after, by which means they hinder* 
cd me almoft a whole day and night's failing; 
and in this vexatious manner were my orders al- 
ways executed ! 

Feb. 5th, I difpatched .Mr. Brooks a-head to 

difcover if there were any Ihipping at Arica, and 

next day, I had a fight of the head-land of A- 

rica, and the ifland of Guano, with a Ihip at an- 

X 2 cbor 
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chor on the oortbern 0de of it, and faw tho 
Mercury (landing out of the bay, by which f 

Judged die Ihip was too warm for her, and therc- 

- fore made all poflibte hallc to get up to her with 
Dur ihip. When I came into thft port, I found 
her already taken, and that the Mercury only 
went accidentally adrift. This prize was called 
the Rofjuio, of about lootons, laden with cW'r 
inoraQts dung, which the Spaniards call guana, 
and is brought from (he iQand of Iquique, for 
the culture of the agi, or cod-pepper, in thv 
T^e of Arica, There was no white face in hef 
but the pilot, whom I fent to fee if her owner 
voUld ranfom her. At feren o'clock in the mom-r 
ing I received a letter from the owner, exprcf- 
fing his poverty, and declaring his rcadlaefs tq 
totapij to the utmoft of his power : and the ho- 
peft man was as good as his word. 

I agreed upon rcftoring to him his Qiip, and 
fix negroes, Air 1500 pieces of eight -. and ho 
VuibpunSual and expeditious, that at 10 tho 
next night he brought the fum agreed on, Sooa 
9fter the receipt of this, w? tocdc a vcfiel of about 
10 tons, as flie was coming into the road, with 4 
frargo of dried fifh and guana, within a mile of 
(he town. The mafter of this bark likewife came 

' off upon a balfe, which is an odd fort of an cm> 
barkation, made of two large feal-fkins fep^atc- 
ly blown up like bladders, and then made faft 
and joined together by a frame of wood. Oa 
this he brought off two jars of brandy, and 4g 

..pieces of ?ight, for his ranfi)m, which, tonfirfer-r 
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ing his mean appearjincc, was as much as I could 
Tiave expefted. One part of his freight was va- 
JuabtC} which was his dried filh. 

Feb. 9, 1720, I failed from Atica, apd as I 
went out, the inhabitants placed themfetves 
round the bay, and made a very good hedge 
fire after me for about half an hour. I judged 
there could not be kfs than 5 or 600 of them. 
1 aii4}«l my courfe for the road of Hilo, which 
we bad a fight of the nen day a^ three in the 
^ccrnooq, where we faw one Urg]e£bip and three 
fbiall ones at anchor. The great fiiip imme- 
diately hoifted French colourr, and in the tai 
proved to be the Sage Solomon, of 40 guns, co^i- 
piajided by MonC Dumain, whom I had left at 
St. Catherine's, and who was now refolved to pro^ 
• tcft the veflels that were with him, aiwi obftru£t 
my coming in. t*it firlt thought of (hewing my 
icfentment, but, upon fecond thoughts, I clap- 
ped die helm a-weather, and flood out to (ea. 

Feb. 19, in the moratng, the (hip's company 
had their moiety of die money taken at Arici^ 
divtdcd amoDgft. chem, according 10 chnr mint* 
\}tr^ (bares. 

Feb. 22, 1 came a-bireafti of Callao* the port 
&tt Lima, which is the metrqralis q£ Peru j but 
there bciog no great profpe^ o£ performing 
much here In our prel^ fituatifHi, I bad noihiog 
to do but to flip away from hence in the oigbtB 
by the help of a ^rourable breeze. 

Feb. 26, the officers in the Mercury deHred 
to be refifnd> aod it being C^pu Hatley's turn 

to 
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to go in her, he propofed to me that he might 
continue along fliore, till we had got the length 
of Lobos, an illand in about feven degrees of 
fouth latitude. I could not but approve of this, 
confidcring the probability there was of his 
meeting with the Panama {hips ; and every body 
being well pleafed, I added to ihei^ complement 
of men, and gave them a month's provifions, and 
mounted two of our quarter-declc guns on the 
Mercury, and lent Captain Hatley my pinnace. 
As -fooo as every thing was ready for their de- 
parture. Captain 'Bctagh, whofe duty and turn it 
■was to refieve the marine officer in the Mercury, 
being unwilling to go on this party, addrefled 
himfelf to the people, and with a fearful counte- 
nance told them, that he, andfthe reft who were 
to go with him, wpce fent for a facrifice, with 
many other exprenions tendtng,to create a gene- 
ral mutiny. .1 now imagined no lefs than that he 
was about to a£t what he had threatened wheri 
he told me, it Ihould be a fliort voyage with me ; 
and, therefore, I addreflbd myfetf -to the fliip's 
company, detired to know who amongft them 
were of Betagh*3 opinion f Theiranfwer was with 
one voice. None. This done,' I ordered the . 
Mercury alongfide, and Hatley and Betagh went 
on board of her ; and, putting o£F from us, gave 
three cheers,' and ftood right in for the land, in 
the latitude by obfervaiion of lO deg, 9 rain S. 
The very next day they took a fmall bark la- 
den with rice, chocolate, wheat, fiour, and the 
like^ 
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like. The day . following they took another. 
On the fourth day of their abfence they be- 
came matlers of a Qiip of near 200 tons, worth 
150,000 pieces of eight. FluQied with this fuc- 
ceis, it feems Betagh prevailed on Hatley, and 
the greateft part of the people with them, to lay 
Hold of this opportunity and go to India: but 
they no fooner clapped their helm a-weathcr, 
than they faw a fail Handing towards them, 
which, in Ihort, proved to be aSpanJlh man-of- 
war, who' caught them,' and put an end to their 
Indhn voyage. ' The Englilh were treated very 
indifierently i but Betagh. it feems, who was of 
their religion, and of a nation which the Spa* 
niards affe^ to be fond of, was made an ofEcer, 
and ufed very refpedfully. This he certainly 
deferved at their hands ; for he gave, them an 
account of the whole fchenie of our voyage i 
and not only informed them of what we had 
done, but alfo of what I defigned to do ; fo that 
they did not doubt but I myfelf Ihoutd be in 
their hands very fpecdily. 
* Feb. 29, at fix in the morning, we faw a fail 
at anchor in the road of Guanchaco i at eleven 
we came up, and anchored along fide of her. 
There was no body on board of her but two 
Indiamen and a boy. They informed us, there 
was a rich Ihip in the cove of Payta. 

March 21, at three in the afternoon, we faw 

the Pena Oradado, or the Holt in the Reek j and 

in an hour afterwards, we entered the cove of 

Fayta with French colours flying. There we 

found 
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fbund only a fmall ihip it anchor with htv fore^ 
maft oat, and her inain-top>nia(t unrigged $ but 
the taking of this town being confidered in the 
fcheme of our voyage as a matter of great itn« 
porrancct i confulted with my officers concern- 
ing the propereft methods of going about ic 
At two of the clock the next morning 1 landed 
•with 46 men, leaving Mr. Coldfea the maftcr, 
and fbrme others, to bring the Ihip nearer in, that 
wc might the more expeditioufly embark the 
plunder we might get. Being now on fliore, I 
marched up to the great church without meet- 
ing any oppolition ; and indeed I found the cowii 
entirely deferted by the inhabitants. At day- 
light we faw what feemcd great bodies of meii 
cMi the htUs, on each Cde of us, who* I expe£tcd« 
when they had viewed our fireogth, would have 
paid us a vifit i but I found, that as we marched 
up towards them, we drove them before us. 
The remainder of the day was fpcnt in Slipping 
off wh^ plunder we had got, which conlifted of 
hogs, fowls, brown and white calavances, beans* 
Indian corn, wheat, flour, fugar, and as much 
cocoa-nut as we were able to ftow away, with 
pans, and other conveniences for preparing it ^ 
fo that we were fupplied with breakfaft-mcat for 
the whole voyage, and full of provi&OBs of one 
kind or other. In the afternoon there came to 
us a meffenger, to know what I would take for. 
the ranfom of the town and ihip i to which I 
anfwered, I would have xo,ooo pieces of eighty 
Kid thofe to bepaid in twenty-four hours, if they 
intended 
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intended to fave the town. Or fliip cither. But 
the Governor gave me to undet-Hand in plaid 
terms, that he neither could nor would ranfom 
the town, and did not care what 1 did with it* 
fo that I fpared the churches. Having received 
this negative anfwer, and got everjr thing fer- 
vkeable out of the town, I inftantJy ordered it 
to be iet on Bre^ and the houfes, being ex- 
tremely drjr, confumed away a^pace. But no 
fooner was Payta in a blaze than thofe On board 
made lignala for me to come off, and kept in- 
ceflantly Bring towards the mouth of the har> 
hour. Upon which 1 ordered all hands off, and 
went Brtl on board myfelf in a canoe, with three 
men only ; but, before I had got half way, fav^ 
a large Ihip lying with her fore-top lail diacki 
and with a Spanifh flag flying at her fore-top- 
maft-head; At thi^ profpc£t two of my thre<i 
people were ready to flak i and when I looked 
back on the town, 1 could not forbear wifliing 
that I had not been fo hafty. As the Admiral 
was coming in with all his fails fpread, Mr, 
^ Coldfea, by the aOifl^nce of the few on boards 
fired at bim fo fniartly, that he ftopped the ene- 
my's career. The Spaniard apprehending he 
fliould have hot work with us* tm)ught his fbip 
to, that he might put himfelf into a condition 
of making avigorous attack upon us. This tn- 
aftivity of the enemy gave me an opportunity 
of getting on board, and fuffered my men to 
come ofii about 50 in number, but the Spaniard 
was within pi(kol-fliot before they bad all got 
Vol. n. Y mto 
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into the fhip ; upon which, we cut our cable, 
and our fhip falling the wrong way, I had but 
jiid room enough to .(ill clear of him. ' Being 
now clofe by one another, his formidable ap- 
pearance ftruck an univerfal damp on every 
one's fpirits ; and I myfelf could forefee nothing 
but that we fhould be torn to pieces by him, 
and longed for an opportunity to try our heels 
with him, white our mafts were ftanding. I ex- 
pected every minute that he would board us, 
and, upon hearing a Ihouting amongft them, and 
feeing their forecaftlc full of men, I concluded 
they had now come to that refolution ; but I 
prelenrly faw chat the occaGon of this joy was 
their having (hoc down our enOgn-ftaffi upon 
which, they, feeing our enOgn [railing in the 
water, were in hopes we had ftruck : but I foon 
undeceived them, by fpreading a new enliga in 
the mizzen-fhrouds. Upon fight of this they 
lay Ihug, and held their way clofe upon our 
quarter ■, at laft, detigning to do ourbufinels at 
once, they clapped their helm well a {larboard, 
to' bring their whole broadfidc to point at us ; 
but their fire had Hctle or no effe&. Alt fteod 
fafi: with us, and they muzzled themfelves-, 
Svhich gave me time both co get a-head, and to 
windward of him, before'he could fill his fails 
again} and now I found, that, if our mafts, 
which were by this time but flcndcrly fupport- 
ed, would bear what fail we had abroad, we 
fliould foon ftcal away from him. After this 
he was in a great hurry to get his fpritiaii-yard 
fiwt 
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fore and a,ft, threatening us very bard, and ply> 
ing us with his fore-chacie : but we foon were 
out of his reach, and all hands were immediate- 
ly employed in repairing our damages. This 
Ibip was called the Peregrine, of 56 ggns, with 
upwards of 450 nien on board of her. 

During this action, we had not a man killed 
or wounded, although the enemy often hulled 
us, and once, in particular, a. Jhot coming into 
one of our ports, difmounied one of our guns 
berween decks, tearing off the nut of the gun, 
and breaking itfelf into a great many pieces, 
which Aew fore and aft in the midft of a crowd 
of people, without hurting any one of them. 
Our ftern was alfo much fhattered, and our 
rigging much difabled. Our main maft was a 
little wounded, yet ftood a long while with only 
one good Ihroud to fupport it 1 our fore-mall 
fared little better^ yet I kept all the canvafs, ex- 
cept the main-top-gaUant-fail, at hard bats-end. 
An unlucky Ihot took the bow of our launch, 
as fhe lay upon the quarter, and fet fire tofome 
cartridges of powder, which were negligently 
left in her, and which blew away her nioorings, 
and we loft her. Seeing a great fmoke arife on 
the quarter, I at .firft imagined fome accident 
had happened within board. InQiort, in about 
three glafles we got quite clear of the Admiral, 
who tacked, and ftood in for Payta, and we 
jhortened fail. A narrower efcapc from an 
enemy could not well have been made, confider- 
jng the vaft difference between us, as to force. 
Y 2 Th« 
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ThcSpaniardhad56gunsi we, on the contrary, 
had but 20 mounted : they had 450 men j we, 
on our part, did not exceed 73 1 and 1 1 negroes 
and two Indians were included in that number. 
He had farther this great odds oyer us, of being' 
in a fettled readinefs, whilft we were in the ut- 
moft confulion. As for our fmall arms the; 
were wet and ufelefs to u$ ; and, what h more, 
in the midft of fhe engagement, one third of my 
people, inftead of Bghting, were hard at work, 
to make farther preparation for an obftinate re- 
fiftance, if we had been puflsed to extremities ^ 
and particularly the carpenter and his crew w^re 
buficd in making ports for ftern-chace-guns, 
which, as it happened, we made no ufe of. Upon 
the whole, we had the good fortune to efcape this 
danger, which was the more to be dreaded, be? 
. caufe, as we had fct fire to the town, they were 
probably exafperated upon the account of the 
churches, which I never intended to deftroy ^ 
and, if 1 had fallen into their hands, they mighi; 
have gi\en ^ but uncomfortable (quarters. At 
the beft, however, it cannot but be allowed tq 
have been a mo^ unfortunate difafler. The lof^ 
pf my boat and anchor was irreparable, afid ma; 
be faid to be the caufe of that fcene of trouble 
Vhich will take up the remainder of this narra- 
tive I for we had now but one anchor, that a( 
i'ayta being the third wc had loft, and were be- 
^des entirely deftitufe of aboa; of aAy.kiod. 

At five, the fame eveaing, we faw a.fail under 

p^r lec-bow, whifh I ^f to be ^e prize w? 

I)a4 



'l ,l,z<,i:,., Google 



Ca»tais SHEtVOeK»s VOYAGE. i<S 
had left to cruife ibr us near the Saddle of 
Fjiyta ; and we, therefore* ilood n live wtft- 
ward all night> «nd ttie nen morair^ we fiv 
|wo f«il a-fteni of us. I tacked, aud ftoud to- 
wards tbetn, and in a little time coi)ld fee that 
one of tbeni vra$ landing in for Fay ta, white tft« 
other kept fteinn>jiig with us i but the nearer I 
f^proached her, the Icfs I liked her, fod could 
poc but think it advifeable co put injr Ihip about, 
and crowd lait from her. Howerec, fbe gained 
tipon us, and adTaoced near enough, to fliew ui 
|he was the Brilliant, the Adniiral's conforc She 
was a French built ftiip, of 3$ guns, manned 
with people of that nation, aqd odier Europeans. 
She was handfom^ly rigged, which is rare to be 
feen in thofe parts, and failed almoft two foot 
For our one ; fo that, nocwithl^n^rag we had 
almoft a cairn ajl the heat qf the day, Ihe neaiw 
ed ti5a;pace. But, oigbc coming on, I made ufe 
of the (rid ftrst^ehi (I thought it might be new 
heTe),^cqming a'tigtit odiift ina half tub, in»- 
ftead of 8 boat, darkeaiog one pan of die la»> 
■ thorn, that it diight cbe more appear to be a 
fiup'ft tight, and chefi inttncdiately altered my 
courfe. As the .day i»t>ke I ht^d all my lails, 
and la fqll day*light could perceive nothing of 
%h.c euemy. This was the Oxip wherein Betagh, 
my late Captain of marines, was fo much re- 
ffieSed i itid by his advice it was, as I have 
been told, that the Admiral ordered his conforc 
fo ply up to windward to Lobos, our firft .place 
flf fendczvg«3,. whiljl Uf himfflf cam? to Payta 
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in fearch of ua> This reparation, though intend- 
ed aa a fure means to catch us, proved to be very 
fortunately the means of our prefervation. 

Being thus clofeljr purfued, I took an offing 
of thirty leagues from the Ihore, and then 
brought to, to confider what I had bell to do. 
I was fiill in the dark, as to my confort i an em- 
bargo, as I was told at Payta, was laid on all 
Slipping to leeward for the term of fix months} 
and our prize, which I deQgned to make'a Bre- 
Ihip of, was taken by the Brilliant ; I had but ' 
one anchor, and no boat at all i and I was as yet 
ignorant of what had become of the Mercury. 

In the midft of all this peril and perplexi^^ 
I called my ofScers together, to let them know, 
it was my opinion, we had, aa we were thus cic* 
cumftanced, a much better pr(ripeft to the wind- 
ward than to the leeward -, that on the coaft of 
Chili we Ihould not be in the leaft fufpeded. 
and (hoiild, at the fame dme, in die moft effec- 
tual manner, cfcape the enemy's men-of-war ; 
that, after taking in water at Juan Fernandez,* 
we might cruife out the whole feafon off* the 
ports of Conception, Valparailb, and Coquimbo, 
where among the lhip[nRg we might be ftocked 
with anchors, cables, boats^andavelTcltamake 
a fire-fliip bf, on which I mightily depended. 
All this being univerfally approved of, we gqt 
our tacks oni board, and firetched away to 
ivindward.. 

My intentions after this were' fixed upon the 
coaft 
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coaft of Mexico. There I propofed to ruh the 
height of Tres Marias and California, as the 
moQ: likely places to meet with the Succefs. 
Thefe two places woyld have been commodi- 
ous i the firft for faking of turtle, and ttu laft 
for wooding and wateting at, and for laying my- 
felf in the track of the Manilla Ihip, which, if I 
Jhould have had the fortune to meet with, and, 
having afire-fliip with me, I would have tried 
what I could have done with her. 

March z6, having well fecured our maft, and 
bent a new fuit of fails, wc flood to the fouth- 
ward, expefting to gain our paflage to wind- 
ward in about five weeks. 

March 31, as they were pumping the Ihtp, 
the water which came out of the well, was noe 
only in greater quantity than ufual, but was alfo 
as black as ink. This made me judge that feme 
water had got to our powder; and accordingly 
going into the powder-room, we heard the wa- 
KT come in like a little fluice. This had quite 
fpoiied the gre^teft part of our powder ; fo that 
wc only favcd the quantity of fix barrels. We 
found upon fearch a leak to be gn the bow, un- 
der the lower cheek of the'hfead, occafibned by a 
fliot which had been lodged there in our late en- 
gagement, and which falling out by the working 
of the Ihip in an head fea, had left room for a 
ftream of water; but we brought the fliip by 
jhe ftern, and, with great difBculty, flopped ic 
fccurely. 
May II, wc law the great ifland of Juan 
Fernandez, 



D,a,l,zt!dbvG00glc 



jfiS Cu^AiN SHELVOCK'i VOYAGE. 
Fctnzxidetl bcacl^ Caft half foudt. Here I 
plied on and off ttU the-iift, but could boc get 
olf a& much water a& wc duly ex|peiidcd. 

May 2 1, a hud g;dca( wlod came out of tbn 
fea upoD ua, aod brought ta wUh it atuo^liag 
fwellV ^3 that in a. few houcs. our cabW whic^ 
was never wei befoce^ parted^ and ioevitabk 
fiiipwreek ap^ieared before our eyes. But Fio^ 
videace fb far intcrpofed iQ ouc behalf, ihat;,.if 
Yit had ftruck but a cable's length fanher to the 
caQiwaid oc westward of the place where we 
did ftrilce, we muii certaial; all have perilhed^ 
Ourinain-maft,fore-aiafl:,and mizzea-tc^-nuft, 
went all away together -, and happy it was ibr us 
that they did. To v fur. by making them feive by 
way of rafti and by the help of thofe who wers 
alhore befcue tbe wind came oo, ve were a)l 
faved, except one man. In the midft of this 
fucprize^ the firft thing I took care of, was. mj 
comnliflioa i and,' remembering the powder ta 
be upperoiod in the bread-room, I got moR. of 
it up, with about fcven or ei^t bags of Jiread i 
thelc we favcd, as the Jhip did not come to pieces 
immediately. In a few minutes, however, after 
(be firft (truck, (he was full of water.. We laved, 
notwithft|nding, two or three compafles, fomt 
of our mathemacica] inftruments, and books. 

When we firft got on (bore, we were without 
any one thing nccelTary for our relief j not fo 
mucli as a feac whereon to reft out harralTed 
limbs, except the wet ground, which, as far as 
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ve could fee, was alfo like to be our bed and 
pillow, and iijdecd it proved to be fo. . ^ 

Ip theevenine, all the officer canie to confult 
with tnc, how wc flioiild get fome necefiaries out 
of the wreck ; and, having by this time lighted 
a fire, wc wrapt ourfclves in what wc could get, 
Uid ourfelves round it, a;rd, noiwithllanding the 
badpef? of the weather, we flcpt very foundly.^ ■' 
but, the next morning, getting vp with the firft 
glimpfe of day-light, we looked at each other 
fikc men awakened out of a dream ; fo great 
and So fudden was the melancholy change in our 
condition, ,thac we could fcarce truH: to ouf 
fenfes. 

I went immediately among the people tp fet 
jthem about the work we had refolved upon the 
night before ; but they were fo fcattered, there 
VMfi no getting them together, or we might, pro- 
bablyj have rt^ained ^il our beef and pork. This 
cypportynity, however, was loft, by ihejr eagcr- 
neis to build huts and .tents, in order .to fettle 
tbcmfclwes for good; for, while they were thus 
cmplpjEe^l*^ furious galeof-wind catne on, which 
dellroye.d all the pFOvifionsinEhe (hip, except one 
.caik-of beef, and one of farina de pap, which wctc 
jKZ&icd wholp on <be ftrand- 1 had favcd i loo 
jdcdlats belpngtng to the gentletn^n adventurer^ 
twbtcb were kq>t jn my che# ^in the great 
rcabbio i the ,rell, beUig in f he boicotn of thf 
.bread-rooni ibr iAcuri^y, ^aujd not pqQlbly be 
4wne-ac. I,iKc4-tV9t fay how difconfoUce my 
reflections were -oa the j^d accide^ic th^t had 
. Vot. II. Z hap- 
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happened. My firft thoughts were on the 
means whereby lo preferve our lives, and on 
fome fcheine of oeconomy to be ohferTcd a- 
inongft the people, in relation to the dillribu- 
tion of fuch quantities of proviHons as Ihould 
from time to time be obtained. 

1 tound a very commodious fpot of ground 
about half a mile from the fca, on which I fee 
up my lent. There was a fine run of water 
wiiKin a flone's caft of it on each fide, with fir- 
ing near at hand, and trees proper for our ufe. 
The people fettled within call about me, in as 
good a manner as they could : and having all 
lecured ourfelves againfl: the inclemency of the 
weather, we ufed to pafs our time in the even- 
ing round a great Ere, roafting craw-filh in the 
enibers. 

1 now began to think of building fuch a veflel 
from the wreck as might carry us all off at once 
from this ifland -, and for that purpofe confult- 
ed with the carpenter -, but was aftohiflie^ at his 
aiifwer,* he could not make brick, he faidi 
without ftraw,' anif walked away from! me in a 
furly humour. From him I went to the ar- 
mourer, and afked him what lie could do tcK 
"wards building a fmall veflel for tisj to which 
he anfwered, that he hoped he codld do all the 
ironiwork ; that he had, with much'.^abotir, got 
"his bellows out of the wreck, and that he did 
not' doubt but we ihould -find a great miny 
other ufeful things, when we came to fet about 
a fearch for them in good' eafticft, 

June 
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June: 8,: we laid the blocks, and got the bow- 
iprifcf eardy to make a keel. The caipenter for a 
little while went oil with leeiming good temper, 
but fuddenly turning fbort upon nie as 1 ftood 
by him, he fworea great oath, he would not 
ftrike: another ftroke, .'..he truly would be no 

• bodyS flave, and thought himfeif now upon 4 

* footing with myfelf.' This provoked me 10 
ufe liiin« Jictle roughly with my cane j but at- 
terwatdsfcame to an agreement with him to givQ 
him a four-piitole piece as foon as the Hem and 
fterji-poft were upt, and 100 pieces of eight 
^hen the bark'was Bnilhed. He then went co 
work on ;the keel, and in two months time we 
made a tolerable ihow, owing to the diligence 
and (ingenuity of Poppleftone, the armourer, 
who made us hammers, chiffels, files, gimlets, 
bullet-moulds, and an inilrument to bore our 
cartouch boxes." Theft laft we covered with 
leats Ikins, and contrived them,fo as to be both 
handy and,oe3t. . He, bofldes all this, began flnd> 
finilhed with his own hands, a large ferviceabie- 
boat, which was what we very much ftood in 
need of. 

For a few days the pcople.behaved thcmfelves 
very regularly and diligently, half of them work- 
ing one day, and half another. But the time- 
foon arrived when we fell inttj fuch confufion- 
and ootfageous difordef, thfat ie; was ajniracle 
we ever got off from this pUce)by any affiftance 
of our own ; for, one afternoon, 1 mtifcd all the. 
pcoi^, dndcould fe5.H9i,^ady.byt Mr. Adamsi 
.'■'j Z 2 our 
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our fargeoB, Mr. Hendfy the agent. Off Ibn^ 
atid Mt. Dodd, lieutenaet of macines, «^ fiw 
fome redbns bc3 kno^Hi' M himfetf, hdd s mini 
to 33: the madman. At nighc I wa« tttfitnnet^ 
they had aSembled togcilvcp ac a great tree, had 
formed a nt^ regulation and aew articles^ had 
excfoded the gentlemen adventurers in England 
from having any pan of what we fiwuld takefof 
the fature, and bad divetted me of tfac ■■cbortqr 
6f their Capeaio, having regulated ihcinfiiteey ac* 
cording tothedifciplifH: of Jamaica. They had 
chofen Merphevr to be tbeir citamputtt and 
fpeaker. This man addreiTcd' hnnfelf lo> iM; 
and told me, * (bat, as the Speed4re)l Was caft 

* away, they were tK>w of fonfequence at the)# 

* own di^fal, fo that theif obligations to the 

* owners and noe were of nO vBd^dity, the ftip 

* being now no more ; they thereftw, he faidi 
*■ had now thought fit to-lrame foch' ankles aS 

* woirid be moft conducive to their own incereft; 

* and, if I would figw them, well j if not, they 
*■ would not truft then^tves under my cooduA; 
•■ as they fhoutd always be apprehenfive that I 

* fljould icrve them as Clipperton had kiwA 

* fome of his men, wbo((hey heard) happening 
■^ to be taken feparat€ly, ha denied them^ and 

* fufientd eight of them^ t»bo haagrdas pwaccs 

* before his face,* 

In thefe arttclss, befides cafting oS the own- 
en, I found myfelf pcdaccdfrom fttCyflsarei to 
fix. i was at » kifs wh» to do m tins di- 
lemma j but at kill fouad nvyfetf undei; aa ifr< 
difpenfible 
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difpenfibk neceffic^ of ftgnkr^ the aeticlei, ta 
crikr to get off from ths ift3nd,whereothcrwife 
i mig^ Ttave bsen forctialy left behind. 

And now, having vary oawillingljr fatlsfied 
them in all I Eho^ht ch«y could afk> I recoo*- 
mended ta chetn dte vdKft vie t^ati begun, noc 
doubtitig, but a^r thki- rhcy^ would fuve ufed 
tteif £dnA^aitc endeavtwfs ttfikilb her, that they 
iHiigtH have an oppopCumtfy of patcing tikeir pio« 
jed^ tit executidn-; ai»d they faid chey woelJ, 

But earPjr cl4e Rtx% fhtmng^ gOMg down t* 
the beach' as afaait, ftnrf expeflmg to &nd cverf 
one employed^ I f^w noi% of ebnm, except the 
csppemer, and two'cr three more ; for, notwlch- 
flawdmg ther were abettoia of the defigns that 
wcrec!trt7Hig;onT7etthe'hope£of a liafe money 
from mt had made them work pretty drli^ently, 
though I cannot fay they fatigued chemtclvcsr 
UpDa enquiry* I was informed, thac the reft of 
the people were againsc^oamedtothe great tce^ 
and it was not long before I was made acqaakc- 
ed widtthe refuse 06 theif meeiing ; for, Ixthnet 
the- isest ffKiming, they farreunded my teni^ 
while Morpbcw, and Stewart, their ^;ent, came 
in t0 me, attd told me. They came in the name 
of all the people to dmttaad every thing be* 
bngakgui rite gentlemen sdvcmittcR outof mjr 
pofie&on, and particularly 750 weight in Fimia 
or virgin ftlvcr, xUvct iiSs weighing ys-ojames, 
Md X50 dollars in money, I dsd noc eaQly pant 
wicti ail thb : bac they deAnsd 1 woidd make na 
^ute ; ior, as aft this caoK ovt ef the wreck, 
they 
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they infilled, the owners could have noihii^ C9 
do with it, and they were, determined to have 
it. In Ihorti I was obliged to give it all up, and 
jthey feared it amongft them that very moment, 
-According to their new regulation. 

After this, they entirely deftroyed what little 
ipower they had allowed me over them ; and the 
meaneft of them were taught they were as, good 
as I. They Sometimes denied me a quota of the 
fifh, and wondered I could not go out to catch 
it as well as they ; at beft, they would give my 
iervant who ufed to fetch it but the le.avings, af< 
ter they had chofen the prime : and, to complete 
their infults, my firft lieutenant, who ufed fome- 
times to eat with me, entirely deferted mymels 
to join Morphew, to partake of his better fare. 
. Quite tired out with their inceffant mutinies^ 
J became at length fo defperate, that I began to 
think of preferring the dangers of the fea, in a 
fmall open boat, to what I thought. myfelf ex- 
pofed to on this place from my fhtp's company. 
I apprehended, they would never reft; till they 
had made themfelves entirely their own mafters* 
by privately making away with me ; and this 
made me melancholy and penBye, preparing 
myfelf for the worft that could happen. They 
perceiving this ciiange-in me, grew fufpicious 
that I was noiy contriving fome means to reduce 
them ; and, therefore, they determined to get 
the arms out of my pofleffion. To this purpofo 
they all came in a'*body, headed by Brooks and 
Morphew, who, in the prefcnce of all the 
peoplci 
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people, ufed me with infupportablc impadence j 
and even went fo far oa to threaten the life of 
my fon, f^r only telling Morphcw, that everf 
one prefent had not chofen him for his fpeaker. 
• Having gained that point alfo, they bad the 
pleafijre oi fquandering away their titiie, and 
powder and Ihot, in firing at cats, or any thing 
rife, to wafte the ammumtion. 

What I have now related, is the fubftaiiceof 
«*at occurred . from May 24 till Auguft 15^ 
when we had fight of a large Ihip, which put us 
into a great hurry^ and gave us a confiderable 
alarm. Before Ihc, croiTpd the bay, I ordered all 
the Bres to be put out, and confined the negroes 
and Indians, left the fliip Ihould be becalmed 
under the land, and any of them fiuuld attempt 
tofwim off to her. Howevo-, lUaas not long 
in fear, ^r fhe kept away larger and at too great 
a diftance to perceive any thing diftindly of us. 

On. this occafion I got moft of the people 
under arms, and was glad to £:e fo many <^ 
them, in jbme meafure, obedient to command. 
I told them, I was pleafed to fee their arms in 
fuch good order; to which they anfwcred Im- 
pertinently, that it. was for their own lakes. But 
this alarm was fcarce fubfided before they be- 
came divided among themfelves. The qucftion 
fiarted was, whether or no the bark Ihould be 
carried oa, or, whether they fhould not build 
two large Oiallops, and fet what wasdone.^f this 
barkonfire. The workmen, and a confidera- 
itle majority of the reftj fided with me in be- 
half 
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half of the batkt bat at night the cai^eitter 
ftnt me wpid* tliaCi if I <did not ddlhwr 1^ the 
moaef agreed oo at iIk bflginaHie.JiatwitbftKDd- 
ii% t^ terns xtf die pjqrmeot cf ic mere notytt 
fiilEUed, 1 AouU not ice his face again ; fo I was 
oUiged to treat this gcntkiiiuc as lie {ilei&d <o 
liave me, and xaife the money for him. 

To complete jrtic amnfaer of our /diriQom 
and diflentioDS* then arofe a third party, who 
iperc reiblved to tave nothii^ to do whh the 
other two, they fHiipofing to flay oa the aOaod. 
Tbefe were to the nondier of i3, who accofd* 
iDgly feparatcd themlelves irom dK reft, aai 
never appeared ameogft us, eacept in the «^k^ 
when thc^-uled'tocoineaboutourtcMs, and the 
bark we wax building, to fleal powder, lead, 
luid axes, andln fliort, whatever eHe thejr couM 
lay their bands on. Thefe, hawerer, I ioBui 
means to nonage, and took from them aU their 
smns, ammunitioa, and the reft of tiisir plunder, 
and direatenol, that, if they were found wtthia 
jnufquet*ibot cf our tcms, they ftouUlK tocac^ 
cd as encDuesi 

In a Itftlc lime thefe divifions bad fo £it 
-weakened the wliole body, that, by degrees, 
4hey began to Itften a litde u whet I faid to 
cbem t and I prevailed fo far asto-gct^moft of 
them imo a working humour. Mr. Jkeoks mow 
•came with a feigned fubmUfion, and dcfintd he 
might eat wkh me again; bucthis, in-thematB, 
abated nothing of his efteem for Morphew, His 
diOimulationi bowerer, proved of iigRal ferwcc. 
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as it contribured to the fpcedy finilhing of the 
batk/" I'his" claimed the affiftance of all ou^ 
heads and' hands i for when we came to plank 
fier bottom, we had molt dilheartening difficul- 
ties to' encounter ^ for, having no plank but 
pieccs.of the wreck's deck, we found it fo dry 
and ftubborn, th^t fire and water had fcarce any 
ef!e^ in making it pliable and fit for iife. It 
rent and Tplit, 'andfiew like glafs i fo that now 
IliaclTufticipntVealbns 'to believe, after all our 
labour, that we mull patiently wait to be taken 
off from. Hence by fame Spanifh (hip, and, after 
all bui', troubles, be led to a prifoii, toreflcifton 
bur misfortunes paft. However, by conftant 
labour, and a variety of contrivances, we, in the 
end^'patdhed oiir bark up in fuch a manner, thaC 
I dare fay the like was never feen, and 1 may 
venture'to affirm, "that fuch a bottom hcvet 
-fwattt-fln the furface of the fea before. 

-Sept. 9, the boat, which I have already men- 
tioned CO be begiin by the drmoUrer,, was launch- 
ed i 'an3, being nbw'in a fair way of compleating 
bur bark, there yet remained, unconfidercd and 
undetermined) what provifions we fhould get trt 
fupport us in oui- prcfent voyage. All the ftock 
wt had cpnfifted of l^ut one cafk 6( beef, five 
briixfeuniels of farina or Caflader flour, together 
with four" or five live hogs. 

1 made fereral experiments to cure both filh 
arid feat, but found it impoflible. At length, 
»e lucki^ thought on a method of curing tfie 
conger-feel, by ipliiting it, and taking out tRe 

'Vflfc. H. A a baek- 
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back-bone, then dipping it in falt-water, and af- 
terwards hanging it up to dry in a great fmoke. 
As no other fifti could be preferved after this 
manner, the fifliermen were ordered to catch 
what CQBgers they could. And now fevcral of 
the people, who had not yet ftruck a ftroke, 
began to repent of their folly, as they grew 
weary of living on this place, and offered their 
fervice to go a-6(hing, every one making fomc 
foolifti excufcor other, for having been fo long 
idle. ■ The new boat being fent to try her for- 
tune, returned at night, and brought in a great 
parcel of filh of feveral forts, amongft which 
were 200 conger-cels. This was a good begin- 
ning, and every tent took a proportion of them 
to cure. 

Having this conveniency of a large boat, I 
defircd Mr. Brooks, our only diver, t6 try what 
he could recbver from that pare of the wreck 
which lay under water. He accordingly under- 
took it, and could find but one fmall gun, which 
he weighed and brought on ftiorc, together with 
two pieces of a large church- candleftick, which 
was a part of the plate which belonged to the 
gentlemen adventurers. 

Our boat was now daily employed in filhiog. 
The armourer conftanily fupplicd them with 
hooks, and there was no want of lines, which 
were made of twlfted ribbon. In the mean 
time, thofc who were aftiore, made twice layed 
ftuff for rigging and. other ufes. We patched 
up the canvas for faiU i the cooper completed 
hii 
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his calks ; and, in a Ihorc time, we had mafts 
an-end tokrably well rigged, and choughc we 
made a comfortable figure. 

And now, having done all wc could, when wc 
came to put in water, to try the tightnefs of our 
work, ic was followed by an univerfal outcry, 
Afieve ! ajieve 1 I was afraid the people would 
have defpaired, and defifted from ufing any far- 
tber means : but, in a little time, and by incef- 
fant labour, we repaired the (hip's pumps, and 
fitted them to our bark. The next fpring-tide 
we found means to launch her, which fell out 
on the 5th of October, by which time we had 
faved alxiuc 2300 conger-eels, weighing, one 
with another, about one pound each, and made 
about 60 gallons of feals oil to fry them in. 
This, with what I mentioned before, was all our . 
lea-llock. As Ihe went off'the blocks, I named 
her the Recovery, though I was fadly afraid of 
hearing ill news from thofe afloat in her ; but 
all proved indifferently well i and, knowing it to 
be dangerous for her to lie here long, efpecially 
having no other anchor than a great ftone, and 
a (light rope to hold her with, and that the leaft 
pu^ of wind might have driven and dedroyed 
her upon the rocks, we got all the water off that 
day, which we did fo much cafler and quicker, 
bccaufe the caiks were ready (lowed in the hold. 
She had two mafts, and was of about the burthen 
of twenty tons; and, to my great fatisfaftion, I 
found, thatonepump,con(iantly working, kept 
her fr«e. The next day, Odober the 6i;i), we 
A a ? got 
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got every one on board and ^mbailccd, leaViAi 
behind us eleven or twelve of thofe who hm 
deferred us. They were deaf to al! perfii^(!on'S ;' 
and, in fliort, fent me word, * "They *ere not 
• yet prepared for the other world j* fo they, 
with the like number of blacks and I^dUnV, 
remained behind on the iOand. 

This ifland enjoys a fine wholefbmfe air,' inlo- 
much that, out of 70 bf us that wefe oh it for 
the Ipace of five months and eleven {lay?, dot 
one of us had an hour's ficknefs, notwith^andihg 
we fed on foul diet, without bread or fate. For 
my own part, I muft acKn6wIedge the bodnty o'f 
Providence ; for, although 1 loft much bf niy 
flelh, I became one of the ftrongell and molt 
active men on the ifland, from being before very 
corpulent, and almoll crippled with the gout. 
On the tops of iome of the mountains of iJiis 
ifland, are plains covered with groves of the 
Italian laurel. Palm-trees are likewife fdiihd in 
mofl: parts, growing in fmooth joints like a cane, 
ibme 30, ipme 4.0 feet high. What ieameii calj 
palm-cabbage is the very fubftance of the liead 
of this tree, which being cut off, you fiiid in- 
cloifed a white and tender young cabbage : but; 
for every one we got, we were obliged to cu( 
down a fine lofty tree. 

The northern part of this ifland is very well 
yatered, and the water keeps well at fea, a^d is^ 
1 dare fay, as good.as any in the world. Dowp 
the weftern peak defcend two cafcades, to ap- 
pearance, atleaft 300 feet perpendicular j wnicli. 



j,=,i,z<,d.vGooglc 



:,,G00gIf 



J.,r,l,z<»i:,.,G00glc 



CjCptaiV SftfiLVOCK's VOYAGE. i8l 
iridV' die paSm-tree^ that grow up clofc by th« 
edg^ of them, exhibiC a! *eiy grahd and roman* 
dc |(rdfpeA. 

We might have found ^ats enough m the 
mountains; if we Had becft able to follow them ; 
stii6 cats ire fo namc^omj that thrre ii hardly 
taking a ftep wnhouc flirting one. Thofe wboTc 
ftOtnacHs ctfuld bear their fieQi fot food, found 
2 tobre fubftiritial ^tliif from hxiri^ by one 
tcicAl of if, tkiti ftbm foor o¥ flte at filh. 

THt: Spmiitdii W)M Hrft Ifoftked chis iOand 
with goats, have fince endeavoured to deftroy 
ifiefc gtjiits by do^i ^HicK are lifctwife very riu- 
itiefdUs ', blit the goats have mahf iiiicceRible 
pISces of rfcfuge, *hcre nd dbgs can fdlo*? 
tRetiii arid they mil cdiftJhue tb iffdrd a plem 
tifhl Tdpply to ftrarigcrs: 

While **e *cre here^ it wis the ieardn fijf th« 
)^k-KBBcffe^ cb tdme cb Uhd-, to bring foHh their 
JrHhiig. ¥hefe Havfe bodies bfi rtJdnftroUa BUlki 
being froqi lo to i 2 fbet lon^, and nikt i^ hlueh 
In fcitfcaniftrchce. I niay venture to affirm-, that, 
'(M ^tB ahdtlier, ihey Would yield each a butt 
of tfaih tA\. They Ate lb indolent, that, is fUon 
as they hatis gamed Uie land, they fall iflecp, 
i'fSi in that condition remain a month together 
fo ffi^dj that you m%ht fire a piftol at theiV 
Iftjqdi Aithbiit '*ftutbiWg them j but where the 
fea^fefieflcs fie, is they do in ctfftipanies aftet 
ifky hJWt ^eaniWi to give fock to their young, 
UeA ft al*afS iftitrkl lion, of the largeft fize, 
faccBSiMf bA Ac mttchi a?id 4t t'he approach of 
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an enemy makes a hideous roaring, threatening 
death to him who (hould be fo hardy as to mo- 
left his charge i apd, in truth, were ihey not fo 
iinweildy, they would be a defperate creature to 
encounter; We were accuftomed to walk a- 
mongft them without dread } for all, but thofe 
who were to take care of the young, were loft in 
the profouadeft flumbers. On the land they io- 
geader, and bring forth their young, who ingen- 
der alfo before they go off, againfl the next lea* 
ibn i fo quick and fuddenly do they increafe and 
propagate. 

The fcals here may properly be called fea^ 
wolves, from the refemblance of their beads to 
the heads of wolves, differing in that particular 
from the feals in the northern hemiiphere, where 
their heads are more like the dog's. They arc 
naturally furly, and fnarl in an angry manner, on 
the approach of any body. Two fins compofe 
their tails, and with the help of thefe they g^ 
along much fafter than the lions. 

Every thing one fees or hears in this iOand is 
different from what is elfewhere to be found. 
The very ftrufture of the iQand, in all its part^ 
appears with a certain favage, irregular beauty, 
not eafy to be exprcfled. The fevcral profpeAs 
of lofty inaccedible hills io the day, and the fo- 
litarinefs of the gloomy narrow vallics in the 
night, added to the mixed, confufcd noifc of 
the furge continually beating ^ainft the Ihore, 
the tumbling of the waters from an immcnfe 
precipice, the roaring of fca-llons ^d fea- 
wolvc^ 
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trolves, whofe voices are more or lefs Ihrill or 
lioarfe according to their youth or age, compofc 
io wild and horrible a medley, that the flouted 
man muft long be accuflomed to it, before he 
can tafte the fweets of refrelhing flccp, or 
wholly diveft himfelf of terror. 

Oftober 6, we fet fail, with nothing to fubGft 
on at fea but the before-mentioned fmoked con- 
gers, one calk of beef, and four live hogs, toge- 
ther with three or four bufbeh of farina. We 
were upwards of forty of us crowded together, 
and lying upon bundles of eels, with no conve- 
nience of keeping the men clean, nor any thing 
to defend us from their abominable ftench ; not 
a drop of water to be had without fucking it out 
of the cafk through a pipe, which being ufed pro- 
mifcuoufly,' became intolerably naufeous. The 
unfavoury morfels we daily ate created perpetual 
quarrels aipongft us, every one contending for 
the frying pan. All the conveniency we had 
for firing, was an half tub filled with earth, which 
made our cooking fo tedious, tnat we had a con- 
tinual notfe of frying from morning till night. 

Thus we traverfcd the ocean : happy, how- 
ever, in the thought of being once more afloat, 
and cherilhing the hope that fomethtng would 
fpeedily fall into our hands. Every day, while 
the fea-breeze continued, we were hard put to it, 
for not having above 1 6 inches free board, and 
our bark tumbling prodigioufly, the water con- 
tinually ran over us } and, having only a grating 
deck. 
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dGck» apd iK> t^rpauUn^tp cQvcr.it, our p^oipd 

OiSofwr.io, ^^cii^.t|ie.foufth,d^pf,ouri)c^ 
^j^pcdition, ffe,^IU|i,)»ith.3,l4^e,ftiip, »{{ji<;|i|I 
(jppld.pl^jnly f^ w^s E^roge^^Ut. ^l]is f^rucit 
me wiib chc dread of her being a man;of-)war} 
Ijfljwexer, our, cafe, being ^efgcrate, I ftpod/fof 
her, and> before we couKl gee quite op witfi her* 
the enemy difcovercd the-brownnefs bf our can- 
vaa, 4nd,-fufpe£ting us, wore fhipt and-hauled 
clofe on a -Wind to- the ««(tward. Thisdooe* 
they .Jioiilxd their .colours, .fired a -^up, .and 
cro\ided,Away<fromus at.a.gR:aMratf ; i)]^[,,iii 
^^»tf t -tw bpurs it Wl.€aUn,,s;^jveiJijtd,((;* 
coyricr.tpii^i/r.p^rs. I^. t^e, n^^ifl i^G^,we.^er- 
lia,vM- ^^^ iicms, .,wt^;ch .we,f9,i^^d b),^bc,in,.vci7 
bad condition, , ooe'lhird pf , tjbem i)f;qg„wif^K 
fiints, and we had but three cuclafTcs -, tf> that,.w<! 
;were but ill prepared for boarding, which .wai 
the only means we could have of taking any fliip. 
We had but one fmall cannon, which we could 
not mount, and therefore were oUigcd to fire it 
BS it lay along upon the deck } atxl tck.fupply it 
wehad no more. ^nunumtion than. two. round 
fhott a few chain- bolts, and boltthcads, the diqi- 
pf r pf . the ' Speedwell's bcl)> . and ; fosQ^ bags of 
,b^ch-fionestofervefpr partridge. Itx^tiftuf jfpur 
hour^we came up withthisfcip.and eyc;y,ppe 
.feemed as eajy in hia mind as if a^vally,in[)pf^ 
. feflipn of her. But,, as .we advanced bearer, I 
faw her guns and p.atararoes, and a confifl^abU 
number pf men upondcck» with their arm? glii- 
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teriog in the fun, who called out to us by the 
name of Englilh dogs, defying us, inafcornful- 
w;iy, tocome on b(^rd of them, and at the fame 
time gave us a volley of great and fmall ftiot, 
which killed our gunner, and almoft brought 
oor fore-maft by the board. This warm reccp- 
- tion daggered a great many of my men who 
before feemed the forwardeft, infomuch that 
they lay upon their oars for Ibme time, in fpite 
of all 1 coiitd do to make them keep their way. 
We recovered ourfelves agajii, and rowed clofe 
up with the enemy, and engaged them till alt 
ouf fmall Ihot was expended, which obliged us 
to foil fiftem to make fome flugs. In this man-* 
ner we made three attempts, but with no better 
fuccefs. 

All the night it was calm, and we were bulled 
in making nugs* and had provided a large quaij- 
tity by the next morning, when we came to a 
final determination of either carrying the_ihip, 
or of fubmitting to her i and accordingly,, ac 
dfty-break, 1 ordered twenty men in our yaul, 
to lay her athwart the hawfe, whilft I boarded 
ber in the bark. The people in the boat put 
off, giving me repeated aflurances of their good 
behaviour i but, at the very junfture we were 
coming to action, a gale fprang up, and fhc 
went away from us. 

This Ihip was called theMargarita, and was 
the fame, which had been a privateer belonging 
CD St. Malo's, and mounted forty guns, all the 
bft war. In the fkirmifhes we had with her. 

Vol. II. ■ B b we 
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we had none killed, except Gilbert Henderfoiir 
our gunner -, and only three were wounded, viZr 
Mr. Brooks, Firft Lieutenant, through the thigh* 
Mr. Coldfea, the Mafter, through the groio, and 
one of the fore-malt-mcn through the fmallof 
his back. Two of thefe did very well, and 1 
think there was fomething extraordinary in their 
cure^ for the furgeon had nothing to apply to 
their wounds, but what hehimfelf had prepared 
with feals-oil, and other matters he had found 
on the ifland. Mr. Coldfea, indeed, lingered in 
a mircrable manner for nine or ten months-; 
but at length recovered. 
• Our condition now grew worfe andworfci' 
for foon after we had parted from this (hip, a 
hard gale came on, which lalled four days with-' 
out ceafing, during all which time we had not 
an hour's hope of living a minute. We were 
obliged to feud away under bare poles, with' 
our yaul in tow; and, having but a (bore fcope 
of boat-rope, we were, on the defceot of every 
fea, in the greatel^ danger of having the bark'c 
flern beat in by the violence of the boat's pre* 
cipitate fall after us ; and, once in particular, a 
great hollow fea had like to have thrown her 
upon our deck, which would have put an end 
Co our voyage immediately. The excelBvc 
fright of this ftorm made many of our people 
form a refolution of going on (bore the very 
firft opportunity. 

In this extremity, calling to mind M. Fre- 

zier's account of Iquique> 1 mentioned the fun- 

prizil 
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prizal of chat place to the crew, which being 
univerfaliy approved of, we direfted our courfc 
Eo that ifland. 

It Was three weeks before we got this length ; 
and having nothing to ride the bark with, we 
< were obliged to keep the fea with her, whilO: 
- the boat went in between the racks, and was 
received by fbme Indians on the ftrand with a 
ibrt of welcome. The men» being landed, went 
.to the Lieutenant's houfe, broke it open, and 
rummaged the whole village, where they found 
_A booty more valuable to us ac that time than 
gold and lilver. It confided of about fixty 
bufhels of wheat-flour, 120 of Calavances and 
corn, fome jerked beef, pork and mutton, fome 
, thoufand weight of well-cured fi(h, a good 
number of fgwls, fome ru(k, and four or five 
days catingof fofc bread, together with five or 
fix jars of Peruvian wine and brandy ; and, to 
crpwn all, they had the good fortune to find a 
large boat near the fhore, to bring off* the booty 
with, which otherwife would have been of little 
ufe to us, our own boat being already fu6i- 
ciently Uden with the men. 

Words caiMot exprefs the joy that reigned 
among us when they came on board : the fcene 
was now changed from famine to plenty ; the 
loaves of foft bread were diftributcd to every 
one, and the jars of wine were broached; but 
.J took care they (hould drink but moderately 
^f it, each man having no more .than half a 
|)tQt to his. ibare : and, after a day or two'*s 
B b 2 living 
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living on . wholefome diet, we wondered how 
our ftomachs had been able to digeft our ranlc 
and naufeous eels fried in train oil, and could 
fcarcely believe we had lived upon nothing tVb 
for a month paft. 

Mr. Randall, our Second LieutenaDt, who 
commanded in this cnterprize, told me, the^ 
did not meet with the leaft oppolition, and that 
the few Indians thejrfbund feemedto be hs glad 
of this opportunity of pillaging the Spaniards 
as we were. 

The fettlement at Iquique con6fts of about 
' 60 fcattered ill-built houfes, which hardly deferve 
that name, and a fmall church. There is not 
the leaft verdure to be feen in or about it, nor 
does it afford the leaft neceflary of life, of its 
own produ6t, not even water, which they avc 
obliged to fetch in boats from Fifagua, tea 
leagues to the northward. 

By two Indian prifoners we took here, wc 
were informed, that the Lieutenant's boat was 
then at Ptfagua, and that it would not be long 
before her return ; however, being determined 
to make fome attempt in the road, of le Nafco. 
in lat 16 deg. S. and at Pifco, in lat. 13 deg. 
45 min. S. we fet lai], and the very morning 
-we came off the Sierra or high-land of le Nafco, 
two hours before day>l)ght, we fell in with a 
large Ihip. The circumftances of our meeting 
and engaging her were, in fome meafure, the 
fame with thofe we had with the Margarita. 
We met with both at the fame time in the 
morningi 
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tnorniDg, and* whitft in purfuit of boch, had 
Che mbfortune of being becalmed. We.ftrug- 
gled with this laft for fix or feven hours, aivl 
were at length obliged .to leave her, becaufe 
the fea-bree2e came in fo ftrong, and the fca 
ran fo high, that, had Ihe been of no force, 
our flight bark mufl: have been in pieces before 
a third part of as could have entered her. 
This (hip was called the St. Francifco -Palacio, 
of 700 tons, eight guns and ten peterarocs, and 
was well manned and provided with fmall amu. 

It happened very unfortunately, that wc 
Ihould thus mlfs two of the belt equipped fhips . 
in. the private trade at that time in the South 
Seas. This laft r^pulfe was made a pretence 
for much murmuring j many, defpairing of ever 
. being able to take any thing as our condition 
was, were for furrendcring to the enemy, who 
was all the night becalmed near us. To pre- 
vent their dcfign, I took care to remove the 
two boats out of their power, by ordering two 
men in each of them, fuch as I thought I 
could truft^, and to caft off from us at a little 
difiance, that none might efcape in them. But, 
nocwithltanding the confidence I had in thefe 
four, the two in the b«ft boat ran away with 
'her; and the next day I was informed, that 
the Firll Lieutenant and Morphew had made 
a party, too ftrong for me to oppofe, to go 
^way with the boat that was left -, but, it blow- 
ing frefli the nex^ night, they were prevented 
from executing their dcDgn. 

The 
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The next day we ftood ioto the road of 
Pifco, as we had defigned, where we difcovered 
^hat appeared to be a large fhip. We bore 
down £0 her with a refolute deQiair, and laid 
her athwart the hawlc ; but, to our great Tatis- ' 
fadioti, we met with no reQftance, and were 
received by the Captain and his Oflicers with 
their hats off, in the moll fubmillive manner 
alking for quarter. Before we came up, I had 
ordered our boat to intercept theirs, which w«s 
going on Ihore. They clapped her on board, 
. but, not holding faft, they fell aftern, and could 
not fetch up with ber again » fo that in this 
boat was conveyed away every thing that might 
have been valuable in the prize. She was a 
good ihip, of about 200 tons, caHed the Jefus- 
Maria, almoft laden with pitch, tar, copper, 
Stid plank, but nothing elfe. The Captain offer- 
td 1600 dollars for her ranfom, but I could not 
give ear to it in the condition which I was then io. 
The Spanilh Captain informed me, that the 
Margarita had been arrived fome time at Callao, 
where Ibe had given a full account of us ; that 
Che Captain of her, and three more, vrere killed 
in the adion with us, and that the Prieft and 
Several others were wounded i and that the was 
now ready to put to fea again, with an addition 
of ten guns and fifty men, to cruife for us : 
and, moreover, that the Flying filh, a frigato 
of 38 guns, was already out with the fame in- 
tent. Upon this advice, having cleared our 
bark. 
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bark, we gave her to the SpantOi Orptain, and - 
as foofi as the breeze fprang up, we weighed, 
and went to fea, and in going out met with our 
boat, which I have mentioned to have left us in 
the night t they edged towards us, imagining 
we were Spaniards, by which means we got tbetn 
again. The two fellows in her were almoft dead, 
having ate or drank nothing for three days, and- 
had juft been aifaore on a fmall illand, to kill' 
ieals to drink their blood. They had no excula 
for themfelves, but that they fell afleep, and the. 
faint breezes of the night had wafted us in tho 
bark away from them. 

Fifco being 40 leagues to the windward aS-. 
Callao, 1 kept ctofe hauled till 1 had gained a. 
two degrees offing, and kept that . diftance till 
we hitd got well to the northwatd of Callao, and 
hauled in again for the land, a little to the fouthi 
ward of Truxilk), and-looked into the coads o£ 
Guanchaco, Malabriga, and Cberipc} but, fee-- 
iag no fliip at thofe places, 1 pafled between the 
iQand of Lobos de Tierra and the continent ; 
and, Nov. 25, fcjund ourfelves near the Saddle 
of Payta, where having made fome prifoners, I 
examined them concerning the condition of the 
town, which they anfwered was very poor at pre- 
Jent, there being neither money nor provifions in 
it, and fhcwed me a fmall bark on the fliore, 
which Captain Clipperton had fent in here a little 
while before with fome of his prifoners, which 
had given them fuch an alarm, that every thing 
had bcqn again removed into the country. This, 
tmwel; 
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unwelcome news did not hinder us from keep- 
ing on our way, with our SpaotOi colours Syiog, 
till we came to the place of anchorage. 

No fooner was our anchor down than I fent 
awajr Mr. Brooks, with both the boats, armed 
Kifith 24 men t no mare of the,ii, however, ap* 
peaicd thaa thofe who rowed, and two or three 
fittersin each, the reft, with their arau, lying itt 
the bottom of the boat. Thus they advanced 
towards' the town, without, giving the lead, um- 
brage to the inhabitants^ who were fo thoroughly 
perfuadedof our being Spaniards, that, when the 
people landed, they found the children playing 
on the beach, who were the 6rfl: chat toolc the 
alarm, and ran away at the fight of armed men. 
In an inftant the whole place was in confulion i 
the town was deferted, and nothing left in it but 
a few bales of coarfe cloth, about 500 of dried 
tole or dog- filh, two or three pedlars packs, and 
an inconGderabJe quantity of bread and fweet- 
meats -, fo that we unluckily had but little em- 
ployment for our boats. 

As we lay at an anchor In the Ihip, we took z 
boat with about Bfty jars of Peruvian wine and 
brandy, the mafter of which told us, he was come 
by Health from Callao, there being orders that 
none but Iblps of fome force fbould ftir out. 
This man was the firft who acquainted me with 
Captain Hatley's being taken, and the value of 
his prizes ; and likewife alTured me, thai^ if 
Captain Clipperton had landed the firft time be 
wu here, there were 400,000 pieces of eight in 
it. 
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ht bclides a great quantity of jefuits bark, and 
other ' valuable commodities, of all which he 
might eaQly have made himfelf mafter i but he 
wanted courage. Some of the King of Spain's 
treafurc is frequently lodgedundertheGovernor'* 
care i and, if he had made an attempt, even the 
fecond time, it would have been worth his while. 
As for ColUn, which is two miles to the north- 
ward of this, fituated near the mouth of a little 
rirer^ it is a mean place, being entirely inhabit- 
ed by Indians. 

From this place we diredcd our courfc for 
the idand of Gorgona, in the bay of Panama, 
and in our palTage thither built a tank, or 
wooden ciftern, big enough to hold lo tons of 
water, wherewith to fupply our want of cafks* 
as without the help of fome fuch contrivance we 
fhould have but little hopes of being ever able 
to return home. In our way we made the iOand 
of Plate, Cape St. Francis, and GorgoneUa -, and 
on Dec. z, we camera-anchor to the leeward of 
the northernmoft point of Gorgona, within lefs 
than a quarter of a mile of the Ihore. Here we 
had the advantage of Blling our water-cafks in 
the boat, the water running in fmall dreams into 
the fea, and cut down our wood at high water 
m^k } fo that in lefs than 48 hours we had done 
our bufmefs here, and hurried away to fea, for 
jear of thofe who might be in queft of us. 

Having got out of the track of the enemies 
fliips, we confulted on the bcft methods of pro- 
ceeding, when the majority were for going di- 
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redly over to the cosifts of Afia. Upop this we 
changed our Chip's name from the Jelus. M^r'uL. 
to the Happy Return, and applied at) our eo- 
deavours cowards abandoning ihefe coatts % but- 
the winds and currents were averfe to it % and 
fome of thofe who oppofed our departure, did fo 
much damage clandeftincly to our tank, that the 
greateft part of our water leaked out. This, to- 
gether with continual contrary winds and dead 
calms, which detained us till our (N'OviTions were 
much exhaulled, rendered us incapable to un- 
dertake fo long a run ; and therefore, to furniih 
ourfelves with what we wanted, I propoff^i a de- ■ 
fcent on the iQand of Quibo, in lat. 7 d<^. 40 
min. N. where, by Captain Rogers's account, I 
guefled there mull be inhabitants who liv.ed in a 
plentiful manner on the produA of the coamsy, , 
On January 13, 1731, wcanchorcd between . 
Quibo and the ifle of Quivetta, in a fandy bay« . 
commodious for woodingand watwing. The 
morning after our arrival we faw two large pi- 
raguas rowing in for the ifle of Quivetta^ one c^; 
them with Spanilh colours flying ■» and, after a 
little debate, whether it would be priident for 
us to attack them in our boat or not, it was re- , 
folved, at all hazards, to go after them in ouf 
yaul. This enterprlze was commanded by Mr. . 
Brooks, our Firft Lieutenant^ who found the men . 
on (hore, brought away their piraguas, and .two. 
prifoners, the one a Mulatto, and the «hcr a 
Negro ; the r^ fought for refuge in the woods. 
The Mulatto mortified us very much, by tdliog. 
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«9, that a.veflel laden with provifions had palT- 
ed by very near us in the nighty but, to make 
amends, promifcd to conduft us to a place where 
we might fupply ouffelves without any hazard, 
provitied we were not above two Or three days 
about it. No news could be morewelcome to 
us than this, wherefore we were very briflt in 
getting off our wood and water; and, on Janu- 
dry the i^h, we got fafe in between Mariato and 
the ifland of Ssbaco, and anchored in fix fathom 
water, over againft a green field, which is in- 
ftruftion fufficient, there being bxtt that clear 
fpot hereabouts. Our guide dclired we might 
be going at leaft three hours before day-light, 
and chat then we fhould be in good time at the 
plantations. Accordingly 1 embarked at two 
the next tnorning in our own boat, and ordered 
Ihc tW9 lieutenants in the two piraguas, leaving 
ray fon and a few men with htm, to take care of 
the ftit). Our guide carried us up fome part of 
tbc river St. Martin, and out of that into feveral 
bratiches of very narrow creeks amongft man- 
groves, where we had not room to row, which 
made me fufpc<5t he had no good deftgn in his 
bead ; but we landed juftat day-break on a fine 
favannahi or j^ain j and, after a march of about 
three miles, came to two farm-houfes, whofe 
owners had made their efcape, except the wife 
and children of one houfe. 

The place anfwercd the man's defcription, 
being furrounded by numerous herds of black 
cattle^'hogs, and plenty of fowls -of all ions t 
• ■ C c 2 and 
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and here we found fome dried beef, plantaiMi; 

and Indian corn; and, forprclenc.ufe, were en* 
tertained with a wholfome brcakfaft of hot cake 
and milk, a diet we had been loi^ unacquainied 
with. When it came to be broad day, I faw our 
ihip clofe by us, upon which I alked our Mu- 
latto, How he came to bring us fo far about, i 
He anfwered. There was a river between us* 
and he did not know whether it was fordable or 
not. I thereibre fcnt fome to try, who found ic. 
was not above knee deep. Wherefore, to avoid 
the trouble of carrying our plunder fo far as we 
had been led, I ordered our boats to row out of 
the river St. Martin, and to come to the beach 
over againft the Ihip. We had not been long 
here before the mailer of the family we were 
with, being anxious for their fafety, returned, 
and made an offer of as many of his black cattio 
as we fhould think fit to require ; which offer 
we kindly received : and he brought 'us the 
number we thought we could fave; for, hav 
ing but little fait, and not being able to fpare 
water to keep them alive when' at Tea, our de> 
mands were moderate i and the few we requir- 
ed, as ft>on as they were carried on board, were 
killed. Their flelh we preferved by cutting it 
into long Hips of the thicknels of a finger, and 
then fprinkling it with fo fmall a quantity of 
fait, that we did not ufe above four or five 
pounds to a hundred weight i then letting it He 
together two or three hours, we hung it i^ to 
dry in the fun, which perfectly cgred it, and 
th»( 
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diat better than it could have been done by any 
other way. 

Having done atl we propofed in coming beret 
we drafted with our decks full of fowls and 
hogs, amongf^ which there was one with ia 
navel, or fomrthing like it, on its back. The 
Spaniards fay, that this, when wild in the woods, 
is a terrible animal to meet with* although at 
full growth it be but fmall. 

January 25, we made a fail about two leagues 
to the leeward of us : we gave her chace dll we 
found (he was of European ftru£ture i and fear- 
ing flie might be one of. the enemy's fhips of 
war^ I clapped on a wind, and in half an hour's 
time ic fell calm. Soon after, we faw a boat 
rowing towards us, which proved to be the Suc- 
cefs's pinnace, commanded by Mr. Davidfiui, 
their Firft Lieutenant, My firlt interview with 
him was attended by an attonifbrnenc equal 
on both fides -, he could hardly believe that he 
faw us in fo mean and forlorn a condition ; and 
I could fcarce believe that the Succejs (if in 
being] had been all this while wandering up 
and down thefe Teas, 

I entertained him with a rehearlal of the con- 
flant run of misfortunes which had befallen 
us in the long interval fince we feparated nc^r 
the coaft of England, till our prefent meeting 
that day ; and he, on his part, entertained me 
with fevcral remarkable incidents, which had 
happened to them in the courfe of their voyage, 
particularly, he told me, that, about a twelve* 
month 
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month before, they had taken a new FtenefH 
built brigantine, and put their officers artd Blip's 
company's founder on board of her, which 
they valued at ten thoufand pounds (terling ; 
that their fecond Captain, Mr. Mitchet, was in- 
trufted with the command of her,' and was or* 
dercd to go to fome ifland on the c«aft of 
NIexico, and to ftay there till Captain Clipper- 
ton fiiould join him with his flitp -, but that 
they never could find the ifland fince, and, 
therefore, judged that pOor Miichel, and his 
men, were either ftarved, or murdered t^tho 
Spaniards or Indians, or that he hadperiOied 
with the ifland, fuch fiibmerfions being frequent 
on tbofe coafts. The ftory of Captain MitcheH 
who was a very worthy man, and an expert 
fiulor, is, in all its circumflances, a very tragi- 
cal one. There was always a jealoufy between 
him and his Captain, who ordered him to a 
place, and pretended to give him infallible di- 
reSions to find it, which never could be found 
afterwards, and, tis my opinion, never was above 
water \ and the unfortunate gentleman, without 
doubt, periHied in fome obfcure, miferable man)- 
ner, in queft of a place that was never yet, and 
perhaps never may be difcovered. In our dif- 
courfe, I aflced Mr. Davidfon the value of 
the booty they had made, and he affured me it 
did not exceed 70,000 dollar*— but that they 
had loft great opportunities— that in Oftober, 
1720, th^ were in the bay of Conception, and 
iad the miafortuae to leave three laiden flupa 
behind 
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behind diem, and mi0ed a fburth> which vru- 
coming into the bay, and which, was (a near as 
to hail and talk tathem. belides being becalmed 
by them ; — >th'at though it was probable their 
launch could have taken them all four, yet, 
through their Captain's deafnels to advice, the^ 
took none of them :— that, moreover, ihey had 
never yet cleaned their bottom, notwithftandlng 
they had had it in their power to do iti and 
that this negligence had like to have cott thetn 
dear ; for that, in their return from Conception^ 
they looked into Coquimbo, where they faw 
five fliips at anchor, three of which lee flip 
after them, and overtook them apace, but by. 
the favour of thick weather, and a hard gale 
of wind, they got clear of them ; and further, 
that, off the port of Callao, they fell in with 
the Ftying-fi£h frigate, which was cruifing for 
me in the bark, and which, by unpardonable 
mifmanagement on the part of Clipperton, got 
fafe from them, although deeply laden with a 
valuable cargo defigned for Cadiz. I have been 
fince informed of this by one of my furgeon's 
mates, who was taken in the Mercury, and was 
furgeon of the FIying-fi(h at that time. 

This was the fubftance .of my difcourfe with 
Mr. Davidfon, when, in the mean time, a gale 
fprung up, which interrupted us, and I bbre 
down to the Succefs, and went on boaid of her. 
I gave Captain Clipperton, and Mr. Godfrey, 
the- agent-general, the whole hi^ry of my 
voyage hitherto, and expedcd that I fhould ■ 
have" 
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hare been treated b; thetn as one belonging to 
the fame intereft, bat found I was miftaken ; 
fw they were unwilling to have any thing to do 
with me fince my fhip was loft. However, t 
conceivedi that he could not be fo inhuman, as 
CO deny me the fupply of fuch neceflaries as I 
wanted, and he could conveniently fpare. The 
•nfwer I had to this was, that I Ihould know 
more of his mind the next day. Amongft the 
reft of the difcourfc I had with him, he told 
me he was juft come from the ifland of Cocos, 
that his people were lickly, and at very Ihort 
allowance. Upon this, I offered my fervice to , 
pilot him to Maiiato, which was not above - 
thirty leagues diftant from us, where he might 
bave refrelhed his people, and fupptied himfcif 
with what he would. But this was not accepted* 
lie being refotved to make the beft of his way 
to the Tres Marias, where, he faid, there was tur- 
tle enough to be had ; fo I left him for that night. 
The next morning, as I was going on board 
of him again, with fome of my ofHcers, he fud- 
denly fpread all his -canvas, and crouded away 
from us, who were in the boat : upon which 
Z returned to our fhip ^ain, and made iignalt 
of diftrefs, and fired our gun feveral times, 
which was not regarded by him, till his very- ■ 
o^icers cried out on his barbarity, and, at laft, 
he brought to. When I had failed up with . 
him, (being exafperatcd.at fuch inhuman treat- 
ment) 1 fcot Mr. Brooks, our Fiift Lieutenant, 
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to know the reafon of his abrupt departure, and 
to tell dim that we flood in need of feveral ne- 
CefTaries, Which, if he was not inclined to give* 
I would purchafe of him. Upon thefe terms he 
fpared me two of his quarter-deck guns, fixty 
round Ihot, fome mufquet-balls and flints, and a 
Spanifh chart of the coatt of Mexico and part of 
India and China, a half-hour, and a half-minute 
glafs, a compals, and about 300 weight of fait ; 
but with all the arguments t could ufe, I could 
not prevail on him to fpare us the leatl thing out 
of his furgeon's cheft for the relief of Mr. Cold- 
fea, our matler, who had been ready to die of 
his wounds leceired in the engagement with the 
Margarita, for above three months paft. When 
this waS concluded, I again alked him, if I could 
be of any fervice to him, and alTured him, 1 had 
a pretty good fliip under foot, though flie made 
but a poor figure, and believed 1 could, hold 
him way, and that he knew our cargo was pretty 
valuable. To all this be aofwered, that^ if l had 
a cargo of gold, he had no bufinefs with me, and 
that I muft take care of myfelf. Mr. Hendry, 
the agent, and Mr. Rainer and Mr. Dodd, Lieu- 
tenants of marines, feeing but little profpeft that 
We 'fliould ever get home, and being weary of 
the work that was imposed upon them, defired I 
would let them go oti board the Succels, for a 
paflage to England ; which 1 confenting to, they 
went on board accordingly, and Clipperton left 
us to Ifaifi^for ourfelves, near the iflandof Cano. 
Having purchafcd this fupply, I was forgoing 10 
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the fbuthw^ril into the bay of Panama, ta try 
oiir fortune there -, but the majority oppofed ro* 
through fear» and were for goiflg to the Trea " 
Marias, to fait tnrtk there, aod then ftreich over 
for India. We direftpd our courie thither j and, 
a'few tfeys after, rnet with the Sugccfs in queftof 
Sonfoniiate, where they expeftcd t(J receive th« 
Marquis of Vifta Roche*s ranfom. That noble- " 
njan ha^ bfcn fome time a prifoner with them) , 
and his ^jfe wa; now at GuatimaUt a city within 
30 leagues, of that port. We ragged clofc onder ' 
their ffern, and affced ho^ Captain Ctippcrioa 
and the TtUt of the gentlemen did, but it was 
not thought proper to return any anfwerj fo 
without any concern, he fteered. one way, and 
we another. After this cahns, and contrary 
winds, and unaccountable currents, reduced U3 
to a rery ftnall allowance, which we wcie obl^- 
ed to drminifh daily, and flipuld have boen in. 
deeper diftreft tfcran ever, had it not bcen-fdr the 
toctfc' which we took on the furface of the wa- 
ter. We had 3 continual look-out for themy and' 
they wcreeafily known, at a. great diftancc, by 
the namber of fea-birds that perched on their 
backs. Upon fight of ifaefc, we ufcd tp lay afidc 
the advantages we might have made of the wtnd^ 
to embrace the opportunity of prolonging oat' 
provifiona. Upon the whole, thoughf we loft. 
ibme of our way in purftiit of tmtle aftfcr thtt 
manner, it was not the grcateftincpnyenicnce 
that attended U3) the drefflng It madb a great 
confumptiottof Qurwater^ ^e quantity o£whtcit 
deCTcafed 
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decreafed upon us very fuddeal^i by the conti- 
nual ufc b( it in boiling the turtle with plantain 
flower. This relapfc into a ftate of famine, 
'threatening us with fpeedy and certain perdition, 
if nieans were not iifed to avert it, made mc 
propole the plundering of fome fmall town as 
we coalted along the fhore. Guatulco was the 
nearttl to us : but the very morhihg we were 
fleering in for this place, at fun-rifing we faw ji 
fait a con5derab1e way 10 leeward of us. We 
thought it would be better to take this {hip than 
to venture on Ihore, and therefore we bore dowa 
t*> hei*, who in the end proved to be the Succefs. 
VVe now met 'with a double baulk, both as 19 
HiXt hopes bt Guatulco and the tbip : for we 
^utrt by this accident got fo far to the leeward 
Kff Guatulco, that it was needlefs to beat up fo 
far agalnft the wind for an uncertainty, when wc 
had a gale, that, had it continued, would have 
tarried m to Ibmis better pbrt. 

But the windi veft but a few hours propi- 
tious, and were fucce^ded by perpetual con- 
tnrf galtfi, which deftroyed all bur hopes, and 
brought us down to a fmall earthen plate of ca- 
rav&tlcfci, a kind of fmall bean, for 124. hours, 
Which not being fu/Hcient to keep Us alive, we 
bad it(Siurfe to the remainder of our fmoked 
congers, Ahidi had for fome months been ncg- 
It&cdf and lain foaking and rotting in thq 
bulge w^tcfr. They were certainly as difagree- 
9ble food 3B t^tfr men eat. 

Vnderthefc calamitous circumstances d'd y^i 
t) d Z mc^ 
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meet with the Succefs a fourth time, near the 
port of Angels ; and, after having made theap- 
pointed Ggnal, we flood fo near to one another, 
that, to ufe the fea phrafci 9 biflcet might have 
been tofled from (hip to Ihip, but we did not 
change a word with each other i for. Captain 
Clipperion, as I have fine? been informed, bad 
ordered all his officers and Ibip's company to 
take no notice of us : and, though he was fo 
truly fenfible of the difficulties and hazards we 
had to cope with, if our dcGgn was to go for 
India, that he faid. The child cbac was born th? 
day before would be grcy-hcjded with age be- 
fore we Ihould arrive there (intimating by tha^ 
exprefllon, that it was impoRible for us to do it), 
yet, notwithilanding, he, without any remorfe, 
could fee us on the brink of fufFering the greatr 
eft fcvcrities our ill fortune could load us with, 
and hot lend us a helping hand to deliver u$ 
from the impending ruin. 

Thus furrounded on all fides by prefent 
want and threatening difafters, we, on the izth 
of March, being o^ the port of Acapulco, faw 
a ftiip between us and the Ihore. .1 bore down 
' to her, till perceiving her to be a large Europe^ 
built fhip, with Spanifh colours flying, { con* 
eluded ihe was the Peregrine, who, as I had 
been informed, had carried the Prince of St. Bu- 
eno, who bad been Viceroy of Peru, to (his port 
in his way to Spain. With thefe fufpicions, be- 
ing as yet unwilling to run ouFfclves fo immedht 
^tet^ ia(Q ;he eneniy's {:lutches, ,1 hauled again 
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on a wind, which he feeing, he pulled down his 
Spanifh, and hoifted an EngliQi cnfign, and made 
the fignal agred on between Clipperton and me 
for knowing one another. Had they been in any 
other part, I (hould have been fo far from enter- 
taining any thoughts of fuch a change in him, 
that 1 ftiould have looked on all his Ggnals as 
the artiBccs of the enemy, who might have ac- 
qpatnted themfelves with them by the informa- 
tion of fuch of our men as they might have taken 
prifoners. But now, making no doubt that ic 
was he, I bore down to him, and being come 
^long his fide, he fent Captain Cook, his lecond 
Lieutenant, in his yaul, with an obliging letter 
to me, to inform me, he Was cruifing for the 
homeward-bound Manilla Ihip, and deGring l 
would aflift him in the enterprize, and come on 
board of him the next morning, propofing a 
union of our two fhip's companies. I was very 
weU pkafed with this offer, and, without hefita> 
(ion, returned him word that I would be with 
}iim early. 

In the mean time, 1 read over his letter pub- 
licly to my people, and exhorted them ferioufly 
%o conQder of the great benefits that would ac- 
crue to us on all fides from it. Upon which chey 
all exprefipd the moft refigned willingnels to join 
jn the undertaking. But, as Clipperton had ufed 
us fb unhandfomely before, they defired I would 
get fome fecurity for cheir Ibares, figned by Cap- 
tain Clipperton, Mr. Godfrey the agent, and the 
rpft of their officen. 1 went on b^d, and, ac- 
fonjling 
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cording to their requeft, Capt. Clipperma, and 
Mr. Godfrey, the owners agent, imroediatcty 
drew vf an infbumeot foUf worded for the 
purpofe, and they and. all the other officers 
figned ic This was all my people wanted to 
fnake them eafy. 

Wc then proceeded upon our main biilia^i 
•ltd, after mature deliberationi ic wu thought 
moft advtieable, that ! ibould lend the greateft 
■part of my men on board the Succefs, as Ibon is 
we faw the Manilla Ihip come out of Acapuica, 
And leave only a boat's crew with nae to bring 
me away, in cafe I Ihould have occalion to make 
ufe of my fiiip as a &re-Ihip, or a fmoaker, which 
we jointly propofed to do» tf we fovnd the eao- 
my too hard for us ; aad it was detemiaed ta 
board her at once^. aa we fliotiU otherwift ham 
much the worft of it* on acconot >t^ tiieir 
fupnior weight oi meul, aad the bcner cap»- 
city of tbeir fliips» which are buik very ftiott^ 
to bear a cannonading. Clipperton affijred me, 
be wasrcCTtain of the time when fee would fail 
from this port, which the Spaniards fay is always 
within a day or two after Paffion-week, of which 
we had a fortnight yet to come. 

Before I returned to my own fliip, I acquaint- 
ed Captain Clipperton with our fiender ftock of 
proviGons, but particularly with our IhortneTs of 
water; and he told me he had 80 tons of ic 04 
board, and he would fpare me as much of k as} 
vould have, or any thing elfe his fhip afforded. 
lh9A 
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1 btd now the pleafure of being reftorcd to 
mj command in as regular a manner as ever } 
every one, from the higheft to the loweft, ex- 
prelling the ffttisfa£tion he had in the prorpo^ 
before'- us. But Morphcw, that ringleader of 
ell our diforders, fearing my refeDtmenc, thought 
it was his beft viay, to infiouate himlclf into the 
favour of the Captain and OiGcets of the Sue- 
cefs, which he dKJ effeAually, by an humble, 
fubmilCve, outward deportment, and prevailing 
prefents. In fliort, he h^d his eod, and left me ^ 
but, the iien mornings Mr. Rainer, who a^d 
with us afterwards as Captain of marines^ came 
on board of us to vifit his old fhipmates, and 
Id continued.. 

Thus we crtiifcd in gpod order^ and with a 
great deal of hope, uptit March 17, when, to- 
wards evening, Cfipperton, contrary to his ufual 
cuftoRi, ftretch'ed a-hcad of uaalujut two Iciagues, 
without lowering fo mpach as a top-^lFant-fail for 
m to cpme up withhim, I could not but be a 
little Ihtrtl^d at this, as being quite contrary to . 
l9S ufual method. However, I kept Handing; 
^ttr him» as I' cfiought, in the night, till we 
were ahnoft in the brewers on the Ihore, which 
of courTe obliged as to tack, and ftand out to 
fe> ^atiT, adniiririg- all tht time that we had 
had no fignal for going about. The next morn- 
ing we had no fight of any fliip near us. Which 
had me under the mqft terrible apprehenQoiis, 
qOnSdering the bad; condition we wer^ in for 
want of water, and the raft diftancc- we were at 
fro:n 
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from any place where we could expert to get a 
recruit of my, having now no choice left, but 
cither to beat up 220 leagues againft the windy 
to go to the Tres Marias^ or bear away a much 
more conliderable diftance for the gulph of 
Amapala, or the iHand of Cocos. 

But, notwith(Unding our diftrefs, I kept our 
cruiling ftation for him two or three days. At 
lad it was refolved to bear away to the firft con* 
Venient place to water at ; and, in truth, it was 
time, for we were now 40 -odd men, who- had 
but three buts of water for a run of 300 leagues 
and upward^, on a coaft fubjedt to long calms, 
variable winds, and uncert»n currents. 

It Was afterwards told me, that the night 
Clipperton left us, he aflembled all his officerst 
and told them it was his inteptioD immediately 
to quit the coaft. His officers remonftrated to 
him on the barbarity of doing this without ac- 
. quainting Captain Shelvock with his intention* 
and fparing us fome water, fiut he put -oS* 
their ferious expoftulations with an inhuman 
Iheer, faying, That, if I fljould, through want, 
be (bilged to furrender to the enemy, X fliould 
only Oiare the fame fate, that, perhaps, feme 
others had met with before ipe. . . 

Thus this man, perhaps, through an excefi 
of mean-fpiritednefs, and dreading the eng^e- 
ment with a fhip that was always known tp de- 
fend itfelf with fome obftinacy, neglected as fine 
an opportunity as moft of our nation have ever 
bad of taking thia Ihip, which, as I was in6»med» 
by 
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^ fome Spaniards from Manillat when I was in 
China, came out of Acapulco about a week after 
we left the cruiae— [For Cape Clipperton's ac- 
couDC of this traofa^ioQ we jcfer the reader to 
the preceding voyage.] 

Qn March 3o» in the evening, we entered 
the road of Soafonnate, and, as the fun fet, faw 
a (hip at anchor there. It being a moon-lighc 
night, I fent the firft Lieuteoanr, with fome of 
the bed hands> to difcover what this Ihip might 
be« On his return he informed mc, the Ihip 
was a large one, of one tier of guns at lealt. 
1 neverthelefs continued to ply in all the night, 
and prepared for a£tion. At day-light we 
found they had hoifted ajar of powder, con- 
taibiog about ten gallons, with lighted match, 
at each maiti and fore yard arm, and at the 
bowfprit end, with defign to let them fall on 
our decks if we boarded them. This cootri< 
vance, if it had taken efFe£t, would have foon 
made an end of both ihips, and of all that were 
IB tbem. Scemg-tbem fo defperate in their pre- 
paration's, 1 expeded a warm dtfpute with 
them} and, by what I' could fee, they were, ia 
all points, ibperior by much to us in ftrcngth. 

At cicvm in ^the morning, the fea- breeze 
caQeio^ and ran us upon them very fad, whilll 
fiur fmall arms were brilkly and effe^ually em- 
ployed to break their powder jars, before we 
came to board them, which we did without de> 
lay, and, after the exchange of a few (hot when 
on board of each other, they fubmitted. 

Vol. II. Ee This 
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■ This- fliip was (Jelled- die SacrS Faniffia,- at- 
300 tons; ihc gttns, and ;o men j tnigefes^ ^ 
great number of fmaH arms, «ith fome gretia()6 
fteiis'^nd fliot. She tad been, iot fometHnft 
before, arrived from Callao, *ith «tlie dnd 
Israridy 1 but had riOW nothing in hec but fifty 
j'ATs of gunpowder, and a fmall parcel of rofk 
and jerked beef. In (Bort, (he £6uld hardly bfr 
faid td be #orth fbe tro^l^ we totik, and t&ft 
rifques we ran for h«: but fbe Wit* repflttdtoi 
be a better l^ilor, and Was vifibly better fitted otit 
than our own ; wherefore I changed fltips^- and 
we all went on board our prize, which 'fiaA 
equipped in the warlike manner we found Her^ 
and comn:ii£ripned, on purpofc 10 takje us^ 
, A merchant, the efcrivan of the fbi^, beifi^ 
on board, deiircd we would fell faicn the Jefa» 
Maria, which we agreed to, and fent him on 
Ihore to raile the mooey for that purpose j snd 
at night he came off with another Spamlh' gen^ 
tleman, and brought us a fetter of advice irota 
the Gov'ernor on fhore, lignifying that there 
was a treaty of peace on foot between their Bri- 
Ganntc and Catholic Majeftie^ which was what 
wc had not before beard of. Howevfr^ I foM 
to the Governor, fignifying that I fliouM-be 
very ^lad to fee the proclamation ifld Alietea j 
and that thereupon, I Ihould be ready -to bhef 
the commands of my Sovereign ; fo ■ *e cMii 
to an agreement with the Govertioir to lye ih riiri! 
road till he fent to Goatimala, 50 leagues dtf- 
tant, for thofe papers, provided he ^ould fiip^ 

ply 
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^\y us -vrich yaccr anfl p^Qvifipns. On the 5th 
■flf Ap!;il, thp GpvfirnQr fent fln board two 
pitpeis, which, by t()e b^ft iat^rpretMion ws 
coi^ ^^.thcip, did nqt appear 10 us {o be iq 
«tK: i'oj'jD.of .prqclaoiAciQiv. We told tbol^ who 
ba>i;ight tbe papei^ aboard, shat .we wer« ia 
great vaac ctf an intecpveter ; upon which they 
Ivd, «bete v^m fwne ^ngUfhiQcn 9t GuatU 
snala, whom th^ would fend for, if we would 
JUy ittrce.^^rs ior them, and that they wouM 
iupplf us yfith water and provifions till that 
time } .which we agreedto, and they defired wc 
would fend our boat on (hore every morning for 
sbe-fupplf. Accfirdingty, on the 7th of April, 
,we ieqcour boat on flv>te withMr. Brookj> our 
£fft JHt^meoaat, and five .men. This officer, 
mqi, ,apd ^^ the.Qovernor detained under a 
flag ,tif truce, .and, at ni^t, fent off a fmall 
lipat, wjWi.t^yrp.of.ourmen, with>a letter from 
:bimfelf, j»od another Irom Mr. Brooks. His 
Jetter jigai&cd,.liiat, if kc did not deltver up 
our.ihip.to him, lu; would declare us. pirates. 
And Mr..BDOoks, by his, informed me, that it 
■waa iiis.opimon, that.the.Goveroor.wasendea- 
vooriog.to bully me uit^a a furrender, having 
•ipokeo very ambiguouQy of a cefiation of arms .: 
aotwithftanding whi«h, i ^nt the Governors 
■letter, figaifying, that, if we cputd be fecured 
<tf a fafe aod Hire condudt for ourfelves and ef- 
'£eSts to Panama, and from thence, by the way 
^ Porto Bello, be conveyed to any of our 
Bricifh planutions, we would come to a farther 
E e 2 treaty i 
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treaty t which if he intended, he was ddlred to 
fignify it by Bring two guns as foon as he had 
received this advice, and by fending batk tny 
officer and men j if not, necefficy would oblige us 
to fail. At three in the morning, (the Governor 
having Ihewn no lignal, nor fcnt any word) we 
weighed our anchor, yet lay to in the bay till 
ten, but then made fail, being forced thereto for 
want of water ■, having, however, no other in- 
tent, ia cafe of the certainty of a peace, than 
to deliver up the Ihip we were now in at tbc 
fif ft convenient pore, as was 0gnificd to the Go- 
vernor by letter. 

Being now got out to fca, wo reduced our- 
lelves to a pint of water for 24 hours each man, 
unddireded our courfe for the gulph of Ama* 
pala, which was about 35 leagues to theE.S.H, 
of this place, in order to get a frefh fupply. 
The )ofs of my officer and boat's crew, fenfibl^ 
dimini&ed the number of white faces, and wo 
ihould have been fo much weakened by it, that 
we (hould never have been abte to manage this 
great fbip, with her heavy cotton fails, if we 
had not taken with us our negro primers, wJw 
proved to be very good failors. The I0& of 
our boat was atfo a very great incoovenicDce to 
ys; but as I only thvught of taking water 
raough to carry us to Panama where we were 
fully relblved to furrender, if ii mu (cal]|r 
peace, I im^ined we might make Ibift without 
her, and get fuch a quantity as wc might waac 
jn two or three djiys (ime. 
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Tbe winds were favouraUe, and we arrived 
there on the tenth following in the evening. As 
foon as we had entered the gulph we found our- 
felvcs in the midft of feveral fnuU iflands, one 
of which was the ifland of Tygers, where we 
expefted to Bnd water ; but our ezpcftatioat 
proved vain, for, after \ hazardous and fruitldf- 
fearch not only on that, but on Ibme of tbe 
greeoeft of the other ifles, there was not the 
leaft drop of frefh Water to be found, by us* on 
any of them. 

In this miferabte condition, threatened on alt 
fides with inevitable defiruftion, unfit for the 
■fea, fearful of trufting oorfclvcs in the cruel 
hands of the inhabitants on the fliore, quite dif- 
piriced by the continued courfe of misfortunes 
which had hitherto been our conftant atten- 
dants ; but, above all, lamenting this unhappjr 
baulk in not finding water where we fo much 
expected it, which had reduced us to fuch extre- 
mities as we had never known before ) in Ibort^ 
ready to fink under the burden of our calami- 
ties, we weighed our anchor on the 13th <tf 
April before day-break, and ftood out from 
-this gulph. And now having the open (ea be- 
fore us, I brought my people in general to an 
obftinatc refolution not to furrender on thb 
part of the coafb, let the-confcquences be ever 
lb miferable. Upon this unanimous agreement, 
i^ith not 40 gallons of water in the ihip, and 
.ao other liquids to fupply the want of it, we 
•««mc to fo Imall »a allowance as half a pint of 
VAtex 
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ffater fo^ tA, ;h{>u^ ; god cvea tlf^ ^OiYrqnce 
f ds rai;tie,riw i«g?. tt^weibeing ne j^fwc, ,^ji| 
9^ Jtncff «f, i)i!he.« >te cquld get aw .^iTfire, 
|u:»rer thaaQuibo, u>^)iicb itljind, ^bpu^ aoo 
teggues dift^c from v^* we Ibaped.our cp^rfe, 
(am: ihliving v<;rjr untjeci^iH ;ViiiQds aod [^ath<;r, 
Vv jjrerf i;g,4fiys.4tirfiis.ay(twi>ce. rOviriitS'^- 
itigs i'ropi :tbe rtVtrSRiitjr f>f 'thir^ ve h^rd^ t^ 
|te (loacqitvwdj rfo^e dr^n^c j^Uek on^ wat» t^ 
llB^Lttv.bi;irmngh^t .within (heni, but though 
this moiftcned their mouths, it ipcFcaiedtttcir 
imfflt7iJfome;^«i^'lar|;e draughts (^iea-!«fater> 
<ffj)icb ,w49 ,near putting a jieriod to their lives % 
p>h\^ «thei!9 eat juft enough «f the caUvapces 
-jpQift«fwd wKh water ,t» iuliain life, apd -tbefe 
^ugered the le^ft. 

jAt Wngth we were fort^nattjly re|i<;vetl, bjr 
-lairing in M^exp^^edly with the fQand of CaoOb 
in:l(it. 9:deg. ^f. where fccinga rgji pf w^er* Mr. 
JEtftod^ll. .^ilhopt divsading the dangerpus furf, 
P«Qi<M^hr<H)gh the beakers, apd, tp the unfp^ak- 
A^c joy <ii all riie company, foop returned <m 
i^^rd fvieh. 'his jars filled; but as he cpuld not 
it^H^ ofiT now than 60 or 70 gallpos, 1 t9<^ 
Xj^n<iftV^mo.o*x people in the ufe of |t, alloor- 
(iQg{o each men only ^a quart for their inune;. 
.■dnte.ule: and I wasthemoreftriAin thlsdilbi- 
■Iwtiofl, becaufe Mr.£.andaU afiiired iae, tbc 
,hwiSiiV^V9n fodioguousishat he belierai flue 
ffbeujd notbcable to getxt any more. 

^ng wtUiogi however, toinalceanothcrtnalj 

ilncsttc^y ieac^the bMtlwun, e& endoavoar » 

procure 
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|ffOcuT« tffofther fuftply v but, *fiitf Wttfflb^the 
vNofe dMjr in feaTchof a fMMthte-Kt^ttfjMA 
upon, he could MC fe^ onef^ «iMn<h« durft 
^m«fl <rri ftoK. Tiitxtif&tti i^9Muf)g iM had 

«d aiitifttor^ aftiii tA ranging tte ifldnd ( ««tdfM- 
ttflf <^fe6V«^ed^fmoep)Jh b«aclTj wheM -die-liV- 
H« bfOdfi ^ingon fhWI<, fhtf eMW fiUdl^riititojar^ 
which ksftgd till wWArrfirddaiQutfoa, whei«iri 
Tntiibted- at the Ibfiie pbc^ «k; hod N^w a^ 
f:h]6retl sebefor&; .Hc«e wecoAfutrcd'aliiEmt fui- 
reiMerin^ ourfelves to: the Spaniardi^. bcmg 
witidn 8& leagaes «f Fanamav a place ctf litilfc 
or ao flrcngch- Eofwardsi the feo, ahd bat Iktle 
fveqobnted bf the «oeBi]p's.ihi|s of. war, wh«t 
we could treat with .iHenx at a, diftakiei- Jrid bk 
tf uty ifl£[»rfined honir aflwrs ftood ^in .£wAt>a 
Puriog o4f detifberitiojis «e woet^ed jtod irv^ 
i^ed at leKure ; Ht)d fone feaichtid. the woodt 
for fruits to refreSi us, by way of pt%vehtiOn 
agiinH: the fcurvy^ which we had. beog; jiU ^long; 
lefs fubjeft to than any fbipl ever r4w!:Pr htard 
t^ in fucb long runst .Thofe wha 9eie thm 
iifefuUy employed broi^ht us papfUi guajrftvJUk 
caSia, limes, and a fmall kind of witiie four 
plumb, which was much eaten and adriilrcd bf 
jHoftofus} but, by its ndlent operatioo, it ptfE 
% ftep to our proceolings for foihe d^s. Hewv 
ever, we foon recovered, without si^ bad fymp^ 
toms, and made an end of wooding and water- 
ii^and fet fitiU fully determined to fufrcoder a£ 
Panama. In our way we pafled by a great many 
imali 
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JinaU UUudsi but the moft cemaf kablc are, Moik 
Ctiola* Scbaco, and cbe iOeof Ficara, which Uet 
on the H^ern fide of Quibo. 

May I j, a fowll back, ukiog us fOT Spaniards* 
bore down to us» the m^er of which was io the 
gteaceftconfternaUDawbcn he found his mtftak^ 
but recovered whin he heard we were bound for 
Fananu to furrender, and readily o&red his pikx 
thither, iiis refiel, called the Holy Sacrament^ 
beii^ bound to that pore, laden with dried bee^ 
pork, and live h<^, which, as (he was leaky, 
lie dcficed chat I would take io tow. I was glad 
this bark fell into ourJi^ds, and readily conii* 
fdied with his requeft, becauie, if we found the 
Governor of Sonicate's account to be falfe, we 
might be thoroughly enabled by thu help to go 
to India. In die mean while, it bad ranained a 
pdnt y«c undetermined, who fiiould be cbe pcr- 
, iOD eatrufted with the Bag of crucej for my peo- 
ple, having known much'tieachery, were appre- 
henfive the pcrfon fent would only, or chieSy, 
make good hisown cafe and diac of his friends 
to the Governor, and not care what became 
of the common men. At Uft, my fon was 
judged the fitteft to go, as he would furely re- 
turn, if it were purely for my fake. Other dif- 
ficulties were ftarted that could not fo eafily be 
removed, notwithftandiug which, we kept on 
our way, fully fixed in our refolucion. 

May I y^ another fmall bark came down upon 

us, buc having flood pretty near to us, Ihe bore 

awi^ again, aud ran on Qiore diredty, at the h^ 

zan) 
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K»d of (be lives of every ibut on board. Thia 
-Unaccoontable behaviour, gave us good reiioa id 
believe, that the governor of Sonfonnatc*s ac- 
i^unt of a ccfTation of arms was groundlefs. 

May 1 9» we faw a fail a-head of Us, ftaading 
aloiig (hore, and being defiroud of fpeaking with 
tKE, I let igo the bark ^e had in cow, and made 
all the fail we could after her. We giincd very 
little upon her all the day ; biit had, neverthe- 
kfs^^ta great way a-head of our bark, wherciri 
WCTcfoarof our own people and five Spaniards. 
How&vert itotwidi Handing night came on, all 
bur fail was kfcpt abroittl, and next morning we 
*Me within ^n-flltit ttf her. I immediately or- 
dered our celobrs to be Ipread, fired a gun to 
l£e«rard, and let a man to wave a Bag of truce i 
but, on fight of otlr Etiglifh enfign, ihe fired at 
tis, and fo continued to do, with her decks fufl 
Of men, abafing ua with the grofleft appellations. 
I made nd return until I came clofe upon their 
^nancti and then I fent one of their countrymell 
to the bowipHc end, to infdrm them in Spanifb*' 
that we were bound to Panama^ 2nd difired to' 
tteit peaceably with thfcm, aifd hopedj at leaft, 
they wdUld have fome regard to the white Sag 
^hich thcf iaw fijring i btrt iltey ftill continued 
their fire ; and prefuming, as I fuppofed,- by our 
qyiec behaviourj that we were Unable to defend 
-burfclves, tfaey werepreparing to board us, Whiclr 
I Qofooffer ptirctived than i met them with our 
helm, and gave them fo Warm a falute, that they 
fteCrBd round off ftom us. Wejaft milTed get- 

T«.II. F f ting 
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' tirg hold of them, but it falling-almoft imme- 
diately calm, we continued our engagement for 
the fpace of two or three hours at the dtftance 
of mufquet-[hot. At length, a breeze wafting us 
nearer to them, we found that as faft as we ap- 
proached, fo fait did their courage cool. Their 
Captain, however, ftil) bravely encouraging his 
people, and expofing himfelf in the openeft 
manner, was (hot through the body, and drop- 
ped down dead -, upon which they immediately, 
and with one voice, cried out for quarter, and 
put an end to the difpute. Mr. Randall, and 
two or three more, went on board the prize, and 
found the prifoners in the moft fubmiffive pot 
ture, alking for mercy, which was granted, 
though they had no great reafon to expert it, 
after their direct breach of the laws of arms and 
nations in firing at a 3ag of truce. 

The moftconfiderable pcifoDers,bcing.brought 
on board, informed me, that their fliip, called the 
Conception deRecova, belonging to Callao, was 
of the burthen of 200 tons, and laden wtth-Sour, 
loaves of fugar, bales of boxes of malmalade, 
jars of prelervcd peaches, grapes, limes, and die 
like, mounted fix guns, and had 70 odd mep on 
board. In this etigagement, the S[»iitfli Cap- 
tain and a negroe were killed, and pne or two 
nightly wounded. On our part, our gunner was 
(lightly wounded by a piftol ball, and our maio- 
maft had a fmall piece carried out of the fide of 
it. We had now about 80 priibners of all co- 
lours, though we ourlelves were not above 36^ 
AnODgft 
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Amongft our prifoners we had feveral of note, 
particularly Don Baltazzar dc Abarca, Conde de 
RoTa, an ^rppean nobleman, who had beeen Go- 
vernor of^ifco, apd was now upon his return to 
Spain, together with Captain Morel, who had 
formerly been taken by Captain Rogers. Thejr 
were all treated with the utmoft civility, which 
they the n^re wondered at, becaufe, from a felf- 
convi£tion' of their own ungenerous behaviour 
towards us, they could not but expcA to iiavc 
been dealt with quite otherwife. 

The winds and caltns prevented our joining 
tine Holy Sacrament, the prize we had left be- 
hind us, till May iz, when we bore down to her, 
and were fiirprized to Bnd no foul on board, but 
that her decks and quarters were covered with 
blood. By many circumftances it plainly ap- 
peared, that the Spanilh crew had butchered 
thofe who were left to aCBft them, while they 
were afleep ; otherwife it could not have hap- 
pened, that five unarmed Spaniards could have 
overpowered four Engliftimen completely pre- 
luded with arms for their defence. It is very 
probable, however, that thefe murderers paid 
with their lives, the lofs of tfaofe lives they had 
taken away } for, being above four leagues from 
the land, and having no boat wich them, they 
probably jumped into the Tea on our approach, 
fearing, if they fell into our hands, to meet the 
vengeance due for fo horrid a crime. Thatpattof 
the deck which was dyed with gore they endea- 
voured ' to cover, by throwing the flocks and 
F f « fluSings 
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ftqffingsof bedsaveriC} fbthatttUithejewcfp 
retnoyed, the blood was hoc to be feen. 

This tragical Accident putadatnpto the.ptca*- 
fure we hid enjoyed for a day or. two'paft'<on-thfr 
account-of our late pri^e. Ogr prifoner;, atTucI);' 
a fad and fudden change, began. tobeaUnned, 
and looked ac oac anocber as. if (Key all: at' 
peded.to be che vi&itnsof oqr revenge- upQtf' 
this unhappy, occafion. On the otb«r.handf h 
was fearful lelt thefe apprehenfions fhouldurgft- 
fhem to fome defperate attempt, they being 4to 
in number, and we noc abov« 170H board <^ 
ourownlbip, and, wtjen we w^ ^11 tctgetheF, 
not above 25 that could •ftand to ^fms. la- this 
dilemma> I- ordered all thcprifencra-into-tht- 
fiem-gallery, except the oot^eman, andfome-<^- 
thc chief oncers, and a guard tc^ beliept i» the- 
great cabbin. 

TheSpanifh gcutlcmcHobfeFvingthis, let/all- 
fome exprelHons whereby Lpo-ceited th^ were 
afraid I intended to proceed to feverities towards • 
their pet^le; but laJObtedthemy that, ifl»as 
pf fo revengeful a nature, the laws of my coun- 
tiy forbad me frpm indulging it; thaitaitedt 
under my King's conuniOion % and that the na^ 
tural abhorrence our nation had to barbarity, 
might quiet their fears, and make them perfeft- ' 
In eafy, They then, on their part» injhc moftj 
folemn manner difdaimed the very thought of- 
«□ attempt upwi our Jiyrs ; and aflbrcd |bs, on 
their honour, that they thought they iOwuId' 
qeycf bf ablp fp make a juft t«urn for th? 
generous 
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gfnicRiusitrBittiMiit^thKin bsd* tnttrwittn Ic was, 
boncvor, pfndent::ni>il£curs!Ourpi'ifAners:of the.- 
paeaaoR fort, aid vhcn^ we ludc fa dma^ we- 
hanlodc the Q<^1* Sacrttment. along-fide- of. ut^. 
Shewas'tl^f full of'^vter; aod;iiie.gt«atcfi pace 
Qf> herdfied \xef- vas\wctaifid> ffrail«id,.but alt 
that- was' not-da(naged:we teoU out^ togetbccr 
mtb- fetricJiv^-lc^K We-^fetoote our-of : the? 
Cbnce[UKif»'a <t wjt«mentb*j ' prov tfiinJof t bread^ 
0tMr^ fugar and iWeetmeacst and^a Ifteprgpa*- 
tioBJ^u-- tbo SqcccTsy whom IieK|a6t:ed tofinillaci 
ttaC'lVes-AAriaa^' being then > a- flraogw to GiipU' 
psrcoB's faithMs driitnioih I' likewife< toolEt 
front- tlgfein th«t' Utmch- afld- tiim' ncgroCB i 
fbr coBAQoing- we' had a~ lai^& fflip)- and: a: 
r«n-of'i75degre«-of-'longii«de-tofwl,' whtcl^ 
Vwa^litttelefitbanhftlfway round %he worlds I 
(Ifotsght we ceuld d^ no other than- reinforce 
oorfeitowith-thefiJ^-Wacks; who-are-common- 
IfgoodTaHor* in- thefe parts; and; indeedi wc 
afttrwardff found -weftibald-nerer-have reaeh^ 
jhc coaftis of- Afia without them. 

Th\]S having fupplied ourfehcs with ereiy. 
-fhing the Cdriception afforded; I-fufitred oor 
prifoners to. return to' their own lhi|S again i but 
the chief of them would not leave me till they 
had 'drawn up a writings which they Iigned^ 
whereby they acknowledged ' the circumftances 
pf our engagement, in the manner I have already 
related. . In fliort,. no people, drcumdahced as 
ie«wew> .could part in a more friendly manner 
fhan yip di(]. Thus 
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Thus wereweput by oardcfignof furrendering^ 
and were going to undertake a long and hazar- 
dous voyage co A(U< Our ftrength was bid^ 
confiderably augmented, for we had now 15 
guns, and ammunition enough to fupply them. 

Before we proceeded aay farther, it was necef- 
Utiy to gee in a full Hock of water. The illand 
of Quibo was hazardous for us, being too near 
Panama; it was therefore determined to pty up to 
Caiio,wbeK> having a good boat, we foon did our 
bufinefs. In our paflage tluther, the fwcetmeats 
ti all kinds, which we had taken out <^ our 
late prize, were divided among the me^. It 
happened tbac one of the fellows, one day, com- 
phdned he had a box of malmabde which he 
could not ftick his knife into, and ddired it 
might be changed. I opened it, and found in 
it a cake c^ vii^in filver, moulded 00 purpofe 
to 611 fuch boxes, and being very porous, it 
was of near the fame weight of fo much mar- 
malade. In overhauling the reft, we ibund five 
mote of thefe boxes. This was a contrivance 
to defraud the King of Spain of his fifths, which 
be claims in all the filver taken out of any t£ 
the mines in Peru. We doubtlefs left a great 
many of thcfe boxes behind us, fo that this de- 
ceit icrved them in a double capacity, to d^raud 
their, king's officers, and blind their enemies. 
An afiair as vexatious as this, is faid to have 
been difcovered 0x1 late on board a prize the 
Succels had taken, where they found a very 
cOnfiderablg 
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cooGdcrabk quantity of Pinna's or virgin Qlveri 
in cbe form of bricks* very artfully plaiftered 
over with clay« and dried in tlic fun, which be- 
ing all the confiftence they give their bricks in 
that country, they were uken to be really fuch> 
and ^Igreat number of them were thrown over- 
board as fo much rubbilb, without any difco- 
very of what they were, till the four or five 
laft pieces. How true this may be I can't fay, 
but it was reported to be, as matter of fa^ by 
feveral of the officers belonging to Captain 
Clipperton. 

I muft here obferve, that every thing we twk. 
m the Conception was divided among us ac- 
cording to the Juan Fernandian articles, and 
that I had no more than 0z inHead of lixty 
ffaares: They would not fo much as allow me 
the money I had laid out at St. Catherine's, which 
was upwards of a hundred pounds. 1 had fome 
difficulty to perfuade them to run to the north- 
ward fo far as California ; and was obliged to 
ufe many arguments to prevail upon them to 
believe that the harbour of Puerto Seguro was 
the only port c^ fecurity where we could fafe- 
ly lay down and refit our fhip ; but having ac 
laft obtained their confents, I weighed from 
Cano, fteering to the northward, and had fa- 
vourable gales for 48 hours ; but then came on 
.the conlUnt, or what may be called the trade 
wind on this coall, which being as contrary to 
us as they well could be, I was willing to try 
how iar off thefe winds might prevail, wMch, 
in 
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in mf opimea, xaxf be oaifed difc cdd; «f :tliig 
true trade wind, wfadfe caacfeinaip be ipcFrerced 
ixf the ,hitesp9fidoii of tbis vaft <BDfiiu«iROus 
coBimeiic. 

-60 lei^imi we i>ai Ugbc winds and vamble, mA 
that, at she diftsncc of betveai ^o aiid 9o 
leagiici, it fettled at £. N. £. ad N, E. f 
CherciftR kopc at tliia diftanc« trom tiK l«nd 
tilt «e tiad ron up Co tlic faeigln «( 20 4JegfeM 
■writu bi all this jiaiTage, we were not in tlie 
leaft fenfible of any currents, and enttitly tmt of 
the way of certain npCngs xiid mratalh of wa- 
tOy whlcii «c frequently met with nbattrw tht: 
i«nd, atxl whach ottca furprtzed us when <Wg 
mre becalmed 10 deep water. 

In this paflage ne were accoHipanied ^y\aA 
ihoak of fiflo, aad were cominaally tncominodetl 
bf BumcEous flocks of die birds i^itd boobitis, 
aujciog oar fliip thdr refiiog places whicli 
iboled our yards and deck with their dung ^ 
fall as vc oould clean tlieih. H9w«v«ri fyi 
change of diet, tame of ir^ pec^ made ra- 
gouts of them, and the faxfakers riiadtf tteitii 
for their pipes of their long wing>bohta. 

We fell in with C^ Cn»efites in the begirt- 
niog of the month of Aoguft, and were carriai 
away to the iflaods called the Tte% Marias, by 
a hard gale at fonth, and canie to an anchw 
Bnder the leeof the middlcmoft tff theft iflafid*^ 
bat could fee no fign of the Succefs haviflgbeert 
th«f«. After a tediow fearch oa all the tbr«e 
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tfiands for frefh trater, there was nothing like a 
ftream of it that we could find. This was the 
more aftonifliing to us, as one of two of our 
late rtavigators have reported that frefh water is 
to be found there in fufficicnt plenty. It may 
have been fo when they were there; but we 
Were unfortunate enough to feekj when none 
was to be found. 

After emplpying three days in a fruifleft 
fearch, I ftrctched over for the coaft of Cali- , 
fornia, arid arrived there on the 1 ith of Auguft. 
The inhabitants, as foon as they difcorercd us, 
made fires atl along the fiiore as the fhrp ran by 
them i and, towards the evening, it falling cahn, 
two of them came off to us on a bark-log, but 
Wer* a long rime before they would accept of 
our invitation to come 6n board of us; At 
length* they ventured in ; when,- in a moment, 
feting Dor blacks promifcuoufly Handing toge- 
tiier with us white men, they, with very angry 
CDUtirenances, feparatcd them from, us, and 
Would hardly fufitr them to look at us/ They 
talked t6 us with great vehemence, but wi could 
compfehend nothingmore of their meaning, than 
that they rejoiced to fce us. Night coming on, 
they took their leave, artd *e gave them a knife 
6t two, an old coat, and fo'rae other trifles, 
which feemed to pleafe thetii Viry wcH. ' They 
exprefled themfelves by fi^ria in liich a miWner, 
liiat we cguld guefs they give us repeated invi- 
tations to go on ftiore with them. 

Vol*. II. G g Oq 
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On Sunday the 1 3th of Augult» at day- break, 
we found ourfelves near Puerto Scguro, which 
may be readily known by three white rocks, 
not much unlike the Needles of the IQe cf 
Wigh^ and you muft keep dofe on board the. 
outermoft to fetch into the bay. We enKred 
Puerto Seguro, furrounded by numbers of ImaU 
embarkations of the inhabitants, while the fliore» 
on all (ides, was croudcd with Indians, whofe 
numbers viCbly increafed by multitudes which 
flocked together from the adjacent parts. Our 
anchor was no fooner doyvn, than they came off 
to us in flioals^ fotnc few on their bark-k^s* 
but mott of them fwimming, talking and call- 
ing out to one another in a noify and confulcd 
manner* but fuch as plainly fliewed how defirous 
they were to come to us. Our fhip was in an 
infant full of thcfe fwarthy gentlemen quite 
ftaked* and among!! the reft was their King, or 
Chlef-mani who, unexpetftedly, delivered to me 
his batoon, or enlign of royalty, which I imme- 
diately returned to him. This man, notwilh* 
Handing the wildncfs of his appearance to us, 
had a good countenance, and bis behaviour had 
fomething that was very engaging in it. I was« 
at firA, at a lofs to know how to entertain our 
numerous guefts, but at length I thought of r^ 
galing them with fome of our liquid fwcetmeats, 
which we had in great plenty. This they liked 
extremely, and the fpoons, which were moftly 
lilver, they returned with great honcfty. 

Having 
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Having thus commenced a friendlhip with 
them, at day-break next morning our boat 
went on Ihore to cut wood and fill water} and 
before the fun was up, we were again crouded 
with our former guefts, who feemed as if they 
' could never be weary of gazing at us. To keep 
up the amity we had already contrafted with 
chem, I ordered a great boiier to be carried oa 
fhore, with good (lore of flour and fugar, and 
a negroe cook, who was continually boiling of 
hafty pudding for the numbers of fpedators 
on the beach } and it really behoved us to en- 
deavour to keep in their favour, for on feeing a 
few of our men rolling great and cumberlbme 
calks of water over the heavy fand, it inclined 
them to help us. To this may be added, a fenfe 
pf the kuid treatment they met with from UJ, 
and the particular readinefs of their chief to 
ferve us, by (hewing his people a good example i 
for, after Mr. Randall, my Lieutenant, he him- 
fe\f took up the fecond log of wood to carry to 
(he boat, and was immediately followed by two 
or three hundred of them, who, encouraged by 
hU example, all took to the work, repaying our 
civilities with their ferviccs, and every day they 
feemed more and more fond of us. 

Mean while, the rumour of our arrival was 
fpread through all the neighbouring parts, and 
ibme of the clans, diSerent from thofe who in* 
habited the Ihores, came daily to take a view of 
vs. Thofe who came from any diftance in the 
(0ui)try could not fwim ; and that thry were dif* 
G g 2 fcrent 
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&rent (torn thc^e we had fiiil feen on ourairiv^I 
here, appeared by their manner of painting 
themfelvea, and by other little diftintaioiu 
which were vifible amonglt them } but they all 
united to aOill us, nor were any of them idle 
, but the wonKn, who ufed to fit iii companies 
on the fcorching fand, waiting for their fliare <^ 
what was going forward, which they ufol to re- 
ceive very thankfully and without qgarrelli:^. 

Having done all 'oqr buGncfs here, in th^ 
fpace of five days, on the i8th of August in 
the morning, w«: prepared for our departure iq 
the afternoon. We employed the morning, in 
making a large diflribution of fugar amongf^ 
the women. To the men we gave a great many 
l^nives, old axes, and old iron, which we had 
taken in our prizes. Thefe wer? the moft ufe^ 
ful things tq them, and of. which they flood 
molt in need ; in return for which, fome of 
them gave us bows and arrows, deer-fkin b^s* 
live foxes', fquirrels, and tlie like, Great many 
of the men ftaid in the Ihtp all the while we 
were purchaiing our anchor, aiid it was not till 
we were under weigh that they all jumped pverr 
board to join in the lamentations tif their cowl's 
frymen on Ihore. ' 

The men jn this fouthern part of CalifiwDia, 
are call, ilraight, and well made-, their limbs 
are large, their hair coarfe and black, and baret 
Jy reaches down to their (houlders. Their women 
are of a much fmaller lize ; their hair is mucf^ 
longer than the mens, and with (t fome p£ their 
|i»ce« 
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^es are almoft covered. The mea go quice 
naked, and have not the leaft thing to cover aojr 
part of theiD, exoepi their heads, round whicb 
they wear a b^nd of red ^nd white Hlk-grafs* 
^dorned on each Ude with x tuft of hawk's fea- 
thers. The women, on the contrary, wear a 
thick fringe of filk-grals, which hangs down tp 
their knees, and have either a deer's Ikin, or the 
Ikin of a large biid, c^i^lelly wrapped over their 
Ihoulders. 

Nothing C3n be oioie wild and favage to look 
at, than thefc popple at firft fight : but there is > 
a wide difference between what they (eem, and 
what they really are ; for, by all we could dif> 
Cern in their behavibqr towards one another. 
And .in their deportment towards us, they are 
iendued with great good nature. 

They feem to lead a carelefs life, and to en-' 
joy every thing in common amongft theoi; and. 
paTing nothing but their daily food to provid^ 
fhey are grangers to thofe numerous grati- 
fications, the wane of which multiply diftre0es 
ftmong nations more civilized and more refined. 
Their contentment makes them honcft, for they ■ 
never offered to fieal even the things moft ufe- 
ful to them. In a word^hey feem to pafs their 
Jives, according to the notioni we have of the 
rpurcft fimplicity of theearlieft ages of the world, 
before diicord and contention were heard of a- 
mongH: men. Having no enemies, they liveia 
perfc^ peace and harmony with one another. 
Jlunting and fifliiog are their only employ- 
- mcnts. 
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ments, cxcepc making the inftruments tfacy qie 
in thefe purfuits, which are the fimpleft that can 
be. They have no canoes, and go to fea on bark- 
logs i but they are the moft expert divers I ever 
beheld. By their rimple manner of living, and 
their continual cxercife, they live to a great age ; 
snd yet, what is very furprizing, they do not ap- 
pear to bq very numerous, confidering the extent 
of thar country. Their only enemies are the wild 
beafts, and of thefe there are plenty in the woods 
and forefts. ■ They do not appear to be fojea- 
lotu of their women as they have been reprefent- 
edi for we had the company of fbme hundreds 
of them, young and old, without any reltraiot 
from the men. Two things were remarkable, 
that they never would fuffer us to take fnuff, 
but would earneftly take it from us whenever 
¥re attempted it j nor would they ever fuffer 
Ui to look through a fpying-glafs, which I bad 
frequent rcfort to, to fee how our work of wood- 
ing and watering went on. In thefe two in- 
ftances, they always took upon them to con- 
troul us, and in thefe two only i the caufes of 
which we could never learn. 

They go out to lea on their bark-logs, which 
are only compofed of five logs of a light wood>^ 
made fall to each other by wooden pegs, rowing 
vith a double paddle ; and with their harpoons, 
which are made of a fore of hard wood, they 
ftrike the largeft albicores, and bring thepn in 
when llruck. This was altogether furprizing 
to in, who had So often experienced the (trengtb 
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cf that fi(h, and the difficulty of ^tuog them 
into our {hip, when nther hooked or ftruck. 
One would iinigine, that as foon as thefe Indi- 
ans had ftruck one of thefe albicores, on h'u 
light embarkation, ic would run away with him 
and his bark-log i but they either ftrike them 
ft) as to gi« them fome mortal wound, or hare 
fome particular way of managing them, for 
they ftrugglc and reflft in vain. When we were 
ia this port, it was apparently their Glhing fea- 
Xon i but by the number of deer-lkins one fees 
amongft them, it is natural to conclude they 
have alfo their feafon for hunting. The ikins 
of their deer are grey, and fo are the Ikins of 
their foxes and fquirrels % of all which, it is like- 
ly, they eat indifferently, as of molt other aai-^ 
aials that become their prey. Of birds amongft . 
them we faw fcarce any, but a firw pelicans. 

What thefe Indians ufed inftead of bread is 
very remarkable. It is afmall block feed of-an 
oily fubftance, which they grind much the fame 
way as we do our chocolate, and ^terwards 
make it up in fome fuch manner. The look of 
thefe black lumps or rolls fo made up, is not very 
invitmg, yet the tafte is not very difagrecablc. 
■When they wrant to drink, they go to the river. 
Their arms are bows and arrows. Their bow« 
are about fix fccc in length, and their arrows 
feem to be fomewhat too long fpr their bowsw 
Their bow-ftrings are made tff deer*s.iinews,,aod 
jrtieir arrows are compofed of a hollow cane for 
two. 
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two-thirds' of their length, and the other thil-d 
next the point is of a heavy kind ^f noodj 
which is headed with a piece of flint, and fome- 
rioies with a kind of agate, the edges of whicK 
are indented, or cut in teeth like a faw. Thcf 
made no manner of Ihew of their arms to us« 
and it was rarely that we faw theni in the hands 
of any of the men. The women had them in 
the woods in iearch of gamr» which may be 
thence prefumed to be fome part of their em- 
ployment. Upon the whole, they may be truly 
iaid to be a happy people, 

Aug. 1 8, I failed, as befote-mentioned, froni 
Puerto Saguro, and the famft evening we took 
•our departure from Cape St. Lucar, in latitude 
23 d^. 50 min. N. bound to Canton, in China, 
the moft iikely place wjiere we could hope io 
meet with Englilh fliips horaeward bound fof 
Eurc^. 

' Aug. 9I1 w£ difcovered an ifland beating 
W. S. W. 1 10 leagues diftant froOi CapeSu 
I^ucar. I endeavoured to get' in with it} but 
night conui^ on, I could. not Jofe time to view 
it. - This ifle my people c-alled after my namc^ 
From hence we Aeered gradually into the p^al- 
lel of 13 degl N. but had our way ftopped fpf 
two or three days by weftcrly winds. We werif 
aftoniflied at fuc^ an unforefeen dHay, ahd ]ie* 
gao to dread we might meet with many fiich 
rcwrfes of winds in this paflage j tior'cwiw w« 
ccmjeaurc, or conceive'vrfrat might be tiftfe caoft 
oi^ caufes <;£ ihemt In the t6idftof thi^ the 
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Ufual cradC'Wiod prevailed t^ain« and delivered 
tH from che fears atid apprehenGont we had 
been involved in upon this occafion. With this 
^^e proceeded on our pafTage, keeping the pa« 
1-allet or track of the thirteenth degree of north- 
ern latitude, except when we judged ourfelves 
to be near the fhoals of St. Bartholomew. We 
then ventured to faila degree more northerly, and 
fo continued to do for a. run of 60 or 70 leagues* 

About a fortnight after we had left California^ 
tny people, who had hitherto enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted ftace of health, began to be afflii^ed 
ivith a QckneTs wlvch particularly affe^d their 
ftomachs* This we took to be owing, in a great 
meafufc, to the quantities of fweetmeats they 
ttere continually devouring, together with the 
dried beef, half devoured with ants, cock- 
toacha, and other vermin, which was their daily 
food. This ficknefe increafed every day, info- 
much that, out of our fcnall number, we once 
buried two in one day^ one of whom was John 
Foppleftone, our ingenious armourer, who was 
of fuch ufe to us on the idand of Juan Fernan- 
dez. Before we had ftrctched with favourable . 
g^lea the length of Guam, moft of my people 
were £ck and di&bled, my fhip began to hd 
very leaky, an^, to add Hill to our' misfortunes, 
■we had the ill luck to have one of our pumps 
fplit, and rendered ufelefs. 

Under thefe circumftanccs, we met with black 
and difmal weatherj with tempeftuous winds, 

V0L.U. H h flying 
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fly'ing and vatying all round the compafs. Th'efc 
boifterous gales raifed fuch a tumbling Tea, and 
our (hip laboured fo much in it, that the. knee 
of her head, and the whole beak-head, became 
loofe J fo that the bo.wrprit fetched way, and 
played with the nrotion of the fhip, which ic , 
continued to do all the lime we were out at fca, 
and till we arrived at Canton. Our niain-maft 
flood for fome time without fhrouds on the lar- 
board Gde, till we could unlay our beft cable to . 
make more, having knotted and fpliced the old 
flirouds till our labour was in vain. 

In the midft of all this lickhefs and diftrefs, I 
myfelf was taken violently ill, and had no hope 
to recover till, a fit of the gout gave me fome re- 
lief. Great was our want of every thing fit or ' 
comfortable for perfons in fuch a ftate of fick- 
nels i yet, about the beginning of Oftober, we 
paired by Guam^ and, though upon the very 
brink of perifhing, we dared not venture in, for 
, fear [he Inhabitants Ihould take the advantage 
of' our weaknefs, and make fome attempt upon 
our lives. 

From Guam I direfted my courfc for the 
. ifland of Formofa. And now, though the length 
. of our voyage was decreafing very faft, our Cck- 
nefs was daily increafing upon us in a much 
greater proportion ; and itioft truly ic may be 
laid, that both our fhip and ourfelves were oo 
longer Et for the fea. It was the 3d of No* 
vember before we had light of that ifland, and 
the loth, before we could get any fort of direc- 
tions 
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tions to enable us to reach our intended port. 
At length, as wc were paffing through a very 
narraw channel, between a couple of iflands, a. 
fifberman took notice, by our cautious manner 
of working, that we were Grangers, and made 
ligns to us to bring our Oiip to, till he came up 
with US; when we made him underfiand in 
general, that we were bound to Macao, and he 
made ligns that he would condud us thither, if 
we would give him as many pieces of filver as 
he counted little fi(h out of his bafket, which 
amounted to 40. We accordingly counted out 
40 dollars into a hat, and next day he took us 
in charge, and anchored us fafe in the road of 
Macao, near the entrance of the river of Canton. 
Soon after our arrival, there came off to us a 
great many of the Succefs's people, to make us 
a vifit i I was amazed at the fight of them, and 
was very glad to hear their flory. They faid, 
their Commander, Clipperton, left me defigned- 
lys thatthcy went direftly to Guam, where they 
were very well refrelhcd, and fupplied with pro^ 
virions i that their Captain fold the Governor a 
greu quantity of powder and thot, and feveral 
other valuable things, and permitted the Mar- 
quis of Villa Rocha, who was his prifoner, to go 
on Ihorc there j that Mr. Godfrey the agent, and 
a marine officer, went to fettle the accounts for 
what fupplies of things they had had ; and that, 
AS foon as they were landed, and the boat come 
oBT again. Captain Clipperton weighed with hi^ 
fliip, in order to attack a fbip of 20 guns from 
H h a Manilla, 
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Manilla, that had lain quietly in tbc road in 
company with him all the time : that in ap* 
proa4;hiog her he ran his own flaip upon the 
rocks, and foon found the enemy wju prepared 
for him : that* hi> condition being defpcratt^ 
and fuppofing the lols of his ihip inevitable, ho 
had rccoiufe to his cafe of brandy, and teok So 
abundantly of it, that he fell cm the deck, and 
fnored out his time in a beaftly nunner, wbil4 
his Firft Lieutenant, Davidfon, in his ftead, un- 
dertook the command of the (hip, which be 
bravely executed uU he was kiUedi b« wai 
fucceeded by Captain Cook, their Second Lieu- 
tenant, who made a handlbme refiftantA *i)d 
got the Ihip afloat again, afur flic had lain oa 
the rocks forty-eight luaurs : that they loft 
their prifoner the Marquis de la Rocha, and 
alfo Mr. Godfrey, the agent-general, with the 
officer already mentioned j which gave the fltip^ 
company fo much diflaftc, that they woukl not 
foBer him to have the command of them any 
more, and, locking him up in his cabbJo, chofe 
Captain Cook to take charge of the ihip. 

They had, it feems, much bad weatfaa be* 
tween Guam and Amoy in China, whiiiier 
they got with much difficulty i and there noadc 
a dividend of all they had taken, half to the 
owners, and half to the flap's company. Clip* 
perton defigned for the jlraics of Malacca i but 
his people, feu-ing he had no good intentions, 
would go no farther with him than Macfto, that 
being 4 Chrifliao por;, Vpofi i;heir arrival 
tber& 
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th«», tbc Governor wdercd CKppcrton int* 
cuftody. Ic fecoM he had brake prifba fu- 
lacfly fr(Mn theocf^ where he bad been ax&Bc4 
(as far aa could be learned) on accouH of 
bis having rua awajr with Dan^nei^s coob- 
millioa and one qf his prises ■»' bui upoo pra» 
ducing his Majcfty's cotniniffioa nov for the 
SucccTi) they gave bint no futfaertraoblc^ ayd 
<>nly cootciued theiufelvei vidi Occdi^ bam x 
Iktle. Here he fold lus ibip, the Snccers, te 
Itboui toooL ftcEliBg,-*£Sw:[i ia the accsamK 
^ven by Captain Shdvod(» fiir the informs 
twn* as be fays, oS the^gentlcmeft-owDers, w&o 
wiU never, eubcr ptibHcklr oc prmtdjr, be let 
into the truth of iJuc Aocyr.) 

fiat to go oit» No?. IS, about noon, a pikt 
caon off to us, and we immediate^ weighed, 
and m!>red the river of Canton, where^ finding 
tbc Boaita and Haftii^, two Englilh country- 
fliipSi I anchored, and lent off an officer, to 
dcfirc nhcm to inftni^ ua bow to beharv our- 
fltlrea. in this, pore, aod to acqunnr om wi«b tbc 
coftoma of h. To this they anfwered, that, 
fitnoe the Cadogan and Frances, two EoropeMi 
-Engliflillupa were tyiag at Wampo^ they would 
advife me to iiend up to their factories at Caaton, 
to acquaint them of our arrival, and with the 
rsafons vfaicfa obliged 016 to come into that 
river, which I accordingly did the next day. I 
^ now tbo^Iu I was going to reft a little from 
Oif labours 1 but, to my mitfortune, I ftiffered 
II mvch b^O) all circumftRiKei confidered, as 
I had 
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I had in any former part of my voyage i for the 
evening we anchored at Wampo, where tht 
Englilb fhips commonly lie, there happened an 
accident which gave occalion to much trouble. 
One of my men, being in a hurry to remove His 
tSc&a on board the Bonita, in order to go in 
her to Fore St. George, the Bonita's boat was, 
in her way to their Ihip, purfued by a Hoppo^ 
or cuftom-houfe boar, who wanted to fearch 
her. The fellow, being in liquor, and fearing 
they would cake away the filver he had with 
faim, fired a mufquee at the purfuers, and killed 
the officer. Early the next morning, the corpfe 
was laid at thedoor of one of the EnglUh houfes 
or factories, where Chinefe officers, appointed for 
that purpofe, waited for the firft confiderable 
Engliffiman that Ihould come out, without any 
regard to whom this adt (^ violence and murder 
was to be imputed. It happened that the Super> 
cargo belonging to the Bonita, was the firft that 
came out^ on him they feizcd, put him in chuns, 
and led him, by way of example, about the fub- 
urbs of Canton. All that could be laid or done 
by the moft confiderable of the Chinefe mer- 
chants who were in commerce with the Eog- 
lilh> availed nothing ; till my man, who com- 
mitted the fadt, was delivered to them, and 
(hen the Bonita's Supercargo was foon after it- 
leafed. 

It is the cuftom in China, at lealt at Canton, . 
to exaft a certain fum of money from all Alps 
that come there, according to their meafure* 

men^ which b divided into rates or portions of 
firft. 
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firft, fecond, and third. I therefore every day 
expeiled the Hoppo (o come to meafurc my 
Ihip, but was given to undedland* that I muft 
go up to Canton before that could be done, 
^ough even at the hazard of my life. I ac- 
cordingly went, and ftaid two days at the Ca- 
dogan*s fa&ory, during which time I was hour- 
ly alarmed by fuch ftories as made me fear that 
X Ihould, indifpofed as I was, be dragged away 
from my bed* and put in irons : but at the 
end of two days, I was obliged to go down 
again to the Qiip, to be prelent at the meafure- 
ment ; and a day afterwards the Hoppo came 
with a numerous retinue, and feemed to do his 
buGnels very quietly, but would not lee me 
know what was the fum he intended to exaft. 
This gave me much trouble, for 1 began to 
chink the Chinefe, through a falle report of our 
great riches, had an intention to gratify their love 
of money by a heavy impoQcion ; and in this I 
was not miftaken. 

I had not been here many days before I was 
deferted by all my officers and fliip's company, 
who were continually employed in removing , 
their eSc€ts from on board my fliip to fome of 
the Europeans, without my knowledge, as I was 
all the time confined to my bed. My officers 
were engaging the Indian gentlemen in their in- 
terelt, and had left me and my fon, with a few 
negroes, to look after the fliip. In fliort, my 
{hip's company bad fo many ways of difpofing 
of their e^£ts, that it was impoffible to oblige 
them 
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them f^ do wAm f frould favrc thought jufticc to 
tke gentleincn in England lod to mjieff. In 
a word, ihey were all foon recovered of their il- 
nefs b^ the affiftaoce tixy net wkh here, and 
were become their own «iaftcrs. The gentle- 
mea who prejided over the trade* fit little cob- 
fidercd our cale, (hat Chey had half a mind to 
R^uTe cue a paflage in one of their Diips -, and* 
IB cfftiA, 1 waa treated 1^ tihetn almoft as one 
enemy might treat another in a neutral port. 

The Captains Hitl and Newfham, when they 
firftcaoK Co (be me, wtx-e aftonifhed at the raia- 
OQs appearance of my {bip •, and vlhen I had 
given them a flion hiftory of my voy age, and 
defired they wonld receive me with my tSe&St 
djey anlwered, that, fince they plainly &w my 
ihip was hi no condition to ftir any farther, upon 
paying our paflage, they would entertain m as 
ibon as we pleafad. This ! depended upon, and 
cxpcded to hare no larriier trouble than to re- 
move ourlelves ataoy tiifle ; button tiie contrary, 
1 fbond that I had tgnorantly applied to the 
wrong perfons, and that my addrcfe fltoald have 
been to the SupercaRgoes. by which means I wa9 
left neglefted, whBe the EngliAi Captains were 
ordered to fall down with their ifaips five or £x 
mites below us. Thus was I left dcftitute in the 
company of five foreign ftiips, who, perceiving 
my own countrymen to be fo carelefe of me, 
were fo kind as to ofii;r me then- fervice, and af- 
fifted me with what they could ; and, had it not 
been for them, Idon*t know what i might have 
^' fufierec^ 
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differed) for I was under perpetual alu-mi that 
the Chinefe had a defign to chop my Ihip, that 
is, to fciee her. 

Having found «iQt my eiror in applymg to 
the Captains, and not ta the Supetcar^DCs, [ 
lefit up a kttA to th^CfH, itot to dcfirs, bat to de- 
mftnd a pallkge for Ak, my Officers, atid Aip's 
company, which I was fenfible they could roc 
refufe, and indeed they did ttot j but their con- 
dert:en{ion was occoinpanied with a charge to 
tht EngiHh Captains, not to reeefre any thing 
bdotigtng to us, ekcept it Was eonfigned to the 
India Company in England. This was a» ar- 
ticle which my peopte utterly rtjefted, vowing 
they would as Ibon throw what they had into 
thefea, as comply with facha demand ; formy 
pan, it gave me no concern, being confcbus to 
myfetf that I had infringed none of their privi- 
leges. At the fame time that 1 was acquainted 
with this inietition of receiving us as paflengers, 
I was alfo informed of the Hoppo's demand for 
anchorage m the river, which was no lefs than 
'6000 tahel ; and, to quidcen me in the payment 
of this exorbitant fum« there was a penalty an- 
nexed to this esctonion of joo additional tahel 
for -every day we failed in the payment of it.' 
In Oiort, there was no means by which I could 
evade this unconfcionable Impc^tioof and as it 
Was a day before T could poQibly fend the 6000 
tahd up to Catiton, l^ey jequired 500 tahel more 
for oegled: of payment % fo that they received 
froth me, upon this extraordinary occafion, the 

yoi.>ii. li full 
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full fum of 6500 tahel, equal to 2 166I. ] 3s. .4d. 
Englifli money. This was, as is apprehended, 
about fix times as much as the Cadogan paid, 
which was the largeft Eoglilh fliip there, and 
meafured a third more than mine. It was now 
high time to get out of my Ihip j but before I 
quitted her, 1 fold her for 2090 tahel, which 
money, and the reft, of my effcfts, were codt 
figned (0 the India Company, 

Towarda the latter end of December, 1732, 
I failed in the Cad(^ai], commanded by Captaia 
John Hill, in company with the Frances, Cap- 
tain JJcwiham, who, failing better than wc, left 
us as ibon as we were out at ki. Captain Hill, 
finding his {hip very lender, put into Batavia*' 
where we continued about 10 days, and were 
informed there were feveral pirates in thofe feaiii 
we, therefore, when we departed from, Bataviai 
joined the Dutch homeward-bound fleet in fiaa- 
tam-bay. , The Dutch pommodore promifed to 
aQift us in wooding and watering at Mew-iQand, 
the water at Batavia being very, bad ; but on oiv 
joining. Cape. New{haai in the ftraits of Sunda^ 
the Dutch m»de that a pretence to leave us be- 
fore we got the length of Mew-iflandi and Capt. 
Ncwftiatn alfp defcrted us (he fame evening, jp 
that we were left to ourfelves. 

■We continued at Mew-i(land fu^ or feven days, 
during which time feveral boajs came to us frogi 
princes- ifland, and brought us turtle, coco^ 
puts, pine-apples, and other fryiis. . 

Sonic of the people having fcen.wild cat^e 
gr^zin^ 
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jgirazing near the ftrand, went on (hore with dtf- 
Ggn to kill them -, but bclbre they had advatio 
ed near enoUgh» they difcovercd a fmall tyger, 
and faw the track of an old dnej upon which 
they retired to the boat. At this place fame of 
the gentlemen belonging to this Ihip, in their 
Outward-bound paflage, faw a rhinoceros. 

From Mew-ifland we had a very pleafant 
paSagb to and about the Cape of Good Hope* 
which, in my opinion, was greatly owing to Cap- 
tain Hill's gotxi conduA, in coming in with the 
land betimes, I itiean upon the eafternmoft pare 
of the banks and keeping a moderate diftance 
from the land. I cannot be pofitive, but I think 
*e never crceedcd a degree in diftancc from it, 
getierally le&, and fometimes even made the 
land itfetf. 

In this courfe, IdotiOtremenlber'thac we took 
In our top-faiU above twice ; once for a fqualt^ 
which Was over in aii hour's time : and,' another 
-timci behg threatened by the^lppearanct: of bad 
Weather, Capt. Hill made all the requifite pre* 
parations to receive it, which dont!, he flood in 
for the land i and. In a few hourS) we had fair 
Weather, a favourable gale, and all our fmall fails 
let, at the faitie time that there remained great 
appearance of foul weather to the fouthward b£ 
iist wliich continued for fevCral d^ys afterwards. 

I have obfenred before, that the Frances and 

the Dutch ffaips had feven days the advantage 

of us, by leaving us in the flraits of Sunda, ncx- 

vtthfi^dlog^ which, we gained the Cape itbouc 

I i a as 
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as fliftny days before tbe Frances, alcbeiigh fiie 
iailcd fo much better than we : and, a> 19 tbc 
Dutch lhips» there w^s b9 app^rasce at all o£ 
tlKir arr-ivai when wc lefi the Cipe..- 

The officers of our fb^. by oatnparuig their 
accounts w^h thefe f>f ioiM of tbe Gentlemen 
belonging iq the Fr^ces, ftiufld that Ac ha4 
foffisred a great deal of b^d wetifher } whilft we, 
. who w^re 10 leagacs, of ^tereabpui, to the 
northward of tbem, or n^rer tiie fiuHre, enjoyed 
fine pleafanc weatlier and fair wind conttnuaUy* 
till we arrived in the Tabk-bay, which wc did 
the latter' end of Mvch. Hus I Ihould think 
of fufficient weight for any other to pi^rfue Ac 
fame track. Here w« found Govomor &>pi), m 
the London Eaft Indiamiui, 40^ othei^, bovod 
for England. 

Whilft «K ky at the C«pQ of Good Hope, 
nothing remarkable «cci4rr«d, ^ai it hfu U^p- 
to ofien 4cfccibed, t^ I c^t) fay nothing (if it • 
that has Dpt been fajd by uieft who tutte beeo 
there beforf* 

Fcom the C^pe of Goo4 Ho(k we )^d •» 
agreeable . pAilage to the ^^ of 3c* f^lait?* 
and. from thence to England. 

We made the LandVead in the latter endof 
July I and, being come into the Bdti&ckuuid. 
met with britk gales from the wcfioro qiMrtcr* 
with thick Aiggy weasfaer. 

On July the 3ocb, in ^ eveniilg; veaa- 

chored under Ekingenefa, and rhe fatiie night 

fcone of die Supercaj^gocs and pa^engBrs, amd 

amongft 
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amongll tbe reft myrdf, hired a fmall Te0el to 
carry us to Dover, where we arrived early the 
next morning, and the fame day proceeded to- 
wards Loodon, where we arrive^ on the f^ft 
of Auguft. 

Thus ended a long and unfortunate voyage 
of three years, fcven jnoaths, and fp^e d»y«4 
after having failed very coqlJdcraWy more ttiaa 
round the circMmference pf the e^irth, and hav- 
ing gone through a great variety of dangers 
and diftreOes, both on fea and Ihore. 



.iiizodbvGoogle 



COMMODOKE ANSO N's 

V O Y A G E 

ROUND THE WORLD. 

WHEN, in the year 1739, the Spanifli 
depredations had roufed the national 
rdentment} and the pacific miniftry who then 
Tcre entrufted with the admin iftration of aSair^, 
found it impoIEble any longer to prevent a war 
with Spain, feveral projefts were propofed, and 
jeveral plans formed, for diftrefling the enemy 
in the moltefiedual manner, by cutting off the 
Tefources by which alone they were encouraged ' 
. <o continue their infults, and by which alone 
they CQuld be enabled to fupport a war. 

Among the reft, two expeditions were planned 
by. Sir Charles Wager, then at the bead of the 
admiralty, and two gentlemen named by him 
for carrying them into esecucion i which were 
no fooner laid before the privy council to be 
examined than they were unahimoufly approved^ 
Captain AnfoDt who was nominated to com> 
mand the one, being out upon a crutfe, a veflel 
was difpatched to order him to return with his - 
Ihip, the Centurion, to Portfmouth j and Mr. 
Cornwall, who was appomted to command the 
other, was acquainted with the honour con- 
ferred upon him, aad direftcd to prepare ac- 
cordingly. 

Tbert 
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There ire not to be found ia the annals of. 
Britain two expeditions, remote in the deftina' 
tioo, yet having a conne^on ope with the other* 
that proniiled equal advantages with thefe to 
the nation, equal honour to the promoters, or 
equal wealth and glory to the commanders : 
but by what fatality thefe expeditions were 
changed, or by what Hate-craft one came to be 
laid afi4e, and the other delayed,— who were the 
traitors that betrayed the fecrct of their dcllina- 
tion, or who the demon of fedui^ion was that, 
perverted the grand defign cb the pitiful purpole 
pf onefingle pilfering projea,— remains ac pre- 
sent among thofe fecrets* which, perhaps, a fe- 
cond Dalrymple, in fome remote period of tim^ 
may difcover i when it will probably appear how- 
much the inSuence of Chilian gold had operated 
in defeating the moft formidable projeft for the 
humiliation of Spain that ever was devifed; 
and how eafy it is for a prime minifter of Eng- 
land, in the plenitude of power, to defeat the 
beft concerted meafures, backed and fupported 
by the King in his council, wheq either prid^ 
envy, avarice, or emulation, may prompt him 
to oppofition. 

The project, as |irft intended, was to. confiit 
of two ftrong fquadrons-, one under Captain 
Anfon was to take on board three, independent 
(Companies of 100 men each, and Bland's regi< 
pienc of foot (who was himfelf to command 
(he land forces), and was to fail with all pof- 
fiblf expedition by the Cape of Good Hope to 
the 
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thfc city of Manilla, in the iQand of LuconU, of 
which city and ifland frequent oieMioii has al- 
Ridy been made in the couife of thit 4/ork t 
while that cohitnanded byCaptairt CornWill.of 
equ&l force, was to proceed round Cape Horn 
into the South Seas, th«-e to range the coafts of 
Chill, Peru, and Mexico ; and when the Com- 
ffiabdet 'in Chief had mkde himfelf matter of 
the rbyal treafures in that quarter, he was then 
to dilrft his courie to the Philippines, and join 
thfc fiiuadron of Captain Anfon. This done, 
dtcy were to &St in cohjuti^tioti, &$ circum* 
fiances fhould arife, or to wait for Mh orders 
frotn Governn«nt t6 proceed on fretti enterr 
prizes. .The reader will perceive, at firft view> 
the vaft importance of this noble undertaking, 
calctdated at once to enrich the nation, and to 
dcterthine the war without the effufion of much 
blood ; for the places intended to be attacked 
"wtn at that dme incapable of reCftance-, and 
as they \ttT6 in poflcfljon of the royal treafuresi 
*fty failure in the retutn of which muft of ne- 
etffity oblige Spain to fue for peace, that 
liau^y nation muft thus have been tiibdued 
without a battle. But pofterity will ftaod amazed 
when dttjr arc told the ifliie of this projcia, on 
'Which Sir Charles Wager was fo inrteht, that, tho* 
it was the ibth of September before Captain 
Anfofl arrived in town, yet by the i«th tie had 
ItCCivied orders to take under bis command the 
At^le, Severn, Pearl, Wagtr, and Trial floop, 
atid to proceed to Visual tlie iamc with the ut- 
moft 
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moft expedition. Before the end of Decembjer 
fuch difpatcb had been made by that vigilant 
officer, that the fliips were in rcadinefs to take 
the troops on boa.rd ; but in January, when 
Captain Anfon attended the Board to receive 
further orders, he was told by Sir Charles, that 
the Manilla expedition was laid afide, for what 
reafonshe knew noc, but that the expedition to 
the South Seas was Hill intended ; and that he 
and his fquadron, as their Br(t deOilnation was 
now countermanded, fliould be employed in 
that fervice. 

According!/ on the 10th of January, 1740, 
he received his commilHon as Commodore ; yet 
it was not till the ioth of June that he obtained 
from the Duke of Ncwcaftle his Majelly's in- 
ftruiftions i and even then fo many obftaclcs 
were thrown in the way, fo many difficulties 
ftarted, and fo miiny delays contrived, that, be- 
fore he was permitted to fail, which was noc 
till the latter end of September, the Spaniards 
were fo well informed of his deGgns, that a 
perfon who had been employed in the South- 
Sea Company's fervice^ arrived from Panama, 
and was able to relate to the Commodore molt 
of the particulars of his strength and deftina- 
tion, from what he had learnt among the mer- 
chants before he left the South-Seas : but a ftill 
more extraordinary proof of their early and 
pcrfeft intelligence was dilcovered afterwards, 
in the courfc of the voyage, when the Pearl, 
being feparated from the refl: of the fquadron. 

Vol. II. K k in 
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in a ftorm, on the coaft of Brazil, felt in with the 
Spanifh Qeet, that, during the unprecedented dc* 
lay, had been purpofely Btted out to ruin the ex- 
pedition, and found Admiral Pifarro fo well in- 
ftrufted in the form and make of Com. Anfon's 
broad pendant, and thofe he employed had imi- 
tated if fo exaftly, that Capt. M itchell, who com- 
manded the Pearl, was decoyed by it within gun- 
(hot, before he was able to difcover his miftake. ' 

All delays being at length overcome, the 
fquadron, confifting of five men of war, a floop 
of war, and two vidlualling fhips, namely, the 
Centurion,, of 60 guns, 400 mien, commanded 
by Captain Anfon, as Commodore j the Glou- 
cefter, of 50 guns, 300 men, of which Richard 
Norris, Efq; was commander ; the Severn, of 
50 guns, 300 men, the Hon. Edward Legg, 
Efq ; Commander j the Pearl, of 40 guns, 250 
men, Matthew Mitchell, Efq-, Commander ; the 
Wager, of 28 guns, i6o men, the Hon. John 
Murray, Commander; two viftuall^rs, the In- 
^uftry and Ann pinks, the targeft of abouc 400* 
and the other about zoo tons burthen ; were or- 
dered to take the troops on board at St. Helen's. 
But how much the numbers, ftrength, and pro- 
bability of fuccefs, of this fquadron, were dimi- 
n'iOied by the various incidents that took place 
in near a twelvemonth's procraftination, may 
fully be conceived by, what has already been 
faid. Had the honourable Board from whence 
the firfl: idea of the expedition originated been 
permitted to dirc<ft, all the old and ordinary 
feamea 
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feamen on boafd the Ihips would have been ex- 
changed for fuch as were young and able } the 
full complement of each Hiip would have been 
inade up ; and the fak provifions which had 
been fo long on board in the Channel would' 
have been remanded on fliore, and fre(h provi- 
fions replaced in their room : but, inftead of 
thcfe ncceffary precautions, the Captains were 
glad to retain their old crews ; the deBciency 
in the numbers of which, amounting to more 
^an 300 men, was no otherwife made up than 
by fending on board about 100 cripples from 
the hofpitaU, and a. party of raw marines who 
had never been at fea before : nor were they 
more fortunate in the change that was made in 
the land-forces ; for, inftead of three indepen- 
dent companies, of 100 men each, and Bland's 
regiment of foot, as firft promifed, they had 
only 400 invalids from Chelfea allotted them, 
one part of whom was incapable of action by 
their age and infirmities, and the other part ufe- 
lefs by [heir ignorance of their duty. But this 
diminution of ftrength was not the greatefl: mif- 
fortune that attended thefe meafures ; the im- 
portance of the time which was wilfully wafted 
was in its confequences the fourcc of all thofe 
calamities to which the enterprize was after- 
wards expofed, by obliging the Commodore to 
make his pafiage round the Cape in the moft 
tempeftuous fealbn, when, as it was forefeen, 
almoft all the invalids, to a man, periihed long 
before they arrived at the place o( aftion, ex- 
K k 2 piring 
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plring in a mod lamencabk condition when they 
came to be attacked with the icurvy, wuh their 
wounds bleeding afrelh, which had been healed 
fome of thetii 20, fome 30, and fome 40 years 
before. 

But tp proceed : Of this voyage there are 
two very authentic and well-written accounts ^ 
one by Fafco Thomas, the mathematical mafter 
on board the Centurion, who failed in her out 
of the Britilh Channel, and returned with hcF 
in fafcty when fbe arrived at Pottfmouth, and 
was an eye-witnefs and careful obfcpver of all 
that paflcd : the other by the Rev. Mr. Richard 
"Walters, Chaplain to the above (hip, who re- 
ceived his materials, and every other alTiftance 
necefiary ta authenticate his narration, from the 
Commander in Chief. 

We have chofen to follow the former in the 
narrative of fads, as molt exaft and kaft liable 
to impofition ; but, in the explanatory part, we 
ftiall copy the latter ; becaufe, though Mr. Tho- 
mas fuffered nothing material that pafled tp 
efcape his notice, there were many things tran- 
' faded, the motives for which he could only 
guefs at } but thefe motives Mr. Walters has, 
by means of the Commodore*^ alBftance, been 
able to explain, 

" Being quite ready about the beginning of 
September, 1740, we put to fea three diflPerent 
times, but were as often put back to the road 
of St. Helen's, by contrary winds and ftormy 
weather. At laft, on Thorfdayi Sept. (8, we 
failed 
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faited in compaay with the Lark and St. Alban's, 
iwo of his Majefty's Ihips, and fcveral merchant- 
Jhips, befides ourownfquadron ; and Saturday 
evening faw fome men-of-war, and a large fleet 
of merchantmen, waiting for us at Torbay. Ac 
one in the afternoon we joined them j and the 
Commodore hoifted his broad pendant, which 
was fainted by all his Majefty's Ihips in the fieec 
with 15 guns each. The King's fliips which 
joined us here were, the Dragon, Chatham, 
'Wiochefter, andSouth-Sea-Caftte, and near 200 
fail -of merchantmen under convoy, fome of 
whom were bound to the Mediterranean, and 
others to feveral parts of North America. We 
had at prelenfrthe command of the whole fleet; 
and this fame afternoon, feeing'a fhlp to the 
ibuth'weft, we made the Dragon a fignal for chal^ 
ing her } but Ihe proved one of our own fhips, 
too far a-head of her ftation. At four this af- 
ternoon,, the Start Point bore from us E. by N, 
at the diftance of eight le^ues. 

Monday the 22d, we faw two fail to the weft-? 
ward, and fent the Trial Sloop to fpeak with 
ihem. They were Dutch fliips bound to Cura- 
foe, with foldiers for their garrifons there. 

Thurfday the 25th, the Winchefter and South- 
Sea-Caftle, with the merchant-ftiips under their 
convoy for Virginia, and other parts of Norths 
America, parted from us, and proceeded on 
their refpe£tive voyages. And Monday the 29th, 
the Dr^n,. Chatham, St. Al ban's, and Lark, 
ffi(h the ijierchant-lhips in their charge for the 
Medi, 
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Mediterranean, ^id the like } and we had now 
no Ihips left in company but our own proper 
fquadron. 

Tuefday the 30th, we fpoke with a Dutch 
man-of-war, who came from Malu, bound for 
Amfterdam< 

Friday, Odobcr the 3d, we fpoke with two 
Englifli merch3nt-lbi{)s from Liibon for New- 
York, and the 8th we fpoke with a French floop 
from RochcUe, The 13th, one Philip Merrit, 
a common failor, died, which I mentioo becaufe 
be was the firft man we loft on the voyage. The 
next day, by an order from the Commodore, we 
went to (hort allowance ; that is, tme third of 
the allowance granted by government is kept 
back, in order to make our proviGons hold out 
the longer. The 23d, we ipaks with a fliip 
from Liverpool, and the next day with another 
from Glafgow, for the Cape de Verde iQaods ; 
as alfo with a fmall brigantine from Falmouth 
Jbr Madeira, who kept us company thithef. 
The next day we fpoke with a Dutch fliip iipm 
Surinam for Holland. The 2 6tht at 6 o'clock in 
the morning, we faw the land bearing W. N. W. 
diftance fix leagues, and at four in the even- 
ing anchored in Fonchale road, in forty fathom 
water, a-brcaft the town of FtMichale, and about 
a mile and a half from it. During this whole 
paffage, we had almofl coRttnpally contrary 
winds, and boifterous uncertain weather ; by 
which means, a pafTage which is very common" 
ly made in 10 or i z days, cook us up 38. 

Our 
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Our buOnefs in this place was only to water, 
and take in wiac, and fome private ftocks : but, 
foon after our arrival} we were informed, chat 
they had feen from the ifland, to the weftward, ' 
about. 16 or iS fail of Ihips for ieveral days to- 
gether, which were fuppofed to be a junAion of 
French and Spanifh Ships, of war i and as we had 
leafon to imagine that our expedition bad lOng 
been known, there was Uttle room to doubt, but 
that thofe fhips were defigned to intercept and 
deftroy us before we could attempt any thing to 
the prejudice of Spain. On this news the Com- 
loodore fent out an Englilh privateer which lay 
in the road, with one of his own officers, to fee 
if they could difcover.them at leaa and what they 
were I but flie returned the next day, having 
made no difcovery. 
Nov. 2> Captain Norris, at his own requeft, 
' being in an ill ftate of health, with the content 
of the Commodore quitted the command of the 
Gloucefter, in order to return to England, The 
Gloucefter was hereupon giyen to Captain Mit- 
chel, the Pearl to Captain Kidd, the Wager to 
the Hon. Captain Murray, and the Trial Qoop 
to David Cheap, our Firft Lieutenant ; and as 
one of the Lieutenants of the Gloucefter had 
quitted with Captain Norris, our two mates, who 
bad long depended on the Commodore, were 
preferred to be Lieutenants on this occalion. 

The 4th, at four in the afternoon, we Weigh- 
ed and put to fea, with all the (quadron under . 
our 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



S6 CoUMODORB ANSON'S VOYAGE, 
our command. An Eoglilh floop^ivhieh lay in 
the road, faluted us at our departure with nine 
guns, to which ure returned five. 

The 6th, at four o'clock in the evening, we 
law the ifknd of Palma, one of the Canary 
iOands, in the latitude of 29 degrees north, and 
longitude from the meridian of London ig de- 
grees 44 minutes weft. The fame day we fpoke 
with a French Ihip from Marfeiltes bound to Mar- 
tinico, and the next morning with a Dutch fliip 
from Amfterdam bound to Batavia, the metropo- 
lis of the Dutch fettlements in the £aft4ndies. - 

The nth, about four in the morning, wc 
croQcd the Norihera Tropic for the fitft time 
in this voyage in long. 24 d^ 34 min. weft 
iroQi London. 

.The 16th, being in the latitude of ^aout 11 
deg. 20 min. and the contra^): -with our victual- 
lers expiring in ,that latitudci the Anne- Pinfc 
fired a gun, and hoifted a red flag at her fore- 
top mafi-head, to give us notice of it. 

On the next day alt the Lieutenants of the 
iquadron were by a lignal ordered on board the 
Centurion, and orders were given to unlade the 
Indullry Pink, and each Ihip to take on board 
from her their refpeftive quotas of provifions » 
in purfuance of which we immediately bc^an to 
unlade her, lying by in the day, and making an 
eafy fail in the night. 

The 19th,' having unloaded and difcharged 

the Induftry, at eight in the erenrng Ihe parted 

from 
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Irotn us, in order CO proceed to' Birbadbesi 
whither fhi Wa^ bounds but the Coiiimo^orjlr 
Kaving efiiered into a new contrad.witb the 
thafter of the Anne pink, fliewas detained with 
ils for his Majefly's ferrice, our Ihips being.too 
much encumbered ta admit of ta3ciiis on bosrd 
any mdre proVifions at this. tnnc. 

The aSch^ about. 6ve iii the.morniRg, we crofiV 
bd the Equiho^ial, in the longitude of s8 deg;: 
15 mio» W. from Londorti the variation of the 
boAfipafi »t thM place being 35 min. E. 

DecenriKT'rtte id, at ^igHt in the morning; v/'t 
faw a fait to-riw nordi-weft, to ^whith we garc 
tft-ace. At flight we loft fight of her •, but next 
morning Wt faw her and gave chjce again, but in 
the dfterndoa Quitted her. We imagmed thi$ 
fail to be a tender on the SpiniQi Becty,feii.i; put; 
prisfely to |et intelligence of Us :, but qn our .ar- 
rival at the Cape of Good H<>pe^Ji\o(]T rtturh: 
home, we learned that jhe was the, EaA'India-. 
CQmpaa3f'& packet bound for .the iOand of St* 
Helena. . " 

; Thi: iQth, cxpe£Hng to be near the coaR of 
Brazil,' we founded, and found 67 fathom water, ' 
on which we Qred a gun for a fignal; and alter* - 
«i our courfc Mbre to the fouthward. This day 
died Thotftas Waller, our furgepn, who was fuc- 
Ceeded by Heniy Ettrick, furgebn of the Waj 
fgcTi the furgeon of the Ttial fucceeded him, 
and Jofcph Allen, our furgcori*s firft mate, waa 
made furgeon of the trial. 

Vol. li. LI* The 
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The I iih, we {pake with a Portuguefc bri- 
gantine from Rio Janeiro, bound to Santos, one 
of the principal Portuguefe fettlcments in the 
BriziU. The igth, we croiTcd the South Tropic 
for the firft titne, in long./gS dcg. 36 min. W. 
from London. 

' The J4.th died Robert Welden, our purfer, 
who was fucccedcd-by John Rule, purfer of the 
Wager", and Commodore's Secretary ; Thomaj 
Harvey, One of ourmidlhipmcn, was made pur- 
ler of the W^er, in the room of Mr. Rule. 

The 1 7th, we faw the land of the Brazils, 
from W. to W. S. W. very moqntaiaous, and 
full of woods. I have, for feveral days laft paft^ 
found, by my obfervations, a llrong current oa 
this coaft, fetcing to the fouthward .near three 
{jiiarters of a mile^anhoor, which, perhaps, may 
be 0cCafi.6ned by the neighbourhood of the vaft 
riVcr of Rio de la Plata j artothcr obfervation, 
^ffhich I fhall have bccafion to make after out 
leaving the Coaftof Brazil, will very much cor-r 
roboratc this conjetfture. ■ - " 

-The fame day, at four in theevening,.wchad 
40 fathom of water, muddy ground •, the iQand' 
(^ Aivoredo, a fmaUiOand ac the north-eaft end 
of the .large -ifland of St. Katharine's, then bear> 
ing N. W. by K* abouc eight leagues diftant 1 
and the next day at feven in the evening we 
came to an anchor in twelve fathom water, the 
north-eaftendof St, Catharine'shcaririgS. S. W. 
aSout three miles dillant, and the jQand of Al' 
vbredo, N, N. £. about fix miles dlfta&L Jf^ere 
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we found the tide to fct S. S. E. and N. N. W. 
We fent afhore a Lieutenant to the fort to com- 
pliment the Governor, and to defire a pilot-to 
carry us into the road. The Governor returned 
a very civil anfwer* and granted our requed. 
The next morning we weighed and ran up the 
harbour, and about noon anchored in five fa- 
thom and a half water, in a place they there 
call Boon Porto ; but being ftill too far from 
the watering-place, we on the 26th, about ele- 
ven in the morning, weighed and ran farther 
up between St. Katherine's and the main land 
of Brazil, and in the afternoon anchored and 
moored in five fathom water, about two miles 
.from the watering-place } and the fame even- 
ing our third Lieutenant went afhore with tm*. 
terials for building a tent; to Ihelcer the people 
who were to be employed in waterings We 
likewilc faluted the Portuguefe fort with ekven 
'guns, who returned us the like number. 

Our Ihips beginning to be very lickly, tents 
vetc ercSed on fliore, one for every (hip, and 
(he lick were fent afhore 10 them, with furgeons 
and proper attendance. 

The agents for vi6tualling, of which we had 
two with m, were ordered to procure what frefh 
provifions we could expend during our ftay 
here, which they accordingly did ; but though 
their meat, which is altogether beef, was both 
cheap and plenty, it was for the greaieft part 
miferably bad, and fcarce fit to be eaten. 

L 1 2 The 
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The men throughout the wtiol? fqgjtdnMi be- 
gan [fow to drop off apace with fewrs sq4 
fiuices, occafioned chiefly, I believe, by the vio* 
lent hear of the climate, and the bad air ^ tb? 
country being fo very woody {hat the. air mu^ 
thereby be (lagnated, and rendered unhealthful. 

We continued here wooding, watering, an4 
pvcrhauling our rigging, till Sunday, Jan. i8, 
1741, during which time we had Vi^rtable ua* 
fertai9.weather,.fometimes feaand land breczci, 
ft other times ftrong gates of windi with heiiyy 
rain, thitndcr and Ijghming, but always exccfr 
five beat. 

Whil? we lay here, ve gave our Ibip a tho? 
rough cleanfing; fmoaked her between decks, 
in order to deftroy the vermin, and . walhed 
every part with vinegar, which I niefltion bcr 
^aufe it i« abfolutely necpflary in large fbips, the 
flench of fo ipany fipk perfons being noilpme IQ 
hot cliniates. 

Dec. 31,1 pbferved an ectipfe of the nuxHi, and 
by comparing the time of the end of it, with 
a calculation I piirpofcly made qf it in the mcr 
ridian of London, from Sir Ifaac Newton'-s New 
Theory of the Moon, I found the place where 
the fhip then lay to be 49 deg. 53 min. tothe weft* 
ivard of the meridian of London. The calcula- 
tfon itfelf, a^d the time it ended at St. Katha- 
rine's, I have unfortunately loftf but as the 
longitude is thereby Cetiled, they are of do far- 
■ther ufe, and not worth letricving ^t the tropble 
pf a fiew cal^ulatigQ. 
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Bdfbr« we-afrive4 at this i^ndi we hid let 
ixived from thcrdcfo-iptions of M. Frrzier, » 
]F'rench author, and fome other peifoot who had 
beta oa the ^loe, fuch accounts as, cogetber 
with the climate ia which it ia fitua^ed, gave ua 
very great ideas of its fruitfulnefs, «iKi hopes of 
fi plentiful iupply of every thing we wanted for 
a lon^ run i but we found ourfelvcs mifcrably 
miftaken in almoft every article we evpe&cd. 

As here are feveral fine fondy bays, we had 
very good fifliing with A feinie, for imiUets, 0I4 
wives, fling'tays, maids, turbots, and other Oat 
£(b, filver filb, bafs, a very booey long Glh tike 
ji bait, but which our fcamea call a tea> 
pounder, and fome other fort*. Vfe likewife 
had frefli beef for prefent expending plenty e- 
nough, but fcarce better than the carrion thai 
we gave to our d(^. As for lenoons, limes, 
plantains, bananaes, potatoes, and other roots, 
fruits, and greens, with which thofe climates 
generally abound, which the authors above 
nientioned aver to be estremely plentiful here, 
^nd which we principally depended on for fea- 
ftores, Lb«-e were fo few at the time of our be- 
jng here, that X believe we- could have con* 
fumed all that came to our knowledge (jf thofe 
things in one day. The officers, howeyer, no 
doubt, found plenty i .as Mr. Walters agrees ii| 
his report with Frezier. chat there was no wane 
of [Hne-applcs, peaches, grapes, lemons, ci- 
trons, melons, apricots, and adds, there were 
^efides potatoes and onions for fea-ftores. Saf- 
fafra;! 
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fafrafs is here in gceat plenty, sod we cut much 
of ic among other wood for fucL Guaiacutn 
they report to be very plenty here likewife, bat 
i iaw none of it* nor heard <^ any perfon who 
did during our ftay. Rum and fugar they have 
in fmil] quantities, but very ' indiBerent and 
dear. The inhabiunts are a mixture of Portuw 
guefe and Indians incorporated together, and 
appear to be very poor, idle, lazy, ignorant, 
and rude. I believe the original of the Portu- 
guefe here was chiefly from felons, who fled hi- 
ther from other parts of the Brazils to Ihelter 
chemlelves fromjuftice; they never till lately 
baviitg any govemmdnt among them, except 
ft Chi^ chofen from among themfclves, who was 
more like a Captain of thieves and robbers* 
than the Commander of a colony. At prefent 
there are fome European Soldiers, and a Gover< 
nor from Rio Janeiro, whofe name was Don 
Jofie Sylva dc Paz, an expert engineer, who, 
as Mr. Walters obferves, underftood one branch 
of his bufinefs very well, which is the advan- 
tages which new works bring to thofe who are 
entrufted with the care of erefting them j for, 
befides a battery on a neck of land that nar- 
rows the channel- to a little more than a quar- 
ter of a mile, there were three other forts car^ 
tying on for the defence of the harbour, none 
(jf which were then compleated. 

The country, both the main and the iOand, 

is mountainous, and all over-grown with thick 

woods. 
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woods, andthofe.io.mtangled with the under- 
growth of thprity briars, brambles, and the like,, 
that in mpft places they are fcarce penetrable. 
Thcle woods are reported to be full of very 
fierce tygers, which makes any cxcurGons into 
the country dai^gerous, unlels you go well ann? 
ed, and even then much caution is necelTary. 
. They have here fome hogs and fowls,, but I- 
believe not very plenty 1 and in the woods an» 
imnkeys, apes, armadilloes, and other wild 
^KKtures unknown to me } 39 alfo parrots, par-^ 
roquets, and ipany other forts of birds proper 
K> .the climate. Alligators are &ad to be plenty 
nev |he flares and in the lakes, but we faw none 
of them, 

, T^ countfy; appears tome to.bc agoodfoil, 
and very capable ofiimprovement, were the in^ 
habitants more 'civilized and iifduftrious. < 

This iOand Ites.inlamudeii; deg. 30 mtn; S. 
longitude,. as-~ before ttetCTmined;' 49 deg. 53' 
min. W. frorfi Loadoo} and the variation of 
the CQmpafs tr.deg. 20 min. tafterly. 

Dec. 27, we difcovcred a fail in the offing, 
^fld.thc-eightcen'Oar'dbarge waa manned, and 
armed, and fetli, under the command of the fe- 
eond Lieutenant of the Centurion, to examine 
ber before flie arrived within the proteiftion of 
the fort. She proved to be a Pbrtuguefe bri- 
gaotine frooi Rio Grande i but, though the of- 
ficer behaved to the mafter with the uimoft ci- 
vility, yet the Governor took offence ■ at our 
fending -our boat, complained of the violation of 
the 
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the peocffj tiid itiai^ tb*t a p rewnct for fcmKB^ 
- StHt Plfarro the Moft ciK»m0aotMl intdligenoi 
of our foFCe aivd cc>Hd\riofl, at ve af^wai^r 
found by tettrt» iiWercepted m the Sdwh Seas. 

JaiHMFjr 1 8, 1741* we left: th» iQand^ haring 
bad a indandiol]t proof bow nufdi the kealthi^ 
nefs of tbb p*aee hid beta overrated by for- 
mer writers', fcft ine-feund, that* thoa^ the 
Cennirion alone had buriied nb lets thxfi 28 
Bieft fince out! airifat, the tidn^ee of the fida 
in the fame intervri had itiereirfCid to (f6; and 
thi^ very' dt^ we had three men-dfe. 

Before Mr departure the CodMwidare ttak 
cverf pvciiaation to prevent a fe|tWaiian j ISui 
conGdering that, in fuch boiflerous feas) u- wt 
vere about IB encounter, he bitnfttf ~ Aiglix be 
cUlablcd, he called the offi«n t<^|ether, Aac( 
in a full coiuuil lb onkitti it, ihac, tf bin otd 
Ihip efcapedf the npsdhion (hosld not be a- 
bandoDttl. Proper plaiea of readczwusverei^' 
pointed ; the time wai lectlcd for fb^ing at theft! 
places i and, if Ac Commddoreidid not amw 
' i;i that time, the Captains weie ordered to put 
tiiein(Blve8 under the command of th£ fthiw^ 
sod to proceed without farthet- delay: 

The lid in the morning, we had very ft(»in^ 
«wather, withfbme thunder, lightomg-, and rain f 
and. the Trial carried away the head of htf 
Biain-maft. A thick fog focceeding, we lay 
to, and foon after loft fight of the Pearl,* tfaO 
Trial, and the Anne pink. In the afteraoort 
«e got fight of and jqioed company with the 
Trial 
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trial and the Anne, but the Fearl was ftiU 
tniOing. 

From hence to February the 13th, very va- 
tiablc weather, moftly foggy, from latitude 35^ ' 
or thereabouts, to latitude 39 i the reft a mix* 
ture not much Unlike our weather in England 
in the rtionth of Oftoberj except that we had 
pretty often thunder and lightning, which are 
jiot fo frequent with us in that month. Being 
|>aft the latitude of 36 degrees tO the fouthwardj 
I obferrtfd the current, which had hithertb con- 
fiantly fet foutherly, now on the contrary^ fee 
to the northward i and the great river of Rio de 
la Plata being lituated iri b«!tween 35 and 36 
degrees fouthj ftrengthens my conjeiflure that 
thofe currents are occaBbned by the flux and 
Reflux of that mighty river. 

February 13, we fa* the land frotn k. by W* 
to S. half E. appearing plain, with Very few rif^ 
ings, and of a very moderate height, our found- 
ings at that time from 46 to 56 fathdm; the firft 
ttiud, the latter (tony grolidd- This day, afi 
four in the evening, vlt were within about fout 
miles of Gape Blanco on the coafl of Patagonia, 
and in li fathom water t on which we hauled 
off, and ran along the coaft, the foundings 
fiom 2Q to 60 fathom water. At five the next 
morning we faw the land from W. by N. to S, 
W. half W. with aa openirfg near the middle $ 
which \ believe to be the harbour of Port Dtf- 
fire, fo called by Sir'John Narborough. The 
northernmoft kod in fight is Cape Blanco, 
Vol. II. Mm and 
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and the fouchermoft f enguin lllxnd. To called 
from the great numbers of penguins about it, 
of which birds Sir John's fliip's company killed 
and falted large quantities for proviCons, and 
which he reports to be very good and wholcfome 

' food. Cape Blanco is in the latitude of 47 dcg. 
lomin. S. longit. from St. Katharine's 17 deg. 
38 min. W. which makes it from London 67 
deg. 20 min. W. taking the N. E^^ppim of St. 
Katharine's in 49 deg. 42 min. W. to be about 
1 1 minutes to the eaftward of the place where 
the fhip lay when I fixed it by obfervation. 
The 17th, in the evening, we anchored about 

■ 17 or 18 leagues fliort of ihthirbour of Pen 
St. Julian, fo called by Sir Francis Drake, who 
touched there in his voyage round the globe, 
and where he condemned and executed Mr. 
Doughty, the next perfon in command to him- 
fclf, on pretence of a confpiracy to murder him 
and ruin the expedition t whence 'a fmall ifland 
wiihin the harbour is to this day called the 
Ifland of True Juftice. The next morning we 
faw a iaS at S. by £. iffhich we believing .to be 
the Pegrl, made the Ggnal for thrf" return of all 
cruizers j but (be not ■- Jnding it, as I fuppofe 
not feeing it, we ordered the Glouccftcr to chafe>, 
and at two in theafrcrnoon the Glouccfterand her 
chace, which to our great fatisfaiftion proved 
to be the Pearl, joined us. They infotlned us, 
that, on January the 31ft, their Commander, 
Captain Dandy Kidd, ditd } and tha^ on ihe 
7tb 
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yth inftant thcjr were cbaced by five large (hips, 
which they believed to be SpaniDi men-of-war, 
and were fome time within gun-fhot of them, 
though they never fired a gun, having endea- 
voured to decoy the Pearl by holding a broad 
red pendant, like that of the Engiilh Commo* 
dore, at the Admiral's main-top- maft head, and 
hoping by that means to be taken for our Com- 
modore, and fqto inveigle and make fure of their 
prey •, Capt. Mitchell, thus decoyed, narrowly ef- 
caped theni, by running through afpace of water, 
where the tides or currents piaking a great rip- 
ling, the Spaniards, who thought it was rocky and 
broken ground, were afraid to follow her. Thefc 
ihips wefuppofed ro be the Spanifh fquadron,^ 
commanded by Admiral Pifarro, the fame who 
got fo great a name among them for his con- 
du& in bringing'home their flota fafe into Port 
Andero the laft year, eluding the vigilance of 
ourfquadrons whowaited for them oifCadiz, and 
was therefore looked on as the propereft perfon 
CO be fent to intercept us. We fhould not have 
been difplcafed, however, to have met them 
with ouf whole force, and did not riiuch doubc 
to have cither dcftroyed or difablcd them. But 
the time of their deftruftion was not yet come ; 
their miferable fate fliall be related in its proper 
place. 

■ We w*re now, being the i8th, failing along 
fliorc 'for tht harbour of St. Julian. I found 
the tide to -fet here north and fouth, about a 
tnUe an bow. - The titai of flowing here on ch« 
M m » full 
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full and change days is N. E. by £. and S. W, 
by W. ncareft. We fcnt one of oqr boats with 
^n officer in-Qiore, to found and endeavour to 
difcover the mouth of the harbour. Ac fix ii) 
the evening wc came to an anchor in 1 1 fitbooi 
water. At eight the Lieutenant rctuned, hav' 
ing found the harbour. We fcnt albore our 
boats to make farther difcoveries, and to endea- 
vour fome to get frelh water, and others to pror 
cure fait* (of which Sir J. Narborough obferved, 
when he was here, that in February there wu 
enough of it to load lopo fh,ips) for the ufe of 
the fquadron in the South Seas. We contiimed 
here till the 27th, during which time we ftove 
rooft of our empty caflcs, in order to clear our 
ibips as much as poQible, aod got up and 
mounted fuch of o^r guns as we had before 
{truck down i(vto the hold in order to cafe d^ 
fhips i for now, not knowing how fooa we 
tmght meet with the Spanilh fqu^dfon, ic was 
jiece0ary to have them all in readinefs. We 
could End no frelh vater here, and but a veiy 
fmall quantity of falc, and no other refrelhinenGi 
whatever ; alt the country, as far as we could 
difcover, being quite barren and detblatc. We 
got fome provifions out of the Anne vi^ualler 
on board each of the other Ibips, repi^vd th* 
Trial's maft, and aOifted her and the victualler 
(0 overhaul and new-6x moft of xhfia rigging* 
Having loft the ho|>es of ^l fupply of watef 
here, we were put 10 the allowance Qf one 
^uart a m«q for oiu (Jajr^ «t>^ thi^ puita for 
iffipthcr, 
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tunttier, alternately -. but, oooQdering our paf- 
r«ge had hitherto proved extremely ftormy and 
(old» jMid a dead tiaie of the year coming on 
very fy% it wai thought proper, in order to 
Keep the people in ju good heart as poflible, t» 
give them vbole allowance of all other provi- 
fions, which was ordered accordingly. 

Here FC fanher fecured our lower-deck guns, 
by nailing quoins under the trucks, in cafe the 
tackles, breechings, or iron-work, might ff.v9 
way, Qr fail in the ftormy weathcft which wo 
had much reafon to expeft. 

Here likewife the Commodore removed the 
Honourable Captain Murray into the Peart, iq 
the room of Captain JCidd ; and Captain Cheap 
into the Wager in the room of Capuin Murray. 
He advauced Mr. Charles Saunders, his Firft 
Lievuenaot^ to be Commander of the Trial (loop, 
in the room of Captain Cheap i and made Mr. 
Piercy Brett, Firft Lieutenant of the Gloucefter, 
Second Lieutenant of his own ihip. The Trial 
being repaired, and the Pearl, who had thrown 
about 14 ton of water overboard when chaced 
by the Spaniards, being fupplied from the other 
Ibips, we made ready to profecute our voyage. 

This harbour of Port St, Julian is a barred 
harbour, only fit to receive finall (hips and vel^ 
fels. We l^y off in the road about two mites 
from the ipoiith of it. h i$not to be feen opent 
ftoia where we lay, one point fhutting in ano- 
ther i and before any fmall Qiip or veflei pre- 
tends (Q venture iqto the harbQur, they ought 

(0 
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to fend in their boats at low water, and Bt polei 
(»- buoys on the ends of the ihoalsa which, in A 
manner, block up the paffage. The country 
about it is pretty much on the level, except a 
few copling hillocks to the northward, and A 
pretty high one in the bay, which bears W.S.W. 
from the place where we lay a: anchor. The la- 
utude of Port St. Julian is 49 deg. 10 min. S, 
its longitude fron> London 69 deg. 48 min. W. 
and the variation of the compafs 17 deg. 20 min. 
E. We had here uncertain boifterous weather, 
with much rain, fome fnow, and generally thick 
f<^, with fo much wind and Tea as made us ride 
hard, and haftened our departure from this un- 
eafy lituation. 

Sir John Narboroogh and fomc others write, 
that they have often feen and converfed with the 
inhabitants in this and other parts of Patagonia, 
and have given wonderful defcriptlons of them ; 
but as we faw none of them, I have nothing to 
fay of that fort, nor indeed do I think there is 
any thing in this wikl part of the world worth)* 
of the leaft notice. 

The 27th, at fix in the mdrning, we made the 
fignal, weighed, and put to fea ; but the Glou- 
ceftcr being long in weighing her anchor; and 
the weather proving thick and hasy, we foon 
loft Gght of her, and at one in the afternoon, 
tacked, and lay by for her coming up 1 at feven 
we fired a gun, a fignal for her, and foon after 
Die joined us, having broke her main-yard ia 
(be flings., 

Previoud 
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Previous to our leaving this port, a council 
was held on board the Centurion, at which all 
the officers by fea and land attended. When ic 
was propoled by the Commodore, that their 
firft attempt, after their arrival in the South 
Seas, ihould be the atuck of the town of Bat- 
divia, the principal frontier of the diftridt of 
Chili. To this propoGtion the council unani- 
mously agreed i in confcquence of which, new 
inftruAions were given to the Captains of the 
fquadrbn, by which'thcy were direftcd, in cafe 
of feparation, to rendezvous at the ifland qS 
Neuftra Scnoro del Secoro, and there cruife for 
fro daysi after which, they were ordered to re- 
^ur to the height of Baldivia, and there be- 
tween 40 deg. and 40 deg, 30 min. to continue 
•to cruife 14 days longer j and, if in that time 
they werenotjoined.by thereftof thefquadron, 
they were then to quit that ftation, and dire& 
their courfc to the illand of Juan Fernandez. 
' March the 4th, in the morning, we paHcd by 
the Strcighls of Magellan, fo near that we faw 
them very plain v the. northernmoft point of 
which, known by the name of Cape Virgin 
•Mary, I found to be in the latitude of 52 deg. 
28 min. S. longitude from Londcm 70 deg. 55 
aan. W. variation of the compafs 16 deg. 40 
mm. E. the foundings, when it bears about 
5. W.- by W. at the diftance.of eight leagues, 
from 3 a to 50 fathom, the bottom black-grey 
fand and mad. The afternoon of this day be- 
ing Ve7 bright and clear, with fmall breezes, 
incltn- 
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inclinable to calm» moll of the Captains took 
the oppMtuniiy of this favourable weather to 
pay a yifit to the Commodore j but, while they 
were in company together, they were all great- 
ly alarmed by a fudden flame which burfl oat 
on board the Centurion, and which was fuc- 
ccedcd by a cloud of fmoak. However, they 
.were foon relieved from their apprehenfions, by 
receiving information, that the blafl: was occa- 
fioned by a fpark of fire from the foi^c light-' 
ing on fome gunpowder, and other combuftibles* 
which the officers on board were preparing ioi 
ufe, in cafe we flioutd fall to with the Spanilh 
fleet i and that it had been atinguUhed with:* 
cut any danger to the fliip. 

The 6th, id the mornings we law the bod of 
Terra del Fu^o, confilting oi high craggy billsi 
towering above each other, moftly covered witk 
fnow, with deep horrid vallies, fome few fcattK^i — 
.cd trees, no plains, nor one chearfal green 
through all the diiinal profpeft^ fo that tbe 
wholQ may not improper^ be termed the Land 
of Defolation •, and 1 much queftim whether a 
more dreary afpeft ia to be ieen in any oihet 
part of the habitable earth i for voy^en tsf 
this is inhabited, but furcly its inhabitants muft 
be the mod miferable of human beings. This 
evening we lay by, that we thight not ovferlhoat 
the Streights of Le Mairc in the night » though 
I believe, had we kept (Mf and pafled round 
Staten Land, a fmall ifland or two, which lie to 
the eaftward of thofe Streights, and together 
with 
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with Terra del Fu^go frame them, it would 
have been more to our advantage chaa by paf- 
fing through them. 

The 7th, at eight in the morhing, we were 
vtry near a point of land on Terra del Fuego, 
Called Cape bt James, bearing E. S. H. another 
called Cape St. Vincent, S. K. halt" E. the mid- 
dlemoft of the Three Brothers, being three high 
hills on Terra del Fuego, appearing almort con- 
tiguous to each other, S. by W. and a. very high 
Sugar-loaf Hill, called Monte Gorda, farther up 
in the country, and appearing above them, bore 
fouth from qs. It is by thefe marks that you 
know you are near Strait Le Maire ; and in- 
deed we began to open them in this pofition. 
By noon we were almoll through them, being 
affifted by a very ftrongtide with much rippling, 
and which made to the fouthward fomewhac 
before 10 o'clock in the morning. The courfc 
through is almoft dircdly fouth, and there are 
no ihoals nor rocks in the palTage from whence 
you may incur any danger; the only thing you 
have to fear ii, the tide's turning again^ you 
while you are in the ftraits, for in that cafe 
you arc certainly hurried back again, and can 
have no palTage there till the next turn of the 
tide. The breadth of this ftrait may be about 
fix or &ven leagues, and its length about feven 
or eight! which being paflTed, you enter into a 
vail open ocean, commonly known by the name 
of the South Sea. This ftrait lies in latitude 
55 '^^S* fouth, longitude from London 67 deg. 

Vol. 1L N n 3O 
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30 min. wefl, variation of the compafs 21 deg; 
36 min. caft, foundings in the ftraiis from 4j 
to 58 fathom, the bottom black fand and pcb- 
blc-llones. In pafTing through here, our joy 
was increafed by the brightnefs of the fky and 
the ferenity of the weather, which was indeed 
remarkably pleafing, for though the winter was 
now advancing apace, yet the morning of this 
day, in its brilliancy and mildnefs, gave place 
to none we had feen fince our departure from 
England. But we here found what was con- 
ftantly verified by all our obfcrvations in thefe 
high latitudes, that fair weather was ever the 
forerunner of a fuccceding ftorm, and that fun- 
ihine and tempelt foUowed one another like 
light and Oiade. We had fcarcely reached the 
fouthern extremity of the ftraits, when the fere- 
nity of the Iky, which had fo much flattered 
our expectations, was all at once obfcured, the 
wind ftiifted to the fouthward, and the fca be- 
gan to fwell to an aftonifhing height. Before 
night the tempeft arofe, and the tide, which 
had hitherto favoured us, turned furioufly 
againft us ; fo that, inClead of purfuing our in- 
tended courfe, we were driven to the eaftward, 
by the united force of wind and current, with 
fo much precipitation, that in the morning we 
found ourfelvfcs feven leagues totheeaftward of 
Streight Le Maire. From this time we had 
fuch a continual fucceflion of tempeftuous 
weather as furprized the oldeft and moft ex- 
perienced mariners on board, and obliged theiB 
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to confds, that what'thcy had hitherto called 
itorms were inconiiderable gales compared wit& - 
the violence of thefc winds, which raifed fuch 
fliort and at the fame time fuch mountainous 
waves, as. greatly furpaOcd in danger all feas 
known in any other part of the globe: and it 
was not without reafon that this unufual ap- 
pearance filled us with continual terror j for, 
had any one of thefe .waves broke fairly over us, 
it muft in all probability have fent us to the 
bottom. Nor did we cfcape with terror only i 
for the fliip roiling inceffaniiy gunwale-to, gave 
us fuch quick, and violent motions, that the 
men were in perpetual danger of being dalhed 
againft the mafts or fides of the fliip : and 
though we were extremely careful to fecurc 
ourfclves from thefe Ibocks by grafping at fome 
jRxed body, yet many of our people were forced 
from their holds, fome <^ whom were killed, 
and others greatly injured ; in particular, one of 
our bed feamen was carried over-board and 
drowned, another diflocated his neck, a third 
was tlirown into the main hold, and broke his 
thigh, and one of our boatfwain's mates broke 
his collar-bone twice; not to mention many 
other accidents of the fame kind. Thefe tcm- 
-pefts, fo dreadful in themfclves, though unat- 
tended by any other unfavourable circumllance, 
were rendered more mifchievous to us by their 
inequality, and the deceitful intervals which 
they at fome times :a9brded } for, though we 
were oftca obliged to lie- to for days together 
N n 2 . under 
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ynder a reefed mizzen, and were frequently Fe> 
duced to lie at the mercy of the waves under 

. cur bare poles, yet now and then we ventured 
to make fail with our courfes double rc«fedi 

> and the weather proving more tolerable, would 
perhaps encourage uato fet our top-fails i after 
which, the wind, without any previous notice^ 
•would return upon us with redoubled force, 
and would in an inftant tear our fails from the 
yards. And, that no circumftance might be 
wanting which could aggravate our diftrels, 
thtfe bla{ts generally brought with them a great 
quantity of fnow and fleet, which cafcd our 
rigging, and froze our fails, thereby rendering 
them and our cordage brittle, and apt to fnap 
upon the flighted ftrain, adding inezpreflibJe 
difficulty and labour to the working of the 
fliip, benumbing the limbs of the people em- 
ployed in handing the falls, or handling the 
ropes, and making them incapable of exerting 
thcmfclves with their ufual ai3:ivity, and even dif' 
abling many by mortifying chei^toes and fingers. 
And now, as it were to add the fintlhing 
^roke to our misfortunes, our people began to 
be univerfally afflifled with that mod terrible, 
obftinate, and, at fea, incurable difeafe, the 
fcurvy, which quickly made a moft dreadful 
havock among us, b^inning at firft to carry 
off two orthree a day, but foon increafing, and 
at laft carrying oflF eight or ten i and as moll of 
'the living were very ill of the feme diftcmpcr, 
»od 
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and the little remainder who prcferved their 
healths better, in a manner, quite vrorti out with 
incefianc labour, 1 have fometimes feen four or 
five dead bodies, fome fown up in their bam> 
mocks, others not, walhing about the decks, 
for want of help to bury them in the fca. But 
as the particulars of all the various difatlers and 
fuffcrings of various kinds that befel us, would 
be endlefs, I Ihall only mention a few. 

The loth, nth, and latti, very flormy vca^ 
ther, with fnow and fleet, and a very great over- 
grown fea from the S. W. 

I'he i<,th, one William Baker fell overboard 
and was browned. The 16th, the Anne pink, 
which had feparated from us the nth in the 
ftorm, again joined us, in laL 59 deg. io min. & 

Part of the lyih, 18th, and 19th, very ftrong 
gales, and a great rolling fea from the N. W. 

The 1 8th, we had again ftrong gales of wind 
■with cKtreme cold, and at midnight the main- 
top-lail fplit, and one of the ilraps of the main 
.dead-eyes broke. 

The 2_^d, and part of the a4th, a moft vio- 
lent ftorm of wind, hail, and rain, with a very 
lofty fea. The 23d, in the evening, we fprung 
the main-top-fail yard, and fplit the piain-fail 
into rags, the greatetl part of which wai blown 
overboard. On thefe accidents we furled all 
our other fails, and lay to under a mizzen. 

The latter part of the a4ih proving more mo- 
derate, we bent a new main-fail, got down the 
broken 
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iHXSken mun top-fail yard, and got up and rig- 
ged another in its place. 

The 25th, it blew a very hurricane, and re- 
duced us to the neceflity of lying-to under our 
bare' poles. As our flilp kept (he wind better 
than any of the reft, we were obliged in the af- 
ternoon to wear Ihip i in doing of which, we had 
no other expedient but clapping the helm a- 
weather, and manning the lore-fhrouds i in the 
execution of which wc had one erf our beft men 
canted overboard. We perceived, that, not- 
wiihflanding tfie prodigious agitation of the 
wavtfs, he fwam very ftrong } and it was with 
riie utmoft concern that we found ourfclves in- 
capable of aflifting him, Ipdeed we were the 
more grieved at his unhappy face, as we loft fight 
of him ftruggling with the waves, and conceiv 
cd, from the manner in which he fwam, that he 
might continue fcnGhle for a confiderable time 
longer of the horror attending his irretrjevabk 
fitoation. 

The 26th being fomewhat more moderate, 
ve found two of our main-fhrouds broke, which 
we repaired ; we likewife bent our main-top fail, 
and made fail. 

The 30th, in the evening, the Gloucefter 
made a fignal of diftrefs i and, on fpeaking with 
her, we found fiie had broke her main-yard in the 
flings i an accident the more grievous, as it 
tended unavoidably to delay us in thefe inhof- 
pttable latitudes, where every moment wc were 
in danger of perilhing. The weather provin^^ 
favour-! 
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jkvourable, all the carpenters were ordered oa ' 
board the Glouceflxr, aod next day flie was 
ready to fait 

The 3d, 4[h, 5th, and 6ch of April, a conti* 
Dued fiorm of wind and rain j a dreadful iea» 
and very cold weather. We lowered our yards* 
furled our courfes, and lay by for the mo^ pare 
under a mizzen and mizzen-ftay fail. The 3<t« 
about ( I o'clock at night, a raging fea took ua 
on the larboard quarter, where it ftove in tho 
quarter gallery, and rulhed into the fhip like » 
deluge. For fome time it laid the (hip down 
ypon her fide; but flie providentially righted 
again, though Aowly ; it threw down and half 
drowned all the people on the deck, broke one 
of the flraps of the main dead-eyes, and ihaped 
a mizzen and puttock fhroud. This was the 
greateft Tea which we had encountered lince wc 
came into thofe parts, and we met with butone 
fuch ftrc^e more in the whole voyage i two or 
three fuch fucceeding mull certainly have icat 
us to the bottom. 

The 7ih, 8th, 9th, and 10th, continued very 
ftormy and fquatly, with fnow, hail, rain, and a 
large fca ; the weather continuing very cold. 
■ The Sth, at four in the evening, the Anne 
pink made a lignal of diftrefs ; and, on fpeak- 
ing with her, we found (he had fprung her fore* 
ftay, and the gammoning of her bowfprit. Thii 
was the more unfortunate, as none of the car- 
penters were yet returned from the Gloucefter. 
Nor was the Anne the only Ihip that fufiered in 
thii 
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thisftonnt the Wager loft faer mizzen-maft and 
main-top-jkil yard, owing to the badnds of the 
iron woik. In this dilemma we were obliged to 
bear away till chde Ihips had made all fait. 

The lOth, foggy and hazy. This afternoon 
the Severn and Pearl were far a^ftern, and fe'em- 
Cd to me to lag deGgnedly. We made a very 
eafy fail iall day, and lay by at night, and fired 
fcreral guns as a lignal for them to join us % the 
weather bang pretty tnoderate, and the wind 
fiiir for them, they might have cffeded ic with 
cafe. By the clofe of the evening we could bue 
juft fee them, and from that time faw them no 
more. However, we heard afterwards in the 
South Seas, by letters taken on board fome of 
the SpanUh flups, of their atrival ai Rio Janeiro, 
fn the Bra:^s. 

The 15th, the weather proved fomewhat 
more moderate. At half an hour paft one in 
the morning we law two iQands right a-head, 
at about two leagues diftancej we immediately 
wore our Ihip, and ftood off* to the fouthward. 
Thofe iflands were very unexpeAed, as well as 
unwelcome, we imagining we had been to the 
weftward of all lands and iQands of the coaft (^ 
Terra del Fuego ; but we now found our mif- 
take, and that there was a neceiHty of our fiand- 
ing farther to the fouthward, in order to get a 
fufHcient wefting, Thofe ifUnds I Bnd to lie 
in the latitude of 54 deg. 20 min. S. toftgitude 
from London S4. dcg, 10 min. W. Mr. Wal- 
ters fuppofcs the land we fell in with on this 
occafion 
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occafion to be Caipt Noir, and a pare of Terra 
d^ FtKgo. 

From ttris time to the 23d wc had nothing 
rtmarkable, thfc weather continuing very uncer- 
tain and variable, with a large fea and a very 
cold air i and the 2 ill, at nine at night, we were 
in the latitude of 60 deg. 5 niia. S. bdng the - 
greatefi foutb latitude wemadeduring thevoyagej 

The 23d very hard gales and fiqualls, with . 
much rata. This evening we loft fight of the 
QimKe&xtf Wager, Trial, and Anne Pink, be- 
ing all the remainder of our fquadron, after 
the drftftron df the Severn and Pearl.- The 
W*ger*S (MifortUnate cataftrophe is well known ^ 
the others afterwards joined ua at Juan Fernan- 
dez, as fhall be related in its proper place. 

The 24th, 25th, and 26th, the wind being 
/noftly £iir, though ilill blowing hard, we madC' 
pretty good runs under an eafy fail to the north- 
weft ward. Theft4th, it blew a hurricane, and the 
mencndeavauring to hand the cop-fails, the clew- 
lines and bunt-lines broke, and the {heet being 
half ftown, every feam in the fote*topfail was foon 
fptit from top to bottom, and the main-topfail 
Qadok (o ftrongly in the wind, that it carried away , 
the top lanthorn, and endangered the head of the 
mafti however, at length, ibme of the mofl dar- 
ii% of our aKn ventured lapon the yard, and cue 
the-^ away ckfe to the reefs, though with the 
wcmoft hazard of their lives, whilft at the fame 
time the forc-topfail beat about the yard with 

Vol. II, O o fo 
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fp much fury that it was foon blown to (hreds : ' 
nor was our attention to our topfaits our fole 
cnployment ; for the mainfait blew loofe, which 
obliged us to lower the y?rd to fecure the fail, 
and the fore-yard being likewife lowered, we 
lay to under a mizen. The 25th, we found 
much of our running rigging broken, which we 
rtpaired. The Z7th, we bent other topfails in 
the places of thoTe fplit. Nothing more re- 
markable the reft of this month and the firft 
week in the next, but ftormy uncertain wea- 
ther, and great ficknefs and mortality among 
our people. , 

. Friday, May 8, acfeven in the rooming/ faw 
the main land of Patagonia appearing in high 
mountains covered moftly with fnow. We 
likewife faw feveral iOands, one of which we 
took to be the Idand dd Soccoro, fo called by 
Sir John Narborough, in his account of his 
voyage into thofe parts; and from the fine de- 
fcription this gentleman had given of this ifland, 
(having been there in the very height of fum- 
mer), this place was appointed for our firft gene- - 
ral rendezvous in the South Seas. An unhappy 
appointniient it was in its confequenccs ; for 
when the people, already reduced to the laft ex* 
tremity, lound this to be the place of rendez- 
vous, where they had hoped to meet the reft of 
their companions with joy, and what a milerable 
part of the world it appeared to be, their grief 
gave way to defpair; they faw no end of their fuf- 
ferings* nor any door open to their fafety.^ Thofe 
who 
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who had hitherto been well and in heart, now 
■fiiU of defpondency, fell do\^n, fickened, and 
died^ anda to fum up this melancholy part, I' 
verity believe, that our touching on this coaft, 
the long ftay we made here, and our htnderance 
■by crofs winds, which we (hould have avoided 
in a direct courfc to Juan Fernandez, loft us at 
leaft 60 or 70 of as ftout and able men as any 
in the navy. This unfpeakable diftrefs was ftill 
aggravated by the difficulties we found in work- 
ing the (hip, as the fcurvy had by this time de- 
flroyed no lefs than 200 of our men, and had 
in fome degree affeded almoft the whole crew. 
It were, indeed, cndlefs to recite minutely the 
various difafters, fatigues, and terrors, which we 
encountered on this conft ; all thcfc went on in. 
creafing till the izd of May, at which time the 
fury of all the ftorms which we had hitherto ex- 
perienced, feemed to be combined, and to have 
confpired our deftruftion. In this hurricane al- 
moft all our fails were fplit, and great part of 
our ftanding rigging broken ; and, about eight 
in the eveniog. a mountainous overgrown fea 
took us on our ftarboard quarter, and gave us 
fo prodigious a ftiock, that feveral of our (hrouds 
broke with the jerk, by which our mafts were in 
danger of coming by the board j our ballaft and 
flores too were foftrangely Ihifted, that thclhip 
heeled afterwards two ftreaks a-port. Indeed, it 
was a moft tremendous blow, and we were 
tlirown into the utmoft confternation, frotp the ■ 
4pprehenIion of inftantly foundering. Our de- 
O o a plorabie 
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plorablc fituation allowing po longCF any room 
for deliberation, we flood for the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez t and, to fave time^ which was now 
very precious, oar men dying fojir, five, and fix 
in a day» we endeavoured to hit the iOand upon 
a meridian courfe. On the 2,8th of May, being 
nearly in the parallel in which it is laid down, we 
expected to have feen it, and indeed the Com- 
modore was perfuaded that he did fee it \ but all 
the other officers being of opinion that it w^ 
only a cloud, to which the hazinefs of the wea- 
ther gave too much colour, we made fail to the 
eaftward, and by fo doing loft near 14. days in 
recovering our wefting again. This was a moft 
fatal difappointment j for in this run we loft 
about So of our men,- which, probably, had the 
Commodore's advice been attended to, would 
nioft of them have been faved. 

The 8ih of June, at fix in the evening, we 
at length fiiw the iQand of Juan Fernandez, 
bearing N. by E. half £. about 15 or i6Ie^;ues 
off. The loth, at two in the morning, we an> 
chored in 56 fathom, ctofe under the N. E. en^ 
of the iQand. At 10 in the morning of the i ith, 
we with much labour and difficulty weighed out 
anchor, and at noon happily moored our Ifaip iq 
the Great Bay, about a mile from the (hore, in 
52 fathom water, to our inexprefflhie joy, hav- 
ing been from St. Katharine's in the Brazils tq 
this place 148 days, on fuch a dreadful and fa- 
tal pa&ge as I believe yery few other perfona 
ever experienced. 

The 
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. Tlte nth, at t;wo io the aftcroppn, the Tml 
(loop appeared in the oQin^ Wc immediately 
fent iome qF our hands on b<Hr(} h«^ t}]r whpfc 
^ft«i€^ ft»e was bro^ht to an atjchor between 
'us and the land. We foon found that the lloop 
had nQt been exempted from the hHc calatnitiea 
which we had fo Jeverely feU •% fQF h?r Com- 
mander, Captain Saunders, watting qn the Cqb^- 
modore, informed hi(n, that, (>u[ ^ hi« ftnall 
complement, he h^d buried 34 of his men ; A^^d 
thpfe who recovered wer? ftj uniwrfally a?U^cd 
with the fcurvy, that only himi^lf* his Lieiitt- 
pant, and three of his men, w^r^ able to Aftod 
by the fails. 

The fame day we gqt oqt oqr longtboat. <y»d 
fent her on fhore with matcfi?)? n>r buil4iog 
Cents tot the iick, and with orders to brlog W 
board Ibme wat<;r. 

The 15th, we fcpt our ptonsCQ W aflift th? 
Trial, (he being driven frpni h?r anchors tO fea» 
by the violent naws of wipd whi^h blow oQ^ (bf 
high lands. This and the i>ej(t d^y we put - 
afhore ^5 fick men^ In fo weak a condition, that 
we were obliged to carry them out qf the thip in 
their hammocks, and to convey them afterward* 
in the famo manner frpm the water-fide over a 
ftoney beach to the tents prepared fpr their xor 
ception. In this work of humanity^ pot onty 
the officers, but the Commodore hitnfelf, cheV'^ 
fuHy lent their alfiitance. 

The 17th, A)e Trial came again to an anchort 
and moored. Thjs day and the next we fca^ 
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on Ihore the remainder of our fick people, the 
vhoJc number no* on fliore being 135. many 
of whom, being too far gone in the fcurvy, died 
one after another to the number of not lefs thaa 
fixty. , 

We now began to Tend on fliore materials for 
tents for the coopers, fail-makers, and fome of 
"the officers ; a copper oven which we had with 
us for baking foft bread for the (hip's company, 
and the fmlth's forge for making or repairing 
fuch iron-work as was neceflary : and, after a 
Ihort interval of relaxation, all hands were buHly 
employed, fome in cutting large quantities o£ 
wood for the fiiip's ufe, fome in making char- 
coal for the fmith, and for a farther fibre ; the 
bakers in baking bread, the coopers in making 
'Vp and cleaning the caiks for water, the fail- 
makers in mending the fails and making othei^i 
fome in fifliing for the fick, and the reft were 
otherways employed : and here being very great 
plenty of fine fiOi, all uken by the hook, two or 
three people could never fail to take us as much 
in about two hours as all the fiiip's company 
could eat : befidcs this we took great quantities 
for falting and curing j and fome private per- 
fons who had hooks and lines BQied for them- 
felvcs, arid never failed of enough for thcirown 
ufe, and to give to thofe who had none. The 
people on board were employed in cleaning the 
fliip, which was in a very filthy condition, and 
, in ftripping the m'afts, and overhauling the rig- 
ging. One of the boatfwain's mates, with fome 
affiftantsi 
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affiftants, having run up a rope-wilk on fhorc, 
was employed in making what fmall cordage we 
might want j others in watering, and, in fliprt, 
in every th'ng that might contribute to put us 
in as gopd a condition, and in as fhort a time 
as pofDble ; and as fafl as the Gck recovered, they 
were put on the like employments. 

At firft fight of this ifland, it appeared with 
a moft unpromifing afpeft, being extremely 
mountainous, rugged, and irregular; but, upon 
our nearer approach, it improved upon us j and 
when we were landed, we found all the vege- 
tables which are ufually efteemed to be pecu- 
liarly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutic dif- 
orders which are contraflied by fait diet, and 
long continuance at fea •, for here we found wa- 
ter-crefles and purDain, wild-forrel, and Sicilian- 
Tadiflies, in profufion. Thefe vegetables, not 
to mention the turneps which now abound in 
every plain, with the fifh and flelh we got here, 
were not only grateful to us in the extreme, but 
were likewife very refrcfhing to the fick, and 
contributed not a little to the recovery of thofe 
who were not already too far advanced in the 
diforder to admit of relief j and to the reftoring 
of others to their wonted vigour, who, though 
not apparently under the malignancy of the 
diftemper, and its baneful concomitants, were 
yet greatly debilitated by continual watching^ 
and anxiety of mind, from which not a foul 01^ 
board was exempt. 

During the time of our rcfidence here, we 
found 
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found ctw idlawl pafts of the illand no ways lb 
fall &ton oi the (iwgiiinc p^repofleffionk we had 
firft encertaiiwd ta hi fafdur t for the woOdsi 

which covered aioft of 'the ftecpcAfaills, were 
free from all bu&es aad underwood, and afford- 
ed an eafy paHi^e riirough every part of theoi « 
aftd the irregularities of the hills and precipices, 
io the norrherfi put of die iflasd, necd^rily 
traced out, hy dieir varioos cemtmactoas, « great 
number of romantic rallies, melt of which had 
a ftiVam of the deareft water running through 
them, that tumbled in c'aTcadea from rock lo 
rock, as the bottom of the ralley t^ the courfe 
of th£ neighbouring bills was at any time broked 
' into a fudden fharp dcfceot. Some particular 
fpots occurred in thefe valliei, where die fliades 
and fragrance of the contiguoot woods, the 
loftiners of the over-hanging Tocksj and tfae 
tranfparency and frequent falls of the adglK 
bouring ftreams, prefenced fcenes of fuch ele- 
gance and dignity; as would i^ith difficulty be 
rivalled in any other part of the globe, k is ui 
this place, perhaps, that the limple i»«du6yon» 
of una^i-i^led nature majr be faid to excel all the 
fiiHiitious defcriptions of the moll animated inla* 
gihation. The fpot where the ComoiodoM 
pitched his tent, and where he chofe, during Im% 
ftay, to fix his refidence, exceeded in beauty any- 
thing that words can be fuppofed to reprefcat. 
It was a delightful litde lawn, that lay on ut eafy 
afcent at the diCtance of about half a mile from 
the fea, and was .probabljr the very ^wt on 
which 
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which £hclw}ck tweoty years before had pitched 
his tent. In front there was a Urge avenue cut 
through t^e woods to the fea fide, which Qop^ 
ihg to the watfer wixh a gehtlc defceht, opened ' 
a profped to the bay and th^ iKips at andior. 
Th^ lawn was fcitcned behind by a tafll wood 
bf frryrflc, fffecpmg rotind it in the form of a 
tfieaftKi thfe flc^e 60 Which titewoodftood rifihg 
-*kh a [fluth fearperaftenc than the fawn it:&4f, 
tMoigti npc &) tnvch bat that die hrlb and pro- 
fijBcei within iand towered up cDoBdersbljr 
aljove the tops o( tht trees, and added to tic 
grftodwr of the view;. Tbefe were, beQdes, 
two ilrcams of chcyHal water, which ran oatbe 
ri^t and left aS the ceoc, withio an ifuodred 
.yards diftance, aad were ^aded by the trees 
4hac ikirted. the lawn on eitt^r Gde, apd com- 
pleted tbe fymmetry of the whole. Add' to thefe, 
the gentle murmuring of the diftant brooks, the 
milfic of the birds among the triyrtlcs, the Iwcet 
arbtnatSc odour of the fplce-lrees tliat every- 
•When perfumed the air with their fragrance, 
mid foii may form in imagination a faint idea 
<rf tSiie fecwid paradife, which couM only be 
exceeded by the ficifci5ti<ih of the Brft. 

icisjaRoaifbin^, that^ among all die voydgers 
vho have viGtdt this forpunatc iSand b^ore us, 
wad who hftve' obliged the world with defcrip- 
tiom of it. Done of them have meatioaed a 
charjning Iktie tnrd that, wkh lu wild, various, 
and ircegular notes, eachaats the ear, and makes 
tbe woods relbund ^Ith its. melody. This untu- 

tdj.'. lU P p tbrcd 
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tored choirifter is fomewhat lefs in lizc than the 
goldfinch, its plumage beautifully intermixed 
with red and other vivid colours, and the gold- 
en crown upon its head to bright and glowing, 
when kea in the full light of the fun, that it 
furpafles all defcription. Thefe little birds arp 
far from being unconnnon or unfamiliar ; fo^ 
thfy perched upon the branches of the myrtle- 
trees lb near us, and fung fo chearfuUy, as tf thcf 
had been confcious we were Grangers, and came 
to give us welcome. 

There is, befides the above, another little bird, 
unnoticed by any former writer, and which 
feems likewife peculiar to the ifland, and confe* 
quently without a name ; it is Hill lefs than the 
former in fize, but not inferior in beauty, tho" 
not fo mufical i the back, wings, and head, are 
of ^ lively green, interml^ced with fine (hining 
goltlen fpots, and the belly a fnow white ground, 
with ebony coloured fpots, fo elegantly varied 
as no art can imitate. Totthe catalogue qf 
birds mcationed by former writers as inhabi- 
tants of this idand, fhould alfo be added black 

. birds and thruQies very like thofe in Ei^land i 

/and owls, but of a diminutive Oze. 

Of four-footed animals we faw none btit 

- dogs, cats, rats, and goats ; and of the latter 

' but few, as the dogs of various kinds, grey- 
hounds, mafiifs, pointers, fpaniels, and mui). 
grels, have thinned them in the plains, and ^riv- 
cp them to the inaccelBblc mopntains j yet fome. 
yCTO 
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Vere Ihoc by the hunters, and were preferred ' 
^y them to the beft renifon. Among thofe 
prdented to the Coinmodot% were two or three 
venerable through age, that had been, marked 
more than thirty years before by Sdkirk» who 
trained them for his fport, flit their ears, and 
turned them loofe t6 graze the mountains. 

I remember we had once an opporcunicy of obi^ 
ierving a remarkable difpute betwixt a herd of 
tiioic animals and a number of dogs i for going 
IB our boat into the eaftern bay we perceived 
fome dogs run very eagerly upcm the foot, and 
being willing to difcoverwhat game they were a^ 
ter, we lay upon our oars fometime to view theni» 
and at laft faw them take a hill, whcre> look* 
iog a little farther^ we obferved upon the ridge 
of it an herd of goats, which feemed drawn up 
ibr their reception. There was a very narrow 
path ikirted on each fide by precipices, in 
which the leader of the herd pofted bimfelf 
fioncing the enemy, the reft of the goau being 
zanged behind him where the ground was more 
open i as this fpot was insccelBble by any other 
path, excepting where this champion had placed 
himfelf, the dogs, though they ran up hill with 
great alacrity, yet when diey came within about 
twenty yards, found they durll not encounter 
this formidable Goliah,'for he would infallibly 
hav? driven the Erft that approached him down 
the precipice i they therefore quietly laid them* 
leives down, panting, and did not o&r to ftir 
while we remained in light. 

P p a , Thcfe 
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Tbele dt^ have muhtplied pnidigbii%-, anci 
have dcftroyed moft of rhe c«s at well as goac» : 
die rats, howerer, keep po&ffioB, and w^e 
ver^ tmiUefome gueflis in the n^hr, when ^lejp 
generally paid us chcir vifics. ' h ti not eafy t» 
deterounc in what' manner fucfa a muhitudeof' 
dogs fobBft:, at they are much more numerou» 
than all the other four-footed creatures tqxMi 
the ifland. Our people, indeed^ were inclisedtfr 
think, that (hey lived in a great ffleafure upea 
the -young fea-lions and feals, and fiipported 
their opkiion by the report of the Tailors, Jbme 
<mE' whom killed the dogs for foet^ who faid- 
they tafied fifliy: and, tnUy, there b hardljF 
any other way oif accoonting for eb« fobGftence 
c£ thefe animaist for, as haa been Ifiid, thejr 
hare already deftrojnd alt she goats m the ac- 
ccflible- pacts «f the coantry } fo that there now 
remain onl^ a itv among the crag» and pre^. 
-cipiccs^ where the dogs cannot foUaw them. 
Thcfe tax divided into Icparate herds of ao or go 
each, which inhabici^ftin^faftnefles, »id> never 
m'mgle with each other % by diis means we 
fou^ it extremely d^cuk to kAl them, and yet 
we woe fo delkous of their fiefti, that wc difco- 
T««d, 1 believe, all their herds, and- k waa 
thought, by comparing their numbers, that they 
icwcdy exceeded loo upon the whole idandb 
The dogs had deftroycd the parddlas, teoi| oS 
which former writers have ^ven a large ac- 
tnunt, fo that there was not one of- them to be 
ieen > wc found indeed their boroughs in the 
earth. 
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iiwtli, wluch leavos no room to doubc «f tlmf 
Imog found in plenty tivS«lkiEk'»ciiac, at vttt 
as- cats, of whick there wnow fcarcconealive.' 

FkOi mot being thus ettremely fcanx, «yt 
pMple^ bdng tired of filh, though exodlem 
in ibeir kind, at length condefceaded to eai 
ftaU, which, bf degrcca, they casw lo reliAi, 
and called them lamb. Of tfade, it beiag chdr 
brooding time, the numbers wcte incfcdtblei 
•^-ood likewhe of the fea-lion»-tbeie aMmala 
have frequently fijrioos battles among theoH 
felTa, piincipaUy about f hciv fismalet } and vc 
were one iky ^prized 1^ the 5ght <tf t«« 
animals, which, at firft. feemed differtoc from 
all we had cvct obferved ; but, on » nearer ap> 
proach, they proved eo be two fc»-fion» due 
had been goring OM aaocbcr wich their iiiQies, 
and weie cotrocd wich blood, wkb whMh tlwf 
plentifaiiy abound. This ted us to watch them. 
Aore clo^ly, and one waa obfa-Ted larger than 
the reA, and from his dnving off other males^ 
and keeping a great number of fcmales to b«n- 
iel^ he was by the feanoen bwneNMOy Itited 
the Bafluw. To this prc-«iniRence, ho#ev«'a 
be bad npo arrived without many bloody eon- 
cefts; for, (HI our people's attacking him ia 
the cnidA of Ms feraglto of females, h« made a 
di^peran defence, and, whenover^owered, che 
ftgnak of his bravery appeared ia ntHnerous 
iufls on-cvery part of his body. 

We had now bean ten datys o» this idandi 
jHbca fijme <rfour people from aa eminence dis- 
cerned 
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cerncd a fhip to leeward with her courfes eveA 
irith the horizon, ffithouc any other fail abroad 
than her mun-topfail ^ from which circum-. 
fiance, it was immediately concluded, that it was 
one of our own Iquadron ; but the weather being 
bazy, no definitive coDJediure could be ibrmed 
concerning her. She again difappeared for fome 
days, and wc were all thrown into the deepcft 
concern, fearing the weaknels of her condition 
had disabled her from working to windward* 
and that all her people had perifhed. 

We continued our employ till the 26th, when 
ve again faw the fame flitp ; and, en her nearer 
approach, could diltinguiOi her to be the Glou-* 
ce&er ; and, making no doubt of her being ia 
dillrefs, the Commodore fent our boat 00 boani 
her with water and refrelfaments. We found 
her in a miferable condititm, not many above 
100 people alive, and almoft all thofe belplefa 
with the fcurvy ; their water fo very ihort, that 
they were obliged to allow but one .pint a day to 
a man ; and the continual Saws off the land, to- 
gether with their being difabled in their fuls and 
yards, hindered them from getting into the bay. 
The next day we fent them a frelh fupply of fifb, 
greens, water, and men to help to work the Ihip % 
foon after which the Baws drove them oS again, 
and the ihip appeared no mote till the jotht 
when at two in the afternoon Ihe fired a gun, 
and made a fignal of diftrefs. She continued 
in this manner off and on, fometimes in fight, 
and ibmetimes not, till July 25, during wbick 
time. 
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time, though we often relieved the people oa 
board with water and other nece6*aries, yet their 
fuffcrings were infupportable, and their whole 
complement were reduced to abouf 96 living 
pcrfens, all of whom .niuft have pcrilhed in a 
few days more, had not the wind proved favour- 
able to bring them into the bay % but providen- 
tially a freOi gale fprung up from the fca, and 
brought them to an anchor. We immediaFcl/ 
fent men on board to aflift in mooring the lhip» 
end continued our conllant alTiftance afterwards* 
during our ftay at this place. 

The 5th of Auguft, the Commodore fent the 
Trial floop to fearch the ifland of Linle Juan 
Fernandez, left any of the fquadron Ihould have 
miftaken that ifland for the place of rendezvous, 
and might remaiA there in expefUtion of tacct,- 
ing the ceft of the fleet. 

On the j6th, the Anne pink, which was Se- 
parated from us with the re(t of the fquadroit 
fhe Z3d of April, appeared in Gght. Her arrival 
gave us new fpirits, fiie being laden principally 
-with pKivilions; and we itnmediately wereorder- 
cd full allowance of bread. This ihip Iwd been 
^bout two months in a fafe harbour, on the 
njain land, near the fame parallel with del Soc- 
coro, where ftie had been dirc£tcd by Provi- 
dence, and where (he lay in fecuritjr, enjoyed 
plenty, and her people, 16 in number, being 
once freed from their fears of Ihipwrcck, very 
jbon recovered their wonred vigour, having cx- 
|)erjcnc^ none (rf thofe hardfliips that were en- 
dured 
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dured by the reft of the fleet. Tbejr told m 
tbcy bad Teen ibine Indiius, and oae tkse took 
one of tbctr canoes w'nk a mu, a wwaimi iiome 
cbJkben, a dog, a cat, &c. aad iomc itHptetaeiKs 
£>r fifbeiy ^ but is a day «r two the whi^ fa* 
niit}r, the dog excepted, aude their efeafie from 
them in th* flaip's ifnaU boat, nod left then tbetc 
canoe in hff ftead. Th^ IndtaaSr they fay* 
voderflood a few Spawft wmrd^ and probaUf 
might have fome Uttle corre^poadencie with tkt 
feuth^n Spaaianla of Chili, or theif nearer bor- 
dering Indians ; or, perha^ fome of the Fa- 
^rs for propagating the faith may now and ' 
tben have been amoag thcBi. The principal 
K&elKmeats thejr met with in thus port, were 
wild ««teFy, neuletops, and ferrel ; cockles and 
SBulcles of an acraordinaiy fige j good ftorc of 
geefe, Iheep, and penguins. They judged it 96 
In in;kt. 45 deg. ^DmiotS. and it may'bip known 
^ aaifland whieh faces it, and which the inii» 
tMUBts cdl Iitcbiit, and by a river in which thcf 
iiwind eaeeUeot 6lfa. 

This veficU the Anfle pidk, was the laft that 
joined t» at Juan Fernandex. The rentaiaiog 
ibips of Uie fquadrod were the Sewm, tbe Pearl, 
and the Wager ftore-ftup. The Sercrn and Ffeai), 
as bu been already olKiierTcd, pH-ctd compviy 
nff Cape Noir, and, as we afterwards learned, 
put back to tbe Brazils i-fo diat of all the flups 
diat came into the Soutli Seas, tbe Wager wa 
the only (hip tharwas miOing. Capnin Cheapo 
vho coauDinded h«r, kv^iog tbe importance 
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of the charge he bad in troft, without which rtd 
emcTpriw on fhorie could be undertaken, was 
omKOitAy folicitous to reach Baldiria as thelaft: 
place of rendezvous, and the'firft to be attack- 
ed, before the reft of the fquadron fhoirid have 
fitnflied their cruife,that no blame might refl upoiV 
him, if the anack of thac city fhould be judged 
ioiprofXr to be carried into execution. But, wfiilft 
this bfxve officer waff exerting himfelf in endea-- 
vowing m keep clear of the land hi making the 
ifland of del Soccorcs he had the misfortune to 
dtOocaw his Iboutder, and thereby to difable 
. himfelf from profccuting with vigour the pur* 
pofe he had in view. The (hip being little 
better ibaa a wrfck, the crew in a miferable ds-' 
fp(»ding:caHdition, the officers quire cxhaufted, 
die weather cold and ftormy, and the witidamf 
currenu hewing in-ftioi«, all tliefe unlucky eir- 
cumftaoeet concurring, fo entangled the tkip' 
vith the Itadi, chat all the e&oits of the feeble 
crew could not prevent her from- running upon 
a fuokea rock ; where flie grounded between 
two fmall illands, not amuf<^uet-fhot frOm the' 
ibore* In this Acuaiion fbe izoittimTed entire till 
every one on board might have reached the land 
in fafeiy.and might havcftored themfelve* with- 
provifiwns, and every neceffary for their prefent 
fabliftence and future efcape : but the tngonenc 
the ihip ftrudc, aU fubofdinarion ceafed j on«'- 
part of itc crew got pofleffibn of the tequors,' 
intoaticatcd themfeives in 3 beaftlymann^f, sxid- 
grew irantic in their cOps i another part began) 
Vol. il. Q q to 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



19$ CouMODORE ANSON*s VOYAGE, 
to furnilh themfelves witK arms, and to make 
thcmfcivcs mafters of the money aod thiogs of 
moft value on board-, while the Captun, and 
fome of the principal officers, endeavoured in 
vain to maintain their authority, and to preferve 
a proper difciplinc among thcmj iii order to ef- 
fed the deliverance of as many as it was poffible 
from the common danger in which all of them 
were involved j but the mutinous difpofitioa 
that prevailed rendered every effort for their 
prefervation ineETeftual. Thofe who remained 
in poflefiion of the Diip and her ftores, pointed 
the cannon, and Bred at thofe who had gained 
the land -, thofe at land grew riotous for want 
of proviGons ■, nothing but anarchy and confu* 
fion prevailed ; and, what added to the calsf- 
trophe, a midlhipman, named Cozens, who had 
bufied himfclf in oppofition to all good govern- 
ment, was, by the Captain, ihot dead upon the 
fpot. This put an end at once to all manner of 
fubferviency ; and after this every one thought 
himfelf at liberty to purfue what fchenic he 
thought beft for his own prefervation. . 

Of about 130 perfons who reached the Ihorc, 
30 died on the place; about 80 others, hav- 
ing converted the long boat into a fchooner, 
Oiiled to the fouthward, attended by the cutter. 
Thcfe, being diftreffed for want of provifions in 
redoubling Cape Horn, and having loft their 
cutter in a ftorm, fufiered unprecedented hard- 
Ihips in their return to the coaft of Brazil, where 
only 30 of them arrived to give an account cf 
the 
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&c miferable fate of their companions, feveral 
of whom' died of hunger; others defired to be 
fet <ia fhore ; and lbme» beginning to be muti- 
nous,, they landed and defcrted. Of the 19 
who were left behind in Wager-Ifland with the 
Captain, 16 embarked on board the barge and 
the yawl, and attempted to efcape to the north- 
ward I of chefe one was drowned in the yawl, 
and four were left on a defart part of the coaft, 
where it is probable they all perilhed j the re- 
maining II, after a fruittefs attempt to weather 
a point of land, called by the Spaniards Cape 
Trefmentes, were forced to return to Wager 
Ifland, from whence they firft fee out, where 
meeting with a Chiloen Indian, who could fpeak 
a little Spanilh, they agceed with him to pilot 
them to Chiloe ; but, after coafting along for 
four days, the Captain and his officers being on 
Ihore, 6ve in number, the other fix perfuaded 
the Indian to. put to fea without them, by which 
the reft were reduced to the fad neceiTity of tra> 
veiling near 600 mites, fometimes by land, and 
fometimes by water, till at length, after a va- 
riety of misfortunes and hardfhips not to be pa- 
rallelled in romance, four of them, namely. Cap- 
tain Cheap, the Hon. Mr. Byron, who lately 
went round the world, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. 
Campbell, arrived atChilqe, where they were 
received by the Spaniards wich great humanit][. 
After fome ftay at Chiloe, the Captain and his 
three oiHcers were fent to Valparaifo, and thence 
to St. Jago, the capital of Chili, where ihey con- 
Q q 2 linued 
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tinued above a years but on adyice of a canel, 
the Captain, Mr.Byron, and Mr.Hamiltt)n,were 
permitted to return to Europe; and Mr.Catnp- 
bcU> who in the mean time had changed his re- 
ligion, chofc to embark for Spain ■, but not meet- 
ing there with the encouragement he expend, 
he foon after returned to Englandj where he 
publithed an account of his adventures^ but men- ' 
tioncd not a word of changing his religion, nei- 
ther does he aflign his reaibo for leaving Spain. 

It is very remarkable, tfaat the place wbece 
the Wager ftruck upon the rode, was fo Dear 
the harbour where the Anne pink found fhelter 
during the winter, that the Wager's people wen 
within hearing of the Pink's evening and fnorn- 
ing gun, yet never had the thought to follow 
the found, or to look out for any firagg,ler from 
their own fquadron. 
■ On the 22d, the Trial arrived from fearch- 
ing the iQand of Little Fernandez, and rq>OTtcd 
that it lies about to leagues due well from thk 
where we lay t that it is about three leagucc in 
compals, being very mountainous, with fbme 
woods and good runs of water, with multitudes 
of goats, fiifa, fea-lioas, and feals, as with u* i 
-but no fhips were to be feen, nor any marks of 
■any having been there. 

While we continued at Juan Fernandez^ be*' 
fides our neceflary employments,, we likewifc 
began, and pretty far advanced, a wharf for the 
better landing and embarking fgch nece0aries 
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as we had occafion for. Wc kept two oreiu 
employed ki baking bread for the fliip's com* 
partes, two imith's forges for repairing old 
and fiaing new iron-work, and made abundance 
of chatroal for futwe v£c. The Commodortt 
UkewUe ordered the carpenters to take a care- 
ful furvey of tbe Anne Pink, the mafter of which 
iet fortli, that fbe was in (6 rotten a •condition, 
as not to' be fit to proceed nor return «vithouc 
yery oonGderable tepairs i which reprefcntation 
upon a furrey being foond to be true, the Com- 
modore purchafed her mawriaU at a fair ¥a;lua- 
tiofl, and ordered her to be broke up, and her' 
crew to be put on board the Glouccftcr, that 
fiiip not having hands enough left to navigate 
her, much lefs to fight her, in cafe of as attack 
from- the enemy. 

This ifland lies In latitude 33 deg. 40 min, S. 
and longitude 67 deg. 37 min. W.- ftom Lon- 
don ( diftance from the main continent 105 
leagues i compafe, by the beft accounts of thofe 
who had been round it, 1 2 on 3 leagues. There 
are two fmall and very commodious bays within 
the points, whicb form the large one where we 
lay, one to the eaftward, the other to the weft- 
ward of us, and no doubt feveral others" in other 
parts of the ifland 1 variation, by an obfcrvation 
July 2, in the morning, 8 deg. 4 min. tialf £. 
'Twas reported, that the S. W. end of the ifland 
18 much more flat and level than that where we 
wfided, and the goats more numerous, but 
irood ic^fcer. 

On 
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On Tucfday, Sept. the 8th, at noon» we faw « 
fail at fca bearing N. E. bj E. and, percciviBg, 
by our glalTes that fhe could be none of mu* 
jquadron, nor an Englilh-built {btp; we fired a 
gun aa a fignal for getting all our people on 
board ; and, having uken feveral mea out of 
the Trial, bent our fails, fet. up our rigging, 
and flipt our fmall bower cfible t at fix io the 
evening we weighed in purfuit oS ber. In the 
morning of the next day we got down our 
flumps, which are generally fet up in bad wea- 
ther inftead ^ top-gallant mads, and io their 
place gpt up our top-gallant mafts and yards* 
Tigged them, and bent their fails. At eleven 
the lame morning we muftercd and quartered 
the (hip's company. At noon' the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez bore W. half S. diftance eight 
leagues t the two next days we faw nothing of 
the chace, nor any thing remarkable. 

Saturday, Sept. 12, at five in the morning 
vc faw a fail to windward, which bore down to> 
wards us, and at about two leagues diftance fbe 
hawled up the lee clue-garnet of her foreful, 
fbewed her Spanifli colours, and fired a gun, 
which we fuppofed to be a fignal concerted be- 
tween her and others which came out in c(»n- 
pany with her ; but we not anfwering nor re- 
garding it, Ihe hauled clofe on a wind and flood 
Aom us, endeavouring to cfcape ; upon which 
we gave chace* and it proving fometimes hazji 
and foggy, we were in danger of lofing fight of 
her. About nine in the morning we tacked, 
sii4 
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%nd at noon coming within gun-lhot, we Bred 
five Aiot at her rigging to bring her to ; but (he 
keeping on her courfe, we fired four tnore, on 
which (he ftruck her colours, and furrcndercd 
without making any oppoGtion. This fliip hap- 
. pcned not to be the fame we went out after. 
iShe proved a rich merchant (hip> having oa 
board 1 8,oool. Aerling in dollars and plate, with 
fome jewels, and abundance of go{d and fiiver 
twifti.but the bulk of her cargo conGfted in 
fugars and bale goods, moft of the latter Eu- 
ropean, but fome the produce of the country. 
She was called the Nueftra Senora del Monte 
Carmelo. She was of about 500 tons, was com- 
manded by Don Manuel Zamorra, and had on 
board 13 palTcngcfs, molt of them pcrfonsof 
fortune, amongft whom was the fon of the Go* 
verdOT of the city of St. Jago, the capital of 
Chili. She came from Callao, a port of Lima, 
the capital of the empire of Peru, bound foe 
V^paraifo in Chili, where thofe Ihips annually 
trade, exchanging (ilvcr in return for gold and 
corn, the latter being very fcarce in Peru. 
Some of the prifoners Informed us, that, .if we 
had -taken her in her return from Chili to Peru, 
we Ihould have met with as much gold in her 
.as we had now found lUver. She had in the 
whole a-board her 67 perfons, many of them 
Indians and black flaves, who were afterwards 
very ufcful to us in afliftmg towards the Oiip'A 
4uty. She had been 27 days from Callao, and 
wanted 
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warned not a^ove two dajrs £ul to compleac her 
TOjrage when we look. bo-. 

We found in this Oup, on fearch among ih« 
letters from iorac inerchaius bLttna to their 
friends in Chili, an account of the fate of the 
SpaniQi fquadron which had been fent after us, 
Tiz. that, in attempting to pafs the Cape, they 
had been forced to put back, after encoanter> 
ing the moft terrible ftorms and moft preffing 
famine, being reduced to two ounces -of bread 
and half a pint of water each man a day ; that, 
bcGdes being gricvoufly attacked by the fcufvy; 
which had made greater havock among them 
Aan among us, their fliips were ilmoft en- 
tirely difabled, riinr m&fts, faiU, yards, ri^ng 
snd holls in a manner fluufcred add tomt*fnecesi 
tbac Admiral Kfarro, and one more of his Iqua* 
dion, after hsvii^ fo6^Kd the greaceft ezttcmi- 
tics, had got, wiih the utmoft dE£colty,to BoeMM 
Ayres, on the River Pkte i that ano^r of th« 
fquadron, a (hip of 70 ^ns, bad been cotipely 
loft near Rto Grande, &ad that two more had 
never been heard of; that on their return they 
had feen two large (hips pafs by very near them, 
which they (uppofed to be two ftiips of our 
fquadron, bat the weather proving ftormy^ and 
the fea rumiing mountains high, they could not 
interfere with or attack each" other. Thofe 
flMps of ours we bdieved to be the Severn and 
the Pearl, and hoped they were fafcly arrived 
U (atnc port of the Brazils. Thofe lettett 
jpmjS over land from Bueoos Ayies to X^imst 
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and with tbein caqie Qthen containing Admiral 
Fifarro's . advice and, inArudioB? to iha Vice^ 
roy of Peru conpeming ust wherein be told 
him, th^t* though be himfclf Ji^ been fprccd 
back in fuch a miferable .coi^duion, not having 
above 80. or 100 of hi; men living, and his 
ihips in fo ill a ftate, that, till fufficient rein- 
forcements could come to him from Old Spain j 
he coqM not poITibly come into ihofc feas, yet 
fts the Efiglilh were a ftubborn and rcfolute peo- 
■fie, and di^g enough to perCifl obtlinateljr 
in ^t moft defpcrate undertakings, he did be- 
lieve feme of U8 might polEbly gtt round j but 
OS he experimentally knew what of nccfffity vti 
muft haiie foStred in that dreadful parage, he 
made no doubiE but w): .fiKtuld tie !■ a ver^r weak 
and de^^eUfs- condition i he therefore advifed 
the Viceroj; to Et out all the 0;reiigth of Ibipping 
he couid, and lend cbicm 'to crai& at the iiOand, 
of' Juani Fernandez, where we muft of ncceffity 
touch ,to refrclh bur people, and to repair our 
ftiips i diid farther adviie^, that, in cafe of meet- 
ing Bs, they Ihould not Hand to fight or can- 
iu)nade at a diftance, in winch poffibly we might 
have the advantage, or make our efc'ape, buif 
lhoutdb<»rd-tu at once 'foiof^d ifi hand-, which 
mufl;, if well executed^ igi our wesk conditioBy 
ii^Ufaly prove the means, of taking us. 

T^i^^ ly^ a, weim^id- lehtfoiei aad in pur« 
fuance of it the Viceroy oguipt thres flnps at 
Callao,: one .of 50,. one of' 30, and one of 20 
^WSf. : all double manned with the choice^ men 

Vol. II. R r ' they 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



3o6 CouHoooRB ANSON'S VOYAGE. 
they Goutd pof&bly procure, and fent them to 
wait for us accordingly. Thofe Ihipi arrived at 
|uan Fernandez fome time, i think, in May* 
and continued till about June the 6th, when, 
imagining that we mult be either put back or 
loft, they quitted their ftatioa, and failed for the 
port of Conception in Chili, and by this means 
we luckily milTed them : had it happened other- 
wife, as we arrived there with only our finglc 
Ihip, in fuch a defencelefs condition, and had 
they put their orders in execution with any 
tolerable degree of refolution, we muft in all 
human probability have fallen into their bands. 

Our prifonert informed us further, that thofe 
ibips, during their cruife, had met with aftorm, 
in which they had received fb much damage,' 
that it muft be at leaft two months before they 
could again be ^t to go to fea. The whole of 
his intelligence ^ as favourable as we could 
have wiftied ■, anil-fiow we were at no lofs to 
account for the fielh marks we found at Juan 
Fernandez, of thu iihod's having been lately 
viGted by fomc white people. 

Sunday the 13th, having got on board moftof 
the prifoners of note, and all the filver, we 
made 1^1 for Juan Fernandez i and the weather 
proving yery moderate, at fix in the eveniog 
that ifland bore N. W. by N. at the dtftance of 
five leagues. At three the next morning we 
fired dirce guns, as a fignal to the Ihips in the 
bay. Ac four we anchored, got i^ our fmall 
bower 
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bower Cftble^ which we hid (lipped at leaving the 
place^ and moored our Qiip. 

The 15 th we employed in watering, and fee- 
ing up our rigging, in order to purfue our 
Tojrage. And this day, the Commodore being 
informed that feveral merchant- fitips were now 
purfuii^ their tr«de without fear of any fur. 
priae, the Trial was ordned out on a cruif^ 
and pnxietiipd tmmediitdy. 

The 1 6th we got up a new top-gallant- maft; 
and waaring fome cordage we were fupplied with 
it from the Gloucefter. This and the following 
days, until the 19th, we fpent in getting crery 
thing ready for fea with the utmoft expedition. 
' The. 19th we fenc 28 of our prifoners on 
board the Gloucefter, (he being weakly manned, 
and thoC; prifoners being good failors. We 
likewife fupplied the prize with tvra months 
provilions of all forts, at full allowance, for 20 
men ; put aU the guns belonging to the Anne 
pink on board of heri and, having left orders 
with Captain Mitchell, of the Gtoucefter, cq 
bura the pinit, tc^ther with her ufelefs fiores, 
and appointed him his ftation off the town of 
Payta, which is the place where the (hips be- 
tween Lima and Panama generally touch to de- 
liver part of their cargoes to be difpcrfed 
through the inland parts of Peru, with orders 
to fail to that ftation as' foon as polCble, we 
weighed, and took leave of our winter refi- 
deoc^ in company with the prize, which the 
R r 2 Com- 
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Commodore badfiited;up tocruifeigji^ U0 

. enemy. 

The 2 1 ft, 9,t four in t)ie evening, wehadtho 
Un light of this iHanda it then bearing from us 
W. by N. at the dSlince of 17 leagues. The 
remaining days, until the a4th, we had'variabtc 
and oncertato weather, ra whith «e fpfit our 
maimtop-fftil and fmc-h^, and - received' feme 
AttwtE (light dam^. ■• » ' '■-'•''' '—' • 

The 24th, atBvoiti-ilMiavnfin^-tM^iiigibBW- 
vhac faszy, wc .f«ir..tvni.&il ta wibdwand, on 
which we ckarfd flaipk iA ordf f tp^be ncadjE to 
engagcv the ^rgoQ; of {he tw.» ftipS; ^ctriog 
dowa upoa us. -At fcvcn. Ihf catne &^ ae^t 
that ve haled her in Spanifli, and Q» aafwecol 
in En^liih, aod told us, that the was a prize 
taken by the Trial, and that her coptort was 
Aie Trial itfelf, which was very much difyfilcd. 
At II the next morning, there being a jiacd gale 

. dnd high fea, the Trial 6red' two gums as a fig- 
nal of cKftrefs, and bore away before the wind, 
and we after her. The feme day half an hoar 
paft noon we fpoke with llic Trial, and found 
Ibe had fprung her tn^iMnaft, and that her 
mabrtop-Doaft had come by the bpacd : and as 
wc w.cre.a)l of us ftwding to the eastward oext 
morning, with a ftsfh gale a$ i^uth. fiie ha/X 
the additionaL misfoitune to fpring hcR forc- 
maft i ia that now flie had not a naaA left. 
This was a great obftrudtion t for now we ba4 
intellige/ice by the Trial's prize, that there were 
many fliips at fca 'rtchl^ Uden, and th^ thcy 
had 
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- hod BO ^ppielMn&^nf of bdng aitooked by. m, 
having received tntelligence that our li^tiadfon 
yas citibec . pwc baskr or deftro^d. {n-the 
courfc, therctore, of the 48 ho^r& we vcfc,dt- 
ttffied in. waicing upoii the Trial, .1 am per- 
Ibaded we tnifled the taking m^aj valuable 
prizes. The rcfult was, tfaar a couocil beii^ 
called, and ail the oiBcers coovened togech^ 
OD bcnxd ouE fhiji, a. uaa.thero cpaclitdcd, that 
in ber, prefent conditba the Trial could be of 
no {acti{ec fervice }. aadche Commpdtvc* beitK 
rofcj.ved.;o fepvate the Iliips, in order t» ceuife 
fi^vx the <:oaft ta the ^^teft aduaRttagT) gftvc 
OFclsrs. to Cagtala Charles Saund?JCf, the CoiOr 
maqdier*. to. buxa the 'tfiali anjd.itf ber rooia 
coimniffionod the Trial'? |?ri?sc for iiis.Majcfl:y*« 
iervice, with the fapie CQmniaadcr,.o&ceu« and 
people. This (biptt^ Trial's prize,. Wa^ called 
by the Spaniards thcl it^ueAra Ser}qra:de Ari»> 
iazie ; but, being now comrnifCoqed.fQr hjs M»r 
jelly's Ibrvfce, the was henceforth, ^called tlut 
TriaiV Prize. She was the largeft ffijp.we tool^ 
in thole feas, being between. five andVlJic.hiiii-'. 
dred tons, and Ictaded Witb bale goods, fug^r^ 
and other commodities,' to a'conliderablevalue^ 
sod about 5000I. in fpecie and wi-oug,bt£lver. 

The 2Scfa, at nine id the morning,, we parted 
with the Trial and both the prizes, ' . 

The 3CFth, we faw the main land of Giili. 
This day we began to exercife our peoj^e with 
fmall arms, which v/i&. the 6r(t time we had 
dpnric fipcewe came \av> thofe Teas, andwhic^ 
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we contiiraed at aU proper opportunidea during 
the Toyage. 

On the ift of GAober we ctme In fight of 
the high hnd of Vtlparaifo, bearing N. E. hdf 
E. at the diftance of about 14 leagues. This 
city lies id the latitude of 32 deg. 58 min. S. 
hs longitude from Loudcni is by my accoun 
80 deg. 37 min. W. ^ 

On the 5th, tbcCommodaie, being informed 
that there were murrnurings amongtl the peo- 
]^e, becaufe the prize-money was not immedi- 
ately divided, ordered the articles of war to be 
read •, and after that remonftrated to them on the 
dai^er of mutiny, and laid he had heard the 
Texfon {^ theirdifcootent, but afiured them their 
properties were fecured by aft of parliament 
as firmly as any one's own inheritance, and 
that the money, pbte, &c. were waghed and 
marked in public ; fo that any capable perfon* 
if he pleafed* might take an inventory of the 
whble. He then read an account of the parti- 
cnlars, and told them they might (if they 
pleafcd) make choice of any peribn to take an 
inventory for them, or buy dieir parts. This 
^read a vi&ble joy, and gave content to every 
one. We continued cruiBng off tt^ coaft of 
ValparaHb till the 8th, when at twelve at night 
we broke the mam tpp-lail yard in the flings, 
on which we unbent the top-fail and got down 
the broken yard. At ten in the morning we 
law the high land o£ Choapa, and over it the 
Cordillera mountunsi being part of that long 
ridge 
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ridge of mountuns called the Andes, which 
run from one end of South America to the o- 
thn, appearing exceOiTely high, with their tops 
covered with fnow. 

The i4,th we crofied the fouth Tropic to the 
northward, and from this time, till we were 
Ibme degrees to the northward of "the Equator, 
met with nothing but hit weather atid a fmooth 
fea. 

The 2ift, at noon, the high land of Morre 
Quemado bore E. by N. at the diftance of four 
leagues J and here we continiled craifitg off 
and on till Nov, 2, when, about fix in the 
morning, we faw -two fail of (hips ftanding to? 
wards us ; upon which we madv a clear fhip, 
and immediately gave them chace, when we 
ibon perceived that they were the Trial and 
Centurion prizes. As we had the wind of them, 
we brought to, and watted their coming up, 
when Captain Saunders came on board, and ac- 
quainted the Commodore that he had cleared 
the Trial purfuant to his orders, and having 
fcuttled her, he remained by her till Ihe funk ; 
but that it was not till the 4th of 0£lober bc> 
fore this was effected, by rcafon of the great 
fwell and holtow feaj that, during his. attend- 
ance on the lioop, they were all driven fo far 
to leeward,. that they were afterwards obliged 
to ftretch a fong way to the leftward, to regain 
the ground they had loftj that in their cruife 
they had met no prize, nor had feen any ye&l 
on all the coalt, ' 

Nov, 
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Kov. the jd, at 6tc in the ereniag, the iOaad 
of Alia, in bt. 13 deg. 5 min. S. long. S^deg^ 
43 mio. W. bore fFOtn us N. E* by E. diftance 
five leagues. 

The 5th, It four in the eveniog, we faw the 
ligh land of Barranca, bearnig N. £. bjr E, 
diftanc eight or nine kagues » and half an hojir 
after we &w a fail to the noithward, to whom 
we gave chace, and cleared our Ihtp for engag- 
ing. At 10 in the evening we came up with 
lier, fired e^ht gUDS, and took her. She cams 
fiwngoaiaquil, and was bound for Callao, with 
dmber, cacao, cordage, tobacco, cacao^nufs, sod 
9 linaU trunk with bale goods ; all of little value 
to us, though a very coafidcrable lofg to the 
Spaniards. She was called the Sanu Tereta* 
commanded by Don Bartolo Urrunaga, with 
betwccB 30 and 40 people 00 board, pafiengen 
included, aod.fi'e or Qx women, be&dei children* 
^ur Third Lieutenant, two otherofficers, and » 
party of iaJlors, were feat on board to commaad 
and take care of her I and our other prizes being 
far a-Aem, occalioned by our chaciag this Aip, 
vc lay by till fpur the neu mornii^, and fired 
a guB every hour as a fignal for their joining vsi 
This day. I find, by the diffeteacc c^ our dead 
reckonu^ and obfervatiooe, a current to fee a* 
long this CQ3A to the northward oi jaear a mite 
30 hour. 

The 7th, wc were employed in getting aboard 

iereral necefiary ftorca, as [daiiki, cordage, and 

^e like, from our laft prize, for the ufi: (tf ^ft 

fi]uadroD. 
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fquadron. The fca here appeared ftw feveral 
miles of a blood-red colour, which the prifooers 
informed us was common in chofe parts, and of 
which mention has been made more than once 
already in this work. This day we found aboard ■ 
. the prize, in Ipecie and plate, 50 pounds averdu- 
pois weight. 

The 9th, we brought from on board the Te- 
refa 10 ferons of cacao, one of wax, and 180 fa- 
thom of three and a half rope. 

The 1 oth, we brought from on board our (irft 
prize the Carmelo, the following good^ viz. 
cloth two bales, bays five ditto, fugar 182 loaves, 
ftraw mats two, tar one fkin, raifons three bales, 
' indigo four ferons, cotton cloth one bale, hats 
two cafes, and 25 loofe ones, Ikins one parcel, 
chocolate one bag, camlet one bale and two 
parcels, filks one box, lead four pigs, and combs 
one fmalt parcel. 

The 1 2ih, at five 10 the morning, we faw a 
jSiil, to which we gave chace i but there being 
very little wind, we manned and armed oup 
barge, pinnace, and the Trial's pinnace, and 
fent theffl to take her, and at eight they boarded 
and took her, and brought her to us at half an 
hour paft 10. She was called the Carmen, com- 
manded by Signior Marcus Marina, and came 
out of Payta the day before, bound to Callao, 
laden with iron and cloth, being a vcl-y valuable 
cargo. We found on board an IriOiman, nam- 
ed J(An Williams, who pretended himfclf a pri- 
foner amongft them, and with much feemins 
Vol. a S f joy 
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joy entered with us. He informed us, that, a- 
tnongft other ftips in the Port of Payta, tbey 
left in the road a bark which was taking in 
400.000 dollars, with which fhc would faU for 
Panama in a day or two at fartheft ; and the 
i^anifh prifoners being examined, and conBrm- 
ing the intelligence, and farther giving fome ac- 
count of the -ftrength of the place, the CoamO- 
dore retolved to attack it this very night, and 
made preparations accordingly. Mr. Thomas 
Simmers, mace of our Ihip, with one niidfbip* 
man and about 1 o or 1 2 men,' were fent to com- 
mand and take cate of this laft prize. At four 
in the afternoon. Point Nooura bore E. by S. 
lialf S. diftant eight leagues. At 10 at night, 
we fcnt Qur barge, pinnace, and Trial's pinnace, 
to attack the town of Payta, by furprize. They 
had 49 men well armed, and were cummandcd 
- by the Lieutenants Brett, Dennis, and Hughes, 
who had orders, if pofllblc, to fecure the Gover- 
nor of payta, and fend him prifoncr 00 board, 
in order by that means to procure a fupply of 
provifions, and a ranfom for the town. Half aA 
hour after j i we founded, and found 4| fathom 
water, the ground mud, the idand of Lobos 
bearing N. N. E. at the diftance of three or 
four miles. At feven in the morning. Point 
Onado^ being the point that forms the bay of 
Payta, bore S. S. £. two miles diftant ; ajod the 
town of Payta at the fame time began to opeq 
in a direA line with it, diftant about four miles i 
fQ9a aft^ which we faw our BnuOi colours fly- 
ing 
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iog cm the caftte. At id, the Trial's boat came 
on board, loaded with gold and filver, cori^ 
wrought plate, jewels, and rich moveables* 
They informed us, that they took the tona , 
about twQ in the morning ^ and that, though 
the Spaniards had fome time before been ap- 
prized of our intent, they yet made a very faint - 
refinance, having fired but two guns from theic 
caitle before our men landed, and a few kaiii 
arms afKrwards, when they aHqukted the towa 
with the gfeatcft. precipitation. The Goveraoi; 
and his family nude their efcape in fi> much- 
hafte, that his lady was handed out of a windoW' - 
with no other cloaths. to cover her but her Shifts 
All the tnhabitanis Bed in the like coi^ofion, ex- 
cept fome n^ro wonun and children. In thM . 
a^ioa wc loft one man, Peter Obrian, the Com- 
modore'sfteward^whowaslhacthrougkthebceaik 
by a mu&)uet bad! -, and had two wounded, t«r 
wit, Arthur Ljjfk, a quarter- mafter* atid the 
Spaniib pilot of the Tcrefa, whom we had made 
uie of as a guide; the firft through xite fieOiy 
part of the arm near the Ifaouldyer, the f«comi 
through the wrift, but neither dangerouQy : and 
1 have had it reported from &veral officers then 
on Swrc, that our men ran to the aidack, and 
fired in fo irregular a manner, that ii was, and 
fiiU remains a doubt, whether thofe were sot 
flioi by our peopk rather than, by the eneoiy. 

The town oi Fay ta, at the time of the atta^ 

had a £art widi eight guns ouDunted, which Qom.' 

mandcd the town and barboui: ; and ihe bajjuon; 

S f a 9i 
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of the Governor's houfe, which again command- 
ed that fore tc^echer with feveral other houfes, 
was lined with armed men, of which there might 
be about 400 in the town ; but thefe people 
having enjoyed a long peace, and being enervat- 
ed by the luxury fo cuftomary in thofc parts, 
their arms in a bad condition, and no perfon of 
expcfience or courage to head them^ it is no 
wonder that they made fo fmall a reGftaoce, and 
were all driven out of the town in lefs than half 
an hour by only 49 men i but I believe the noife 
of two drums which we made ufe of, together 
with the fuddennefs of the furprize, contributed 
to intimidate them» and facilitated our fuqcels. 

On our getting pofleflion of the caftle, our 
cunmanding- officer very inconfiderately order- 
ed the guna to be thrown over the walls, which 
accordingly was executed ; but Ibme time after 
refle^ing on the ill confequence which might 
attend that proceeding, he ordered two of them 
to be got up and re mounted. 

At 1 1} our barge came on board, loaded with 
money, plate, and jewels. This town containt 
about 140 or 150 houfesi there are in it two 
churches, which, together with the Governor's 
houfe and caille, are the only remarkable build* 
ings. There are feveral large ftore-houfes full 
of rich European,Afian, and American goods, all 
which were deftroyed when we fet the town on 
fire ; of which in its place. The town lies in 
li^itude 5 dcg. 3 min. S. and longitude from 
London 8S deg. 48 min. W. This aftemooa 
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we employed ourfelves in getting off the fAun- 
der, and provifions of hogs and fowls, wbkh 
were here io great plenty. In the evening we 
anchored in jo fathom water, the town fKaring 
from us S. by £. half £. at about three milet 
diftance, not being able to get farther in, bf 
rcafon of the flaws of wind from off the land. 

From this time to the 15th we were cinpk>yed 
ia getting on board the plunder, which chieif 
confifted of rtch brocadeG,laced cloaths, bales o£ 
fine lincDS and woolens, Britannia's, Qays, and 
the like % u^echer with a great number of hogs* 
ibooe Cheep and fowls, cafes of Spanilh brandic* 
and wines, a great quantity of onions, olives, 
fwect-meats, and oiany other things too tedious 
to name i all which the lailors hoped would kawe 
been equally divided among the Ihips companiet^ 
but they found themfelves difappoioted. 

We found in the road, one fhip, two fnows, 
one fchooner, and two quarter-gallics, all which 
we took poffefljon of. The 14th, io the mora- 
ing, we faw a bark-log as they call it, being a 
fort of raft made of the ftumps of trees fattened 
together, overlaid with poles, and covered with 
fmall twigs twilled mat- wife, with lereral peo- 
ple in her coming along ihore from the fouth- 
ward. She had a fort of malt and fail in her, 
and at firlt fight we knew not what to make of 
her ; and none of our own boats being on board, 
we fenc the carmen's boat, with Mr. Langdon, 
a midfhipman, who commanded in the lecond 
place on board that Ihip, and fomc armed pea- 

pi«. 
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pie, to purfuc them, who perceiviag it put ort- 
fliore, and made their efcape over the rocks. 
Mr. LangdoD took their bark-log, which be 
Ibund to be Uden with dried filh, which we 
fuppofe they were carrying to Payta for a mar- 
ket. Thia evening the Spaniards, who had all 
along appeared in great numbers from the hills, 
and were now conBderably increafed, making a 
ihew of warlike preparations, as if they defigncd 
in the night tO attack our people in the town* 
they thereupon barricaded the ftreets, and 
kept very ftriA watches, to prevent a far- 
prize. Several negroes delivered themfclves ap, 
deiiring to be made prifoncr^ thai they might 
.have fome food, and more efpecially water, to 
keep them from periftiing j for the country 
thereabouts being for many miles round quite- 
barren and fandy, without either ivater or any 
Other thing neceflary for ^fir, and the neareft 
town to them, named as I think San£ta Cruz, 
\vbence relief might be got, being a day and a 
half or two days journey off, the people who 
had left the town were in a ftarving condition, 
and we had melancholy accounts of feveral dy- 
ing among them for Want chieBy of water dur- 
. iog our fmall ftay ; and yet lb greatly were they 
infatuated or frightened, that they never offered 
totreatfor the ratifom of the place, which if they 
had done, I believe it would not have been de- 
ftroyedi in which cafe they might have fecnr* 
ed to ihemfclves -not only their habitations, but 
proviiioiu and water enough (till they couU 
have 
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have got a frelh recruit), which we (hould oa 
that cpadttion have readily left them. 

The town feems to be very unhappily fitoat- 
cd on that and feme other accounts, tbey hav- 
ing no water bat what is brought them by land- 
carriage from feveral leagues off; fo that they 
are obliged to keep very confiderable quantities 
by them in earthen jars, not only for fJieir own 
ufc, but for the Ihips who frequently touch herCi 
where they Ukewife often untoad,and take infrefli 
cargoes. They are in the fame cafe aa to grain* 
bread, and almoft all other neceflaries of life ; 
and lie fo open to an enemy, that the town has 
been often taken and ruined by the Englilb, 
•Dutch, and French ; all which inconvenicncie^ 
one would imagine, Ihould tempt them tochange 
their fituation-: burthen the convcniency of their 
trade is fo great, being the only proper ptaoe 
they can pitch on for a mart between Panama 
and Peru, thit they pre&r this lucrative conve- 
nience to all other conliderations. 

Among the Qaves who had defiicd to be «h 
tertained in our fervice, was one, who, having 
been a flave in Jam;iu:a4 had on the deatii of his 
maAer obtained his liberty, and thereupon en** 
tered himfelf a fervanc to one of the South'Ses 
Company's fa&ors, whom he accompanied t* 
' Porto Bello and Panama, and there got into the 
fervice of a SpaniQi gentler.ian, who took a greac 
fancy to him, and with whom he went to Lima 
in Peru, where this mafter likewife dying lefc 
|iim 4 very confiderable legacy ^ but the power 
being 
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Imng iTow in the hands of his executors, thejr 
not only defrauded him of this legacy, but made 
him a flave a fecond time. He was now at 
Payta with one of his new mafters, on his paf- 
fege from Lima to Panama, when he took this 
vpportunity to come over to us s and being 3 
▼ery handy fellow, and accuffiomed to wait on 
gentlemen, he was immediately taken into the 
Commodore's fervice, came with us into Fng- 
land, and, I believe, continued with him till his 
death. This perfon gave us fome information 
of the defigns of the Spaniards on (Iiore, and 
told IIS we had killed one or two of them, and 
wounded feveral others i but this account was 
never, that I know of, farther confirmed. 

The 15th, in the morning, we lent on fliore 
jdt our SpaniOi, and leveral of our Indian pri- 
loners, keeping all the blacks and Ibme of the 
Indians, to affift in working the Ihips, 2ec. To 
the blacks, who were all or moft of them Saves, 
was promifed their liberty in England, in cafe 
they would ftand by and aOift us againfl our 
enemies the Spaniards ; which they all promif- 
ed very cordially : but we couW foon difcover, 
that, notwithftanding their feeming condcfcen- 
fiofi, moft of them would have much rather con- 
tinued in the fervice of their old tnaHers, than 
£iil to accept of liberty with us ; not that I be- 
lieve thofc people were in love with flavery, or 
would not willingly have had their liberty, but 
then it muft be on their own terms, the Spa- 
niards in thofe pans being in great awe of the 
Indians* 
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lodtuii, vbom, though tbe^ hire fubdutfd, and 
feem to have incorponucdainong dKm,they dare 
A»t truft, but keep tbeJe. blacks as gtnrds, and 
u& tfaem well. The txvah it,, thoft Indians han 
fiill preTerved, by tradition from father to Ibix 
ibe mempry of tbe great cruelties which the firft 
SpaniflrdB exercifed in thofc parts, and arc angry 
enough at their prcfeat hard u&ge. They look 
on themfclves as the natural lords of tbe couif 
^, and the Spaniards as.Mvctous intruderst 
and cruel inhuman tyrants ; aad want imly Qpr 
portunity to make them fenfiUe qf their refeaC" 
ment« and to recover their loft country and Ih- 
berty. 'Tis on this account that the Spaaiard* 
are very kind to their black Haves* whom they 
cheriOi andencourt^e highly, and look on them 
ia the iame light of a ftanding militia, alvyft 
ready to arm againft thcofe Indians i fo that^ 
tbotigh die negroes in all other pUntatioos ia 
die Weft Indies are ever ready for revolts and 
rebellions* tbefe, o^ the odntrary, are always rea- 
dy ui defend their kind m^ers with their live^. 
In efieft they Ijve very *»fy, ai-e. &voufed hf 
the SpaniardSk Atid fcern aod.lnfult tiKpeer In- 
dians, who in return half and deteft both there 
and their mafter,s i ttiaFJ^eiAg aU that. is left la 
the'u" power, 

This day an order was givfn to Mr. Brett, the 
then commanding officer qfi.lhQre, tobiiman^ 
deftroy the town entirely, the two churches 
which ftood a little out qf tht way of the reft. 
only excepted t the Spanifirda, as has been al- 

Vot. II. t t ready 
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nadjr Cud* never haviog made any advaoce to^ 
wards creating for its raoibm. 

But nov, before I eatirely quit the relation of 
our tranfadkuu at this pUce, it may, perhaps, be 
ex^cAed, that I flsould give a more pardcuUr 
account of the booty we made, and of the lols 
the Spaniiirds fuftained. I have already obferv' 
cd, thai there were great quantities of vatttsble 
tScGts in the town i but, as moft of them were 
what we could neither difpofe of, nor carry away, 
the total of this merchandize can only be ruddy 
guelTed at. The Spaniards, in their reprefenta-- 
tions fent to the court of Madrid (as we were 
afterwards afllired), cftimated ihetr whole Id& at 
a million and a half of dollars ; and when ii is 
confidercd, that no fmall part of the goods we 
left behind us, were of the richcft and moft ezw 
penfive fpecies, as broad-cloths, filks, cambrics, 
velvets, &c. I cannot but think tbeir valuatXHi 
Sufficiently moderate. ' 

As to oorlelves, the acquiGtkm we made, 
though inconOderablc in comparifon of what we 
deftroyed, was yet far from defpicable i for the 
wrought- plate» dollars, and other coin, which 
fell into our hands, amounted to upwards of 
30,0001. belides feveral rings, bntcclecs, and 
Jewell, wbofe intrinfic value we could not then 
cftimate : and over and above ail this, the plun- 
der, which became the property of the immediate 
captors, was very great i fo that, upon the whole, 
it was by much the moft important booty w« 
met with upon that coaft. 

Ther« 
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There mnAins ftill another matter eo be re- 
lated, which on account of the fignal honour 
which our national charader in'thole parts has 
thcDcc received, and the ccputation which our 
Commodore in panicuUr has therebjr acquired, 
merits a diftinA and circumftantial difcuflion, 
1 have already oblerved, Att all the prifoners 
taken by us were, before our departure, put on 
fhore, and . difchargjK), amongft whom there 
were fome perfons of confiderable diftiaflion, > 
efpecially a youth of about 17 years of age, foa 
of the Vice-PreQdent of the Council of Chili. 
As the barbarity of the buccaneers, and the art- 
ful ufea the ecdefiaftics had made of it, had filled 
the natives of thofe countries with the moft ter- 
rible ideas of Englifli cruclcy, we always fbnnd 
our prifoners, at their 6rft cotniog on board us, 
to be extremely dejeded, and under great hor- 
ror and anxiety i particularly this youth, who, 
having never been from home before, lamented 
his captivity in the moft moving manner, r^rec- 
ting, in very plaintive terms, his parents, bts bro- 
thers, his filters, and his native country i of all . . 
which, be was fully perfuaded, he had taken his 
laft farewel, believing that he was now devoted 
for the remaining part of his life to an abjeA 
and cruel lervitudc. Indeed, his compaoioos on 
board, and ail the Spaniards that came intoour 
power, had the fame defponding opinion of their . 
fituation. Mr. Anfon conftauly exerted his ut- 
moft endeavours to efface thofe terrifying im- 
prelSoos ^ey bad received of us, always ukii^ . 
T t ? car?, 
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care, that as many of tkc principal people aOiOng 
them as there was room for flbould diae at ht$ 
table by turns ; and giving the mod pricBip- 
cory orders* too, that they flioold always beu«ae> 
1^ with the utmott decency and hwnanicy ; boCt 
ootwithftanding this precaotton, it was Qeaen^ 
ob£nved, that £ar the. Brft day or two they did 
not quit their fears, fiilpeifling the gentlencis ot 
eheir ufsge to be only prepoi atory ta Ibmfrim- 
tiioughi-of calamity. However, being at length 
QonvifKcd of our fincerity, tkey grrw pei^AIjr 
eafy ia iheir fituanoa.: and remarkably chearftil i 
lo that ic was ^ecfl ^diiputabtct whether or aa 
theyi confidered ihcir beihg detained by ui as % 
misfortune: for the ywicb I hasie above men- 
tioned, who ivas near! nro nuat^ on board us 
Had ac iaft lb far oosqiHred- his mcUtwholy fill'* 
niHbs,.and hadr taken ftich an a^Aion co Mr, 
Anion, Ihai it is: daubt^l to tns, whether, if his 
oftrn opioicm had hsoi diked, he wo^kl not kar* 
po^Dnscdavagage ia<£agland in ibe CcMurion, 
X9 the being fetoaJhare atP^yta, where he was 
at. liberty to PMgrn to his couMry ofid friends. 

Tbb condn^ of the Commodore to his pri- 
{bocfs which was-contiftucd without interraptioa 
or deviation, gave them all the higheft idea of 
his humanity and benevolence, and eccafionet) 
them, likewift, (aa mankind are fond of form- 
ing g^cr*! opinbns) to entertain very favour^ 
9blc thoughu of thawhole EhgHfli nation. But 
whatever they Oiight be di^fed to think of 
Hfr. JM^B bfiw? tht capture of the Terefa^ 
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i^eir Tcnentioa fot him was prodigioufly k^ 
creafcd by lui conduft txwrards tbeUdies wboiii 
he toolc in chat rcSBtli for, being iiformed 
thft then were amoi^ them a mother and two 
ibughten e£ cxquifice bcsutfi who were of 
qOatitf, he not only give order* that tbcf 
Hiouid be left in fiall pofleaion of tbeir ovk 
ppattmerui, buc alfi» forbid, on the levereft pe* 
■uUtiei, any of the comtnoD peoplron boarA 
inm sppraaching then ] and* thac they mi^ 
be the more certain of having thdeordim com- 
pbed with, or of having the means of omo- 
pbaamg if they were not, he permitted tht 
|Mlat, who in Spamfii ibips is generally she fe*> 
cond perfon on board, to &wf with them ai 
a gmrdian and pcotedor. Tbde were meafunt 
chat litenied lb di&itat fiwin what nught havt 
fattn cxpe£brd from an enemy and an heretic* 
that the Spiaiords on board, though they ha4 
tbcmfelres cxpenenced bit beneficeitce, were fw- 
{viacdat thb new-infUnoc of kt and the taott 
fa, ai all this was done wiibooc folicitation, and 
wsdtetlt the interpofiiien of one friend to inter^ 
cede in their favour. The ladies wCM fb fen* 
fihie td the obligations they owed him for the 
care and aceniion mth which be tiroce&al 
them, that they abfolutcly refufed to go to 
^Tc at Payta, lilL ih^ bad been permitted ta 
mil on him on board the Centurion to recuA 
tiim thanks in peribn. Indeed, aU the prifbnetft 
left Us with the Ihongeft affuntoces of their 
]Bra(cful ruaesibfaace of lot uacommon creat- 
roent: 
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inent : a jefuit, to particular, whom the Con^ 
modore had taken, and vibo was an eccIefialHc 
of ibme diftindion, could not help ezprcBing 
btmrelf with great thankfulncfs for the civili- 
tits he and his countrymen had found on 
board, declaring, that he Ifaould coofidcr it as bis 
duty to do Mr. Anfon iuflice at all times, adding 
that his ulagc of the men prifoners was fuch as 
could never be forgotten, and fuch as he fliould 
never fail to acknowledge upcui all occafions % 
hot that bis behaviour to the ladies was fo ex- 
traotdtoary, and lb extremely honourable, that 
lie doubted if all the r^ard due to his own 
ecckfiaftical chara&er would be fufficient to 
render it cre^ble. Indeed, we, were afterwards 
iitformed, that he and the reft of our piilboers 
had not been filcnt on this head ; but that, both 
at Lima and ai other places, they had given the 
greateft encomiums to our Commod(»et that 
ttiejel^uit, in particular, as we were told, on hU 
account, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical 
fenfe, chat article of his church which afferts 
the impoQibility of heretics being faved— But 
to return : 

After we had finilhed oar buGne^, fet 
the town in flames, and got the treafure on 
board, Mr. Brett, the officer who commanded 
the attack, having colteded Jus men together, 
was diret^iog his march towards the beach 
where the boats waited to take them on board, 
when the Spaniards on the hill behind the 
town, obfcrving his retreat, refolvcd to try if 
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they could not precipitate his departure, and 
ther^y lay fomc foundation for future boafting. 
To this end a party of faorfe, all picked men 
fingled out for this daring entcrprizCi marched 
down the hill with much feeming refolution t fo 
that* had we not entertained a juft opinion of 
their prowefSf we might have imagined, tha^ 
now we were upon the open beach, with no 
advantages of lituation, they would certainly 
have charged us: but we prefumed, and wc 
were not miftaken, that all this was mere olten- 
tatitm ; for, notwithftanding the pomp and -pa- 
lade they at firft came on with, Mr. Brett had 
no fooner ordered his men to halt and face a- 
bout, than the enemy ftopi their career, and 
sever dared to advance a flep farther. 

When our people arrived at their boats and 
were ready to go on board, they were for fomc, 
time retarded by mifling one of their numtier i . 
and being unable, on their mutual enquiries a- 
mong each other, to' inform themfelves where 
he was left, or by what accident detained, they, 
after a conQderable delay, refolved to get into 
their boats and to depart without him : but, 
when the taft man was a£lually embarked, and 
the boats were juft putting off, they heard him 
calling to them to take him in. The place 
was by this time fo thoroughly on fire, and the 
Imoke covered the beach fo cffe^ually, that 
they could fcarcely difcern him, Aough they 
beard bis voice. However, the Lieutenant in- 
fiantiy ordered one of the boats to bis relief^ 
who 
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wbofouad him up to ibe dm b water, for lie 
had waded as far as be durftt being eztren^ 
irightcned mth the appreiiMfions of falli^ Into 
the hands c^ an enemy, enraged, ai they doubt* 
lefs were, at the pillage aod deftrudton of their 
town. Ob enquiring into the caufe of his ftay> 
ing behind, it was found that be bad taken that 
morning too large a dofe of brandy, which had 
thrown bim into fo found afieep, thathe()idnoc 
awake till the fire catne near enough to liiarcb 
him. He was ftraagely amazed, at firft opeoing^ 
his f yei, CO fee the houfes oa a blaze on one fide, 
aad (evcrat Spaniards and Indiaat not far irom 
lum OD the other. The gmcnefs and toddeanefr 
of his fright inftaody reduced hiroinn>*ftate of 
ibbriety, and gave him fufficienc prefence of mind 
to pulh through the thidtcft of the fmoke, as 
the likdiett means' to efcape the enemy ; and, 
making the bctt of his way to the beach, he ran 
as far into the water as hcdurft (for he could not 
Iwim), before he ventured to look back* . 

By the time our people had helped ftielr com- 
rade out o£ the water, and were making the bed 
c^ their way to the iquadron, the Qames had 
taken poflcflloa of every part of tbe town, and 
burnt fo furiouQy, both by means itf the combuf> 
tibles that bad been dtftribatedfor that puipoft, 
and by the flightnefs of tbe materials of which 
tbe htHiToa were compofed, and their aptitude to' 
take fire, that it was fuficienely appatcot no ef- 
fiwts of the enemy (though 'they flocked down 
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id gnat jluiabeM) could [loffildr put a flop co 
it* or prevent the entire deftru&ioa of tluplact, 
fin4 all bbe msrcbandisK Q9nt»iMd therein. Mr. 
^txi^ }^4 i^ ci)ri(ifi,ty <o d^lioeate ita appear- 
ance^ cogeth^ w^th th^t of the Ihipi ia tbe^ar- 
.bour^. as noav Jbc ^ecn in the Place. 

Our det^co^raenc having now lately joined the 
fquadroDj the (jpmmodore prepared to leave the 
place the lame evening. At feven, Cape Blanco, 
in lac. 4 deg. i^ min. S. and long. S8 dcg. 1$ 
mm. W. from London, bore ftom us S. S. E, 
half £..^oUt feven or eight miles diftant. Th\k 
■^pnoOn ' and- the next day we were employed 
io oking the- moft ukial and valuable ihingt 
Oiitofltbd£aaia-.T«rBlti9Ddthe Payta bark: wo 
h^^ff^ tJkTigiuQS to! ake erery neccflary thing 
v^ch ws q^K^fntently could out of the Santa 
^refa, is er^sr to daftroy her, ^od brii^ our 
fti'efigth if}£0 a lefs coinpafs, we took her Tn cow, 
and fet the Pa^tg barkon fire with the fame view.. 
The next day we deftroyed tlic Santa Tcrefa in, 
the fame manner, having got out of them both 
ibme anchors, cables, hawfers, yards, and top^. 
tfiafts, blocks, bales of goods, and feveral other, 
neccffiries. 

The 17th at three in the afttrnoon, the Glou-' 
ceftef, with a prize of her's in tow, joined lis.- 
Thii priztwas called the Del Oro, and was 
diieiy ladsn ,w<ith wine*, however, out of hep / 
^ apd a fmaU-boat which chef took going along 
ll|0re, .thi^ got, in gold, £Ivcr, and wrought 
pl<tf«w .^ JiiieUt tbC' raliK ^ 1; or iSoooli - 
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Thele two vett all the prizes the Gioucefter 
took in thofe feas. 

On board this prize of this GlouceSer were 
two borfes,' which being, I fuppofe, fat, and 
probably better food than thetr fait beef or 
pork, chey. killed and eat themi and this, I 
imagine, gave ground to that fidion which one 
of the fpurious accounts of our voyage has giv- 
«n, of our eagerly hunting and eating wild 
hories, whereaa in reality we never law nor 
heard <^ a wild horfe during the voyage. 

The Glouceftcr had chaced two or three fliips 
which had efcaped her, and one of thofe touch- 
ed at Fayta ; and though they: coold give no 
ceruin account that the fhip which had chaced 
chem was an enemy, yet the circimiftances cfacy 
gave .were lb ilrong, that it put the people -bf 
Payta upon fccuring their trcafure, and the beft 
of their effcfts, not caring to be too well provid- 
ed for the profit of fuch unwelcome vificants. 

The 2i[l, at half paft five in the morning, 
we faw the iQand of Plata, fo called from Sir 
Francis Drake's having, as it is faid, divided the 
treafure. he took in the Sotith Seas at this place. 
At two this afternoon, the port of Manta bore 
S. £. by £. didant about eight of nine leagues. 
Wc at ibis time fent fix months provifiona on 
beard the Carmen i and all the Oifpa had orders, 
iil.cate of feparation, for feverai rpndezvoufes on 
the coaft of Mexico, or, in cafe of not meeting 
there, to make theMKft.of their way to Macao, 
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in'ChiDa, where ihey were to awaic the arrival 
of the Commodore. 

The 22d, a diviPion was made of the plunder 
of Fayta, and the Commodore not appearing in 
that a0air, it was done at the plcafure, and to 
the entire fatisfaiflionf of five or fix (no doubt) 
very difioiereftcd officers j and, indeed, moll 
things of this nature, during the courfe of the 
voyage being manned with the fame difcretion 
and honour, no room was left for complaining 
of particular partialities. 

Here, however, we cannot help remarking a 
very conlidcrable difierence between the relation 
given by Fafcoe Thomas, and that given by Mr. 
■Waliersi the former having aflertcd, that the 
Commodore did net interfere in the diftribution j 
the latter, that it was by his prudent manage- 
ment, that a jcaloufy, which had arifcn between 
thofe who were the real captors, and thofe who 
remained on board the fliip, was accommodated. 
Mr. Walters* account will fet this matter in a 
true light : " And now, fays he^ (while the ftiipa 
lay-to, in h^>cs of joining the Glouceftcr,) a jea. 
loufy, which had taken its rife at Payta, between 
thofe who had been comtpanded on Qiore for the 
attack, and thofe who had continued on board, 
grew to fuch a height, that the Conimodore, bc' 
ing made acquainted with it, thought it nccef- 
fary to interpofe his authority to oppofe it. The 
ground of this animofitywas the plunder gotten 
at Payta, which thofe who had aded on Ihore 
J^ad appropriated to themielves, cpnfiderio^ it 
U u 4 aa 
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as a reward for the rifqnes they had ran, and 
the refolutton they had (hewn in that fcrvicC 
fiut thofe who had remained on board looked 
on this as a very partial and unjuft procedar^ 
urging, that, had it been left to their choice, 
they Ihould have preferred the afttng on fliore 
to the continuing on board j that their duty 
'While their comrades were on (bore itas ez- 
rremely fatiguing ; for, befides the labotlr of thd 
day, they were conAantly under afms all hight, 
to feci^re the prifboers, whofe numbers exceeded 
their own, and of whom it was theii neeeflary 
to be extremely watchful, to prevent any at- 
tempts they might have formed in that critical 
£onjun£ture : that, upon the whole, it could not 
be denied, but that the prelence of a fufficient 
force on board was as neceflkry to the fuccds of 
the enterprize, as the aftkm of the others btt 
ftiore ; and, therefore, thofe who had trootihucd 
on board maintained^ that they could not be de* 
prived of their feaie of the (Sunder without ma- 
liifefl: injuftice. Theft were the eontefts aumn^ 
our men, which were carried on wift great heat 
ori both fides; and^ though the plunder tb quef* 
don was a vety trifle in comparifbn of the trca^ 
lUre taken in the [Hacie (in whteh the^ was no 
doubt but thxHc oh board had ah etjual right)i 

{' 'ct as the obftinacy of Tailors ts not always regul- 
ated by the importance of the matter in di^ 
pute, the Comihodore thought it necefliry to 
put a ftop to this flirttient betimes. AcdOKjio^ 
iy, the mormng aft« our l^vto^ Rtyta^ he or«i 
dcred 
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aered an hands upon the ^iner-adik, whtert 
^drtfflng himfclf to thofc who had been de- 
tached on ftiore, he commended then" behaviour, 
arid thanked them for their fcfvices on that oc- 
caft6n i but then, reprefentingtd them (he fca- 
fons urged by thofe who had cOniinucd on board, 
for an equal diftribution of the plunder, he told 
them, that he thought thefc rfiafons very con- 
cluRve, and that the Cxpeftatlons of their com- 
rades were juftly founded ; and therefore, he in- 
flfted, that, not Only the men, but all the offlcert 
likewift who had been employed in taklna th« 
J)Iice, fliould produce the whole of their plun- 
6er ihimfediately upon the quartor-deck, and that 
It fciJuld be impartially divided amongft the 
whole crew. In proportion to each man s rank 
and coETinliffioB J and, to prevent thofe who had 
beeh in poOVfTiori of the plunder from mumjuN 
ing jit this dlrtilnlitlon of their ftarc, the Com- 
ftK>dofe added, that, as an encouragement t6 
othcFS who might be hereafter employed on like 
ftpvices, he would give his entire fhate to be 
iJiftpibuted amongft thofe who had been detach- 
la fot the attack of the place. Thus, this 
WAut^lbme a^ir, whkh, if permitted to have 
giBBfc on^ might, perhaps, have been attended 
%»ith mifchievbus confcquence*, wa^ by the 
Coaimodore's prudence, foon appeafed, to the 
gtnetsl. fatisfattiisn of the Ihip's company : not 
but there wet* fome few whofe felfifli difpofi» 
tioha wete un'mftueheed by the juftice of thrs 
pl^sdurej aad who were tncapaWc of difccrri- 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



134 CoHHODOKB ANSON*« VOYAGE., 
ing the force of equity, however gl&ring, when 
is tended to deprive them of any part of what 
they had once got into their hands." 

Being now joined by the Gloucefter and her 
prize, it was refolved that we Ihould fland to 
the northward, and make the befl of our way 
cither to Cape St. Lucas on California, or to 
Cape Corientes on the coalt of Mexico. In- 
deed* the Commodore, when at Juan Fernan> 
dez, had determined to touch in the neigh- 
bourhood of Panama, and to endeavour to 
get ibme correfpondence over land with the 
fleet under the command of Admiral Vernon ; 
for when we departed' from England, we left a 
Urge force at Portfmouth, which was intended 
to be fcnt to die Weft Indies, there to be em- 
ployed in an expedition againft fome of the 
Spanith fettlemcnts. And Mr. Anfon, taking 
it for granted that this enterprize had fucceed- 
id, and that Porto Bcllo perhaps might be then 
garrifoned by Bridlh troops, he hoped that, on 
his arrival at the ifthmus, he fiiould eaGly pro- 
cure an intercourfe with our countrymen oli the 
other fide, either by the Indians, who were 
greatly difpofed in our favour, or even by the 
Spaniards themfclves, Ibme of whom f<x pro- 
per rewards might be induced to carry on . this 
intelligence ; which, after it was once begun* 
might be continued with very little difficulty j 
fo that Mr. Anfon flattered himfelf, that he 
might by this means have received a reinforce- 
.tnent of men from the other 0de, and that, by 
fetUbg 
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. fettling a prudent plan of <^)eraCuHis with our 
Commanders in the Weft Tndies, be might have 
taken even Panama itfelf, which would have 
given to the Britifli nation the poflellion of that 
ifthmus, whereby we ihould have been ia ef- 
fect mafters of all the treafures of Peru. 

Such were the pn^eAs which the Commo- 
dwe revolved in his thoughts, at the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez* notwichftandtng the feeble 
condition to which he was then reduced i but 
in examining the papers which were found on 
board the Carmelo* the firft prize we took, we 
learned, that our attempt againft Carthagena 
had f^Ied, and that there was no probability 
that, our fleet in that part of the world would 
engage in any new enterprize that would at all 
facilitate this plan. Mr, Anfon th«efore gave ' 
over all hopes of being reinforced acrois the 
ifthmus, and confequently had no induccmenc 
at prefent to proceed to Panama, as he was in- 
capable of attacking the place, and there was 
great reafon to believe that, by this time, there 
Vas a general embargo on all the coafl. 

The only fcafible meafure, then, which was 
left us, was to fteer as foon as pofliblc to the 
£}uthern parts of California, or to the adjacent 
coaft of Mexico, there to cruife for the M^illa 
galleon, which we knew was now at fea, bound 
to the port of Acapulco ; and we doubted not 
but to get. on that ftation time enough to inter- 
cept her : but there was a bufinela which we fore- 
law would occalion fqme delay, and that was the 
recruiting 
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fMruking our viuer, it ]»dag impoSifaie to 
dank of tanuiriAg upon «ht» fu^sgc to tbe 
«o^ of Mexko till «• hod {Hvciired a fufli 
iupp^. It 4U4 for feffw ciiM a maitcf of dv- 
libe»tion, where we &ould ttdce in this Rec«f> 
fary artidc;^ bu<, by conlohHig ttte K«ounts <^ 
iotaut M^aMt*, and exaMittlng our prtfoa- 
«r9, we at kfk rd'olircd ibr tile iOftiid of Quib<^ 
fltuacedMtlbtnKiuthof ttsebft^of PaAama. Hdr 
wae ii ibttc on good gretKids that the -Gommodoit 
oonceived thii to^ Che fKe{»errit^tMe for wa- 
tering the fifuadrop. Indeed* that was a Anatt 
iflaod cailed Coc9s, ifhich wUfl leA out Of our 
way «h»n -<!^ibb, 'whcro fotiw of olie buccaneers 
bad pretoDdedu find wft«r} bu^flone tff our 
piilbncrs kfisw any thing of \u and it wa5 
thought loodaiigefoustorifqiitftbe fafctyofthe 
fijuadron, by cxpolkig otiHelves to the hazard 
of not meeung w4e}rw3ter imbcn we came there, 
on the mene auihorky afihoft legendary writers, 
of wbofe miftepFetcRfations ahd falSties welMd 
altnoA daily cripefiatice. Detei^ined, there- 
fore, to tftke in iMter at Quibo, we direAed 
our courfc nordMard, being ^ht lait in com-. 
pany* aod confe^enfty having the appearance 
of a very fotmMable fleet \ and on the 19th, ar 
(ky-bi!vak, we-difcovered Cape filanco, bearing 
3.S.£.,hatfi£. 4«ven miles drltanc. Hy thi» 
tinK wc found 'that our laft prize, the SbHdad, 
w»» fiir frore( inRffering the charafter given of 
her as a g;bed'f»Ior t andfiie and the Santa Tc- 
.refa deiByif>g tH cooGderably, the Gommodore" 
commanded 
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commanded them to be cleared of every thing 
that might prove ufeful to the reft of the lbips» 
and then to be burnt. And having ^veo proper 
inftruAions* and ^pointed a rendezvous to the 
Gloucefter^ and to the prizes, incafeof fepara- 
tioD, we proceeded in ouv courfe £ai Quibo. ■ 

On the a5th, Poiac Manu bore S. E. by E. 
at feven miles diffcance, and there being a rown 
of the fame name in the neighbourhood. Cap- 
tain Mitchell' in the Glouceller took the oppor- 
tunity of fctting on ftiore Icveral of his prifoners. 
The boats were now duly employed in diftri- 
buting ppviGons on board the prizes, to com- 
plcat their dock for Cx months i and that the 
Centurion might be. the batter prepared to give 
the Manilla (hip a warm .reception, if happily 
flie Ihould fall in- our way, the carpenters were 
ofdered ta fix eigtit ftocks on the mais and 
fore tops, which were prt^wrly fitted for the 
mouotiog of fwtvel guns. 

On the a5th we had fight of the iQand of 
Gollo -, and from hence we croficd the bay of 
Panama, fliaping our courfe in a dired line for 
Quibo. Here we found, in a few days, a very 
confiderable alteration in the climate i for, in' 
ftead of that uniform temperature, where neither 
the ezcefs of heat or cold was prevalent, we had 
now dofe and fultry weather, like that we met 
with on the coaft of Bra^ul. We had^ befides^ 
frequent calms and heavy rains, which we at 
firft afcribed to the neighbourhood of the Line, ' 

Vol. IL - Xx where 
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where this kind of weather is obfcrved to obtain 
at all reafons of the year ; but, finding that ic 
attended us for more than feven degrees of 
north latitude, we began to fufpeft that the 
. ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards catl it, the 
Vandewats, was not yet pall ; though many 
writers, particularly Captain Shelvbck, aflcrt, 
that this feafon begins in June, and ends in 
November : but, perhaps, its end may not be 
always regular. 

On the Z7th, Capt. Mitchell having cleared 
his hrgell prize, Ihe was likewife ice on fire » 
and now our fieet confilted only of five fhips, 
and we were fortunate enough to find them aU 
good faiiors. On the 3d of December we had 
a view (^ the iOand of Quibo, the eafl: end of 
which bore from' us N. N. W. four leagues dif- 
tant, and the ifland of Quicara W. N. W. at 
about the fame drftance. When we had thus 
got fight of land, we found the wind to hang 
wefi^erly ; and therefore night coming on, we 
thought it advifeabte to (land off till morning, 
as there ^e faid to be'lbme fboals at'thc en- 
trance of the channel. At fix tKe next morn- 
ing,. Point Marrato boce N. E. half N. three 
or four leagues diftant. In weathering this 
point, all the fquadron, except the Centurion, 
were very near it ^ and the .Gloucefter, being 
the leeward-moft fliip, was forced to tack and 
ftand to the fouthward ; fo that we loft fight of 
her L and, *hc wind proving unfavourable, we 
faw hor no more till we quitted the illand. At 
feven 
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fcven in the evening we anchored in the Canal 
Bueno, or Good Channel, which is at lead fix 
miles in breadth, muddy ground. Next morn- 
ing an officer was difpatched on (hore to dif- 
cover the watering-plaCe, who, having found 
it, returned before noon ^ and then we fent our 
long-boat for a load of water, and at the fame 
lime weighed and flood further in with our 
fliips, for the convenience of being fooner fup- 
plied ; fo that we were little more than two days 
in laying in all the wood and water we wanted. 
, 'Whiltl the Ihip continued here at anchor, the 
' Commodore, 'attended by fome of his officers, 
went in a boat to examine a bay which lay to 
the northwardi and they afterwards ranged all 
along the eaftern fide of the ifland. In ths 
places where they put on fbore, in the courfe 
of this expedition, they generally found the 
foil to be rich, and met with great plenty of 
excellent water. In particular, near the north- 
eaft point of the iflan'd, they difcovered a natu- 
ral cafcade, which furpalTcd, as they conceived, 
every thing of this kind which human art had 
ever yet produced. It was a. river of iranf- 
parent water, about 40 yards wide, which rolled . 
down a declivity of near 150 feet in length. 
The channel itfelf was very irregular, intirely 
co'mpofed of rocks, both its fides and bottom 
being made up of large detached blocks, and 
by thefc the courfe of the water was frequently 
interrupted ; for in fome parts it ran Hoping 
with 9 rapid but uniform motion* whilft io 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



340 CouHODOEB AKSON's VOYAGE, 
others it tumbled over ledges of rodu with a 
perpendicular defcent. On the neigbbourhood 
of this ftream was a fine wood ; and even the 
huge mai]^ of rock, which over-hung the wa- 
ter, and which by, their various proje£tioQS 
formed the ioequalities of ihc channel, were 
covered with lofty foreft trees. WhiUt the 
Commodore, with thofe who accompanied hiob 
were attentively viewing this place, and were 
fcmarking the di^rent blendings of the water, 
the rocks, and the wood» there came in fight, 
as it were to heighten and animate the profpe&, 
a prodigious flight of Mackaws, which, hover- 
ing over this fpot, and often wheeling and 
playing on the wing above it, affi>rded a nm& 
brilliant appearance, by the glittering of the 
fun, and tlieir variegated plumage i fo that fome 
of the fpeftators cannot refrain from a kind oi 
tranfport when they recount the beauties which 
occurred in this, extraordinary waterfaL 

In three days we compleaced our.bufinefs in 
this place, and were impatient to depart, that we 
m^ht arrive time enough on the coaft of Mexj" 
CO, to intercept the galleon i but the wind, be- 
ing contrary, detained us a nighc ; and next day, 
when we had gained an offing, while we were 
liovering about in hopes of getting fight of the 
Gloucefier, we on tbe 2Cth dilceroed a iinall 
{ail to the northwaid of us, to which we gave 
chace, and coming up with ber took her. She 
proved to be a bark from PuHm% called the 
Jefu Na^^teno, laden with QatdUOa I'Qck ^h 
and 
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and a finall quantity of moRe; » purchafe a car- 
go of prOTifioDS at ClKripe, ab incoQiklefttbie 
village oo the coaanaxt, whicht how«vtri his a 
goad market, from whence ^tur« vtty^gen, th 
cafe 1^ ncceSlty, ma; be plentifully flippUcd. 

On the i2tb of September *e jolfife^ flic 
Gloucefter, who informed us, that, in tacking 
to the lbuthward» on her Grit approach towards 
the ifland* Hie had fprung her fore-top-mal^ 
which had difabted her from working to wind< 
ward, and prevented her from joining in 
fi>oner. We now Ibutiled and funk the Jvfa 
Nazoreoo, and, ob the i2thof Decemfavrt l^o^d 
to tb« weftward, having prevbully d^vCKd 
irelh inftrcftboi for the conduA of Che fieet. 
Wc had now little dovbt of arHving fbon fc- 
nough upon our intended ftation, ai we ejfpedt- 
ed, upon the IncRafuig tnif otRtig from Quibo» 
Co fall in with the regular trade-wind, but, to 
our extreme vexacion, we were balked for near 
a month, fb that it was the 25th of December 
before we faw the ifland of Cocosy which, ac- 
cording to our reckoning, was only loo leagi»s 
^ from the continent, and even then we had the 
mortiBcation to make fo little way, that wcdkl 
not lofe fight of that iQand again is five daytf. 
This ifland wc found 10 be in the lat, of 5 deg. 
30 min. N. 

We had flattered ourfelves, that the uncirtaih 
and weftern gales vt met with wertf owing to 
thracighbourhood of the continent, from which. 
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a* we got more diftant, we hoped to be relieved 
hy falling in with the eaftern trade-wind ; but 
in this too being difappointed, we began at 
length to defpair of the great purpofe we had in 
view. This produced a general deje&ion a> 
mong us» as we had at firfi confidered the pro> 
je& as almoft infallible, and had indulged our- 
lelves in the moft boundlef; hopes of the advan- 
tages we fhould thence receive. However, our 
defpondency was, in fomc meafure, alleviated 
by a favourable change of the wind ;. and, as 
we now advanced a<pace towards our (tation, 
our hopes b^an again to revive. On the 17th 
of January, we were advanced to the lat. of 
12 deg. 50 min. N. and, on the 26th of Ja- 
nuary, finding ourfelves to the northward of 
Acapuico, we tacked and ftood to the eaftwardt 
with a view of making the land ; and we ex- 
pe&ed, by our reckonings, to have fallen in 
with it on the 28 th, yet, though th^ weather 
was perfectly clear, wc had no fign of it fit fuo- 
fet i about ten at night we difcovered a light 
on the larboard bow, bearing from us N. N. £, 
and, faon after, the Trial's prize made the fig- 
nal for feeing a fait. As we had none of us any 
doubtbutthat what we faw was afbip's light, we 
were all extremely animated with a firm ptrfua- 
fion that it was the Manilla galleon, that had 
been fo long the obje& of our wifhes. We 
immediately call off the Carmelo, and prefled 
forward wich all our canvas, making a fignal 
for'the Gloucpfter to do the fame. Thus we 
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chaced the light, keeping all our hands at thcJr 
refpcftive quarters, under an expeftation of en- 
gaging within half an houri as we fometimcs con- 
ceived the chace to be about a mile diftanc, and, 
at other times to be within reach of our guna. 
In this conftant and eager attention we contir 
nued all night, always prefuming that another 
quarter of an hour would bring us up to this 
Manilla (hip, whofe wealth we now eftimated at 
round millions : but, when day-light came, we 
were moll vexatioufly difappointed, by finding 
that the light which had occafioned alt this ex- 
pcftancy, was only a fire on the fliore. At fun- 
riOng, after this mortifying delufion, we found 
ourfelves about nine leagues off land, extending 
from the N. W, to E. half N. On this land 
we obferved two remarkable hammocks, which 
bore N. from us, and which a Spanilh pilot and 
two Indians affirmed to be over the harbour of 
Acapulco ; but we found them egregioufly mif^ 
taken, thefe being in 17 d?g. 56 min. whereas 
Acapulco lies in 17 deg. only. 

Being now in the track of the Manilla gaU 
Icon, it was a doubt with us, as it was near the 
end of January, whether ftie was or was not ar- 
rived : but, examining our prifoners about it, 
they aflured us, Ihe was fomeiimes known to 
come in after the middle of February % and they 
endeavoured to pcrfuade us, that the Bre we had 
. feen on (here was a proof that Hie was yet at 
fea, it being cuQomary, as they faid, to make 
ufe of thefe fires as fignals for her direction when 
(he 
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fte continued out longer than orAoary. On thts 
reafooing of our prifboers, ve refiilved to cruile 
for her fomc days, and wc accordingly Ipread 
our ftiips at the dtftance. of iz leagues from the 
coaft, in fuch a manner that it was impoBiblfr 
ffae fhould pafa us uaoblerved; however, not 
feeing her foon, we were TCry CiIicttQus to gain 
Jbmc pofitive intelligieoce. With this view the 
Commodore refolved to fend a boat undec cover 
of the night into'the harbour of Acapuico, to 
fee if theACanilla.lhip was there or not. To ex- 
ecute this enterprize, the bai^ was difpatched 
rile 6th of February, carrying a fufficient ciew 
and two olQceis,, as allb a. SpaniOi pilot and an 
Ibdian. Our barge did not return tilt the 1 1 tb, 
when the officers acquainted Mr, Anfon, that 
riiey had miftaken the harbour, and that Ac»- 
pufco lay a cenflderable diftance more to the 
caftward, and that, not having a fufficient quan- 
tity (rf pnwifions for their paflagc thither, they 
were obliged tareturn to make known their dif- 
appoinpment. On thjs intelligence we made lail 
to the ealtward; and the next day wc di^atched 
the barge, with particular inftrudion^ to keep 
at a fufficient diOiance not to be feen from the 
ftorc. We watched dx days without receiving 
any intelligence, fb that we began to be uneafy 
for her fafety ; but on the 7th day flie returned 
with advice, that, being at the very place they 
fought for, though they were then ignorant c£ 
their fituation, they furprizcd a fifhing canoe 
■with three negroes, who told us that the Manill* 
galleon 
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galleon arrived at Acapulco on the 9th of Ja- 
nuary, but tjiac, having delivued her cai^o, flie 
was taking in water and provifions in order to 
return ; and that the Viceroy of Mexico had by 
proclamation fixed her departure from Aca- 
pulco to the i4c4i of March. This laft nevs 
was moft joyfully received by us, Tince we had 
no dmibt but flie muft fall into our hands ; and 
it was much more eligible to feize her oh her 
return, than it would liave been to have taken 
her before her vrival) as the money for which 
fhe had fold her cargo, and which {he would 
now have on boar^, would be much more 
elteemed by us tharv thecargo itfclf. Thus we 
were a iecond time et}gaged in an eager expec- 
tation of meeting with this Manilla Ihtp, wtuch, 
by the fame Of its wealth, we had been taught 
to confider as fhe moft defirablc capture that 
was to be made, on any part of the ocean. 
As it was the 19th of February when the bai^e 
' returned, and brought us our intelligence, and 
the galleon was not to fait till' the 3d of March, . 
the Commodore refolred to continue the great- 
eft part of the intermediate time in his prefenc 
fiation to the weftwvd of Acapulco, in order to ' 
avoid a difcovery from the fliore. During this 
interval we were employed in getting all things 
in readinefs to engage ; and, when the long. 
wi(hed-for 3d of March came, we were ait fo 
llrongly prepofleffed with th* certainw of our 
intclltgoice, and wirh an aiSuraiice of her com- 
ing but of port, that fome or other of us were 
Vol. If, y y coo-. 
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cooftantly imagining that tbey difcorered oite ot 
our cutters rccuroiiig with a fignal t but, to our 
extreme vexacioa, both this day and the fuc- 
ceeding night pafled away without any news of 
her approach. However, we did not yet de- 
fpair, nor did we abate of our vigilance : but* 
after remaining till the 25th of March, wc at 
length concluded} and we afterwards found it 
to be true, that wc bad been difcovercd, and 
that in confequence an embargo had been laid 
upon the galleon, and her departure poftponed 
till the next year. 

The cutters, having on that day finiflied their 
cruife before the harbour, returned to the fqua- 
dron, and the lignat being given for the fleet to 
join, it was determined to retire to Chequetan* 
to take in a frelh fuppty of water, which was 
then nearly exhaufted. In the mean time, a 
cutter, commanded by Mr. Hughes, Lieutenant 
of the Trial's prize, was ordered to continue off 
the harbour of Acapulco for 24 days, in order 
that, if the galleon ihould fet fail in that time, 
we might be fpcedily informed of it. 

On the 5th of April we entered the harbour 
of Chequetan, in lat. 1 7 deg. 36 min. N. about 
!(0 leagues to the weftward of Acapulco, The 

' watering-place has the appearance of a large 
Handing lake, without any viiible outlet into the 
lea, from which it is feparated by a part of the 
J!lrand. The origin. of this lake is a fpring that 
bubbles out of, the ground, near half a mile 

within the country. We foundit$ watera little 
biackiibt 
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brackilh, but more conridcrabljr fo towards the 
frafidci for the nearer we advanced towards 
the rpring'head, the fofter and frefher it proved- 
This laid us under a neceflit;^ of filling all our 
calks from the fartheft part of the lake, which 
was facilitated by means of canoes which tra- 
Terfed the lake, and brought a number of fmall 
calks to the fide next the beach 1 thence the wa- 
ter was ftarted into larger veflels in the boatSi 
and by that contrivance brought on board with 
very little trouble. 

As the country hereabouts, particularly the 
tra£t of coaft contiguous to Acapulco* appear- 
ed to be welt peopled and cultivated, we hoped 
to have eafily procured from thence fome frelh 
provifions, and other refrefhments, which we 
now Hood much in need of. To facilitate thefe 
views, the Commodore, the morning after we 
came to an anchor, ordered a party of 40 men 
well armed to march into the country, and to . 
endeavour to difcover fome town wJjfre thejr 
were to attempt to fet on foot a correfpondence 
with the inhabitants ; for, when we had once 
begun this intercourfe, we dqubt^d not bu^ bjr 
proper prefents we fliQuld allure them to bring 
down to us whatever fruits or frelh provifions 
were in their pow^r. As our prizes abounded 
with various forts of coarfe merchandize, which 
were of little confequence to us, though xp them 
0iey would be extremely valuable,^ o^t people 
were directed on this occafion to proceed with 
the gre^teft circumfpeftlon, and to make as little 
■y y } oftcntatioq 
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oftentatioil of hoftility as pofliblc } for we were 
fcofible we could find no wealth in thofe parts 
worth our nocice i and what neceflarics we real- 
ly wanted, we expe^ed would be better, and 
more abundantly fupplied, by an open, amicable 
traffic, than by violence and force of arms. But 
this endeavour of opening a commerce with the 
inhabitants proved inefFeflual, and therefore we 
deGfted from any more attempts of the fame 
nature, contenting curfelves with what we could 
procure for ourfelves in the neighbourhood of 
the port where we lay. We caught Bfh in abun- 
dance i among the reft cavatlies, bream, mul- 
lets, foals, Bddle-fi(b, and lobllers ; and we here, 
and in no other place, met with that extraordi- 
nary fifli called the Torpedo, which is in fhape 
very much refembling the Bddlc-fiOi, and ison> 
ly diftinguilbed from it in appearance by a 
brown circular fpot of about the bignefs of a 
crown-piece near the center of its back. This 
fith is, indeed, of a mof): Gngular nature, be- 
numbing whoever touches it all over his body, 
but more particularly that limb which happens 
to come in immediate contaft with >c. The 
fame efieft, too, will be in fome degree produced 
by touching the fifh with any thing held in the 
hand ; and it has lately been difcovered, that it 
may be communicated like the eleftrical fliocJt 
to a Urge circle, by means of a certain appara- 
tus much more Gmple than that which is ufed 
in experiments in eledricity. 
The animals which w« met wiA on fhore 
■were 
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were chiefly guanotfSi with ffhtch ihc Country 
sbouods, and which are by fome reckoned deli- 
cious food. We faw no beafts of prey, except 
we (bould eAeem that amphibio^ creature the 
alligator as fuch, feveral of which our people 
difcovered, but none of them very large. It is, 
however, certain, that there were great; numbers 
of tygers in the woods, though none of theiti 
happened to make their appearance while We 
remained upon the coa(t Parrots and pbea- 
fanis were found in plenty, but by no meaiM 
proper for food, being dry and taflelels, though 
tbey were often killed and eaten, beifig<by fome 
. thought preferable to fait provifions. 

The papah, lime, and a little four plumb, . 
were all the fruits the woods furniOied, and of 
thefe there were but a fcanty portion } nor was 
there any other ufeful vegetable, except bfook- 
lime, which, being e&esmed an aniUcorbuti^ 
was frequently eaten, though from its bittn-nefs 
it was exceedingly unpalatable. 

While we lay at Chequetan, it was refolved, 
after mature deliberation, to deftroy alt our 
prizes, as the whole number of men on board 
our fquadron did not amount to the comple- 
ment of a fourth-rate man of-war. It was there- 
forejudged moil prudent to fei fire to the fhipi, 
add to divide the men between the Centurion 
and Gloucefter, now preparing to fet fail for 
China. Belides the necelTary repairs for a vayigc 
of fuch length, the removal of their ftores and 
cargoes into the incn>of>war took up fo much 
time. 
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tune» tfa^t it was the cod of April before w? 
were in a cooditioa to leare the place. 

Ic Ihould have been remarked, that, from thj? 
harbour of Chcquetao we dilcovercd but one 
pathwajr thraigh the woods into the country i 
and as this was much beaten* we were from that 
circumftaiice convinced, that it was not unfre- 
quented by the natives. As it pal&d by the 
fpring-head, and was xhe only avenue by which 
the Spaniards could approach to furprize us, we 
at fome diftance beyond the fpring-head felled 
feveral large trees, and laid them one upon ano- 
ther acrols the path, and at thu barricadoe we 
conftantty kept a guard. We, beQdes, ordered 
our men employed in watering, to have their 
arms always in readincti, in c^e of an alann, 
and to march inftantly to this poft. And, though 
our principal intention herein was to preveRt our 
being difturbed by the cqemy's i\OTk^ yet it an- 
fwered another purpofe, which was^^ to hinder 
our people from ftraggltog fingly into the coun- 
try, where we had reaibn to believe they would 
be furprized by th? Spaniards, who would doub^- 
Jels be vcTf folicitoqs to pick up fome of them, 
in hopes of getting intelligence of our fijtur^ 
defigns. T^o avoid this inconvenience the ftric- 
teft orders were given to the ceptincls, to let no 
perfon whatever pafs beyond this poft ; but, 
notwithftanding this precaution! we milled one 
Lewis Legere,, who was the Commodore's cook< 
As he was a Frenchman and a Roman Catholic^ 
\% was at firft imagined that he had d^ferted 
witii 
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with a view of betraying all that he knew to 
the cDcmy ; though this appeared, bjr the event, 
to be an ill-grounded furmiie } for it was afteiV 
wards known* that he had been taken by fome 
Indians, who carried hltn prifonor to Acapulco^ 
from whence he was tranfported to M^ico^ 
and thence to Vera Cruz, where he was (hipped 
on board a veflel bound to Old Spain* But» the 
vefTel being obliged, by. Tome accident, to put 
Into Lifbon, Legere efcaped on Ihore, and was 
by the Britilh Conful fent from thence to Eng- 
land} where he gave the firft authentic account 
of the fafety of the Commodore, and of hU 
principal tranfa^ions In the South S<as. 

The relation he gave of his OwA fei^ure, was, 
that he rambled into the woods, at fome dif- 
tance from the barricadoe where he had firft 
attemped to pafs, but had been ftopt and 
threatened to be punithcd ; that his principal 
view was to gather a quandty of limes for hil 
maker's ftores ; and that in this occupation he 
was furprized unawares by four Indians, who 
ftript him naked, and carried him in that con- 
dition to Acapuko, ezpofed to the fcorching 
heat of the fun, which at that time of the year 
Ihone with its greateft violence ; rhac afterwards, 
at Mexico, his treatment was fufficicntly fcvere ;' 
fo that the whole courfe of his' captivity was a' 
continued inftance of the hatred which the Spa-' 
oiards bear to all thofe'who endeavour to dif-' 
turb them in the peaceable pofleffion of the ' 
coafts of the South Seas. Indeed, Legere's 
fortune 
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fintunc wu, upon the vfaok* extrcniely Gogu- 
)ar ; as, a^r the bijurds he had run io cfae 
CtMOraoiots'a JiquuiEoot aod the feverkies be 
htdilifiencd in his long con &aemcflt among the 
erteoiyi a «cue fatal difafter attended hiai cki 
%j» teatr^ tfi gog^uid ; fw though, whcfi be 
Ufiyed in LoodoD, fptne of Mr. Anfoo'sitieix^ 
jjW^refted tbemfeWes. in lelievivg him from xhe 
poverty tQ which h.U captivity had reduced him, 
yibt he di^ oftt Ipqg eii|oy the beneht of their 
bumanityt Jioce he was killed in a^ tofignjficaot 
ntg^t-bravl, the caufe of which could fcatcely 
ever be-difcov,crfid. 

When ^ next ,necdfit«ed to proceed to 
Ch«met9j) to recrut our w^ter. the Comino- 
dorc cpnfidsred th« OJW arrival iij that harbour 
V0UI4 foon be know^ at AcApuh:o i aod there- 
fore he hoped, th^ton.the iotelligence of our 
being employed io thaC|tort, the gitlleon mi^ 
pu{ to fea, efpeciiUly as Cbequetan is fo vpry 
ricQipte from the courfe generally fleered by the 
galleons : be^ihccefore ordered the cutter, ^s has 
already b^jo itoticcd, toxruife twenty-^ur days 
off the Pan .of Aoapulco, and her Coqunaader 
was 4ice6lecl, 00 perc^ving the galleon und^ 
fail, to make the bcft, of his way to the Com- 
modore U .Cho^wtan., As the Centurion w^ 
certainly a much better iajlor than the gal^^qp, 
N^. Aofop, in this calie, refolved tp hajve g(» . 
to lea ^ foon as poEHble, and to have pjuif^f^l 
cbe jjalleon acc^fs the FaciBs'Oceao s h««Newv 
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the Viceroji of Mexico ruined this prajefi, bjr 
detaining the galleon in port all tbe jreer. 

Toward the latter end of Ap-ii, all thiRgs 
being in rcadine& for filing, the Centurion and 
Gkwcefter neigbed anchor ; and, aftec having 
gained an offing, the prizea were fet on fire, 
and a canoe Sxed to a grapple in the middle of 
the harbour, with a bottle in it, well corkcdi. 
iacloling a letter to Mr. Hughes^ dirc&ing tiith 
to go back immediately to his former ftation 
before Acapulco, where he vouM find Mr. 
Anfan, who rc(bl?cd'to cruife for hioi in tba( 
ftation fnoie days. Indeed, it «as no linaU nMr* 
ttfication to us, now we were at fca, and the 
ftonny feafon approaching, that we were de- 
tained l^ the abieace of the cutter, aad under 
a neccQity of ftanding towards Acaputco in 
fe«rch of ^r. As the time of her crcilc had 
be»- expired , near a fortnight, we fufpefied 
that flw had been ^Icore^ed from the ftnte, 
and that the Governor 1^ Acapulco had there- 
upon fent out a force to ficize her j which, as 
flfe carried but 0x hands, was no very difficult 
enterprize. However, this being only conjee^ 
c\ire, the Conimod(u-e, as loon as he was got 
dear o( t|ie harbour of Chequetan, ftQod along 
the coaft to the eallward in fearcb of her ; and, 
to prevent her from paSing by us in the dark* 
we hrought-to every night, and carried lights 
which the cutter could not but perceive. 

By the ad of May we were advanced within 
three Icj^ues of Acapulco j and, having feen 

Vfti. II. Z Si nothing 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



354 Commodore ANSON's VOYAGE, 
nothing of our boat, we gave her over for loft i 
which, bcMes the compalBoDate concern for 
our fliipmates, and for what it was apprehended 
they might have fuffered, was in itfelf a tnif- 
fortunc, which in our prefent fcarcitjr of bands 
we were greatly intcrefted in j fince the crew of 
the cutter were the flower of our people, pur- 
pofcly picked out for this fcrvice, as known to" • 
be, every one of them, of tried and approved 
refoludon, and as. fkilful feamen as ever trod a 
deck. However, as it was the general belief 
among us, that they were taken and carried into 
Acapulco, the Comroodore's prudence fuggefted 
s projedl which we hoped would rerover them. 
. This was founded on our having many Spanilh 
and Indian prifoners on board, fomc of them of 
. quality. The Commodore, therefore, wrote a 
letter to the Governor of Acapulco, telling 
him, that he would releafe them all, provided 
, the Governor returned the cutter's crew. This 
letter was difpatched by a Spanifli officer. Of 
whofe honour we had a high opinion, and who 
was furniOied with a- launch belonging to one 
of our prizes, and a crew of Spaniards, who 
- gave their parole for their return. The Spanilh 
officer, too, befidcs the Commodore's letter, <ar- 
(■ied with him a joint petition, figned by all the 
reft of the prifoners, bcfeeching the Governor 
to acquiefcein the terms propofed for their li- 
^jcrty. But while we were thus contriving theij 
releafe, the centinel called out frotn the maft- 
hW(i, that he f^w a boat under fail at a -confi- 
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durable diftance to the Ibuth'Saftward, vrhich^ 
to our unfpeakable joy, upon her nearer ap-> 
preach, we found was oiir own cutter, the wah 
and meagre countenances of whofe crew, the 
length of their beards, and the feeble and hol- 
low tohe o( their voices, convinced us that they 
had fuQFered much greater hardOiips thah could 
be expefled from even the feverities of a Spa- 
nifti prifon. They Were obliged to be helped 
into the (hip, and were immediately put tobedi 
where, by reft, and nourilhing diet, with which 
they *ere plentifully fuppl'ied fromthe Com- 
Aiodore's fable, they recovered their health and 
vigour. And now we learnt that they had kepti 
the fca the whole time of their abfende, which 
was above fix weeks i that, when theyhad finifhed 
their cruifc, and had juft begun to ply to thiS 
weftward, in order tojoin the fquadronj a ftrong 
. advcrfe current had forced them upwards of 8o 
leagues to leeward, where they found every 
where lb great a furf, that thdte was no pofli- 
bility of landing ; that they paBed fome days 
in -the moft dreadful fituationj without water, 
having no other means left them to allay theii" 
thirft than fucking the blood of the turtlea 
which they caught i that at laft, giving up all 
hopes of fuccour, the heat of the climate tpct 
augmenting their necfeOities, and rendering their 
fufierings infupportable, they abandoned them- 
felves to defpair, fully perfuadcd that they 
Ihould perlQi by the moft terrible of all deaths } 
but that foon after a moft unexpected incident 
Z z a happily 
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happiljr relieved cbemi f«r there kii ^ kewf 
a raiot that, on f[veading their fails borifiORCaUy, 
and putfing bullets in ide cepters of tUem, the^ 
caMgKt as muc^ w^ter ai filled tiwir cafl»» 
that inun^iuely upon tbU fortunate (t^pl^ 
t^Ky ftockd tp the wcftward ui ^uoft of t4e 
Comai^dsrci a^ bct^ aow luc^i^ &i[Oured 
by a ftrong curreflt, they joioed bim ia Ms than 
50 houn frfk^i that time, after ba^ving \k*r ab- 
fept in die whole full 43 days. 

And HAW haviog, to 9ur entire. &Utfaiftiofly 
got 00 bo^rd oor people, and die ^f^n of titk 
year &r foiling to Aiu being for (we Awnd n 
too far) advasccdi the Commedwe fcfolved mw 
to wait for aay return from Acapukt^ but gftvtt 
ordan to equip two krge pri^e krtiBebes* CO 
carry 00 ftiore the Spanilh and Indian pr^nerib^ 
both from our^lvei and the Gloucfllter 1 aod, 
bariflg given cheffi prOYifioas and ati aecelWies 
for Panatuat whtther the; imended co &il, >• 
bout four in the Qveniiig they kft us^. to tht 
Dumber «f about fixty perions, batis^ BrQi^ 
thot^ enemies, oUiwv^ the cuftOBV of fea- 
&ri|)g po^ at parting, and wiQ»ed ns a ptof- 
perpus v(^ge. 

Frpm the 6th of Mayy the d^y we 1190k puc 
d^jarAure, wc met with Ufcle reaij^tt^bt!* if»r 
above a month, except tbtf the v-ue tiiade* 
wind,, which i> faid never «q fail at ttboitfi ^ty 
sr fev«ity leagues ff-om f he ft^« of Mexico a{ 
the fanhelt, was ib far from aniwerisg cur ex> 
pedationt, that we bad nothing but cn&, winds, 
Iqualls, 
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IquaUs, rju«» thunder and Ij^htning, till bj ac- 
count «« vece 600 leagues to the weHvard <tf 
Acapulco, having been above 40 days io getting 
fo far. The 9th, we found theforcmait fprung 
io a dai^erooa manner, and thereupon fiflu^ 
and fecured it very ftroagly. 

The 22d ia the evenjji^ we l^rung a Itak, 
making tz inches watex in a watch, and ana 
featch fouqd it to he on the. larboard fide, a* 
bread the main baEch-waj^andaot quire undei 
water. The cacpcoteis ioen &opt. it vith verf 
little trouble. 

The iith^of June, we found a current to &c 
to the fouthward, about 24 miles a day, but 
could not djfcoyer whether to the eaft or weft, 
for want of opportunity to try it. This was by 
ac.CQunt about 450 leagues from AcapulcO} and, 
touch about this time, abundance of Icorbutic 
fymptoms, fuch as blacknefs in the fkin, hard 
nodes in the flelh, ftiortnefs of breath, and a 
general lafTuude and we»kners of all the parts, 
began to prevail, almoft univer&lly, among 
our people. This, with ttie great mortality we 
experienced from this diftemper in our Cape 
Horn paflage, and the time we might ftill ez- 
peft to be at fea, having yet i Soo leagues to 
thqfe iilands called, by Sir Francis DraJce, the 
Ladrone*, or Iflands of Thieves, from the 
thievifli difpdfition of the inhabitants, but by 
the Spaniards the Marian lOanda, where only 
we cpuld expea our next tefreftments 1 and 
,nt>tr4d&-wind being yet fettled j—theie confi- 
derations. 
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deratibns, I fay, gave us drtadfdl apprehcH-* 
fions of what this pafTage might termrriate ini 
*nd the event (hewed that we had but too much 
reafon for them. 

■ The 14th, at five in the evening, the Glou- 
cefter, having Iprung the head of her main-maft, 
13 feet below the truiTeL trees, fired a gun as a 
figtial of diftrefs, on which we brought to, and 
Waited for her } and, after etujulrii^g into, and 
hearing the caufe, we fent theth oti boat-d two 
Carpenters to affift in fifhing and fecuring it i 
but the carpenters in concert, having viewed 
and confidered the damage, reported, the HexC 
day, ' that the maft was Unfit to ftand, and 
would hot bear repairing j but that it muCt be 
ihortened 26 feet from' the head, and the top- 
maft be fet on the ftump. This, thcrcfcii'c, 
was concluded on, and ordered accordingly. 

The 23d, we found our own main-top-ma(t 
rprung in the wake of the cip 1 whereupon we 
reefed it 20 inches, that is, we lower^ it fo 
much, and fecurcd it there, and fleeted and fet 
■up the Ihrouds and back-ftays. 

The 24th, in the evening, we got the top- 
maft down, and put up another lA its pUce, and 
a man falling overboard, we brought the ihip 
to, and took him up fafe ■, likewife, the flin^ 
of our crofsjack-yards being broke, we fixed nevt 
ones, and the next day got up the fore-top-gal- 
lant matl and yard. 

The 27th, we made the Glouccfter lignal« 
and fent our boat on board of her< ~ * 

The 
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. The a9th. we received from the Gloucefter 
half au aochor-ftockt for a farther {ecurity to 
(he £ore-maft. 

The 39iha the Gloucefter finiffaed her jury- 
maft, and made fail on it. Nothing farther 
remarkable till 

July ift, we had frelh gales, and cjoudj' wea* 
ther, with fotne lightning. 

The zd, we unbent the f(u«-ful, and bent ano- 
ther. We had, not only now, but for almoft 
our whole paflage, abundance of birds of prey, 
alfo flying fifh, which are their proper, food, 
and vaft quantities of Ikipjacki, albicores, See. 
whereof we took a great number, which contri- 
buted, much to our refrelhment after the loft 
of the tortoifes, that generally leave all ihipa 
3bout twenty or thirty le^ues off the land. I 
think this the more worthy of notice, becaufe 
Pampier, Rogers, Cook, Cowley, and molt 
other voyagers, fome of whom have been not 
only once,: but feveral times- on this- voyage, 
iiave reported, that they never faw a filh or 
fowl in this whole run. I will not fay, as Mr. 
Cook frequently docs, when any other perfon's 
. account, does not happen to fquare.cxa&ly with 
what himfelf has obfcrved, viz. *^ What credit 
is to. be given to fuch authors i" never making 
allowances for contingencies which might or 
(night not happen, and which would better have 
difplayed his own impartiality, than a dogmatical 
«IH>dcfn04tiQa of pvery pth?r. perfont wi*out 
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q n u n ipatioii. For n^ p»^ J KsJlHf Micve 
Md cooctude, that this di&nacc In tmt ftbfer* 
vations and accounts is really occafieatd 1^ &te 
diflvTent fealbns of ihe jetf hi wbkb we happen- 
ed to per^m this paf&gc i it b«mg a kaowA 
truth, and confirmed by the expwienee 6f thou- 
iands m all ages, that moA fift hare their d^- 
xent feafons for their diAcKnt pendcavwif^. 

The foth* we faw three gwmttSt or, is ihey 
call them in Scotland, ibland geeft ; being, by 
what I CM ku-B froro the moft intelNgent tk 
due nation whom I haw converted «ith, and 
who oftea have oppononicy tQ obferre them in 
ieverd diftrent parts, of oae and ihe iame Se- 
cies I we likewife faw feme fee weeds i beA 
«4kich circumfliaiices made us ImagMtt that fonte 
iflaodi or flioals wcfe not far eS, Atrfe fiwli 
never betf^ ebferred to fly very far tfve to fee. 

The loth, we unbent the ftrc'top^^ and 
bmt another. 

Tke rath, at noon, we were* by tOf aArcmi^ 
xSodeg. It min. to the weftwaid of tbfi meri- 
dim of London, which is juft 1 1 mitf. more tbaa 
faatf round the globe, for which t^afon I note k, 
We were at this rime, by my account, 1429 
leagues drftant from the port oi A^apulcOi 

From this time till the 1 6th we btfd &eft gdtis 
*i(h fqualh and rain. 

The t7th and ifltb, we had MeAtAiftf iSlA 
cloudy weather. 

The 19th atd i^M, fteth galMi nAik iHm^ 
dance 
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dance of rain. We made this obfervac'ion, thac, 
with rainy weather, or even flight trandent 
Ibowers, the filh bit more freely, and were 
caught in greater numbers, than with fair wea- 
ther } which made our fiOiermen the more at- 
tentive at fuch tinies. It was likewife remark- 
ed, that the Gtoucefter, when they could find 
opportunity to Bfh, had always much greater 
fuccefs than we % whether their filhermen had , 
more art than ours, or whatever elfe occafioaed 
it, the fa£t is true. They had alfo a better 
way of difpofing of them, when taken, if I 
may be allowed, to judge, than we; forCapt. 
Mitchell conftantly ordered feveral boys, who 
were very dexterous at it, to catch fi(h for the 
fhip's company, cfpccially the iick; and thofe 
were very juftly and regularly divided among 
them : whereas our filhermen were left at liberty 
to make their advantage of what they took, and 
to prey upbn their fuHering (hipmates t and they 
took care not to overQip the opportunity, for the 
leaft (ifh you could purchafe of them would coft 
yoi^ a bottle of brandy i which, it this time, 
was worth four, or perhaps fix, and fometimes 
even eight fhillings, or half a guinea i and you 
muflbe very thankful, and acknowledge yourfelf 
CO be highly obliged into the bargain, or elfe ex- 
pert none next time, and very often fail of ic 
notwithftanding.' About this time our people 
began to die very fafl, and, I believe, above 
five parts out of G.X of the fhip's company were 
ill, and expected to follow, in a fhort time, 
. Vol. II. 3 A Thofe, 
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Thafc, whofe breath was any ways affeftcd, 
dropt off immediately} but tbofe. who were 
attacked firft in the more remote parts pf the 
body, langui(hed generally a month or lix 
weeks i the difletnper advancing, in the mean 
lime, towards the lungs, by a very regular aod 
ftnfible approach. . As I was myfelf one of 
thofe who were feverely afflided in this latter 
manner, I fhall give fuch an account of its pro- 
grefs, as I found by experience in myfelf, and 
corroborated by the fimilar report of myfcUow- 
fuSerers. I was 6rft taken, about the begin- 
ning of this month, with a flight pain on the 
joint of my left great toe; but, having hurt 
that a little while before, I imagined it to be the 
eScct of that hurt, an.d minded it the lels — (but 
here I fhall obferve, once for alU that if ever 
any part of the body had received a bruife, ftrain, 
or contufion, if not perfeftly cured, the fcurvy 
was fure to attack that part firft] j but, in a lit- 
tle time, a large black foot appearing on the 
part affcded, with very intenfe pains at the 
bone, gave me to underftand my cafe. I now 
took phylic often, by way of prevention, but 
to little purpofe: fcveral hard nodes now began 
to rife in my legs, thighs, anc} arms, and not only 
many more black fpots appeared in the (kin, but 
thofe fpread, till my legs and. thighs were for 
the moft part as black as a negroe ; and this ac- 
companied with fuch excefEve pains, in the joints 
of the knees, ancles, and toes, as 1 thought, 
before I experienced them, that human nature 
could 
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could never' have fupporced. It next advanced 
to the mouth; all my teeth were prcfencly loofe, 
and mjr gumsi over-charged with cxcravafatcd 
blood, fell down alinoft quite over my teeth : 
this occafioned my breath to fmelL much, yet 
widiout afi«£tihg my longs i but, I believe, 
one week more at fei would have ended' me> 
and Icfa than a month more, all the reft. One 
thing was very remarkable, and likewife oniver- 
fal, which was^ that,' when the diftemper had 
ikr prevailed, if the afflicted perfon lay quiet in 
his hammock, he feemcd to be perfciftly well, 
and heany ; but, if he ww reriioved out of it'i 
on- any neceQlty, he immediately tinted aWay ; 
and this was always a fure fign of the pkr^y'i 
difiUution. 

Since our pafTing Gape Hbrn,- dur furgeony 
Henry Ettrick,whowasra"very^odpraCHcal'fur-" 
geon,: had been very bufy in digeftingia theorjr 
q£ fcurvies, wherein he enumerated many cafef 
very particularly, having been allowed to opeh^ 
and examine as- many bodies as>wer& abundantly 
fulBoient for that purjxrfci His fyllem was 
pnhci]^al)y grounded on- the obfervations' madtf 
00 a' long parage in a very cold clihibte. Ne' 
took abundance of pains to' provt,- by many' 
inftances-, that the tone of the blood' waif brakleit' 
by the cOld- nipping air,; ahd rendered' fo thin, 
as to be unfit' fot circulation^ or any othbr of 
the ufes of life ; and being: thus deprived of ar^ 
proper force' and vigour,> ttagnadon and death' 
ntUft deccSarily^ enfue. trdm this fti^pofition,. 
3 A 2 he 
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he had laid it down as an infallible rulr, chac 
food of a glutinous nature, fuch as fait fifh, 
bread, and feveral forts of grain, were alone 
proper on fuch voyages. As for liquids, I know 
not which he had pitched on, as the moft falu- 
tary, on this occafion. But this pafiage, in a 
very hot climate, wherethe fymptoms were not 
only more dreadful, but the mortality much 
taore quick and fatal, in proportion to the num- 
ber of people, put our fcheming doctor to a 
fad non>plus : he could not account for this on 
the fame principles with the other ; nay, they . 
mult be, in a manner, diametrically oppoGte. 
All this obliged faim at laft (though he was 
flill endeavouring to reconcile contradictions), 
to own, that, though fome of the concurrent 
caufes of this difeafe were plain enough, yet 
the grand caufewas certainly the long continu- 
ance at fea, or an entire fecret •. and that no 
cure but the fliore would ever be efFcAual. The 
Commodore, on this great mortality, having 
by him a quantity of Ward's pills and drops, in 
order to experience whether they would be of 
any ufe, firft tried them on himfelf, and then 
gave what he had left to the furgeon, to admi- 
nifter to fuch of the fick people as were willing 
to take them. The furgeon would not recom* 
mend them to any perfon, but feveral took them; 
though I'know of none who believed they were 
of any fervice to them. They worked moft 
people who took them very violently, both by 
YQVait and ftoql ; 9fter which, as feveral told 
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me, they would feem to be a little caller, the* 
weaker, for perhaps a day or two, but then thejr 
always relapfed, and became worfe than before ; 
and this, together with the inefficacy of all that 
our furgeons could do in the cafe, fufficiently 
Ihewed the vanity ftf attempting the cute of this 
dillemper at fea. 

And here, before I quit this fulyeft, I (hall 
endeavour to remove a prejudice, under which 
the affliftcd have long fevcrely fuffered ; and 
that is, from the notion generally prevaleot, 
that none but the lazy are attacked with this 
diforder; whereas, the diredl contrary is the 
truth ; our experience having abundantly fliewn, 
that the moft laborious, adive, fiirring perlbns 
were oftenefl; feized with this difeafe i and the 
continuation of their labour, inftead of curing, 
only helped to kill them the fooner. 

Many undeniable inftances might be given of 

this in our voyage j and, if future voyagers 

will give themfclves the trouble of obferving 

, this hereafter, I am certain that the event will 

correfpond with my afferCion ; nor does this 

dillemper, in a general way, incline people to 

indolence, till it is come to that height, that, 

at the leall motion, the perfon is ready to faint. 

It is ceruin, that, if the perfon affliftcd deBres 

to lengthen out his life as long as he can, his 

beft way is to ftir as little as poffible. This I 

have feen verified by many inftances. 

Thf ?3d «nd Z4th, we reefed and repaired our ~ 

rigging, 
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ngging, which had ii^efed much in the ra- 
nkle weather. 

The! aftb, bang, accord'mg to our reckooing, 
300 kagaes ft<tm the LadratMSf we tatt wkh a 
wefterly wind, which did not come about agiiin 
in four (hys. This was a mod difpiriring inci- 
dent, as we were all that while forced to lie to, the 
current infennbly driving us out of our courfe. 

Tlie 27th, our gunner, Henry Kipps, died of 
the fcurry, being one 6f the molt able-bodied 
men, as well as the mofl a^re in the I^p : h< 
Iiad takcB Ward's medicines once f» twice. 

On the aSthf we bad calau with muck raam; 
and received ivom the Qovceftcr 30 eaflcs- Of 
flouf and four of gfoats. Havitig bercaa oc- 
cafion of mentioningf flour, it tii^ oot feM' atnffi 
to take notice, that, fince our departure from 
Juan Fernandez^, die principal officers had al- 
ways foft. bread new b:^ed; the bifcuit bdng Gi 
much worm-eaten, it was fcarce any thing but 
duft, and' a Httte blow would reduce it to that 
Aate immediately. Ourbcef and' pork were like- 
wife very rufty and rotten ; and the furgeon en* 
deavoured to perfuadc us from eKiog it, alledg- 
ing it was, though a flow, yee a fure pi^fon •, buc^ 
very little other food being lO' be had, we were' 
reduced to a very depIor^Me eondidon. 

The 29th, in the mbrhiDg,- the Gloucefter's- 

fttfe cap fplitting, herfore-top^rtattcaWfJbythe 

board, and, in its fall, meeting with the forc/yard, 

broke it in the flings. As the was hereby ren< 

dered 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



Commodore ANSON's VOYAGE. 3^7 

(Jered inc;9pable of making any fai) for fpinc 
time, fve ytere under a oeceflity, as foon as a gale 
fprung up, to take her in tow, and near 20 of 
tlie healthieft and ableft of odr feamen were re- 
moved from the duty of our own (hip, and were 
continued eight or ten days together to affift in 
repairing her damages t but thefe things, morti- 
fying as we thought them, were only the com- 
mencemeot of our misfortunes ; for, fcarce had 
our people Snilhed their bufinefs in the Glou- 
cefier, before we met with a moft violent ftorm 
from the y/c&fim bo^d* which obliged us, to lie 
;o. This ftorm lafted from the loth to the 
I ^di of Auguft^ attended with rain, thunder, and 
lightning, and fuch a lofty and dangerous Tea a^ 
I have feldom leeq, and could not.haye believed 
in latitudes between the Tropics, efpccially for 
fuch a long duration. MoQ; of the time we lay 
to, we drove to the northward i abundance of 
our people djed daily j and, the fhip proving 
very leaky, every perfon who could ftir, the 
principal ofEcers not excepted, was obliged to 
take his turn at the pumps, and all little enough 
to keep us above watcf. 

Theijthof Auguft,at 10 in the morning, the 
Qloucefter made a fignal of diilrels, and, being 
tp vindward, bore down (owarda us 1 but wa 
oblerv^d {^^ was long in wearing, rolled very 
n)i]ch, and made bad Itecrag^. About half sl^ 
hour after qopn they fpoke with i)s, and ;old U9 
that they were fo leaky th^E they m«ft qyit their 
fliip i that they had feven feet water in the hold | 
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and that all the men they had capable of ftirring 
were quite exhaufted with pumping, and could 
work no longer. This j«as an additiooal mis- 
fortune, and fcemed to be without refource ; for, 
whilft the Gloucefter's crew were thus enfeebled, 
our own lick were now (o much increafed, and 
thofe who ftili remained in health, fo over- fa- 
tigued with labour, that it was impoSible for us 
to lend them any aid : . all, therefore, that could 
be done was to fend our boat on board for a 
more particular account of the (hip's condition } 
Us it wasfoon fufpe£tedt that the taking her people 
on board us, and then deftroying the Gloucef- 
ter, was the only meafure that could be profe- 
cuted in the prefent emergency both for the 
prefervation of their lives and of our own. 

Our boat foon returned with a rcprefentation 
of the melancholy ftate of the GlouceAer, and 
of her feveral defefts, figned by Capt. MitcheU 
and all his ofBcers ; by which it appeared, that 
the fliip was decayed in every part ; that her 
crew was greatly reduced •, that there remained 
alive no more than 77 men, officers included, 
I S boys, and two prifoners ; that of the whole 
number, only 16 men and 1 1 boys were capable 
of keeping the deck, and feveral of thefe very 
infirm ; that the water was fo deep in the hold, 
that thofe who were yet alive were ftarving, and 
could neither come at frcfli water nor provifloas. 

From this reprefentation, wliich was in no one 
inftance exaggerated, the Commodore fent Im- 
mediately 
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mediately an order to Capt. Mitchell, to bring 
his people on board the Centurion, and to take 
out fuch ftores as could moft eaQly be come at, 
among which he was very defirous of faving two 
cables, and a Iheet anchor } but the Ihip rolled fo 
much, and the men were fo cxceOively fatigued, 
that it was with the greatelt difficulty the prize- 
money was fecuredf (the prize-goods amounting 
to many thoufand pounds being abandoned) : 
nor could any other provifions be got at, than 
five caflcs of flour, (three of which were fpoiled 
by the falt-water), a fmall quantity of brandy, 
and fome living ftock. Even this little bulinefs 
was fo languifliingly performed, that two days 
were wafted in the execution, during which time 
three or four of the fick perilhcd on being 
removed. 

As the weather was now calm, and we were 
uncertain how far diftant we might be from 
Guam, a fettlement in poflelHon of the enemy, 
to whom- the wreck of fuch a (hip with guns 
and ammunidon on board would have been a 
very valuable acquifitioo, the Commodore judg- 
ed the moft effeftual way to prevent her from 
falling into their hands was to fet her on fire : and 
accordingly, as foon as the Captain and his Offi- 
cers had quitted her, the combuilibles placed 
for that purpofe were lighted, and Qie continu- 
ed burning the whole night, and at fix the next 
morning fiie blew. up. Thus perilhcd his Ma- 
Jefty's Ihip the Gloucefter t and now, it might 
have been cxpeded, that, being freed from 

Vol. II. 3 B the 
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the embarraffment in which her frequent difaf- 
ters ha<i involved us, we ftpuld have proceeded 
on our way much brlfl^er than we b^d hitherto 
d&ne; However, wc were foon taught, that 
our anxieties were not yet to be relieved. 

We were at' difs cinie in the utmoft diftrefs } 
the Ihip coniiderably lumbered with prize-goods, 
aiid the ' fmatl room wc had left thronged wiicli 
the fick, whofe numbers were now very much 
inc^eafcd with thofe from the Glouceftefi the 
dirt, riaufeoufnefs, and ftcnch, almpft every where 
intolerable j more people daily difabled with the 
dileafci no/fign of land, nor but very little wind* 
aiid that not fair but variably t very tud provlfiooa 
and WaKF.'ahd the fliip ver^ leaky i and,,thouglv . 
we difcovercd tlie leak to be iB. her bows on each 
fide the ftern, it la^ in fuch a manner that we 
could not ftop it, nay the attempting it rather 
made it worfe! In this diftreCi flic m^dc the Ijefl; 
of every little fpurt of wind. 
' Nothing farther remarkable happened till 
Sunday the 32(i» wlica^ about eight in theevea- 
ing, w^ difcovercd two iflaadp, one bearing W. 
half S./aod the other SIW. by W,-at ,thc dlfr" 
tance of about io k^ues. We were ovciioyed 
at this fight^ and ftood cowar^chcmwiiih,^! our 
fail i but, there being litUp wind, viie did not ^et 
neartheni till the next day aoovrt nopn, when. 
being 'about three miles off ibe,Urgcft,atka-tnoft 
promifihg of them, which appeared Vjcry hiliy , 
and full of trees^. we ienfi on. Ibore one of our 
Lieutenants in thc; cuttcf tp. inakedifcoffer;c%^ 
' who 
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who returned at nine in the evening* and gave 
us but a very indifferent acco\int of the fiiare. 
■^he trees were moTlIy cocoa-nut-trees, of* which 
there were prodigious quantities ; about 60 co- 
coa nuts they brought on board with them, bqt 
they Could lind no water, nor any good place to 
'anchor in : on this account it was thought fit to 
ftand jfurther to the fouthward, for 'feme more 
proper place. This was a feverc difappointment 
to moft of the lick, who, on the fight of Ianc|, 
(or hearing that we were fq near ic) had begun 
fenfibly to revive: but as perfon^ in fuch cir- 
'^cUniftances 'iire foon driven to deibpiid, )V[)en 
'an ald'theyhad depended upon deferts theni, 
fo this difappointmcnt deflroyed our hdpestand 
increafed our de3?<Sion. W^ feared, .^b.at, if we " 
met with more iDarids jn'thc fan^e.ryii,. thfy 
XDight be either as bat], worfe, or jpbi4b^ie4Jby 
'our ehemies the Spaniard?, who,..in our weak 
condition, might eafily be able to binder i^ from . 
proper refreQiments: add to ttii?, l^QW near .mi' 
ny of US: were to deaths |?nd how J^Ue we cqulil 
expe^ to furvlve any time ip^ f^arching for otKer 
iflands. I know hoc whether thle^ were th^ ^ 
neral thoughts of the lick, . but I mull own ,thay 
were mine, and made our fiiuatton a^ that tjn^e 
appear ten tinies worfe to me th^n at »oy otl^^i; in 
t'le whole cpurle of our voyage, J wu ind^ 
very il^, and my illneli might poflibly occafion 
cv'et^ <^i<?g 1^9 3f>pc^ . i" its worit light, yet. I 
^cvcr was one of thofe wKo were frightened^ at 
tiu: ap^rehenfibn, or even tlie vifibte 'approach 
3 8 « **f 
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oi death i it had no unreafooable terrors in any 
of its profpeAs to me ; and 1 always could, and 
1 hope always fliall be ready to meet it with 
calmnefs and perfect rcGgnation : but I believe 
the healthicft and ftoucefl at that time had pro- 
bably the grcatcll apprehenGons -, and I have 
Cnce heard it from many of thofe, that they ex- 
pc£ted all to haveperiflied, had we been fo little 
as three weeks longer at fea ; and I much quef. 
tion whether they were not right in that ezpec- 
ution. 

On the 26th, at five in the morning, we iaw 
three other iOands, bearing from S. E. by S. to 
'N< B. the middlemolt of the three, which was 
the largeft, due E. 

The 27th, at three in the afternoon, being 
got pretty near the fliore of the middiemoft 
ifland, we fent our cutter and pinnace in-fliorc 
for difcovery. At four the pinnace came off, 
and brought with her an Indian paroo, with a 
Spaniard and four Indians, whom they took in 
her. They likewife told us, that they had in- 
Ihorea fmalt bark of about 16 tons, and between 
30 and 30 more people on the iflahd, all of whom 
had been fent there from Guam to kill cattle and 
hogs, and make jerked beef and cocoa-nut-oil, 
&c. for the Spanifli garrifon there j and that 
there are conftantly people fent on that account 
who, after fome months flay at that place, are 
relieved by frelh parties for the fame purpole. 
AVe fecured both bark and paroo, together wiA 
all the Indians who fell into our hands, to hin- 
der 
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der their carrying intelligence of us to the Spa- 
niards at Guam. On^ of thofe Indians was a 
carpenter by trade, and bis father was one of the 
principal builders at Manilla. This young man, 
having been ill ufed by the Governor at Guam, 
voluntarily entered with us, and became one' of 
our carpenter's crew, and proved a very ufeful 
handy fellow. 

The Spaniard being examined as to the ftate 
of the ifland we were now approaching, the ac- 
count he gave furpafled even our moft fanguine 
hopes i and, tho* uninhabited, he faid> it wanted 
none of thofe accommodations with which the 
bell cultivated countries are furnilhed. On muf- 
tering up our whole force, as we drew near, all 
the hands we could colleA capable of any kind 
of duty, even on the mofl: prefling occaGons, 
amounted to no more than 71 men, officers in- 
cluded. This number, inconGderable as it may 
feem, were all of the united crews of the Cen- 
turion, Glouceller, and Trial, that could move 
without being alEfted, nocwithftandiog that, 
when we left England, they confifted of near 
looQ men. 

When we had entered the road, our firfl: bu- 
finefs, after furling the fails and fecuring the 
0iip, was to provide an hofpital on Qiore for the 
fick ; but the officer and feamen who were 
fcnt upon this fervice, returned joyfully, and 
acquainted us, that the Indians on fliore had fav- 
ed them that trouble, and had provided for us 
better than we could have done for ourfelves j 
for. 
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ibr, having etcAedaEfiiin^erofRnleckbbinsifbr 
their accommodation {iifring thtftr rtfiSeoce on 
the «fl»dj add one in psrtici^r, wh'tt'h %ey 
made ufe of by way of ftofchouTe to ilow their 
prorifiooB in, riiere could be notWng more firit- 
Afely adapted for the ireteption b6th ef the ficfc 
«nd the heakhy than thefe ercEtrons. Accord- 
ingly, we inftantly began fending afliore as many 
cf the fick 23 could poffibly be conveyed, ambng 
which number I myielf was one ; I fay, is many 
as could pebbly be conveyed, for we were aU 
fo extremrfy feeble and helplefa, that ^wc Were 
no otherwife to be hnded than by being cah-ied 
in our hammocks, both in and out of the boats, 
on mens Ihoutders, in which ^rvice borii the. 
^Tommodore himfelf and his officers V^ry lu)- 
mandy affifted ; and, indeed, they Wefe dmdft 
the only perfons on board capabtc of pcrforni- 
ing it i the hcalthieft feamen being lb much en- 
jeebled, that they had but juft ftrcngth eddugh 
left to help themfclvcs. 

The next day, being the 29th, the reftiainder 
of the fick were brought oh Aore, of whom ai 
men died ; but the greateft pact of 'tlie reft re- 
covered furprtzingly. As foon as 1 was ca- 
pable of ftirring about, I found Vhe'illand tolie 
in lat. i4deg, 58 min.N. XWaltertfays igdeg, 
8 min.] and in long. 223 deg. 35 min. W. from 
London, >eing, according to my reckoning, 
1 1 7 dc§[. 7 min W. from Acapulco. [Walters 
fays 114 deg. 50 min.] And here \t is oBterv- 
able, how writers of the firft charaffers for ve- 
^ racity 
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racity dUfer in their account? of the fame places,, 
by writing them at different periods. The dc- 
fcription of thi^ ifUnd of TJnian bjr Commodore 
Byron, who lately yi^ted it in his voyage round 
the world, be^rs nofipiiUtudc to chat wc are now 
about to recite ; nor can any one conceive how 
an interval of only 30 years could occaiion fo 
fCinarkab^ an alteration* But to proceed.: 

The .foil, upon exaipination* . we found to be. 
cve;:y where dry and tiealtUy ; and being withal 
ibmewhac fand^i it was thereby the lefs difpofed 
taarank, and over-luxuriant vegetation: and 
heij\ce the meadoifs and woods were neater and 
fatoother than is ufual in hot climates. The 
va|l|t^ and hi^ls. were ,mpft , beautifully diverfi- 
fii^ by,^ mutual eaciipachmeuts of woods and, 
lawjif^ which fkirtnl each othec, and traverled 
the. ihand in large tr^^. The woods conHfted 
of tall »tid well-ipread.trcesi fome celebrated for . 
their beauty, and ib^c ^ their fruit j whilft 
the lawns were .generally crouded with herds of 
cattle., of. whieh it was not unconimon to fee. 
thoufapds feeding in a berdy and, being all milk- 
white, it is no wonder ith&t fuch an appearance, 
excited our lon^ngs,. and increafed our impa* 
tiepce, to .^iU and eat. Add to thefe, the innu- 
merable fwarms of poultry that crouded the 
wood*, and, by t|ieir frccpjent Growings, gave 
us in idea the pleaQngapprehcafion of being ia 
the neighbourhood of farnis, ahd villages -, . and 
we even farn;ied,. thai Id the covert of the woods 
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we ihould find fuch concealed. The cattle we 
had fight of were computed at 10,000 j and, 
bcfides thefe and the poultry, we likewifc found 
abundance of wild hogs, which were ezceUent 
food, but fierce, and not eafily maftered. At 
firft we kilted them by Ihoocing ; but, our am- 
munition failing, owing to an accident, we at 
lafl: hunted them down with dogs, fereral of 
which joined us on the illand, and, being train- 
ed to the fport by the Indians, readily enough 
tbllowed us, and aSbrdcd us good diverfion. In 
their confiids with the boars, fome indeed were 
killed ; but thofe that came off vidorious, were 
, ftill -more e^er to engage in every new purfuit. 
This ifland was no lets fortunate to us in its 
v^etable than in its animal produftions } more 
particularly abounding in fuch fhiits and plants 
as were beft adapted to the cure of that difeafe 
by which we had been fo dreadfully debiUtated. 
In the woods cocoa-nuts were .to be gathered 
without number ; and, what is remarkable, cab- 
bagcs grew on the fame trees. There were, be- 
tides, guavas, limes, fweet and foiu- oranges, and, 
what is common to all the Tropical ifiands, bread- 
fruit. In the plains we found water-melons, 
dandelion, creeping-purflain, mint, fcurvy-grafs, 
and forrel ; all which, together with the frefii- 
meats of the place, were fuch faluury tefrelh- 
mencs, that the fick, who were at deathVdoor 
when they landed, before they had been a week 
tn fliore, put on very different countenances, 
and 
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and with their new complexions received a frelh 
' recruit of fpirits. 

^midft fuch a Tariety of provifions as the 
laffi furniOied, it was thought unneceflary to in- 
dulge ourfclves in thofe ofiisred Us by the fea. 
From fiOi, therefore, we wholly refrained ; and 
the rather, as fome we caught at our firft arrival 
furfeited thofr who eat of them. This, how- 
€ver, was not regretted, as beef, pork, poultry, 
and wild-fowl, were in fuch plenty, that, except 
the trouble of bringing them from a confide^ 
able diftance fometimes, there was no dif- 
ficulty attending their procurement. It were, 
indeed^ an endlefs talk to recount all the exceU 
lencies and delicacies we met with in this de- 
lightful Uland : nor is it eafy to fay which to 
prefer where every thing is worthy of admira- 
tion ; the neatnefs of its lawns, the ftatelinels, 
frefhnels, and fragrance of its woods, the happy 
inequality of its fur&ce, and the variety and ele- 
gance of the views it afforded,-* all thefe confpir- 
ed to charm the fight, while at the fame dme 
the excellency of its produftions could not fait 
to gratify the appedte. And thefe advantages 
were greatly enhanced by the healthinefs of the 
climate, by the almoft conftant cool breezes that 
prevailed, and by the frequent gentle Ihowers 
thatfeemcd to fsdl juftto refrelh the earth, and 
add to its fertility j for thefe, inftead of the long- 
condnued rains that in other countries fill the 
^ with noxious vapours, and overflow the earth 
«ith wafteful inundations, feemed juit enough 
Vol. IL 3 C 10 
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to purify the air, and to refreffi the foil } which 
was obfeivable enough bf tbe efie<^ it had in 
increafing our appetites, and promoting our di- 
geftion. This dfed was, indeed, remarkable, 
fifice tHole amoQgA our officers, who were at all 
other times fpare and temperate eaters, were 
herein appearajice transformed ij)[o gluttons ; 
for inQ^d of one reafonable fk^>Rieal a day, 
they were Scarcely fatiGficd with three : and yet 
our digeftbn io well correfponded to the keen- 
nefs of our appctitet, that we were neither dis- 
ordered nor even loaded by this uncommon re- 
pjetioji > for, after having made a large beef 
breakfafl;, it was not long before we began to 
cpnlider the approach of dioner as- a very deiire- 
able, and even ibmewhat tardy cv«nc. 

The priacipal inconveniences that attended 
our re0de;)ce upon this iQand arofe from the ' 
va(t outiiber of rnulketos and other troubtelbme 
files, by which we were perpetually teized -, 
there was likewife a venomous littl^ iotcil, that, 
like the Ibeep-cicks in England, would bury iu 
h^ad in the Ikio, and, if not itiftantly removed, 
would caufe an inSammation. 

Running water there was none in the illand i 
but th^t dcfeA was fupplied by a large lake, or 
lagocn, atmotl in the center of it, to which the 
cattkp. in times of drought, generally reforted i 
but-ihc frcfhnefs of their pafture, and the co* 
pious dews and gentle fhowers that often moiS- 
ened il, rendered that rcfource almoft unnecd- 
fary. There were, bcfides, fprings of excellent 
water. 
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w.ater, and near the iurfaca welb might every 
where be dug, whofe wueis, in any other place, 
would not have been complained of. 

Buc the great danger we had to dread remains 
to be told. During four months in the ye^r, 
that is» from the middle of June to the middle 
of Odober, when the weAern tponlbons pre- 
vail, the winds, about the full and change of 
the moon, are variable, and blow with fuch 
fury, that the ftouteft cables aflbrd no Iccuiity 
to Aiips riding at anchor in the road : and what 
adds to the danger is the rapidity of the tide, 
which fcts CO the 5. £. and occaQons fuch a 
hollow and over-grown fea as is not to be cea- 
ceived } infomuch that, though we were in a 
lixiy-gun Ihip, we were under the dreadful ap- 
prehenTion of being pooped t:^ it. During the 
left of the year the weather is conftantly fettkd, 
and flupt have nothing to fear,i if their cables 
are well armed, which otherwife^ wiU fuSer 
firom the fourneis of the ground. 

From the 2^h of Auguft, wheti^ our Tick 
were all put on fliore, to- the i-xiU of Septeni- 
ber, whea the Commodore hina&lf landed, 
tboTe who remained on board were chiefly em* 
played in- mooring and iecuring, the ihip, in 
tbiftiog her guns to come at her leaks, ^nd in 
cackling the cables, topreveai their being gall* 
ed by eht fri<£tion a^oft the rodky bottots^ 
At the iam« time an anchor and cable were put 
on board the Spaiiifli bark^ her own being, oAr 
If a heavy lo^ ef wood, and a rope made of 
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bafs ; and fomc barrels of powder to be dried 
and recovered, which by long keeping was 
become mmft. 

From the i2th to the iStb, the hands were 
continuallv (bifting, thofe who were fo welt re< 
covered as to be capable of duty were fenc on 
board, and thofe who had born the burden of 
the labour were relieved and fent on ihore. 

On the 19th, the weather began to alter, and 
to threaten a ftorm : on that day, the next, and 
the 2ift, it blew hard-, however, we rode it 
out, and flattered ourfelves that the prudence 
of our meafures had fecured us from accidents. 
On the 2 2d, the hurricane came on, and our 
only hope of fafety feemed to depend on our 
putting out to fea ; but the Commodore was on 
fhore, and all communication with the land ab- 
jblutely cut off. At five in the afternoon, the 
finall bower parted, and the dip fprung off 
to the beff bower. As night approached, the 
violence of the ftorm increafed; yet, not- 
withftanding its inexpreffible fury, the rapidity 
'of the tide was fuch as to prevail over it, and to 
force the (hip before it, as it were, in defpight of 
its utmoft rage. It was now that the fea broke 
all round us in a moft tremendous manner; 
and that a large tumbling fwell threatened to 
ingulph us in its bofom : the long-boat, which 
was moored a-flern, was on a fudden canted fo 
high that it broke the tranfum of the Commo- 
dore's gallery, and would, doubtlels, have rifen 
AS high as the tafferel, had it not been for the 
ftroke^ 
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ftroke, which ftovc the boat to pieces ; hut yet 
the poor boat' keeper, though much bruiled, 
was faved almoft by miracle.. About eight* the' 
tide flackcned ; but, the wind not abating, the 
the bcft bower cable, by which alone we rode, 
parted at eleven. In this extremity, Mr.'Sau- 
marez, our Firft Lieutenant, who commanded 
in theabf^ce of the Commodore, ordered guns 
to be fired, and- lights to be fhewn, as fignals of 
diftrefs ; and, in a fiiort time after, the night being 
exceffively dark, the ftorm raging, the thunder 
roaring, and nothing to be feen but the bhie 
lightning flafhing through the ' rain, we were 
driven to fea, and, by this cataftrophe, the 
whole Crew, both by fea and landi reduced to 
a ftate of defpair i thofe on fhore concluding 
they had now no means left them ever to gee 
homes whilft thofe on board, being utterly un- 
prepared to ftruggle with the fury of fuch feas 
and winds, expected each moment to be their 
laft. ■ In this ftate 01 defpondency, while thofe 
on board were every moment in expeftation of 
being dalbed againft the rocks of Aiguigan, an 
ifland at about three leafrucs from Tinian, thofe 
on (hore were perfuaded the (hip could not fur- 
vive the ftorm, the whole channel between the 
two iflands appearing from' the land like one 
continued breach, the fea fwelling, breaking, 
and roaring, like mountains rolling over moun- 
tains, and forming the moft awful and terrify- 
ing fight that the mind of man can pofllbly 
(»iiceive. Indeed, the condition ofnhofe on 
board 
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board was trulf {uciable ^ they were in a leaky 
iblp, with three cabks ia their haw&s, to one ^ 
. which huQg their only remaining anchor ; they 
had not a gun on board laflied ^ oor a port 
barred in ; chcir ilu-ouds were loole i and their 
&re<top-maft unrigged; and they had {truck 
their fore and main yards down before the hur> 
ricane came ooj fb that there wa^o fail they 
could fct except the mizzen : ta add to their 
misfcwtuDeG, they were no Ibeoer at fea, than, 
by the labouring of tiie flup^ whole floods of 
water nilhed in through the hawfe-holes, ports, 
and Icuppera j which, with the ufiial leakage, 
kept the pumps conftamly at work. Perfuackd 
that their deftru&ion waa inevitable, fiokin^ 
howerer, was only their fecondary cooccra; 
they judged, by the driving of the Ihip, that tbey 
were making towards the land, and that, in the 
darkness of the night, they'lbould do otherwite 
perceive it than by ftriking upon it i but day- 
light relieved them from that uneafy appre- 
heofions, and ihewed them chat the ifland they 
fo much dreaded was at a ccmfideraUe diftancct 
and that a ftrong northern cuccenc had pnwcd 
the means of their prefervation. It was not, 
however, till after thiee days that the turbulent 
weather that had driven them fr4Mn Tinian be- 
gan to abate ; when every man in the (hip was 
fo worn out with fatigue, that they found it im- 
pollible to man the pumps, and hand the Guk 
at the fame time. They had twice attempted 
to heavaup the main and fore yards, in which 
they 
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they had as often mifcarrjcd by the breaking 
of the jeers, and in the laft eflFort one of their 
belt men perilhed. During all this time the 
Ihip was driving to keward, and dragging her 
Iheet anchor, the only one ftie had left, with two 
cables an end at her bows. This was a circum- 
ftance of the greateft confcquence, and required 
a fpeedy remedy i for, though upon a third 
exertion of their whole force, they had replaced 
their yards, they durfl: not, while the anchor 
continued in that lituation, venture to Ipread 
their canvas. Some reft and refrelhment be- 
came neccflary before a work of fuch labour 
could be propofed 10 a feeble and diminifhed. 
crew, who hardly confifted of 100 men. It 
was, therefore, five days after their departure be- 
fore they could fecure their anchor j and now 
they fet their courfes, and, for the firft time, 
flood to the eaClward, in hopes of foon regaio- 
log the ifland, and rejoining their Commander 
and the reft of their company : but in this they 
were unhappily difappointedi for having run, 
as they thought, the diftance necelTary for 
making the iOand, and being in full expec* 
tation of feeing it, they found themfelves be- 
wildered by the irregularity of the currents, and 
knew not what courfe to Aeer, till, after feveral 
days uncertainly, they came at laft in fight of 
Guam, from whence they diredted their courfe 
with inBnite labour to Tinian, the wind being 
conftantly againft them, and the tide variable. 
This fcvere employment held till the nth of 
October, 
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Odober, when, after nineteen days abfence, they 
appeared again in the offing, and Were rein- 
forced from the (bore, to the inexprefllble joy 
of the whole crew. 

A few days after the ftiip was driven off, 
fome of the people on (hore cried out, Afaill 
and this fpread a general joy, fuppofing it to be 
the Centurion returning j but prefcntly a fccond 
iail was defcricd, which wholly deftroyed the 
firft conjc£lure, and made it difficult to guels 
who they were. The Commodore turning his 
glafs towards them, faw they were two boats % 
and inftantly concluding that the Centurion 
was gone to the bottom, and that thofe were 
her boats returning with the remains of her 
people, this fudden fuggeftion wrought fo pow- 
erfully upon him, that, to conceal his emo- 
tion, he was obliged to retire to ht3 tent, where 
he paft fome bitter moments in the firm perfua" 
flon that all his hopes were now at an end, and 
that, inftead of diftreffing the enemy, he muft 
himfelf with his people fall a prey to their re- 
Icntlefs cruelty. He was, however, foon re- 
lieved from this mortifying thought, they ap* 
pearing, upon cheir nearer approach, to be In> 
dian proas, directing their courfe towards the 
bay, with a view, as was fuppofed, to relieve 
their countrymen,- or to take on board ' their 
pTovifions. On this intelligence, the Commo- 
dore ordered his people to conceal themfelves } 
but the proas, after advancing within a quarter 
of a mile of the fhore, lay by for the fpacc of 
afinr 
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a . few hours* and probably obferving ibmc 
change in the appearance of the place, which 
might raife their fiifpicion that an enemy lay in 
ambuffa, they got again under fait, and fteered 
to the fouthward. 

After this incident an optaion began gene- 
ratly to prevail, that the Centurion would never 
more appear at this iQand ; and that Die was 
either loft, or forced upon the coaft of China,, 
from whence, in her crazy condition, .it would 
be impoffible for her ever to return. Though 
the Commodore did not apparently give into 
~ this opinion, yet he was not without his fears 1 
and, therefore, to provide i^ainft the worft, he 
propofcd cutting afunder the Indian bark which 
they took on their firft arrival, and lengthening 
her in fuch a manner as to be capable of taking 
on board all who were then upon the iOand, and 
following the Qiip, if peradventure fhe fhould be 
driven to Mocao. After fome hefitation, owing 
to the difficulty attending the execution, the men 
were at length prevailed upon tO engage in the 
work, and the Commodore by his example en^ 
courted their diligence i for, being always ac 
work by day-break himfelf, it was thought a 
' dilgracc to be idle when their Chief was employ* 
ed. It fortunately happened, that the Carpen- 
ters both of the GlouceAer and Trial were. on 
fiiore, and that they had brought for fafety their 
chefts of tools with them. The fmith, too, was 
on fhore with his forge, but his bellows was 
ftill in the Ihip. This deftft occalioned fome 

Vol. 11, 3D delay > 
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delay ; but was foon fupplied by the ingenuity, 
of his fhip- mates, one or other of them never be- 
ing at a lofs for expedients od fuch occaGons : 
they limed a frefh hide for leather, the carpen* 
ters fbaped out a wooden frame, and a gun bar- 
rel ferved for a nozel. The fmith being now 
in readtnefs to prepare the iron-work, fome 
were employed in cutting down trees, nnd faw- 
ing them imo plank, whilft the main-body were 
bufied io digging out a draw-dock to receive the 
bark, and in laying of ways to heave her up and 
down. All, in (hort, were varioully employed i 
and the work went on fuccelsfuUy for 16 days* 
in which time the bark was fawn afunder, hec 
two parts feparated, and placed at the proper 
diftance from pach other ; and, the materials be- 
ing all in readinefs before-hand, they proceeded 
with no fmall dtfpatch in the enlargement, info- 
much that they fixed the 5thof November as the 
day when they fhould be ready to depart. The 
alacrity with which this bulinefs was carried on, 
left no rooin for reflcftion among the common 
failors, though their iuperiors were not without 
their fears. They had no fea-provifions, except 
fome jerked beef, which the Indians had prer 
pared and abandoned when they fled, and they 
had a run of 600 leagues before they could pre- 
fume upon a fupply j they had no bread, and 
the bread-fruit on the ifland could not be pre- 
ferved at Tea -y they wanted fait ; and, what was 
Hill a more necclTary article in their prefent fitu- 
ation, they wanted ammunition for their defence* 
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in cafe of an attack from the enemy ; for. Upon 
the ftri(fteft fearch, no more than 90 charges of 
powder could be collected, which was Ihort of 
one round a-piece for each of the confipany j 
chey were, too, in an unknown Tea, and wanted 
inftrumcnts to dired their courfe t in (hort, 
though the common men had no other thought 
but how they (hould get on board, .the officers 
forefaw a thoufand difficulties, which were al- 
mofl; infurmountable to human approhenfion, 
but which they carefully concealed, that the 
main bufinefs might not be retarded. 

But, in the midft of thefe gloomy apprchen- 
fions, which, the nearer the time of their de- 

'parture approached, ftill became the more 
ferious, and when all hope of feeing the Cen- 
turion at Tinian had fublided, cme of the 
Gloucefter*s men, being upon a hill at a dif- 
tance looking out for cattle, perceived^ as he 
fancied, fomething like a Ihip in the clouds, 
which, on fteadily obferving it, feemed to move 
flowly towards the land. It was not long be- 
fore he was fcnUble of its approach, and pcr- 
fuading himfelf ic was the Centurion, he in an 
extacy ran towards the landing-place, crying to 

■his cotnndes,, ^ he Jbip ! The/hip! This being 
heard by the neareft, was echoed from moutk 
to mouth' till it reached the Ipot where the 
Commodore was at work, who, on hearing the 
joyful news, threw down his axe, and joined in 
the general tranfport. In a few hours the Cen- 
(uriQn appevec} io the offing, and a boat with - 
3P? i» 
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1 8 men was fent off to reinforce her, and (o 
carry frdh meats, fruits, and refreniments, fot 
the crew. Jn the afternoon of the nth of 
October flic happily caft anchor, the Commo- 
dore went inftantly aboard, and the joy and 
congratulations on that occalion were equally 
fincere and mutual. 

The labour of the artiBcers was now at an 
end, and another kind of employment fucceeded> 
which was that of laying in water for the re- 
mainder of the voyage. Now alfo buntiog, 
fbouting, fetting, and erery device that could be 
contrived to catch live cattle, bogs, and poul- 
try, for florcs, took (dace i while, at the lame 
time, the Commodore and Officers amufed them- 
felves with traverfing the illand, and examining 
more minmely its feveral parts. In one of thefe 
, excurfions, being on a rifing ground, they ob- 
ferved, in a valley beneath them, the appear- 
ance of a fmall thidtet, which, by attending co 
it, feemed to have a progrclfive motion, as in- 
deed it had i but was no other than a parcel of 
cocoa-buflies trailed upon the ground by per- 
fons concealed beneath them. From this un- 
common circumftance, it was immediately con- 
cluded, that the Indians, whofe boat they had 
furprized upon their firft arrival, muft be the 
pcrfons who were dragging the buflies, and that 
it could not be far to the place erf their con- 
cealment i they therefore kept their eye upon 
^hem, and traced them to their cdl $ bat, to 
their furprize, when they came to enter it, they 
found 
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found ic abandoned, though all things were rea- 
dy prepared for dinner, and ftood fmoaldng hot 
. on a uble of turf. The officers, having in rain 
endeavourcjl to track them, returned, and, with 
an appetite increafed by the keennefs of the 
purfuit, fat down to that meal which the poor 
hungry favages had abandoned. It confifted of 
falted fpareribs,, cocoa- outs, and bread-fruity 
all which they found ready dreft, and in quan- 
tity as much as they all could eat. 

On the third day after the Iccond ariival of 
the (hip, the Commodore being on board, a 
fudden guft of wind arofe, and again brought 
home our anchor, and drove us out- to Tea. 
Our chief officers were now all on board ; and 
only about 70 of our men, with a midfiiipman 
or two to command them, were employed on 
ihore in filling water and catching cattle. Of 
thefe about 30 came off to us in the cutter^ 
and the eighteen-Hsared barge was fent for the 
K& i but they not being in readinefs, and the 
fliip quickly driving out of fight, it was no longer 
in their power to join us. However, as the 
weather foon proved favourable, and we were ' 
now firoager and healthier than at our firft di- 
falter, in about five days we regained the road, 
and anchored fafe in our former ftation. On 
our return we found the Spanilh bark reftorcd 
to her old dimenfioos, and the parts brought 
together, and in good forw^rdnefs to be com- 
pleated ; for the few remaining people, defpair- 
ing of the return of the Ihip, had determined 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



390 CoMMODORB ANSON*s VOYAGE, 
ui foHow her to her deftincd port. We now 
laboured indcfatigably to get in our water, in 
order to fail, in which' fervice two of our men 
employed in the well unfortunately perifhed ; 
for the fides of the well being loofe earth, by 
the careleflhefs of ihofe above, in not properly 
attending the filling, the bank gave way by the 
weight of 3 heavy caflt, and both that and the 
batik fell in upon them together. Some other 
misfortunes happened through hafte in rafting 
the cafks to the fhip ; yet, notwithftanding, be- 
ing fuch as are generally accounted trifling 
on board a man of war» our watering went on 
fo fuccefsfiilly, that by the 20th of October it 
was compleated} and on that day leave was 
given for a man frdm each mefs to go attiore> 
and gather as many oranges, lemons, cocoa- 
nuts, and other fruits of the iQand, as Ihould 
be fufficienc for us all while at fea. This 
being accompUOied, the Spanifh bark fet 
on fire, the men returned on board, and the 
boats hoifted in, on the aift we fet fail; and 
the wind being fair, and the weather mode- 
rate, nothing remarkable happened tilt we ar- 
rived on the coafta of China, except chat white 
we were palling by the rocks of Vele Rete, 
near the fouth end of the ifiand Formofa, we 
were alarmed by a cry of fire on the forecaftle, 
which brought the whole crew together in the 
utmoft confuGon, fo that it was difficult for 
fome time to reduce them to order; but, as 
foon as difcipllne took place, and a proper exa- 
mination 



. ,i,z<,i:,., Google 



Commodore ANSON's VOYAGE. 391 
tnination could be made, it was found to pro- 
ceed from the furnace, where the bricks, being 
over-heated, had begun to communicate the fire 
to the wood-work, which, had it not been timeljr 
difcovered, might have been of the moft dread* 
ful confequence ; but, as it fell out, it was extin> 
guiftied with the greateft facility, and the brick* 
work fo fecured, that no accident of the like 
kind could again happen. 

J-rom the ifland of Formofa we directed our 
courfe fo as to fall in with the coaft of China, 
to the eaftward of Pedro Blanco, as that rock li 
generally efteemed the beft diredion for fliips 
bound to Mocao ; and, on the 6th of Novem* 
ber we fell in with it, when we were prefently 
furrounded by an incredible number of fifliing- 
boats, which covered the furface «f the fea zt 
far as the eye could reach. Nor was this fwarm 
of BfliingvefTcls peculiar to that place; for, as 
we ran on to the weftward, we found them as 
abundant on every other part of the coaft. 
From among thefe we had no fort of doubt of 
procuring a pilot to Mocao ; but, when we 
thought ourfelves near it, though we tempted* 
them with {hewing them bags of Spanilh dol- 
lars, for which, it is faid, a ChJncfe would fell 
his father, yet not one of them would venture 
to come on board us, nor give us the leaft in- - 
telligcnce % neither did our fliip, the like of 
which, fo armed and fitted, had never before ^ 
appeared upon their coafts, fcem to etcite in 
them any curiofity : they continued their 6(h- 
ing 
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ing with the fame apparent indifference as if 
any trading 0iip had been pafling by i and, 
when we made them Tignals* they difrcgaided 
them as much, though they certainly underftood 
them, as if we had been only in fporL The 
next day, however, about two in the afternoon, 
as we were Handing to the westward within two 
leagues of the (hore, ftill furrounded as before, 
we obfervei^ that a boat a-head of us waved a 
red flag, and blew a born. This we apprehend- 
ed was a fignal for us, and accordingly we hoift- 
ed out our cutter^ and lent to know the mean- 
ing of it i when we prefently dtfcovered oiu: 
miftake, and that it was only the ufual notice to 
leave off Bflung, which the whole fleet in^antly 
obeyed. Being thus, difappointed, we kept on 
our cruife till we came to a group of iflands, 
round the wcftertunoff of which we were dircA- 
ed to pals, and then to haul up. While ^c 
were thus employed, a Chinefe pilot came on 
board. . and in broken Fortuguefe undertook to 
pilot us into harbour for 30 doUvS} and on the 
I2th of November anchored %ts fafe in Mocao- 
road i where the firtl thing we did was U> lidute 
the fof t, and to fepd to the Portoguefc Gover- 
nor to advife with his Excellency in what man- 
ner to behave to avoid giving offence to the 
Chinefe. The difficulty the Commodore prin- 
cipally aj^Fchended related to the port charges 
ufually paid by 0iips in the river Canton, from 
which charges men-of-war are exempted in every 
port of Europe, and which the Commodore was 
deter- 
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dettrmiDednoctobe&rocdtopayinthis. Id the 
evening the boat returned with two officers, who 
delivered it « the Governor's optaion, that, if 
ibe Centurion rcntvred into the river of Canton, 
the duty would moft oeruinly be expelled ; and, 
therefore, if the Commodore approved of it, he 
would feod a pilot to condud the flaip into ano- 
ther hartxHir, called the Typa, where it was pro- 
bable the port charges would never be demand- 
ed. To xhk propofat the Commodore agreed, 
the pilot was fent, and the Ihip fafely moored. 

Next day the Commodore paid a vifit in per- 
loD to the Governor, to Iblicit a fupply of provi- 
fioBS, and of naval ftorea to refit the Ihip. The 
Governor vicfy frankly acquainted the Commo- 
dore, that he durft not opmly fumifh either 
the (Mie or the other i for chat he himfelf nei* 
ther racctved provifions for his garrilbn but from 
day to day, by permi^n from the Chinefe go- 
Tcnunent, nor.any thing elfe but what-hia pre- 
ient neceflities required : however, he alTured 
the Commodore in a friendly manner, that he 
would give him all the afliftance in his power. 
On this declaratiM, the Commodore determin- 
ed to go to Canton himfelf, to procure a licence 
from the Viceroy to purchafe a fupply, and, 
with this view, hired a Chiiufe boat for himfelf 
and his attendants to carry them into port : but 
juft as they wkre ready to embark, the Hoppo 
rcfufed to grant them a permit; nor would 
he, notwithllaoding all the intereft the Com» 
modore could make, withdraw the prohibition. 

Vol. II. 3 E till 
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till lie was threatened to be compelled to it by 
force. This operated when fair means had fail- 
ed i a permit was next day fent on board, and 
the Commodore proceeded to the Englilh fac- 
tory, to confult with the principal officers there 
about the cautions that were to be ufed, left the 
faftory flioold foffcr by violent meafures, which 
he was folicitous to avoid. They advifed-him 
to tranCadt the bufinefs by the mediation of the 
Chinefe merchants, who at firft undertook 
to accomplifli it ; but, after trifling with him 
more than a monch, they declared they durft 
not interfere in it. The merchants then under- 
took to procure him provifions clandeftinely ; 
but that would not fuffice. Upon hit return, be 
found the fliip io much out of repair, that ihe 
could not proceed without being hoFC down ; 
he, therefore, next day wrote, a letter to the 
Viceroy, acquainting him, thathe was Commo- 
dore of a fiijuadron of his Britannic Majefty's 
Ihips that had been ccuifing in the South Seas 
againft the Spaniards, who were at war with bis 
nation; that his ttiip was leaky; that his peo- 
ple were in want of provifions ; that he had put ' 
into Mocao, a friendly port, .for a fupply,' but 
that, being a flraoger to the cuftoms of the 
country, he had been unable' to fucceed; and, 
therefore, requefted, that he might be permitted 
to employ workmen to repair his fliip, and that 
he might be fupplied with provifions at the ac- 
cuftomcd rates at wl^ich the articles he fiood in 
need'of were generally fold. Another difficulty 
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was now ftarted as to the delivery of this let- 
ter, the, Hoppo at firft refuling to intermeddle 
widi it; but, OQ the Cotnmodore's expreiCng 
feme refcntment, and threatening to convey it 
to Canton by his own melTengers, he at length 
undertook not only to deliver it, but to procure 
an anfwer : accordingly, though the letter was 
only dated on the 17th of peccmber, on the 
19th a Mandarine of the firft rank, together 
with two others of an inferior clafSj and their 
attendants, having in their retinue 1 8 half gal- 
lies, decorated with ftreamers, and furni(hed with 
bands of tnuflc, came to a grapple a-hcad of the 
Centurion, whence the Mandarine fent in form 
to acquaint the Comtnodore, that he catne by 
order of the Viceroy to examine the condition 
of the Ihip, and to report the fame ;fs it Ihouid 
appear to hioi upon a juft furvey. On this 
meflage, preparafions were inftantly made to re- 
ceive him i in panicular, a hundred of the md(t 
fightly men on board, uniformly dre0ed in the ~ 
Vegim^ntals of the marines, were drawA up, un- 
der arms on the main-deck againft his arrival. 
When he entered the Ihip,. he was faluted l^y the 
drums and military muHc, and conduced by 
fome of the principal officers to the quarter- 
deck) where he was received in ftaCe by the 
Commodore, and then introduced to the great 
.cabbin, where he explained his commllBon, and 
prefented the perfons he had brought with him 
to take thefurvey. The Mandarine appeared to 
, be s perfon of fuperior abilities, and endowed 
3 E 2 with 
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with a frankndsand honetty not ufualt; to be met 
with among the ordinary ranks of Chincfe officers* 
and, being an^ye-wicnefs of the dahgeroqs ftate 
of the leak^i and of the neceflity there was for 9 
thorough repair, he bxprefled his entire acqoir 
efcence in the report that had been given, and 
promifed t<> lay the Tame immediately before the 
Council upon his return. He was exceeding 
curious in infpeAing the Ihip, in examining 
her gunc, and poifing her great (hot. He ex- 
prcft his aftoniihment at her ftrength and het 
magnitude ; and the Commodore, to increafb 
his wonder, and fliew his own power, let him 
)tnow how eafy it wopld be for him to deftroy 
the wlK^e aavigabrfe force of China, and lay th^ 
city of Canton in ruins ; but, ncverthclefs, he 
aflured him» that not the lealt violence Ihoutd 
be ofleiM, prorided hts wants ^ere fupplied 
upon reafonable terms. ' 

At the fame time the Commodore complain- 
ed of the behaviour of the officers at Mocto, 
yrha had prohibited the country people froiq 
felling proviQons to his company, though they 
had paid for what they purchafed in fterliog 
filver. The Mandarine heard the complaint 
without emotion, boc faid it Ihoutd be remedied 
for the future. After the hufinefs was over, 
(linoer was ordered, and the Commodore apolo- 
gifcd for the meannefs of the fare from the diQ* 
Cclty he had to procure better ; but the two inferi- - 
or Mandarines, whowere theonly perfons of their 
^tinue permitted (0 ^t at table with them^ flievrT 
c4 
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ed no dlilike to any thing kt before them, ex- 
cept Uie beef, to which they have the fame dif* 
like as the Jews have to pork, from an early 
prejudice derived from their anceftors t of this 
the Commodore was not apprized, nor were 
they offended at tu being fet before them. They 
were, indeed, very aukward at the ufe of knives 
and forks, and it was found nccelTary to tntro- 
dace, their own fervants to carve for them, be^ 
fore they could make an end of their diancr& 
Bat if they were deficient in their manner of 
eating, th^ were no novices in putting about 
the glafles t for there was not an officer at taUi 
that durft engage with them. Seeii^ they werfa 
ittnd of Frontiniac, and that they preTentiy 
emptied four or five bottles of it vfiAoiit an^ 
efied, the Commodore ordered a bcrttle Of Cf- 
tron water co be brought up, which, on tafting, 
they liked, and, the Conmiodore excuOng him- 
fclf on account of an illnefs he had hot yet re- 
covered, they clapped a ruddy-faced ofiicer oA 
the (boulder, and defired him to pledge them, 
faying, by their interpreter, they were fare he 
could not plead illnefs for dedming his glalii. 
When the bottle was out, they xM rofe from 
Ubie, without appearing to be in the leafl difbr- 
dered, and, afixr the ufual ceremonies, deparc- 
fd, very well plcafed with their entertainmene. 
The Commodore now impatiendy expcfted 
the licence be had requeftedj but it was feverdl 
days before itpalTed the neceflary forms, chief- 
Ijr owing to ;1k intrigues of a Frenchman, who, 
having 
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havii^ the adraotage of fpeaki^g the language 
fluently, was at.no lofsjo traverfiog themea- 
fures oi the friendly Mandarine in favour of 
Mr. Anion t but a repetition , of the threats 
already referred to, produced, atlaft, thedefir- 
ed cfieft. On the 6ih of January, the licence 
was recdred, and the carpenters were fet to 
work} but, previous to this, the prohibition 
was taken off, and prorilions were every day 
brought to the (hip in plenty. 

It was,, however, the beginaiog of April be- 
fore the repairs could be compleated, and the 
Chioeie began to be very uneafy at their loi^ 
fiay. They had frequently fcnt meOages to the 
Commodore to haften his departure, not know- 
ing or believing that he was no lels in earaeft 
to be gwe, than tbey were to be freed from 
the dread ci his (tay. At length* oo the 3d 
of April, two Mandarines came on boan^ from 
Mocao, with a peremptory command addrelT- 
ed to the Commodore, requiring him to depart i 
to which he made anfwer, in a determined tone, 
that he would go when he thought proper, and 
not when they prefumed to command him. 
After this rebuke, however, all communication 
wa» forbidden, and no .more provifions wpre 
fuffcred to go on board i and fo ftri^y were 
thofe injunctions carri^ into execudoo, that 
from thenccforwards QOthiog t ' 1 be purchaf- 
ed at any rate whatever. On the (ith of Aprils 
.the Centurion weighed, and warped to the 
fopthw^d } and, by tbe"i5th, .fitp.wu^e in 
Mocao 
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Mocao roadi having compleated her water as 
fhe pafled along. On the 19th, flie again wei^'^ 
ed anchor, and put to fea. 

But long before this, that is, fome time in 
November, Captain Saunders, Commander of 
the Tryal's prize, took paflage on board a 
Swedifti fliip with difpaiches from the Com- 
modore to the government. And foon after, ' 
that is, about the middle of December, Cap- 
tain Mitchell, Col. Crackerode, Mr, Tafwell, 
with his nephew Mr. Charles Herriot, and the 
Rev. Mr. Walter, embarked on board the com- 
pany's fliips on their return home. . About this 
time we received the firft news of the fafe 'ar- 
rival of the Severn and Pearl' (the two Ihips of 
our fquadron that parted from us in doQbting 
Cape Horn) at, Rio Jandro, on the coaft of 
Brazil. The Severn had -been remarkable for 
the extraordinary fKtknefs chat had been more 
fatal on board her than on board of any other 
in the whole fquadron, ^infomuch that her 
hands had been twice recruited from the Cen- 
turion during her voyage to the ftralts of Le 
Mairc ■, and yet when ihe parted company Ihe 
wanted hands to navigate her in a ftorm, which 
was the reafon of her return. It was from the 
knowledge of this uncommon mortality that 
prevailed among the crew, that the Commodore 
concluded the Severn to be !oft. The news, 
therefore, of her and the Pearl's fafety was re- 
ceived with the greater pleafure, as we had long 
entertained 
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oiccitained an opinion that both of them had 
perifiied. But to marn from this digreffion: 

From the ift to the 15th of Apri], we had 
flormy weather, with heavy rains and fuch a- 
mazing and terrifying claps o( thunder and 
flafhes of lightning as notiiing of the kind I had 
ever fcen or heard bore any proportioa to. This 
was upon the breakingup of the eafterly mon- 
fooii, when fuch ftorms arc ofual in the coun- 
try, accompanied fometimcs with dreadful gufta 
of wind, called here by the name of Tuffijons, 
of the effefls of which the Chinefe relate very 
wonderful ftorics. 

While we were warping out of the harbour, 
the Commodore went on fliorc to Mocao, to 
take leave of the Portuguefe Governor, -who 
had, to the utmoft of his power, behaved in a 
▼ery friendly manner j and, at his coming from 
the fewt, he was laluted with 15 guns. 

During our ftay we had entered about 20 
frelh hands, being chiefly Lafcais, Perfians, and 
Dutchmen i fo that our whole complement, 
when we foiled, amounted to 224 men and 
boys, among whom were .fomc of all nations, 
languages, and religions. 

Being now at fea, we were fome" time in a 
ftate of uncertainty what courfe the Commo- 
dore intended to fteer. He gave out at Mo- 
cao, that he was bound to Batavia, and thence 
10 En^and j but his real defign was very dif- 
ferent. Theprojeft the Commodore had re- 
iblved upon in his own mind, was, to croifc 
for 
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for the annual fliip from Acapuko to Manilk % 
and» not difcouraged hy his former difafters, he 
determined again to rirque the cafuatties of the 
PaciBc Ocean, and to take, his ftation off Cape 
Spirito Santo on the ifland of Jamais being the 
firft land the Acapulco fhips atways make in 
approaching the ^ilippines. 

Being no« at fea, it was no longer neceilarf 
10 conceal this project} he, therefore, fum* 
nioned all his people on the quarter-deck, and 
ki a fliort, but fpiriicd fpeech, informed them of 
his defign ; which was received b7 them with 
the molt eXprcBive tokens of general approba- 
tion : and lOch a confidence of fuoceeding dif- 
fufcd itfclf through all the fliip's company, that 
the Commodore, who had taken fbnie Chinefe 
&eep to fea with him for his own proviGon, en- 
quiring one dajr of his butcher, why he had late- 
ly feen no nruttoil at his table ? the man replied 
dryly, that in truth there were only two flieep 
left, and thefe, with his honour*s leave, be pro- 
poled CO referve for the entertainment of the 
General' of the galleons. ■ ' 

When the Centurion Irft the port of Mocao, 
Ihe ftood for fome days to the f#eftward ; and, 
on the firft of May, palfed the ifland of For- 
mola-, and, fteering to the fbuthward, on the 
4th it) the evening they came ki fight of the 
Bafhce Iflandsi which they fufpe^ed to be . 
wrong laid down by Datnpier, and from oii- 
ferratfon found them 15 le^ues too far to the 
-weftwaad; On the zoth of May, they came in 

Ydl. II. 3 F fight 
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, fight c^ Efpirito Santo. As it was known there 
were centinels placed upon the Cape to make 
ftgnaU to the Acapuico Ibips, the Commodore 
immediately tacked, and ordered the top-gal- 
lant-fails to be taken in, to prevent a difcovery : 
and this being the flation in which he propofed 
to cruife, he fixed the limits between the latitude 
of 1 2 deg. 50 min. N. and 1 3 deg, 5 min. the. 
Cape itfclf lying in 12 deg. 40 min. N. and ia 
4 deg. of eaft longitude from Pfotel Tobago Xi- 
ma. it was' now the time when the Manilla Oiip 
was erery hour expelled ;. for they feldt»n or 
never fail of making land in the month of June, 
and fomctimes fooner, and it was now the la(b 
day of May, according to their ftile, when the 
Commodore took his Itation. 

It were tedious to entertain the reader with 
the various conjectures, furmifes, doubts, and 
anxieties, that agitated the minds of the people 
on board, from the day they came In fight of 
the Cape tilt the day that Mr, Charles Proby, a 
midOiipman, called out from the maft-head, 
A fail! This was on the aoth of June, juft one 
month after their arrival at the Cape. There 
did not remain a doubt but that it was one of 
the galleons (for two were expeded this year, 
as none had been permitted to fail the year pre- 
ceding) i and the Commodore accordingly ftood 
towards her. At half after fevcn in the loom- 
ing, they could fee her from the deck, at which 
lime (he Bred a gun to leeward, and took in her 
top-gallant- fails, as a fignal, as it was then fup- 
, ppfcd. 
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pofcd, to her confort } butinrealicy, asalignal 
10 her own people to prepare for aAion, The 
Commodore was furprized to fee her fteadily 
purfue her courfe, and was now in no fear of 
lofiog fight of her, as at noon he could fetch her 
wake. Her confort not appearing,, it was con- 
cluded they had parted company ; and it now 
became vifible, that the galleon did not intend 
to fly, but to fight. Every preparation had been 
previoudy made on board the Centurion, and all 
hands properly inftrufted i fo that every man on 
board repaired to his po£t with as much regula- 
rity and unconcern as if preparing for a review, ■ 
Thirty of the belt markfmeo lined the tops ; two 
men placed themfelres at agun to load, them ^ 
and gangs of ten men each were appointed to go 
from gun to^un, to run them out, and fire riiem 
as fall as they were loaded. Aconftant running, 
fire was by this means kept up, and no interval 
allowed for the enemy to ftand to their guns in 
fafety, as is common when whole broadfides are 
difcharged at once. 

About one in the afternoon, the galleon haul* 
ed up her forerfail,^ and brought to under top- 
fails, with' her. heaid to the northward, hoifting 
Spanilh colours, and having iheftandard of Spain 
Bying at the top-gallant-mafi:-head.. About the 
fame time the Centurion hoifted her broad pen- 
dant and. colours, being within gun-Ihot Qf the 
enemy i and the Commodore, feeing them clear- 
ing their decks of their cattle and lumber, gavQ 
or^rs to fire the chace-guns, to difturb them in 
3 P z their 
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their work. The galleoo returned the fire witK 
two of her ftern-guns, one of which carried awa^ 
one of our fore-Ihrouds, and our foreftay tackle* 
which coyld not have been done by an ordinary 
ball. The Centurion fetting her fprit-fail fore- 
and aft for boarding, the galleon, out of a bra- 
vado, did the fame. Soon afcer* the Centuricm 
fhot a-breatl of the enemy within piftol-fliot, and 
now the engagement became hot. For the firft 
half hour the Centurion over-reached the gal- 
leon, and lay on her bow, and, by the widenefs 
of her ports, could traverfe almcrift all her guns 
upon the enemy, whilft the galleon could only 
bring a part of her*s to bear upon the Centurion 
in return. |n the heat of the ad:ion, the mats with 
which the galleon had fluffed her netting took 
fire, and burnt violently, blazing up hear as high 
as the mizzen-top* This accident threw the 
enemy into the utmofl terror, and alfb alarmed 
the Commodore, ibr fear the galleon (houtd be 
burnt, and for fear he himfelf might fuHer by 
being clofely grappled by her. Happily, how- 
ever, that danger was averted, and the fire ex- 
tinguifhed, by cutting away the netting, and Jet- 
ting the whole tumble into the fea> AH this 
while the Commodore kept his firft advanta- 
geous pofition, firing with great regularity and 
brilknefs j while at the fame time the galleon's 
decks lay open to our top-men, who, having at 
their firft volley driven the Spaniards from their 
tops, made prodigious havocfc with their foiall 
f^rma» kiUing; or wounding every officer but ont 
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thatappcared upon the qu2rter*dcck,andwotuid- 
ing ID particular the General of the galleon him> 
fetf. Thus the adtion continued for more than 
half an hour i but then (he Centurion loft the 
fuperiortty of her lituadon, and came cteft along- 
fide of the galleon, whtn the enemy continued 
their fire with great activity for near nn hour 
longer ; yet, even in this pofinon, the Commo- 
(lore's grape-0iot fwept tt^eir decks fo effedual- 
Jy, and the number of the dead and wounded be- 
came fo confiderable, that they began to fall in- 
to jgreat confiifion, efpecially as the General, who 
ytsis the life of the a£Hon, was no longer aUe to 
ctert himfelf. The diforder was fo great, that 
^eir officers were fcen from the Centurion run- 
ning about to prevent the defertion of their men 
from their pofts : but all their endeavours were 
in vain ; for, after having, as a lad efibrt, fired 
five or fix guns with morejudgment than ufual^ 
they yielded up ibe contefi % and, the galleon's 
coloun bring finged off the enfign-ftal^ at the 
fa^inntng <^ the engagement, Ihe ftnick the 
ftaadard at the main top^allant-malt-head 1 but 
even this office would have been M thi! peril <^_ 
the man's life, bad not the Commodore, oblen^ 
ing what he waa about, given exprds orders to 
leave off firing, 

The Commodore, when the aftion was ended, 
refolved 10 make the beft of his vray with his 
prise to the river Canton, being in the mean 
■'time folly employed in fecuring bis prifoners, 
and JB ftmoviog the treafure from 00 board the 
galleoa 
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galleon into the Centurion. His firft bufiaefs was 
to commiflion the fbip, and put her under the 
command of proper officers : Lieut. Saumarez 
was appointed Captain, and was imtnedlately or- 
dered on board to take pofTeffion of his charge. 

But, juft as the galleon had ftruck, the officer 
who commanded between decks cam eup, feem- 
ingly to congratulate the Commodore on his 
conquefti but at the fame time privately whifper- 
ed to hini, that the Centurion was dangerouQy on 
fire near the powder-room. It feems one of the 
lads, called powder-monkies, being heedlefs, a 
cartridge that he was carrying blew up in his 
hands ; this fired another, and that three of the 
lower-deck guns on the off fide of the Ihip, 
which being happily loaded and lud down for 
fervice.and the ports hauled up to vent t}ie 
fmoke» they did not occafion the leaft mifchlef ; 
however, the cartridges and guns together raifed 
fuch a fmother, that it was at Erft doubtful whe- 
ther it proceeded from the explofion, or from 9 
part of the fliip being on fire. In fad, upon ex- 
amination, it was found to proceed ^m both ; 
■for, part of a cartridge having fallen between 
die plaoki of the cieling, clofe^ft by the fcuttle 
of the Chaplain's cabbin, not only 9 confider- 
, able fmoke i0ued out, but a very feofible heat, 
and, had it not been immediately exitinguiOied, 
the confequence would have been dreadful : ^ to 
. be brief, a few pails of water feafonably applied 
did more than all the water of the ocean couki 
had effected after an hour's delay. 

This 
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This alarm beii^ thus happily fuUided» we 
draughted out 50 of our people (of nhonl my- 
felf was one) to board, and maa the prizes I 
had heard we h^ killed them 60 men, and 
wounded as many more, and expected to have 
feen the horrid . IpeSiacle of mangled limbs,- 
dead carcafles, and decks covered with blood ; 
butiio fuch fpeftacle appeared i a party having 
been properly fiationed, during the time of 
adion, to wafli dway the blood, and to throw 
the dead over-board. ' We found, however, 
many defperately wounded, and among them 
the General, who had received a muiket-ball 
in his breaft, and was fo ill, or pretended to be 
fo ill, that it was judged unfafe to move him , 
from him cabbin i but all t^ie other officers, to- 
gether with the .palTengers of note, werefenc 
on board the Centurion. An»;>ng the latter was 
an , old gentleman, Gftvernor of Guam, who 
was gojng to Manilla tot renew- his commiffion, 
-and who had fcatce mounted the Centurion's 
fide before he was received with open arms by 
Mr. Crooden, Captain of marines, who 36 
years before, at the battle of Almanza, had 
been his prifoner, -and honourably ufed by him- 
Thefc two renewed their old acquaintancfc, and 
Captain Crooden had a long-wifhed for opportu- 
nity of returning the favours he had formerly re- 
ceived, and which he gratefully remembered. 

The Ihip, upon examination, was found to 

contain to the value of more than a million and 

a half 
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s haiiof doUan, was catted the Noeftra Sigtiota 
d« CalMclonga, Don Jennimo de Mootero 
ComwiMriw, bf nation a Portuguefe, and ac- . 
cotmtwd the ait^ 'mtrepid oficcr «aii>kyyed in 
^ 5p«niih^macaattfe iemce : and, indeed, in 
my opiitioDi be was noM brare than prudonc i 
ioTr fat^y, no wife m»a^ intrufted wirii ftich a 
caijgo, fix kagua to tba windward of a man- 
of-war purpofelj* ftatioocd to iocercept him, 
would have borne down upon hiA enemy, and 
braved him to his cceth, when, with the advan- 
tage of the wind, he might have gone fafe to 
port, (com whence he was not more dian lo or 
12 leagues diftant, and where he might then 
have ftt his purfuer at defiance. 

His galleon was indeed larger than the man- 
trf'-war, was pterc«I for 64 guns, but had onty 
36 mounted, maft of diem 12 poaodcrs, and 
17 of chcm btafs : ihe had, bcfldes, 28 petcra- 
ron, in bor gunwatc« qnartcrs, and U)ps, car* 
ryingeack a 4 lb. baU; and, before tbeeogage- 
mcDt, ihc muflered 640 men capable of bear* 
ing arms, officera and paficngeia inchidid. She 
was, bcHdes, weU furniCbed with fmatl anns, 
i^nd was particularly provided i^iofi boarding, 
both by her ctoli: quarters, and by a ftrong net- 
work of two* inch rope ^ed over her wafte, 
and fortiCed widi half-[Mkes placed in the maa* 
ner of cheveaux de frize ; but, notwithftand- 
ing all her defences, Ihe had 64 men killed, 
and S4 wounded, whilft the Centurion had only 
two men kiUed, and a Lieutenant and 16 men 
wonndedji 
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Wounded, all of whom recorered, one man onljr 
excepted. 

And now the Commodore learnt from foAtf 
of ibc prifooers, that the other fiiip, which hc 
had kept in the port of Acapulco the year be- 
fore, inftead of returnit^ in company with this, 
as was expe&ed, had failed earlier in the feafon 
than ufuai, and was probably got into Manilla 
before the Centurion fet fail from Mocao ) fo 
that, noiwith (landing our prefcnt fuccefs, we 
bad reafon to regret the lor^ of time occalioned 
by the delays of the Chinefe, which prevented 
our taking two rich prizes inttead of onei 
though, to fay the truth, it would not have 
been an eafy taik to difpofe of the prifoners, 
which, even as it ^11 out, was a matter that 
gave the Commodore no fmall difquietude % for 
they were above double the number of our 
own people ; and fome of them obferved, when , 
they were brought aboard, how llenderly we 
were manned ; and the General himfelf could 
not help' expreffing his indignation to be thus 
beaten by a handful of boys. It was therefore . 
necelTary for our own preicrration to prevent 
their rifrng » and that could not be fccurely ef- 
fedted without exerciiing a degree of ferericy, 
which in any other circumftanccs could not 
have been jufti&ed on the principles of huma- 
nity) for there was no method pradticable but 
that of flowing the men in the holds of the 
two ttiips } and as for the officers, 17 in num- 
ber, they were confined in the Firft Lieutenant's 

Voi» U. 3 G cabbin. 
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cabbin, under a guard of Cx men, firft depriv- 
ing them of their arim* and then keeping a 
ilri£t watch on all their motions. Indeed, the 
fuffertngs of the common men, fuch of them 
in particular who were not employed in navi- 
gating the (hip, were much to be pitied ; for, 
the weather being extremely hot, the flench of 
the holds loathfome beyond conception, and 
their allowance of water but juft fufficicnt to 
keep them alive, being only a pint a day for 
each man, it was next to a miracle that not a 
man of them died during their conSnement, 
except five of the wounded, who expired the 
very night they were brought aboard the Cen- 
turion. Thus circumftanced, the motives of 
humanity, as well as intercft, flrongty urged 
the Commodore to haften his return to China ; 
and the prize being much damaged, both in 
her hull and rigging, it was found necefiary to 
take her in tow for the quicker difpatch. 

On the zifl: of June it blew.a fiorm, which 
continued till the 25th, when the fea ran moun- 
tains high : in this ftorm the Centurion loft her 
long-boat, and the prize a launch. 

On the ad of July we palled between the 
Bafhce Iflands, though the rippling of the fea 
feemed to indicate breakers or rocky ground ; 
but the wind being fo far to the northward as 
to render it difficult to weather them, we rifqued 
the danger to fliorten the voyage. On the 8th 
of July we made the coaft of China, and on 
the nth <2""C to an anchor off the city of 
Mocaoj, 
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Mocao J from thence we proceeded to the river 
of Canton, where we met with the ufual ob- 
ftrudtons from the ciiftom-houfe officers, aod 
where the Commodore was, again obliged, as 
it were, refolutcly to force his way to his in- 
tended ftation. The officer who came to take 
thedimcnGons of his ihips, in the ufual man> 
ner, feemed aftonilhcd when he talked of being 
exempted from the accuftomed rates, and gave 
him to underftand that the emperor's duty 
inuft be paid by every fhip that came into his 
ports ; and the pilot had private inllrudions 
not to carry the Ihips through the Bocca Tygrist 
or narrow pafs that forms the entrance into the 
river of Canton, till fecurity was given for the 
accuftomed charges. 

And here it may be nccclTary juft to mention, 
that this pafs, not more than a quarter of a 
mile in breadth, is defended by two forts on 
the oppoOte fides ; but thefe the Commodore 
difregarding, and being determined to enter the 
river without delay, as the flormy feafon was 
approaching, he t^ufed the pilot to be brought 
before him, and in a determined tone threaten- 
ed to hang him to the yard-arm, if he did not 
inftantly take charge of the Ihip, and carry her 
fafe, without ftriking ground, through the Bocca 
Tygris into the open river. The poor pilot 
performed his office, but did not efcape punifh- 
ment for what he could not help. He was in- 
ftaotly feized on being releafed from the Cerw 
tution, committed to prifon, and rigoroufly 
$ G z difciplin^d 
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difciplined with the bamboo. However, h« 
found meaos to get acccfs to the Commodore 
afterwards, to fupplicate a recompencc, who, 
ever ready to reward the fufferers in his fervice, 
gave him fuch a fum as more than contented 
him for his whipping. Nor'was the poor pilqC 
the only fufFerer j for the Governors of th^ forts 
were' both difplaccd for pot prcveniine what tt 
was in vain for them to attempt to oppofe, and 
for not doing what all the council muft know 
was impofTibte to be done. 

On the 1 6th, the Commodore fent his Second 
Lieutenant to Canton, with a tetter to the Vice- 
roy, afligning his reafons for putting into thu 
port, demanding a licence for purcha&fig pro- 
vifions and ftores, and intimating an intention 
of watting upon his Excellency in perfoo to 
make his acknowledgements. The Lieutenant 
was civilly received, and promifed an anfwer the 
nest day. In the mean time, ih$ principal of- 
ficers of the prize deCred permiOion to go to 
Canton on their parole, which was readily 
granted. Thefe no fooner arrived, than they 
were called before the magiftracy, and examin- 
ed i when they gcncroufly and frankly acknow- 
ledged, that they f<ll into the hands of the 
Commodore by the chance of war, and that 
though they were prifoners, they were notwitb- 
ftanding at liberty to treat for their releafe; 
they faid farther, that it wa3 not the cuftom 
^tmong European nations to put prifoners to 
^eathi b^c that the laws of w^ir authorised 
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Ijiuch, fcvcrtr treatment than they \\ad hUherto 
met with from chctr conquerors. Thi» confefBon 
from an enemy had great weight v'tth the Chi- 
ncfe> who, till then, though they had revered 
the Commodore's naval force, had yet fufpeA- 
cd his morals, and had confidered him rather as 
a Uwlels free-booter, than as one commifTidned 
by the ftatefor the revenge of public injuries. 

On the 20th of July, three Mandarines with 
their retinue came on board, ^nd brought the 
Viceroy's permit for a daily lupply of provifions, 
and for pilots to carry the Oiips up the river ^ 
high as the fecond bar; and, %% the fame time, 
they delivered a meffage from the Viceroy, in 
anfwcr to that part of the Commodore's let^r 
which related to hts vifiting his Excellency 1 1)» 
-fubftance of which meflage ww, that the Vice- 
roy wilhed the Commodore to defer hU vifit till 
the hot feafoo was over, butthati in Septcinbev, 
.when the weather would l^e more temperate, he 
ihould be glad to receive him. This the Com- 
modore looked upon as^ a finefle, knowing an 
exprels was lent up to the Emperor's court at 
Peking ; whence the real motive for putting 
dff the vifit feemed to be to gain time ta receive 
thie Emperor's inftrudions concerning the cere- 
mony to be obferved at his reception. The 
Mandarines, having difpatched this part of their 
commifiion, next entered upon the buQaels of 
the port charges ; whereupon the Commodooe 
at Qnce cut them fhort, by telling them, that. 
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as he did not come to trade, he was not to be 
treated upon the fame footing with trading 
fliips} that his Britannic Majefty's fhips never 
paid cuftoms in the ports of Europe, nor ever 
would be fubjc£t to any pecuniary impofts in 
any other port whatever. Finding nothing to 
be gained on this head, they told the Commo* 
dore, that they had fiill another matter in 
chaise, and that was the rdeafe of the prifon- 
crs lakea on board the galleon ; for that the 
£mperor would never pcrtnic the fubje&s of 
princes with whom he was in alliance to be held 
in bondage in his dominions, nor could the 
Viceroy anfwer it to his Sovereign, if he furred 
it i and that, therefore, his Excellency hoped 
that the Commodore would give immediate 
orders for their releafe. 

Though nothing could be more ^reeable to* 
the Commodore, who wanted much to be rid 
of the incumbrance, than this requifitioo, ye^ 
to inhance the favour, he at firft raifed difficul- 
ties i but at length fuffercd himfelf to be pre- 
Tiuled upon by their intreaties, and concluded, 
by afluring them, that, to Ihew his readinefs to 
oblige, he would deliver up the prifooers when- 
ever the Viceroy would pleafe to order boats to 
fetch them. Matters being thus adjufted, the 
Mandarines departed : and, in a few days, two 
Chinefe junks were fent from Canton to carry 
them to Mocao, under the direfUon of one 
Captain Fial, Commander of a Spanilh mer- 
cbant'inaD, to whofe fliip we gave cbace in our 
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pa6*^e from the Bafiiee Iflaads to Moca<^ but 
loft fighc of her in the night. 

To this gentleman the General of the galleon,' 
and all his officers, except one who accompanied 
us to England, were delivered up. And now 
I bave occafion to mention the General, I can- 
not help relating an affair which gave us on board 
the prize a great deal of concern, and fufficient- 
\y Ihewed the meannefs of his fpirit, and his 
beggarly craft. I have already taken notice of 
his being wounded in the engagement, and of 
his being indulged with the ufe of his own 
cabbin till he was fit to be removed. The Com* 
modore, over and above this indulgence, fcnt 
him a furgeon from his own Qiip, upon a com- 
plaint that the Spanifli furgeon on board the 
galleon wa$ quite ignorant in his profelllon ; but 
at the fame time he Tent an officer to demand 
his commiffion. Pretending to the officer that 
he was unable lo move, he referred him to a 
fmall box in a locker of his private cabbtn, in 
which, he faid, it was, and likewite a fwordt 
belt fct with diamonds of great value, his own 
property j but, upon fearch, neithef the com- 
mi^on nor che belt could be found : and, as 
fome of our people had been rummaging both 
that and other parts of the (hip, he protefted, 
that, if they could not be there found, they 
muft have been taken away and concea^led. 
Under colour of this concealment, though he 
never produce'd his commiffion, he all along re- 
ceived (he molt humane and gentlemanlike 
treatment 
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treatment that the moft worthy officer could de- 
fire or expcd i and fuch was continued tilt bis 
departure, when neither his chefts, of which 
he had |wo very large ones, nor any of hi* 
crunks or' cales were fuffered to be fearched : 
but every thing which he claimed as his perfo- 
nal effcfts were delivered to him with the great- 
eft care and punduatity % though, as I was af-' 
tcrwards informed, he had many valuable ven- 
tures concealed, which ought to have been deli- 
vered up as prize to the captors i but, as that waa 
never examined into, he carried them oS with 
Che reft, and, it was fuppofed, was not the leaft 
among the gainers by the capture of his fliip* 
He perfilted, however, to the laft in ' the Jofs 
of his commiflion and belt, and, though there 
were none on board on whom he coCiId charge 
the theft, yec the Commodore fufficiently cx- 
preffed his difplcafure agwnft the whole by the 
prohibition he laid upon us, as foon as the priztf 
came to an anchor in the river, by yrhich all 
communication was cut ofF between uS and the 
country people, and no boat fuSt^red to come 
near us bucour own} by which fcvere order we 
were entirely debarred from purchafing our 
own proviGon sand neceflaries from the Chinefe^ 
which the people in the Centurion were at full 
liberty to do j neither could we employ the 
Chinefe tradefmen to fupply us with apparel^ 
of which we ftood greatly in need) though . 
in that too the Centurion's people were indiilg- 
cd : and all this for no other reafon, that was ' 

9Vtt 
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fcver afligned, but that, if the jewels the Gend- 
t-al had loft were concealed, the Commodort! , 
Was detet'inined the fccrcter fhould have no op- 
portunity of difpofing of them without being 
■ difcovered. Had this precaution been taken, 
as it ought, for the fatisfadtion of thofe who 
fufcrcd under the feverity of. the cenfure, and 
had the effects of theSpanifli General been pro- 
perly infpe'iJted, the fecreter would have been 
publicly expofed ; fdr, when we afterwards 
fell down to Mocao with the (hips, where we 
fold the prize, I was myfelf told by an Irifh 
pri.eft, that the General had both his commif- 
fion and his belt ; thai: he made no fecret of thfi 
itiatter at Mocao ; dnd that he had offered the: 
jewels (being only made lip by way of blind) 
among the merchants for fale. 

But to return : duHng our ftay in the river Can- 
ton, bUr people Wet-e employed in repairing the 
Centurion, over-hauling her fails and rigging, 
Cleanfing and Ventilating her decks and quarters 
below, and in paying and decorating her hull; 
infomuch, that when Die came to fail, Qie had 
inore the 'appearance of a Ihip neWly fitted out^ 
than one that had been a three-year's voyage id. 
traverfing the globe. While thefe things wer6 
dding on board the Centuridn, we in the priz£ 
wete bufi^d iil rummaging for treafure, till a- 
bout the latter end of AugUtV, when we made 
a full end of Out featch, arid found, upon ac- 
count of the captors, in fpecje, 1,278,546 dol- 
lars, and 1,324 of wrought plate and virgii^ 

Vol.. II. - 3 H filvcr^ 
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filver. The jewels wc found were not the* 
valued. 

At the fame time that the inferior officers 
and feamea were employed in thefe direct 
icrvices, the Commodore had s ftill more im- 
portant buGnefs in tiand. He knew it was im- 
poflTible for us to proceed to Europe without aa 
ample fupply of provifjons and other fea-ftores } 
and, though we were furniOied with a dailf 
allowance, yet no order had been obtained for 
vidualling us for our intcoded voyage. Ap- 
plication had indeed been made, and terms a- 
greed upon with the contra&ors to furmlh what- 
ever was neceffary ; and they had undertakot 
to procure the Viceroy's permiflion for the de- 
livery i but when, about the middle of Septem- 
ber, the proper officer was fent to enquire what 
forwardnefs thefe things were in, he found that 
neither the baker had begun to bake the bread* 
nor the butcher to kill the oxen, nor was the 
leaft ftcp taken to comply with any one article 
of the agreement. Wc could no otherwife ac- 
count for this faithlefs procedure of the Chi- 
nefe, tKan by fuppoling they meant to ftanre 
us into a compliance with their accuQiomed de- 
mands for port charges, with which the Com- 
modore was determined ne»er to acquiefcc. In- 
deed, it was fufpedied, that the contraftors 
themlelves had fome intereH in promoting the 
delay, though it was not eafy to penetrate the 
views by which they were influenced, as it may 
with truth be aOertcd, that in aru6ce, fallboocU 
»od 
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and sttacbmeiit 10 all kiads of lucre, the Chi- 
nefe, as a nation, are not to be paralleled by 
any other people under the fun. It were end- 
led to recount all the artifices, eitortions, and 
frauds, which wete pradifed on the Commo- 
dore and his people by this interefted race. 
The method, of buying provifions in China be^ 
ing by weight, the tricks made ufe of to make 
tfaem heavy are almoft incredible. At one titnc 
a number of Ibwls and ducks being brought for 
the (hip's ftorc, the greateft part of them pre- 
&ntly died, which fpread a general alarm on 
board left tbey fliould have died of poifon t but, 
on otamination, it was difcovered that they had 
been crammed with fmatl Hones and gravel to 
increafe iheii: weight. The hogs, too, bought 
of the Chinefe butchers ready killed, were 
found to have had water injcded into the car- 
cafes for the fame purpofe ; and when, to avoid 
this cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it was 
found that fait had been given them to increafe 
their thirft, that methods had been ufed to 
fupprefs their urine, and that the tortured ani- 
mals had been fold in that inflated ftate. Mr. 
Walter adds — [far it is ob his authority that 
tbefe inftances are reported] — that, as the Chi> 
nefc never fcruple to eat the animals that die of 
themfelves, they contrived, by their fecret prac- 
tices, when the Commodore put to fea, that 
part of his live fea-ftore ibould die in a fliort 
time aficer It was put on board ; in order, there- 
fore, to make a fecond profit of the dead car- 
3 H a cafes 
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cafes which they ezpe&ed would be thrown . 
oTcr-bo^d, they followed in boau to pick up 
the carrion j and, aceordbgly, two thirds of 
the hogs dying before they were out of fight of 
land, their labour could not be in vain. 

The treachery of the contradors being now 
difcovered, the Commodore determined to re- 
new his former requiQtion for an audience with 
the Viceroy. With this view, he notified hit 
intention to the proper Mandarine, and delired 
that he would fix the time with the Viceroy 
when he would be pleafed to receive him ; at 
the fame time giving him to underftand, that, 
on the firft of Odober, he intended to proceed 
in his boat to Canton. The Mandarine return- 
ed for anfwer, that he would acquabt the Viccr 
Toy with the Commodore's intentions. As it 
was apprehended, that the payment of the cut 
tomary duties would be demanded at this inter* 
view, the Commodore took the necefiary pre- 
cautions to prevent the Chinefe from faciliuting 
the fuccels of their preteofions by having him in 
their power at Canton, and, therefore, gave tho 
command of the Centurion to his Firft Lieut. 
Mr. Brett (now Sir Piercy), with orders, if he 
ihould be detained, to lie at the mouth of the 
■ river, and fuSer no Ihip or boat to pals or re- 
pafs till he was releafcd, by which the whole 
navigation of the river would be immediately 
obftru£l:cd. 

This being known to the Chinefe, they were 
lipw qiore than ever ^mbarrafled in their deli- 
berations* 
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berations. The morning of the firft of Odtobcr 
arrived, and juft as the boat's crew, eighteen in 
number, which the Commodore propofed to 
take with him, appeared in their uniform, 
namely, fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiftcoats, 
the whole trimmed with filver, with filver 
badges on their jackets and caps, his linguift 
came to him from the Mandarine, to ftll him, 
that a letter had been received from the Vice- 
roy, defiring the Commodore to defer his in- 
tended purpofe for two or three days, which 
not being doubted, the men were ordered to be 
undreft, and the preparations were all laid afide ; 
but, in thie afternoon of the fame day, another 
linguift came on board, feemingly in a great 
panic, informing him, that the Viceroy had ejt- 
pefted him up that day j that the council was af- 
fembled, and the troops under arms to receive 
him i and that the Viceroy was highly incenfed 
at the difappoinlment, and had fent the Com- 
mbdore's linguift to prifon, chained, fuppofing 
him to be the fole caufe of the contempt. 
This plaufible tale gave the Commodore great , 
uneaftnefs, not at that time fufpefting any im- 
polition i and though it afterwards appeared 
to be all a mere farce, yet the falfliood was fo 
well fupported by the artifices of the Chinefe 
merchants, that three days afterwards the Com- 
modore received a letter, figned by all the Su- 
percargoes of the Englifti (hips then at the place, 
cxpreffing their uneafinefs at what had happen- 
ed, and intimating their fevs that fome infult 
Vfould 
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woidd be offoed to his boat, if be attempted »> 
come to Canton before tbe Viceroy was fully fa- 
tisfied of the miftake. To this letter the Com- 
modore re|>lied, that he did not believe there 
had been a. miftake, but was peribaded it was a 
forgery of t^e Chinefe to prevent his vifitiog 
the Viceroy -, that, therefore, be would certainly 
come up to Canton on the 13 th of Oftober, 
confident that the Chinefe would not dare to 
oflnr him any infult, as well knowing he Ihould 
want neither power nor indina^m to make 
tbem a proper return. 

On die 13th of Odober, the Commodate 
continuing firm to his reftdutionSt all the Super- 
cargoes of the EogIi(b, Danilb, and SwedtOt 
fhips, came on board the Centurion, to accom« 
pany him to Canton, for which place he fee out 
IB his barge the fame day, attended by his own 
boats, and by thofe of the trading fhips, which 
. on this occafioo were feot to augment his reti- 
nue. As he palled by Wampo where the Eu- 
ropean veflels lay, he was laluted by all of them 
except the French, and in the eveoit^ he ar- 
rived fafely at Canton. 

The Chinefe merchants, who affected to ap- 
pear very much pleafed that he had met with 
no oppofuion in his way, pretended that the 
Viceroy was then fo fully employed in preparing 
his difpatches for Peking, that there was no get- 
ting admitu.nce to him % but that they had en- 
gaged one of the officers of his court, as (bon 
as be was at leifure, to notify the Commodore's 
arrivals 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



C6MUODOILI ansOk's Voyage. 425 

arrival, and endeavour to fix the audience. 
Though the Commodore knew this to be a 
falfehood, yet hefuffered himfelf to be perfuad- 
ed by the European Supercafgoes not to appear 
to doubt k, provided the Chinefe merchants 
would upderc^e that his bread Ihould be bak- 
ed, his meat faltcd, and his ftores in readinefs, 
within the Tpace of 40 days y after which tLmci 
if the kaft article vas pretended to be forgoc- 
ten, be would force his way to. the Viceroy, aod 
prefer his complaint. During the interval, while 
the contra^rs were endeavouring in earneft to 
fulfil the to'ms of the agreement on their parr, 
(which by the way they infiftcd (hould be paid 
for in advance on his), a fire broke out in tlie 
fuborbs of Canton, which on the firft alarn 
might eafily have been extinguifhed, by pulling 
down ibme of the adj<Hning iheds 1 which tbe 
Commodore with his officers and crew obfenr- 
ing, were inftantly about to carry into execu- 
tion t but tbey were told, that whatever they 
pdted down they muQ: build up again at their 
own cxpence, and that none but a Mandarine 
mu& prefume to dk^ upon fuch occaGoot. 
The Commodore, on this admonition, difpatched 
his people to the Englilh faftory to affift them 
in fecurii^ their efie£ls, as it was eafy to forcfte 
that no diftance was lafe from fire, where the 
.^Offlanin people contented themfelves with ^az- 
i^ at it, and now-and-then holding up an idol 
or turn to exttogaifii it. At length, howercr, a 
-Mandarine came out of the city, with 4 or 500 
firemen, 
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firemen, who made fome very feeble efibrts fd 

- pull down the neighbouring houfes ; but by this 
time the Bre had extended itfelf, and had fpread 
among the merchants warehoufcs, where the 
Chinefe firemen had neither fpirit nor IkUl to 
encounter it; ib that it was ^'ared the whole 
city would have been laid in aflies. In this 
emergency, the Viceroy vouchfafcd to make his 
appearance, and a melTage was fent to the Coih- 
modore, requeuing his afliftance. Accordingly, 
hehaftencd a fecond time, with about 40 of his 

- people, to the place where the Gre raged with 
the moft violence, and in fight of the whole city 
performed fuch daring, and, to the people who 
beheld them, fuch aftonilhing fcatSj that they 
looked upon them as fatamanders, and cried out, 
that they could live in fire. In truth, it was no 
uncomnlon thing to fee the boldeft and moft ac- 
tive among them tumble on th'e roofs amidft the 

- ruins of the houfes which their own efforts had 
broughi^own under them. And thus, by their 
refohition and agility, the fire was very foon fub- 
dued, to the allonifhmenc of the Chinefe who 
Iverc fpe£lators of the wonders they performed* 
On this occafion the Swedifh was the only Euro^ 
pean faftory that fiiffered -, yet on my arrival in 
England, to my no fmall diverfion, I read in the 
Paris Gazette, that the city of Canton had bedn 
almoft wholly deftroyed; and that, in parciculu-, 
the Engliflia Dutch, Danifh, and Portuguefe 
faAories, had been burnt down, and altnoft all 
their efieds confumed ; but that the French 

fa^orjr 
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'tuQotj had proVidentialty efcaped, their goods 
being afl Aifi^ed before the conflagration reach- 
ed thft quarter allotted for their reGdence. 
' This fignal alliftance gained the Admiral 
much refpei5t ; he was the next day waited 
upon by the principal inhabitants with prefents 
Etnd th&nks; and foon after, a meflage came 
from the Viceroy appointing the ^ih of No- 
vember fw the day of audience. Being highly 
pkafed with this lafl intimation, he inftantly 
ga»e orders for the Dftceffary preparations ; and 
engaged Mr. Flint, a gentleman belonging to 
the Englilh faAory, for Ms interpreter, who, 
being trained up from his in&ncy among the 
Chinefe, fpoke their language fluently, and who 
Was not afraid to declare with boldnefs whdt the 
Admiral delivered him in charge, a part which 
the Chineft interpreters would not have dared 
to have performed with equal fidelity. 
' Oto the day appointed, at lo o'clock, the 
Commodore and his retinue fet out; and, as he 
entered' the outer gate of the city, he was met* 
by a guard of 200 foldlers, who conduced him 
tb the great parade before the Emperor's palace, 
in which the Viceroy then rettded, where a body 
of troops to the number of 10,000 were drawn 
lip under arms, who made a fine appearance, 
being all new cloathed for this ceremony. 
Throug;h the middle of this body the Commo-« 
dbrt with his retinae mafched to the hall of au- 
dfence> where he found the Viceroy feated un- 
der a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair of 
; Vot.IL 3 I ftatc. 
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fiate, with all his council of Nfaadarines attend- 
ing. He was feated the third in order from the 
Viceroy, the chiefs of the law and treafury be- 
ing the only perfons feated above him. He then, 
addrelling himfelf to the Viceroy by his inter- 
preter, complained to him of the delays he had 
met with, the infmcerity of thofe he had em- 
ployed, the vexatious impoQcionsof the officers 
of the cufloms, the grievances of the Britilh fub- 
je£ts, and, Bnally, the lofs fuflained by the Haf- 
lingCield Jndi^man, who had arrived there dir- 
mafted but a few days before the fire happened, 
by which the crew had been great fuSerers, and 
the Captain in particular, who had loft a chcft 
of trcafure value 4500 tahel. To the latter ar- 
ticle the Commodore received for anfwer, that, in 
fettling the Emperor's cuftoms with that Ihip* 
the Captain fliould be confldered. To the other 
complaints, the Commodore received no anfwer 
at alL And having now gone through the fe- 
veral articles he had in charge from the com- 
pany, he entered next upon his own affairs, and, 
particularly concerning the licence to fbip o& 
his proviGons and Rores, which, he (aid, were 
all ready, and the feafon for failing was now fee 
in. The Viceroy replied to this, that thc.li*. 
cence fliould be immediately iffiied, and that 
every thing Ihould be ordered on board the fol- 
lowing day. The bufiricfs being now at an end, 
the Viceroy continired the convcr&tion for fbxne . 
time on matters of indifference and curiofity j 
and, after obfcrving that the Centurion had been.. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



Commodore ANSON'* VOYAGE. 427 

long on their coail, he concluded with acknow- - 
ledgments for the fcrvices the Commodore had 
rendered the Chinefc nation by the activity of 
his people at the late fire, and with wifhing him 
a profperous voyage to Great Britain. Thus 
happily concluded this long-expe£ted audience ; 
and, in purfuanceof the Viceroy's promtfes, the 
provifions were begun to be (hipped the very 
next day : and now all the preparations for put- 
ting to fea were purfued with fo much expedition, 
that by the 9th the Centurion and h'er prize 
were ready to unmoor, and on the loth pafled 
through the Bocca Tygris into the open road, 
and on the 12th anchored before the town of 
Mocao. While they lay here, the Portuguefe 
merchants entered into treaty with the Commo- 
dore for the purchafe of the prize, for which 
they would give no more than 6000 dollars, 
though worth double that fum % but the impa- 
tteoce of the Commodore to be gone, that he 
might himfelf be the meflenger of his own good 
fortune, and thereby prevent the enterprizes of 
the enemy to intercept him, prevailed upon him 
to conclude the bargain ; and,fhe being deliver- 
ed on the 15th of December, and the money 
received, in the afternoon of the fame day he 
hoifted fait, and took his departure for his na- 
tive home: On the 3d of January he came to 
an anchor on Prince's Ifland, in the ftralis of 
Sunda, where he ftAid the beft part of five days 
to wood and water, and on the 8th weighed 
and continued bis courfe. From this time tilt 
3 I » the 
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the soth we hsd fofil and ftoray .weather, fi> 
bad, that 1 thoi^ht it impoflible to meet: with 
^h in lautudes fo near the Equator i and the 
wind blowing diredly ^ainft us, we were driven 
pretty near the co^ of New Hf^nd ; and, had 
it centtoued blowing from the fame quarter, 
ivtth equal violence, ftv 48 hmus loi^r, we 
ftould have found it difficult t^ have cleared 
that coaA} but, on the aift, the wind abatad» 
and the weather became moderate. Qn the 
ft4th, the n-ade-wind fet hi, and we then pro- 
ceeded on our paflage with the bighefi alacritjr. 
On the 23d of February, at half aft«- km 
in the mcn-ning, I difcovei^ a comet to the 
caftward, near the horizon, teiag, aa I jedged, 
lately emeiged from the fun's rayi. Its taU 
was at this time about 10 d^rees ip lengthy 
but in Ids than a fortnight it increafed and «z. 
tended itfelf to near 40 degrees. Its head ap. 
peared very large and bright i and, on a nice 
inrpeftion, I have perceived it when the fun 
has been about, a diameter above the hgrizoo. 
The next time I obferved its diftance from the 
planet Venus to be 26 deg. 50 min. foUowtqg 
the order of the planets » but not having i^ 
firuments proper for taking altitudes without 
a very obvious fenfible horizon, 1 was prevent- 
ed from making more fatisfadory oblervatioos. 
From this time, till the 6th jof March, we had 
pleafant weather, with few exceptions i but oa 
that and the three fpUowing days, being near 
. the X^Ape pf Good Hope, we had fame boifte. 
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Amis ftorms » yet, wbon ire .arriTcd-«c TaUe- 
b^, «n the iith. the Duteb knvn tvt chut 
any fuch bad happaesd, Wc fmmi ridwg b«ra 
two Englifti Eaft-IndUtncD, the Salisbury ^nd 
Warwick, ejch of vhich falijtfd us wuh 13 
guns^ and we returned ji. We ^Ifo found five 
puich (hips, Qoe of wbjfih having, 9s AfJmi- 
ral, a Bag at his main-top-maft-he^d, faluted 
us with 9 guns, to which we returned 7. At 
i I at night we parted our beft bower cable and 
hawfer, both 01 which were very rotten, znA 
the next day moored again with' others pur- 
chafed ironriJie Dutch. Here t^ie Commodore 
continued till the beginning of April, bighlf 
d«tiglit«d w'lA the pisce, ^d during his ftaf 
entered afciout 40 new men. On the 3d of 
May, having compleated our water and pravi- 
fion^ we on that d»y weighed and put tQ fee, 
pn the i9di fd AprU we paiTcd within fight of 
the iQand of Sc Helena, which, however, we 
<)id pot viGc. 0(1 the i^ch we caught on board 
the Ibip a fnake that meafured In kpgth fi« 
feet and twg inches, which our furgeon, on 
examination, pronounced to be perfectly harm- 
iefs. It was fuppofed to be brought on board 
with our wood, at Priace's IQand, in the ftraics 
of Sunda, The 30th, being before the wmd, 
with a fine breeze, and a gentle rain, a violent 
»nd fudden fquall took us a-head, threw alt the 
flip's lails a~bick, carried away her fore-top> 
fail yard, fplit the fore-fail, the fore-top-fail, 
the ibre-top-gaUant*&il, and the mizsen and 
inizae»i 
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roizzen-top faiL During this fqtiaU the fhip laid 
down verymuch, and we were in the ut'moft dan- 
ger of our mafts coming by the board ; but pro- 
videntially we elcaped without further damage. 

The 9th of June, in the evening, ic b'*ing a 
chick fog, wc on a fudden law a fliip dofe by 
us } we fired a {hot, and brought her too. ' She 
proved an Englilh Ihip from Amfterdam, bound 
for Philadelphia or Carolina, with Palatine emi- 
grants. She gave us the firlt notice of a war 
with France, and proceeded on her voy^^e. 
The loth of June we came intcAfoundings. 
The ii^h, at half pa& eleven in the morning, 
wedifcovered three fail, and at one in the after- 
noon fpoke vith one of diem, -being a Dutch 
Slip from Dublin. At the fame time, the fe- 
cond, being pretty near us, fhewed Dutch co- 
lours. The third, who had been in chace of 
the others the whole day, perceiving we de- 
figned to fpeak with her, flood from us with 
all the fail flie could crowd. We gave chace 
to her for about three hours, when, finding we 
did not gain upon her, we refumed our former 
courfe. On the i2th, in the morning, the fog 
clearing up, we perceived the Lizard Point: 
but that the fignal perils, which bad fo often 
threatened us, and from which we had been 
more than once providentially delivered, might 
be dilcoverable to the laft, we were afterwards 
told, that there was a French fieet of confide- 
rable force cruifing in the chops of the chan- 

' nel. 
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nel, through the middle of which we had this - 
night failed without being perceired. 

On the 13th, between the Ifle of Portland 
and the Ille of Wight, we law a Ihip towing 
another which was difabled in her mafts. This 
Ihip proved the Salamander privateer, with a 
French prize. The 14th, at eleven in the 
morning, we anchored at the back of the Jlle 
of Wight, and in the evening weighed, and 
again anchored at Spithead. — Thus we finifhed 
a long and perilous voyage, which had lafted 
three years and nine months, after having by 
its events; as Mr. Walter obferves, ftroogly 
evinced this important truth, That though 
prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance, uniKd, 
are not exempted from the blows of advcrle 
fortune, yet, in a' long feries of tran(a^ons, 
they ufualty rife fuperior to its power, and in' 
the end rarely fail of .proving fuccelsful." 

[leaving now brought this celebrated voyage 
to a conclufion, it may, perhaps, be expected 
that we Ihould give fome account of the Spa- 
nilh fquadron, which we have more than once 
had occadon to mention, and which was fo near 
intercepting the Commodore at firft fetting out, 
that, had the Spanilh Admiral cruifed to the 
eaftward of the ifland, of Madeira, inftead of 
the weftward of it, the two fleets muB have 
certainly met ; and, in that cafe, whatever had 
been the event of the aftion, the progrefs of the 
voyage muft have been cffcftuaUy prevented. 
, ThU 
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. ■ This fi^Uadron was . compolbd of the foUovt' 
ing (hips : the Afia* <^ 66 guni, 700 merit <^orA~ 
' mand«d by Don Joft'ph Fizarro, ah Adtiiifal { 

theGulpiifeda, 74 guns, 700 mcnj the Hcr- 
miona, 54guri», 300 men i the Efpcrabza, 50 
gons, 450 men; the Eftevan, 40 guru, 350 
men; and a patache of 20 guns* izo men; 
and over and aboVc this complemeni, they had 
on board en bid Spantlh regtmeflt<^foot, m*- 
tcnded to reinforce their ga^rtfons in the South 
Seas, and to counterbalance the land forcftsthat 
it was ^nown were intended to be pdt oa board 
the Commodore. 

Whenthis fleet had cruHed, as has been feitf, 
to the leeward of Madeira, till- they were in i 
manner certain that the Comtttodpre had either 
parted by, or deferred his voyage, dieir Admir^ 
{ktermitied to purlue his inftruAiont, and Aoti' 
tinue his courfe to the South Seas > bat ^ft, i{ 
was neccffary to ftecr to the coaft of Brazil u> 
recruit his proviQonSj being vidlualledonty for 
four months, and more- than two of the &ur. 
being already clapfed. ' ' ■" 

Accordingly, about the beginning of Ndvem-! 
ber, 1740, he quitted his ftaiion off the Ma- 
deiras, and, on the _5th of January following, 
arrived at the river of Plate ; where coming to 
anaochorirt the bay of Maldando, he fcritim-!! 
mediately to Buenos Ayres for a fupply. 

While . they lay here, they received intfUi- 
gence, by the treachery of the Portuguefe Go- 
vernor of St. Catharine^s, of the ComModoreV 
arrival 
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arrival ac that port, and of the weak condttibn he 
was then in i but, whatever were his "i'iifens, 
Pizarro declined making any other ufe of this 
intelligence, than haltening fiis preparations 
to double the Cape, which he hoped to efFeft 
before the Commodore was in readinefs to fol- 
low him. With this view, after rcfreftiing his 
crew, and recruiting his water, he inftantly fee 
f^l without waiting for his provifions (which, 
however, arrived a day or two after he' fet fail,) 
rightly concluding, that, if he got the ftart of 
the Commodore in the South Seas, he fliould 
not only alarm the coaft, but fo ftrengthen the 
forts againft the attacks of the enemy, as effccw 
tually to baffle their defigns, by depriving them 
of the means of procuring neceffaries. Bui;, not- 
withltanding this precipitation, the Commodore 
put to fea four days before him, and, in fome 
part of the paflage round the Cape, the fleets 
were fo near each other, that the Pearl, as has 
been faid, being feparated.in a ftorm, ran within 
gun-(hot of the Afia before ihe found her mif- 
take. 

It was with the utmoft difficulty, and not 
•without confiderable rewards^ that the Spanitfi 
failors were prevailed' upon to undertake the 
paflage round Cape Horn at that lenipeftuous 
feafoh : however, being once engageiJ, they con - 
tinued to perfevere, ttlTby the latter end of Fe- 
bruary they had run the leqgth of the-Capej and 
were turning to the weft ward, when a ftorm 
'arofe, in which the Guipufcoa, Hermiona, 

Vofe.JI. 3K and 
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an4;^fpcranza, loft figl)t of the A^miraU and pn 
tluu^of March the Cuipurcoa v/.zs fep^ratcfl 
from ttie other two. On the ;th [he florm in- 
creafed, and bf jcs irreQftible yi(4enc^ fjrpve tf^p 
whole fquadron to the ea({ward, aq^^ affer fere- 
ral Mnfuccefsful efforts^ obliged tFieo^ tp rcturti 
yp thp cpaft of Brazil, yfberfifhp ^Qa toplf ibeU 
ter in jhe river of Plate, »nd abPHi; the middjf 
of MJiy nyas joinetj by the Efperanza and EAcf 
van; tjie Hennipq^ having, as was fuppofed, 
^uod^red at fea, a^ flic was never more hear4 
c^, ^i^fl the GuipMCt^oa being run afhore and fqnit 
op the coaft of Brazil- Thep^t^chea we (ho,ul4 
havf obferved* was pondcq^ncd before they 
Quitted the coalt of Brazil, antl her crew dt&n-r 
buted agioQg the other fhips ; fo that, of the fi:^ 
ihips of which this fquadroD originally conliftedf 
therf now only rem^ipded three, and thofe in a 
moft milerable {:ondition ; for, ^ough t( does 
not appear, chat the Sp^tar^s yrer^ lo feverelf 
Tifiti;^ with th^ nioft ^aial dife^e the le;|-fcuri- 
vy, which carried off fo many of the EngliOi i^ 
this pa0age, yet they were reduced by famine t^ 
fuch infinite diftrefs, that ''ats, when they cpuld 
Xifi caught, were fold for four dollars a-pjece i 
aqd a f^iilor, who dipd oq board, had his d^ath 
concealed for feveral days by his brother, whp 
during that time lay in the fame hamnvKk with 
the dead ^orpfe, only to receive, the d^adman'?' 
allowance. 

In this dreadful ^tuaticuit th^y wer^ alarinc^ 

by the diff oyerf of a, CDnJpifac^ anion$ ^? ^°1' 

diers 
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(fiefs oni board the Afia, to murder the Admiral, 
and alt tlife Ihif)'S' crew» originating from no other 
motive but that of appropriating the whole ftock 
of pfovifions tb thfi confpirators own proper ufc!. 
But this plot was prevented, when juft upon the 
point of execudoh, by means of the prieft on 
Dkia^d, who, having taken the confeQIon of one 
df the co'nfpirators as he lay at the point of 
dfeath, purfued proper meafures to defeat their 
Sloody purpofes, and to bring three of tdc ring- 
leaders to condign punilhment. 

Hat, though this combination failed of its 
effeft, there were otlier diftreffes that multiplied 
upon them, and which could, not be prevented. 
Hunger And thirft, [he moft dreadful of all 
6fher calamities, daily became more grievous 1 
tl^e fhips' grew continually more and more 
Teaf:y, a:Dd the men leis able to (land at the 
]pumpi } nothing was to be feeo but defpon> 
deric^ in e^ery countenance -, nothing heard but 
lamentations and complaints, which were em- 
bittered by the abfolute impoflibility of reliev- 
ing them. Under the weight of thefe affecting 
clrcumftances, the Alia was near linking, when 
Ihe arrived at Monte Vedio with fcarce half her 
crew alive. The Eftcvan, when (he anchored 
in the bay of Barragan, had in like manner loft 
about the lame number of her hands ; but, what 
was ftill worfe, ^d is almoft incredible, the EC- 
peranzai out of a crew of 450 feamen which Ihe 
brought from Spain, had only 58 that reached 
the more, and the whole regiment of ibidicrs, 
€0 men only excepted, periOied. 

3 K i Beiofi 
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. Being now in wantof all kinds of neceflaricSk 
mafts, yards, rigging, provifions, and money, 
Pizarro difpatched. an exprefs over land to St. 
Jago, in Chili, to be from thence forwarded to 
the Viceroy of Peru, deCring a remittance of 
200,000 dollars; aftd what muft aftonifh the 
reader is, that the Indian who was charged with 
this difpatcb, though in the depth of winter, 
when the Cordilleras are judged impaflable by 
reafon of the fnow, was only 1 3 days in his 
journey from Buenos Ayres to St. Jago, places 
diftant from each other 300 Spanifti leagues.' 
At the fame time an advice-boat was fent with 
a letter of credit to Rio Janeiro, to purchafe 
what was wanting of the Portuguefe ; but nei- 
ther the one nor the other of thefe difpatches 
fucceeded to the wi(h of the Spanifh Admiral,. 
The Viceroy, inftcad of 200,000 dollars, fent 
him only 100,000 ; and the Portuguefe, inftead 
of furnifhing him with mafts and yards, the 
principal articles of naval {lores that he wanted, 
{pared him only fome pitch, tar, and cordage, 
with which he was obliged to be contented : but 
a more mortifying difappoiiitment he had ftill 
to fuffcr i for a cafpenter, whom, afier the re- 
turn of the money, he had trufted with a con- 
fiderable rifm, and whom he had fent up into 
the country of Paraguay to cut mafts, inftead 
of profecuting the bufiaefs with which he was 
entrufted, married in the country, and fettled" 
out of his reach, refufing to return. 

Id this dilemma, the only thing that could 
be 
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be doDCa was, to fliifc the mafis of the Efpe- 
ranza into the AHa, and to fit up the Eftevan 
with what fpare mafts and yards they could 
mufter, and with thefe two fhips to hazard a 
fecond attempt to double Cape Horn, as it was 
now fiimmer, and the weather kfe fevere. But 
a certain fatality feemed to prefide over every 
part of this unfortunate expedition. The Efte- 
van, as Ihe was coming down the river Plate, 
ran on a Ihoal and beat off* her rudder ; and the 
Afia> though Ihe proceeded alone with mode- 
rate weather and a favourable gale, yet when 
flie came to the height of Cape Hofo, and 
was tacking to change her courfe to the welt- 
ward, by fome mifcondu6t in wearing the fhip, 
rolled away her mafts, and was a fecond 
time forced back 10 the river of Plate 1 from 
whence Pizarro 'undertook to crofs the conti- 
nent by land, and with fome difficulty accom- 
. plilhed his defign. 

By this time Don Mindinuetta, Captain of 
the Guipufcoa, wrecked, as has been faid, on 
the coaft of Brazil, arrived, with thofe of his 
erew who efcapcd, at the place of general ren- 
dezvous i and, finding the Efperanza without 
mafts, ajjplied a fecond time to the Portuguefe, 
by whofe affiftancc he completed her repair, 
and, in 1742, doubled the Cape, and arrived in 
the South Seas, where he was met by Pizarro, 
who claimed the command of the Efperanza, 
which Mindinuetta difputing, an irreconcUeable 
quarrel arofe between the two Commanders, 
which 
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which thi Victffojf of Pefu iti.vaifl etfd«a*0Qrcd 
(6 reconcile. ?n 1745, they both tetiirned 6«t- 
land to the cosii of Brazil, «heK thty fduQd 
the Afia ftSK in a fliattered condition. This (feip; 
ho*e*tf, they deterftiined to carry to EDfopf, 
and, with this view, they fitted her up iti tht 
beft manner they coold J and, hiwhig; tftafiiied 
her partly with Portugoefe, partly with Engttlh 
prifonerSf and partly wi^ Spaniards^ fogethet 
with fome fndians whom they forced out of rh6 
country, they fet fail from Monte t'cdio fot £u- 
rope about the beginning of November ; bilt 
they had not beert long af fea befotc' the trt- 
dians, eleven in nurnber, formed i cOfi(|)ifa'cy 
to destroy the Spaniafds, and to regain' theur 
Tiberty, in which tfiey Itid hopes of being joined 
by the EngDQl arid Portuguefe, whom the Spa- 
niards ufed witli great infolcnce. At the head 
of this confpiracy was their Cliief Orellana ; 
«od one evening, about oin^ o'clock, he and 
his companions came alt t^etber on the quar- 
ttF'deck, and drew tbi^ards the door of the great 
cabbin. The boatrWain immediately repri- 
manded them, and ordered them to be gone * 
on this OrelTana Ipoke to his followers in 
hia native language, when four of them 
drew off, two towards each gangway, add. 
the Chief and the remaining fix feemed to 
be flowly quitting the quarter-deck. When 
the detached Indians had taken pofTeffioa 
of the gang-way, Orellana placed his bands 
boUow to his nioutb, and bellowed out the waf- 
cry 
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cry vfed by thofe fevjiges. fhis w^s ih« figngl 
fpr beginning fhc mftflfacrei aocprdingljr, the. 
fix, with iheir Chief, who remained on the 
quarter-deck, falling iuddenly op the Spaniards 
who were intermingled with iheip, laid near 
forty of them at their feet, of which above 
twenty were killed on the fpor, and the reft 
difabled. Many of the officers, in the begin- 
ning of the tumult, pufhed into the great cab- 
bio, where thiy put out the lightSi and barri. 
cadoed the doori wbilfl: of the raft, ftuneen. 
deflTOurcd to efiupe along the gaqg-ways inoa 
t)i9 fprecuftle, where the Indinna phctd on pur* 
infe ftabj»d the ereateft part of chan aa thej> 
attempted to pafs by ; others; threw th^mfei^M 
into the vafte, and thought themfcWea fpttu- 
D«Li;e CO lie concealed amonglt the cattle ; but 
the greatelt part efcaped up the main (hrouds^ 
«nd Ihcltered themfclves either in the tops or 
the rigging ; and though the Indians attacked 
only the quarter-deck» yet the watch in the 
forecaftle finding their communication cut off, 
in the utmoft terror Hkewife gave aH over for 
Mt, and in great confuGon ran up into the 
I'tgging of ihQ foM-maft and bowfprii. But 
when the Indiaas had intirely cleared the quae* 
tecTdock, tbc tunuih in a gresit meafure fiibn 
fided» for, not b«tng joitwd^ a; tbey cxpe^ed, 
by either KhfE^ngtiOit or Portuguefe^ thcycpuU 
not purfue their advantage by carrying the dlf- 
order into thofe quarters to which they had 
driven the Spaniards, who thereby gained time 
for 
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for recolleftioni and, on, gnding none con- 
cerned in the plot but the Indians, they refolded 
to attack them in their turn on the quarter- 
deck. With this view, Pizarro andhis officers 
ventured to half-open the cabbin-door, which 
Orellana attempting to force, was (hot dead by 
Mindinuetta j on which his faithful followers, 
abandoning all thoughts of further refiftancc, 
inftantly leaped into the.fea. Thus was this 
infurreftion quelled, and the Spaniards fufiered 
afterwards quietly to proceed on their voyage; 
and, about the beginning of 1746, they arrived 
fafe in Spain, after having been abfeot between 
four and five years. 

By this unfortunate expedition the naval 
force of Spain was much weakened : they loft 
in it 3000 of their beft failors, one whole regi- 
ment of veteran' foldiers, four ftout {hips of 
war, and a patachcj for we haveobferved that 
the Hermiona foundered at fea j the Guipufcoa 
was ftranded and funk on the coaft of Brazil j 
the St. Eftevan was condemned and broke up 
in the river of Plate j and the Efpcranza, being 
carried into the South Seas, was unable to re- 
double the Cape, or to return back ; fo that 
the Afia alone may be regarded as all the re- 
mains of that fquadron with which Pizarro firft 
put to fca. 
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